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UniverTal, Hiftorical, and Literary 

DICTIONARY. 

B. 

BABINGTON (Gbrvasb) was born in Notting-i«o|,Bri«. 
bamlhire, educated at Trinity college in Cambridge 
' (of which he became fellow), and, July 15, 1578, 
incbrporated mafter o^ arts at Oxford. He took 
his doSor's degree in divinity, and was appointed domeftic 
chaplain to Henry earl of Pembroke prefident of the council 
in the Marches of Wales 5 by whofe intcreft he became 
treafurer of the church of LandaiF, prebendary of Wellington 
in the cathedral of Hereford, and, in 1591, was advanced 
to the bilhoprick of LandafF, which he ufed to call In joke 
Affe, the Land thereof having been alienated by his predecef* 
for Kitchin, in the days of king Henry VIII. and queen Eli- 
zabeth. In February 1594, he was tranflated to the fee of 
Exeter ; and, in 1597, to that of Worcefter : he was likewife 
made one of the queen's council for the marches of Wales. To 
the library of his cathedral at Worcefter he was a very great ibid, 
benefactor, not only repairing the ediRce, but alfo bequeath- 
ing to it all his books, a gift of confiderable value. He died 
of the jaundice. May 17, 1610 (a). 

(a) His writingt were printed at * Worcefter, containing Comfortablo 

firft in quarto, then, with additions, ' Notes upon the five Books of Mo- 

in folio, in 1 61 5, and again in 1637, * fes, viz. Genefls, Exodus, Leviti- 

WKler this titlev, * The Works of the ' cus, Numbers^^ Dcutcronomic. Aa 

' right reverend Father in God, Ger-v * alfo an Expofition upon the Creed, 

*vafe Babin^ton, late Bifhop of * the CommandmentS| the Lord's 
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' Prayer } wUh a Conference betwixt 
' Man's FfaUtie and Faith. And 
* ihr^e StrraojM, Wiih aJpl*4betieai 



* Tabks of the principAf m^trer* of 

* dch ftYerali WprWe/ Biop.Efic. 



BACON (Roger) a learned monk of the Francifcan or- 
der, was defcended of an ancient family, and born near II- 
liog,Brjc. chefler in Somerfetfliirc> in the year 1214. He received the 
iirft tin£lure of learning at Oxford, from whence he went to 
ihe univerlity of Paris, at that time much frequenled by the 
Englifti, of whom the moft diftinguifhed for their learning 
and abilities highly careffed him * Having been admitted 
to the degree of doctor, he came back to England* and took 
the habit of the Francifcan order in 1240, when he was about 
twenty»fix years of age 5 but according to others he becanne 
a monk before he left France, After his return he was 
confidered as a mofc able and an indefatigable enquirer after 
knovi4edge by the greatcft men of that univcrfity^ who ge- 
ncrouOy contributed to defray the CKpences of advancing 
fdencc by experiments^ the method which he had deter^ 
mined to follow. His dtfcoveries were Httlc underfcood 
by the generality of mankind ; and becaufe by the help 
of mathcmiitical knowledge he performed things above Gom^ 
mon underftandingSj he was fuipec^ed of magic. He was 
pcrfecuted particularly by his own fraternity, fo that they 
would not receive his works into their library, and -at laft bad 
intereft enough (fay.^ Dr» Freind) with the general of their 
€>rder to get him imprifoncdi fo that^ as he coafeiTeshimfelf.hc 
had reafon to repent of his having taken fuch pains in the arts 
and Icicnces, Bacon waa poflcffed with the notion of judi- 
ciary aftrology* Hg imagined that the ftars h.td a great in- 
fluence upon human affairs ; and by their means, be thought^ 
future things might be foretold. This, according ta Dr, Jebbf 
making the fritrs o( his order to confider him ai a perfon en* 
gaged in udawiiil ajts, occafioned his imprifonmcnt (a)- At 
che particular defire of pope Clement IV, Bacon collected toge- 
ther and enlarged his fever al pieces^ and fenc them to hinj^ 
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(a) Tiic irtjenioui tuihor of tlie 
Biogr* Brit* bbfeives th^t there is 
gKar reafon to believe, that thoDgJi 
hii appUcanon ca Lhe ocuulc rcii:n&&!i 
wi* pretended, yei iht; tiuccsure of 
his ill ufage was the freedom with 
which !»e had treated the clcj^gy in 
hit Wi itingii, in whicli he fpared nei - 
tlitrtJbtftri^ii rin^ii nor their wa^nrof 



morals (Hpifl. sid CleoMnt. IVJ be* 
fidesi hii intimacy with bifhopOrowt- 
head, who had gon« fo £m f s to rc« 
prove pope tntioctnt IV, by kttcr, 
ant! was f^id to have made nQfcmpk 
of declaring to thofe with whom 
he Y/al mtimatej thai In his jtidg' 
ment the pope waa ^nti-Chrift (Mat, 
Paris HifU Angl. p» 875<) nnuh na-v 
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bkttSjk This coUeSiaO) which is the tame that himrelf Biog. Briu 
iiitituled Opus majus, or his Great Work, is fcill extant (i); 

* Dr. Jebb, the learned editor thereof, tells us» that Bacon 
fijcms to have propofed two things prindpally in it, either b/ 
Jajif^ down a good fcheme of phUofophy to excite the pop^ 
ta reform the errors that had crept into the church } or if hd 
could not effcA this, to propofe fuch expedients as would 

, break the power of Antichrift, and retard his progreft. For 
be appears to have been firmly perfuaded that the church would 
ioon be reformed, either by means of the pope himfelf, who 
was a man of integri^, or bqcanfe^the exorbitant dominion 
of Antichrift would become obnoxious to mankind, and fd 
£dl to deftrucdon. 

When Bacon had been ten years in prifon, Jerom d'Af-' 
toll, general of his order, who had condemned his doctrine, 
was dbc^m pope, and aflumed the name of Nicholas IV. Af 
he was reputed a peribn of great abilities, and one who had 
fumed his thoughts to philoibphical itudles, Bacon refolved 
to a[^ly to htm for his difcharee ; and in order to (hew both ' 

the innocence and the ufefolnels of his ftudies, addrefled to 

• him a treatife On the means of avoiding the infirmities of old 
age(c). What efiect this treatife had on the pope does not 
appear. But, towards the latter end of his reign. Bacon, by ^ 
the interpofition of fome noblemen^ obtained his releafe, ^it^d\iw9usfhh 
retunied to Oxford, where he fpent the remainder of his days <)ate in hk 
in peace, and died in the coll^ of his order on the i ith of {(T^^v 
June 1294. * He was (fays Dr. Peter Shaw, a very able '^* 

* judge of his merit) beyond all comparifon, the g«atcfr^^^[^^*'* 

* man of his time; and might perhaps ftand in competition'Yoi.i.p.zg* 

in the note* 

tanBy Mn$ upon him the hatred t«eiii«d it one of the beft peHbnn- 

of a great part of the clergy i more ances that ever was written, tranf- 

cTpedally fince bit zeal led him to lated it into EngliOi, under the tide 

foQow the pradice^ as well as tbeopi- of The cure of old age and pre(brva- 

Aioft, of bis patron, by writing free- tion of youth ; (hewing how to cure 

iy to the pope about the neceffity of and keep off the accidents of old age, 

a reformatioix. (MC Cotton, Tiber, and how to prefcrve the youth , 

C, ^. fol. 3.) ftrength,and beauty of body, and the. 

(b) In a beautiful folio, neatly (enfes, and all the faculties of bo^tv 

and accurately j^rinted by William body and mind : by that great mathe- 

Bowyei^ at London, A. D. 1733, maticia/i and phy6cian Roger Bacon, 

under the title of Fratris ROgeri Ba« a Franclfcan friar. Lond. 1 6S3, oaa« 

con ordinls minorum Opus majus ad vo. He added notes upon every chap-» 

Clementem quartum pontificem Ro- ter of this work, and explains there*^ 

manum : ex Mf. codice DubUnienA, in the phrafes by whiah our author 

cum aliis <|ttibofilam oollato. concealed his fccret medtcinfs. 



(c) Dr. Richard Browne, whoef- 
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* with the greateft that have appeared fince. It is wonder- 

* ful, confidering the ignorant age wherein he lived, how 

* he came by fuch a depth of knowledge on all fubjects. His 

* writings are compofed with that elegancy j concifenefs, and 
' flrength, and adorned with fuch juft and exquifite obfetva.- 

* tions on nature, that, among all the chemilt% we do not 

* know his equal. He writ many tread fes, fome of which 

* are loil^ or locked up in private librariea. What relate to 

* chemiftry, are chiefly two fmall pieces wrote at Oxford, 

* which arc now in print, and the manufcripts to be feen in 

* the public library of Leyden, having been carried thither 

* among Voflius's manufcripts from England. In thefe he 

* attempts to fliew how imperfect mctala may be ripened Mo 

* perfect ones. He adopts Geher*s notion, that mercury is the 

* common hafts of all metals, and fulphur the cement j and 

* ihewa that it is hy^ gradual depuration of the mercurial mat- 

* ter, and the acceffion of a fubtle fulphur, that nature pro- 

■ duces gold i and that if, during the procefs,any other third 

* matter happens to intervene befide the mercury and fulphur, 

* fomc other bafer metal will arifc : fo that if we could but 

■ imitate nattire^s method, we might change other metals in- 

* to gold. Having compared (fays the fame ingenious writer) 

* fcveral of friar Bacon's operations with the modern expe- 

* riments of Mr* Homberg, made by direction of that 

* curious prince the duke of Orleans, we judge that Bacon 

* has defcribed fome of the very things which Homberg pub- 

* Ijfljes as new difcovcries. Thus^ for inftance. Bacon teaches 

* expreily^ that if a pure fulphur be united with mercury, it 

* will produce gold : on which very principle JVlr, Homberg 

* has made many experiments for the production of gold, 

* dekribed in the Memoirea de TAcademle des Sciences, an« 
' 1705* His other phyfical writings fhew no lefs genius and 

* force of mind* In his treatife Of the fecrct works of art 
< and nature, he Ihews that a perfoji who was pcrfeflly ac- 

* quainted with the manner which nature obferves in her 

* operations, would not only be able to rival, bu^ furpafs 
' hen In another piece. Of the nullity of luagic, heOiews with 

* great fagacity and penetratiou^ whence the notion fprong, 

* 'dnd how weak all pretences to it are. From a repeated 

* perufal of his works (adds tlie fame (kilful chemift) we 

* find our friar was no lUdnger to many of the capital difco- 

* veries of the prefent and paft ages. Gunpowder he cer- 

* tainly knew ; thunder and lightt^ning, he tells us, may be 
H ijroduced by m i fot that fulphur^ at^e> aad charcoal, 

* which 
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* whicli when fcparate have no fenfible effece, yet vhcn 
^ mixed together in a due proportion, and dofely confined 

* ilnd fired, they yield a loud report. A more precife de- 
^ icriptton of gunpowder cannot be given in words ; and yet 

< k jefuit, BarthoK Schwartz;, fome ages after, has had the 

* glory of the difcovery. He likewife mentions a fort of in- 

* extinguifhable fire prepared by art ; which (hews he was not 

* unacquainted with phofphorus : and that he had a notion 

* of the rarefaction of the air, and the ftructure of an air- 

* pump/ is paft contradiction/ Dr. Freind afcribes the ho- Hift.ofPhT- 
ribur of introducing chemiftry into Europe to Bacon, who, hc^ h^i^ 
obferves, fpeaks in fome part or other of his works, of al- 

moft every operation now ufed in chemiftry^ and defcribes 
the method of making tinctures and elixirs. ' He was the 

* miracle (fays Freind) of the age he lived in, and the greateft 
^ genius perhaps for mechanical knowledge, which ever ap- 

< peared in the world fince Archimedes : he appears likewife 

* to have been mafter of the whole fcience of optics.* HeBiog.Bri^ 
has vQry accurately defcribed the ufes of reading-glafles, and 
fliewn the way of making them. Pr. Freind remarks, that 

be alfo defcribes the camera obfcura, and all forts of glafles 
which magnify or diminiih any object, bring it nearer to the 
eye, or remove it farther off. Bacon tells us himfelf, 
that he had great numbers of burning-glafTcs ; and that there 
were none ever in ufe among the Latins, till his friend Peter 
de Maharn Curia applied himfelf to the making of them. 
That the telefcope was not unknown to him, is evident from 
a pailage wherein he fays, that he was able to form glafles 
in fuch a manner, with refpect to our fight and the objects, 
that the rays (hall be refracted and reflected wherever we 
pleafe, fb that we may fee a thing under what angle we 
think proper, either near or at a diflance, and be able to read 
the imalleft letters at an incredible diftance, and to count the • 
duft and fand, on account of the greatnefs of the angle un- 
der which we fee the objecSts j and alfo that we (hail fcarce 
fee the greateft bodies near us, on account of the fmalinefs 
of the an^e under which we view them. His (kill in aftro-Pref. to the 
nomy was amazing : he difcovered that error which occafioned^P*"°**J*^ 
the reformation of the calendar ; one of the greateft efforts, 
according to Dr. Jebb, of human induftry : and his plan for 
correding it was followed by pope Gregory XIII. with this 
variation, that Bacon would have had the co'redion to begin 
A'om the birth of our Saviour, whereas Gregory's amend- ' 
ment reaches no. higher than the Nicene council* 

B 3 BACON 
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BACON (fir NicHotAS) lord keeper of the great fta] In 

the icjgn of cjutcn Elbiibeth, was ciefcended of an ancient 
"En^Vifh Bi-fami]y in Suffolk^ and born in the year 1510. He was edu- 
roniiaQC, cated at Corpus Chrifti or Bennet college in Ciinrtbridge, 
^oLi* P'-^'in^here he afterwards founded fix fcholarfhips {appropriating 
Sttypes three of them to the fchool which he built at Botcfdaie) and 
AiMiAis* g^^^ ^^,^ hundred pounds towards ereiiing a new chapel, 
Atter leaving college, he travelled to France, and at his re- 
turn applied zo the ihidy of the law in Gray's Inn* In 153 7> 
I?fp Birch' Jie was appointed lolickor of the court of augmentation* He 
|:?'''''^^^/i:prefented to Henry VJJL a fcheme for a ftmjnary of ftateP- 
*d!l*' ' m^n, by founding 3 college for the ftudy of the civil hw, 
p. 10. and the teaching of the Latin and French languages in their 
purity* Young gentlemen of diflinguiihed parts, after being 
fufiiciently initruded in thefe thingSj were to be fent abroad 
with :imbairaJors ; whilft others were to write the hiflory of all 
embaflies, treaties, and other fort'ign tranfactionSj and of all 
Bnm«'i arraignments and public triak at home. This plan was never 
nif^, of thecarried into execution ; but at the diffolution of the monaf* 

^ny^'^-c *^^^^®* *^^ ^^^B S^^^ ^* author a grant of feveral manors 10 
Bio^r^BrfTl Suffolk, to be held in capite by knight's fervicc; and, in 
»rt,BAco>:i5464 made him attorney of the court of wards. 

Upon the accefljon of queen Elizabeth he was knighted, 
and Dr. Heath, archbifliop of York and chancellor of Eng- 
land, rcfufmg to concur wfth the queen's meafures, the great 
feal was taken from him and delivered to fir Nicholas Bacon, 
with the title of lord keeper, and all the powers of a chancellor^ 
which no former lord keeper ever had, being only empower* 
cd to put the feal to fuch writs or patents as paiTed of courfc^ 
ajid not to hear caufes, or prefide in the houfe of lords. His 
' known diHike to popery, and his favouring, for this reafon, the 
title of the houfe of Suffolk to the crown, rather than that of 
the queen of Scots, drew upon him a fufpicion of being con- 
cerned in a tract written by Mr, John Hales, clerk of the ha- 
naper, in favour of the Suffolk title j and, in confequence 
thereof, an order frorin the queen not to appear at court, or 
intermeddle in any other public bufinefs than that of chan* 
eery : even the feal would, at the inftigation of the carl of 
Leiccfter, have been taken from him^ and given to fir An- 
thony Blown, who had been lord chief juftice of the com- 
mon pleas in queen Mary^s time, if this gentleman's reli- 
gion, which was that of the church of Rome, would have 
permitted his accepting of it. By the inteieft of fir William 
Cecil, who by feme is thought to have been alfo privy to 

Hales's 
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^iidcsls book, fir Nicholas was reftored to the queen's good 
opinioiH and died lameoted by W and the nation on the 20th 
Of February 1578-9^ He was interred in the cathedral of 
St. Paul's, where a monument was ere£led to him, which 
was deftroyed by the fire of London, in 1669. His^, the 
great Francis Bacon, fiiys, that his father the lord keeper was^orkt, 

* a man plain, ditcAj and conftam, without all finefie and ^^^''**9'S3%- 
' 1^ doublenefs ; and one that was of the mind that a man in 

' his private proceedings and efiate, and in the proceeding^ 

* of ftate, fbould reft upon the foundnefs and ftrength of his 

* own courfes, and not upon pra(ftice to circumvent othen, 

* accordii^ to the fentence of Solomon, * Vir prudens ad« 
** vertit ad grefTus fuos ; ftultus autem divertit ad dolos : ' in- 
^ fbmuch, that the biihop of Rois [the Scotch ambaiTador, 
' who made the complaint againft him in the affair of Hales's 

* bookj, a fubtle and obferving man, (aid of him, that he 
' could fallen no words upon him, and that it was impoifible 
^ to come within him, biecaufe he offered no play : and the 

* .queen-mother of France, a very politic princefs, faid of 
^ him, that he (hould have been of the council of Spain, be- 

* caufe he defpifed the occurrents, and refted upon the firft 
5 plot.' He was twice married, and by his firft wife, Jane, 
iiaughter of William Ferneley, of Weft-Creting in Suffolk^ ' 
jrfq. be had iflue, i. fir Nicholas Bacon, his eldeft fon^ %. 
J^Tatbaaael Bacon, of Stiffkey in Norfolk, efq. 3^. Edward 
Bacon, of Shrubland-hall in Suilblk, efq. and three daughters. 

By his fecond wife, Anne, one of the daughters of fir Antho- 
ny Cook tutor to king Edward VI. he bad two fons. An- 
diony and Francis. 

BACON (Francis), vifcount St. Alban*s and lord high 
diallceUor of England, one of the greateft and moft univerlal 
geniufes that any ^ge or country hath produced, was fon of 
fir Nicholas Bacon lord keeper of the great feal, and born at 
Yodc-houfe in the Strand, on the 22d of January, 1561. 
Being thus defcended, he was early initiated in a court-life, 
and, as himfelf exprefles it, both by family and education, 
tinged with civil affairs. His extraordinary parts, even when Works, 
a child, were fo confpicuous at court, that the queen would ^o'- "i- 
often delight to talk with him, and was wont to term him Jjjf '^* 
her young lord keeper: one faying of his^fhe was particularly Lioyd'i 
pleafed with ; having alked him his age, when he was yet a ^^f^ ^w- 
boy, he anfwered readily, that he was two years younger j^^^jj^?;^* 
than her majefty's happy reign. On the i6th of June, 1573, Ufe of Lord 
being then in his twelfth year, he was entered of Trinity col- ^acon. 

B4 ^ lege. 
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legCj Cambridge* under Dr, John Whitgift, afterwards arch- 

Raw1?y'i biihop of Canterbury, Before he was ^1! fixtcenj he not 
hihvf Ba-^j^iy underftoad Ariftotie's philofophyj but was even thetl 
T^niton'V come to a diflike of it, upon finding it rather contentious 
Bicr^niana, than ufefuL At this early age his father called him from the 
F' 1^' univer fuy to attend into France the queen's ambuffador, fir 
Amyas Pawlet^ whofe cfteeni and confidence he gained to fucli 
a degree, that he Wasfooii after charged by him with a com- 
inifrion to the queen, which he executed with great approba- 
tion, and returned again to France to finiih his travels. 
During his ilay in that kingdom his father died, without mak- 
ing that feparate provifton for him which he had rntendcd* 
This obliging him to think of fome profeflion for a fubiirtance^ 
he applied himfelf, more through nee eility than choice, to 
the ftudy of the common law, and for that purpofc feated 
Kawlflv. himfelf in Gray's Inn. At the age of twen ty- eight he wai 
DugrJilt. chofen by that honourable fociety for their lent-readers and af- 
^^^j^'^jj^^^^terwards their double ■reader. At this time he appears to have 
Fdgentio^ drawn the firft out-lines of his grand inflauration of the fci- 
Worki, ences, in a treatife entitled Temporis partus mafculus, which 
ITj^i] is loft. He now bent his endeavours to obtain fome honotir- 
Ibid.f, 516* able pofl in the government, with a view, as himfelf declares, 
to procure the greater ailift a nee to his capacity aiid induftry in 
perfefling his philofophical defigns, Lordfiurleigh interefted 
himfelf fo far in his behalf as to obtain for him^ not without 
Jl»wley. oppofition, the rcverfion of the office of regifler to the ftar- 
chamber, worth about 1600I. a year j but it did not fall to 
him till near twenty years afterwards. The court and mini- 
ftry of queen Elizabeth were, through her whole reign, di- 
vided into two faiBions ; at the head of one were the two 
Cecils i and at the head of the other, firft the earl of Lei- 
cefter, and afterwards the earl of Eflex. The coldnefs 
which the Cecils fhe wed to Bacon, and the early friendfliiph^ 
contrafled with Eflex, educated at the fame college, were pro- 
bably the firft caufe of his attachment to this nobleman, whom 
licon's he confidered, not as the likdieft pcrfon to procure his own 
\Vnrit% advancement, but as the fitteft perfon to do good to the ftate. 
▼oia.F,6oUgj^ Robert Cecil in particular, who bore a mortal hatred to 
Eflex, and entertained a fecrct jealoufy of Bacon'on account 
of his fuperior talents, threw infurmountable obftacles in hh 
way to preferment, fuggefting to the queen, that he was a 
fpeculative man, whofe head was filled with philofophical 
notions, and therefore more likely to perplex than to forward 
public bufinefs: hence, the utmoft inttreftof Eflex, who with 
all the warmth of an afFeflionatc fricndj had long folicited his 

preferment^ 
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pr«fimiient, oould not pitKore for him the place of attorney Works, 
or dwt of folkitor-gencral to her majcfty. His anxiety on *<*^"' 
account of the narrownefs of his circumftances being in-^jt^iVsi, 
cteafed 1^ this failure of his expectation of preferment had 
a very bad effect upon his conftitution of body, which was 
naturally not firm, and weakened Aill. more by the intem- 
perance <^ his night-ftudies : his difappointment even funk Dr. Birch** 
fo deep into his fpirit, that he was on the point of hiding his Mem. of Qj^ 
grief and refentment in fome foreign country ; but was di- ^^*** 
verted from his purpofe by his friends : and frequently confi- 
deriog that he was not performing his duty whilft he left 
(boie ftudies unprofecuted, by which he might do fervice to 
mankind, and followed thofe that depended upon the will of 
others, he laid afide, for a time, all further thoughts of rifing 
in life, and more vigoroufly profecuted the defign of his In- 
itauration. 

In 1597, he publifhed hisEifays or Counrels(A), a work, 
which, by difplaying his uncommon (kill in all the offices of 
dvil life, proved of great fervice to his chara£ler. 

Upoil the death of queen Elizabeth and the acceffion of 
l^'o^ James, his former views returned, and he made, though 
not without difficulty, confiderable advances, in dignity and Dugdale, 
preferment. On the 23d of July 1603, he received the ho- ^°^' g* 
nour of knighthood ; and on the 25th of Auguft 1 604, was R^mer, 
conftituted by patent one of the king's learned counfel, with vol. xv. 
a fee of forty pounds a year ; and on the fame day had a pen- ^ -9^* 
Son of fixty pounds a year affigned him for life, in confidera- 
tionof the fpecial fervices received by the king from him and 
bis brother Mr. Anthony fiacon. 

In 1605^ fir Francis Bacon publilhed a preparative or in- 
trodudion to his great work, in a treatife Of the Advance- 
ment and proficiency of Learning. The general defign of 
this book was to give a fummary account of that ftock of 
knowledge whereof mankind were pofiefied ; to lay down 
this knowledge under fuch natural branches, or fcientlfical 
divifions, as might moft commodioufly admit of its farther Shaw't 
improvement ; to point out its deficiencies, or defiderata j ^^l^^f'^'^^l 
and, laftly, to Ihew, by examples, the diredl ways of fup- con'sWorks 
plying thefe deficiencies. He, after his retirement, very vol. i. 
much enlarged and corrected the original, and, with the af-P*^^^ , 

(a) The reafon why Mr. Bacon in writing, and were very likely to 

publi(hed thefe EHTays at this time, he come into the world in print with 

tells us in the dedication of them to more imperfe^ions than the author 

his brother Mr. Anthony Bacon, was, thought it juft to take upon himfelC 



thai m^y of them had itolen abroad 



fiftance 



ID BACON- 

Workv fiftance of fome friends^ turned the whole into Latiti* 
voJ»»pp,73i. j^ the edition of r 623, and ftands as the firft part to his grand 
Inftauratbn of the Sciences. 

Sir Robert Cecil, now carl of Salifbury, who had oppofed 
Bacon's preferment under Elizabeth, fecms to have obferv- 
cd the fame conduct in this reign ^ and with him joined fir 
Edward Coke, the king's attorncy-generaU who was jealous 
of Bacon's reputation in many parts of knowkdgCj and en- 
vied and feared his abilities as a ftatefman. It was not there- 
fore till after many fer vices rendered to the king-, and re- 
peated Iblicitations made to hts minifters, that fir Francis 
Bjcon obtained^ in 1607, the place he had fo long expected 
of folicitor general, i'his year he fent his treatife, entitled 
Cogitata et vifa, which was the foundation of his Novtim 
VoLfi. organum, to Dn Andrews hifliop of Ely, defiring his opi- 
P"*^3* nion of it. In 1610, he pubfiihedj in Latin, another tnea- 
Dr. Shaw's tife, entitled De fapicntia veterum. This piece, a very in* 
/[br>^ ent ?^^^'^"^ Writer obferves^ appears like a rich cabinet of an- 
vfnJm'i tiques opened and fet to view- The happy talent which the 
Works, author in his phyfical works employs to interpret nature, is 
ifoi.i,p.54j. j^^j.^ employed to interpret the dark oracles of men : and to fay 
the truths he feems to have ufed the like artifice in both, pro- 
ceeding according to the inductive method delivered in the fe- 
cond part of the Novum organum^ without which, or fome- 
thing of the kind, it would ncJt be eafy to derive fuch depths of 
knf>wledgc from the enigmas or dark parables of antiquity. 
What the author is forced on many occafions to ffifle, or at 
moft to fpeak only by halves, for fear of offending, in this vrork 
he openly avouches in a manner that is fcarce liable to excep- 
tion : he appears indeed to have chofenthc prcfent fubject the 
rather becaufc the courfe and nature of dccyphering the my- 
thology of the ancients would give him an opportunity of 
freely, or lefs ofFenflvely, exprefling his fentiments for the 
improvement of arts and fciences, and the general advantage 
of mankind. 
PiigdJu** In r6ii, fir Francis Bacon was conftituted judge of the 
Bifonagp, marftiars court jointly with fir Thomas Vavafor then knight- 
F^i-sl maiflial* ' In 16 J 3, he fuccceded fir Henry Hobart, advanced 
to the place of chief jufticc of the common pleas, as attorney-- 
general, I'he next year, an objection having been ftarted 
in the houfe of commons, that a feat there was incompatible 
with the office of attorney- general, which required his fre- 
quent attendance in the upper houfe ; the commons, froia 
their particular regard for Bacon j over- ruled iti 

Whes 
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When &r George Villers became poiMed of king Jameses 
cot^ence, Bacon^ conlcious that none could ferve the new 
ftvourite, and through him his country, more nobly or ufe- 
fiilJy than himfelf, entered into a ftrict friend(hip with Vil- 
lers^ and gave an adnurable proof of the fincerity thereof on 
his part* in that letter of advice how to difcbarge evtry part 
of the difficult ofSce of prime minifter, which is ftill extant 
among his works. June 9, 1616, he was raifed to the dig- Caiii4ea« 
nity c? a privy counfellor, whilft he was frill in the office of 
attorney-general : and as he had now more leifure from pri- 
vate caufes, he was defirous to dedicate more time to public 
iervice ; and therefore made an offer to the king of a new 
Diseft of the laws of England. 

March 7, 1617, upon the chancellor's voluntary refigna- . 
tion of the (bds, they were given to fir Francis Bacon« with 
the title of lord keeper. 

The king went foon after to Scotland, and in his abfence Worki, 
the prince of Wales's marriage with an infanta of Spain was ^^^ "• 
brought upon the carpet. The lord keeper forefiiw the diffi- ^'^^ 
culties and incoiiveniencies that would attend this meafure, 
and honeftly reprefented them both to his majefcy and to 
Villers. Whilft the king was in Scotland, another afiair 
happened, which gave Bacon no fmall uneafinefs : fecretary 
Winwood, (Mit of diflike to the lord keeper, was defiroua of 
Winging fir Edward Coke into favour, and with this view 
prevailed with fir Edward to confent to his daughter's marry- 
i^Z fir John Villers, brother to the favourite, which alliance 
he had before re|e£bd not without marks of difrefpeft. Bacon, 
apprehenfive ^t if Coke (hould be biPought again into the 
council, all hb gneat defigns for the nation's welfare, the ex- 
ecuting wherebf was his principal motive for foliciting the of- 
fice of keeper, would be thwarted, and his power greatly lef- 
fened by the lofi of Villers' fkvour, remonftrated againft the 
preceded marriage, both to that lord and to the king. Ne- 
verthelefs, as the lady was a great fortune, Villers highly ap- 
proved of the match, and boih he and the king took oftencc 
at Bacon's oppofition to it. Their refentment oif his conduit See Bacon'i 
00 this occafion appears, however, to have been of fliortJ^jy|j'* 
continuance, for January 4, 161 8, fir Francis Bacon was con- p. 55/. 
ftituted lord high chancellor of England, and on the nth ofl^*^»»5j*^«I« 
July following created baron of Verulam ift Hertfordfliire. ^'^' 

The defire of introducing and eAablilhing his new and 
better j^ilofophy, one capital end of which was to difcover 
methods of procuring remedies for all human evils, feems to 
have been his ruling paffign through life: in 1620, amidft 

all 



J 



12 



B A C O N. 

all the variety of weighty bufinefs in which his high office 
uecefTarily involved him, he publiihed the mod flni?hed and 
important, though the Jeaft read, of all his philofophical 
tra^^lsj the Novum organ urn fcientiamm* The defign of this 
piece was to execute the fecond part of the Ijiftauration^ by 
advancing a more perfeft method of ufing the rational faculty 
than men were before acquainted with j in order to raife arrd 
improve the underllanding as far as iU prefent imperfeft ft ate 
admits, and enable it to conquer and interpret the difficul- 
ties and obfcurities of nature. The next year he was accufed 
of bribery and corruption. The king found it was impoiHbie 
to fave both his chancellor, who was openly accuftd of cor- 
ruption, and Buckingham, bis favourite, who was fccrctly 
and therefore more dangeroufly attacked as the encourager of 
whatever was deemed jnoft illegal and oppreflive: he therefore 
forced the former to abandon his defence, giving him pofitive 
advice to fubmii himfelf to his peers, and promifing, upon his 
princely word , to fcreen him in the laft determination , or if 
that could not bcj to reward him afterwards with ample re- 
tribution of favour (b). The chancellor, though he forefaw 
his approaching ruin, if he did not plead for himfelf, rcfolved to 
obey* and took leave of hts majefty with thefe words> * Thofe 

* that will ftiike at your chancellor^ it is much to be feared 

* will ftrike at your crown j ' and wifliedv as he was the firft, 
fo he might be the laft of facnfices- The houfe of peers > 
on the 3d of May, 162 f, gave judgment againft him, ' That 

* he (hoy Id be fined 40,0:0 1, and remain prifoner in the 

* Tower during the king's pleafure j that he fhould for ever 

* be incapable of any office, place, or employment in the 
^ ftate or commonwealth i and that he ibould never fit in 

* parliament, or come within the verge of the court/ But 
he was foon reftored to his liberty^ and had his fine remitted ; 
and was fummoned to the firfl parliament of king Charles (c). 

After 



(b) The author of the EfTajf on 
Spine {wka is generally fuppofcd to 
be Dr. Clay ion bi/hop of Clog her) in 
bis Defence of that Elfay, p. 34, 
fzy^t ^^^^^ ^^^^ B^con had too tntich 
learjiing and too much honefty to be 
a favourite with the clergy of tbo fc 
days I and that to their influence 
■with king Jamts he probably owed 
bis difgrace, and was pUclied upon 
as a fc ape -goat to fave the head ci 
Buckingham. 

{ej Thc^rcaten blame is generaH^ 



laid on his fervam& ; and there U n9 
doubt that foai* of them were g^Hty^ 
and that their lord had this opinion 
of tbem ; one day, during hb trial, 
pa (Ting through a room where feverai 
of hh domeiiice were lltiing, upon 
their riHng up to falute hiiDj he faid^ 
* Sit ctown, niy mafic rs, your rift 
' hath been my fall/ Stephens, p. 
liv. And wc are told by Ru(h worth 
in his Hinorical Colledions, * Xliat 
' be tteafujrcd up nothing for himfelf 
' or family^ biit was ovcr»indulgei>t 

* 19 
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After this fentence he retired from civil affairs, and for five 
years gave himfelf wholly up to philofopby and writing ; fo 
that during this time he executed feveral portions of his grand 
Inftauration, but did not live to finiih the whole fo far as hiq 
had hoped to do» Though he enjoyed, after his fall, 1 80O 1. 
a year out of the broad-feal and alienation^office, and his 
lands brought him about a third more, yet his great lib^- 
ality when in place, and his expence in procuring and making 
experiments, reduced him to ftraits, which forced him ta 
make fuch applications to king James, as prove his great ad- 
drefs and perfed knowledge of that prince's difpofition. He 
died April 9, 1626, at the earl of Aninders houfe at Hi^- 
gate, of a fever attended with a defluxion upon his bread ; 
and lies buried in St. Michael's church at St. Alban's, wher^ 
a monument was ereded for him, by fir Thomas Meau- 

s, once his fccretary, and afterwards clerk of the council. 

!e was of a middling ftature : his forehead fpacious and open^ 
early impreflTed with the marks of age ; hb eye livdy and pe- 
qetradng; his whole appearance venerably pleafing. Hecon« - 
dnued fingle till after forty, and then took to wife a daughter 
^pf aiiddrman Barnham of London, with whom he received a 
plentiful fortune, but had by her no children : and ihe out- 
lived him upwards of twenty years* 

' to his fenrants, and connived at ' fofpe£fced for iojuftifit, yet never 

^ their ukings, and their ways be- ' any decree made by him was re- 

* trayed him to that error : they ' verfed as imjuil.* It was pecofiar 

* were profufe and expenfive^ and to this great man (fayj the author of 

* had at their command whatever he the Biogr. Brit.) to have nothiing 

* was maiter of. The gifts uken narrow and felfi(h in his competition | 
' were for the moil part for interlo- he gave away vrithout concern what* 

* cutory orders; his decrees were ever he poflefled; and, believing other 

* generally made with fa much equi- men of the fame mould, he received 

* ty, that though gifts rendered him with as little confideration. 

BACONTHORp, or Bacondorp, (John) firnamed Leiand. 
die Refolute Doflor, a learned Englifh divine, who flourilh* 9**?"*'"^ 
ed towards the end of the thirteenth century, born at Ba- Britanf^ 
conthorp, a fmall village in Norfolk, from whence he took cap. 374* 
his name. He fpent Tome of his early years at a convent 
in Norfolk, fiom whence he removed to Oxford, and from 
dience to Paris, where he had a degree in divinity and lawa 
conferred upon him, and was in high reputation for his learn- 
ing, being efteemed the head of the Averroifts(A). Up- 
on his return to England, he was chofen twelfth provin- 
cial of the Carmelites, in an afiembly of that order held 
ftt (tfOodon in the year 1329, Four years after, he was in- 

(a) See the article ATiaaosi.. 

vited 
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vited by letters to Rome, where he was held in great eftecnf/ 
During his reltdeiice here, he had feveral difputarions on the 
fubjedt of marriage, in which he gave great offence to ma- 
ny, by afcribtng too much to the papal auchonty in dlfpeof- 
ing with the laws of God in re^d to marriage ; but he af- 
terwards retradled his opinion on this fubje^, and proved by 
Bafcua dc the ftrongeft arguments from rcafon and Scrif>ture^ that, in 
tlntX. "' ^^'^''^^s <>f confanguinity prohibited by the divine laWj the 
cap/i/ pope had no difpenfmg power. B aeon thorp died at Xjondan 
in the year 1346- He wrote feveral trcatifes (b). | 



Kjteron'"B 
torn, ill. 



(■) The moft rcmarkabk of ihofo 
whkh have been pybllHied, are the 
two fol lowing 1 

1. Comments rii), fcii ^josfliones 
fuper quatuor libro» Sen lenti arum : 
pnbnfbed 3c Milan in 15 iq^ and 
161 1} at Cremona, in i6tS j twice 
ml Pads, and once at Venice, 

3, Compendium Icgift dhrlft! et 
<jdcwlUbita* Venice, 15^7, 

Dfi Cave mentions anQtbcr piecv, 
but Is not fure whether it was ever 
piibTifh«d 1 it is entitled, Traftatus 
dur> dc regub prdinis Carmelitatii, et 
compendium hiflorlarum ct jurium 



pro defenfione ejufdem ordlnii, Hi0, 
Literar, Sutv. Wickltv. ann, t^jg, 

Leland gives a long catalogue of 
Baconthorp*i works, which were ne- 
ver ijubjifhcd, the Ofioft remarkahk 
of which arc the four follow ing; 

t. COftimentades on all the Book* 
of the Bible, and on St. AuillQ'i 
Book De civitiite Dei« 

1. Several Treatifes ifalnft the 
Jews. 

3* A Trcatifc agatoft Pope Johiip 
concerning the Vifion of thcBIeiTcd, 

4. Difcourfes on various Sybjea«. 



BAILLET (Adrian) a learned French author, horn 
June 13, 1649, at Neuvillc, a village near Beau vais iti Pi- 
cardy* His father was very poor, and could not affoni to 
give him a proper education ; but there being a convent not 
far from Neuville, young Baillet uied to go thither frequent- 
ly : in the morning he aHitied the priefts at mafs^ and the 
reft of the day ufed to do all the little offices in his power 
to the fexton and the other fathers of the hoofe. The fex- 
ton was fo pkafed with his behaviour, th^t he conceived an 
afFe<ftion for h;m, and taught him to read and write. He 
was afterwards recommended to the bifliop of Beau vais, who 
fent him into the little feminaiy of Beauvais, where he ftudi- 
cd Greek and Latin, and afterwards applied himfelf to phi- 
lofophy, hiftory, chronology^ and geography. In 1670, 
he went into the great feminary, where he ftudied divinity. 
In 1672, he was appointed to teach the fifth form in the col- 
lege of Beauvais j and the fourth, two years afterwards : this 
employment, befides his board, brought him in about 60 L per 
annum, part of which he gave towards the fupport of his poor 
relations, and the reft he fpenc in books* 

In i676> he entered into holy orders, and the bifhop of Beau- 
vais prefenced him to the vicarage of Lardierts^ which^ though 

ody 
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#djr wqnh about 30 1. per annum> vet, fo temperate was Mr. 
BaUkt in his way of livings that be maintained his brother Abi«ge dt 
aod htmftif with this allowaace, gave fome charity to the ^ ^n de 
|»or, and went once a year to buy books at Paris. In^j^J{* 
1680, being appointed library-keeper to Mr. deLamoignonyofthe jof^. 
advocate-general to the parliament of Paris, he applied him* nent AiSa. 
felf with great affiduity to draw up an index of all the fub<*^*^* 
kSta treatml of» in this gentleman's lihra^, and finiihod it 
In Auguft 1682* The additions he contmued to make in- 
cmfed it at length to fuch a degree, that it contains thirty* 
five folio volume^, all written in M« Baillet's own hand. 
Ht wrote a Latin preface, which was publiibed : in this he 
piomifes another index, or catalogue of all the authors in 
lyL de Lamoignon's Ubrary. If you knew the fubiect treat- 
ed cff but not the name of the author, you find it m the firft 
index ; if you knew the author's name, and not the fubjecl 
he. wrote, upon, this was to be looked for in the feoond in« 
dcK. When he had finiflied this laborious undotaking, 
he apj^ied Umfelf toJiis Jugemens des Savans, and hav 
ing completed the firft four volumes, he gave them to the 
faookfeUcr, demanding nothing for them, except a few coi> 
pics for his friends* The bookfellef pHmed a vaft ninn<- Repab. det 
ber of diem, which wece all ibid off in a very (hort tioKu'li^ ^^' 
U. BaiUet had written a plan of his defign, but tho^ ^* 
firft four volumes were piiniMKi without it (a). Mr. Bayle 
gave a very fevourable account of the wotfc : but, notur , 
wttfaftanding the ufefuUieis thereof, and though the author 
^om ipca^s his own opinion, relating cbidjy the judg<» 
mem of othen, yet the liberty he takes in giving not 
only what is favourable to authors, but wtuit had been cen- 
fured, in them, raiied him many enemies. The friends of 
M. Menage, of whom M. BaUlet had fpoke in a ludicrous 
manner, made a great clamour. Father-Commire wrote a. 
lliQrt poem in Latin, entitled Afinu^ \fi Parnafib, in defence 
of M. Menage, There were other? wh9 wrote alfo agamft 
him ; neverthelefs he went on with great affiduity to finiih 
the remainder of the work, and his five volumes on the poets 
were accordingly publifted in i686. 

Soon after the publication of thefe laft volumes, M. Me- 
nage publiihed^ his Anti-Baillet. Some other author wrote 
alfo four letters, wherein he aUacks with great feverity the 

(a) Thef wer^ printed at Pant 19 fur let principMix euvragea 4s% au- 
iimo, in the year 1685, with the uurc. Yie do Baillet. 



feUowm^ tide, Ju^emenf des Sataaa 
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torn, X* 
piit 1, 

Pi 127. 
pit* cvi. 
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ftyle and manner of writing of M, Baillet. Father le Tdlicf 
the Jefuit, according to Nkcron, was the author of them j 
and MnBaylc fays, it may be cafily perceived that they came 
from the JefuitSj who were provoked againft M. Bail Jet, be- 
caufe hehadfliewn himfelf fomewhat partial to the gentlefrien 
of the Port Royalj and had fpoken in a difrefpcctful marmef 
of the Jefuits, 

In i688j M. Baillet publiftied his work concerning children 
famous for their learning and writings (b). It gave him un- 
eafmefs to find that many perfons of quality were led away 
by a notion that ftydy was hurtful to the health and wit of 
children* This induced him to fliew the contrary by fcveral 
examples, ancient as well as modern. He defigned this piece 
only as a dedication to be prefixed to a larger work, but 
finding the fubje£t to grow under his pen^ he publiflied it by 
Itfelfi and addrefled it to young M.deLamoignon* 

When M, Menage's Anti-Baillet was publifhed, our au- 
thor took occafion from thence to write a book concerning 
fuch fatyrs, in which a man*s name was conne<^ed to the 
word Anti (c). He afterwards applied himfeif to a very large 
work, wherein he intended to difcover the true names of 
thofe author;^ who had concealed themfelvcs under iiditious 
ones i but though his materials were ready^ yet they being 
moftly Latin, he did not care to publifli them in that laji- 
guage, and printed only a preliminary treat ife to his great 
work (d)- In the year 1691, he puWillied in French the 
{Llfc of Des CarteSj in two valumes4£o» which he after* 
wards abridged and reduced to one volume lamo. At 
the defire of his friends he wrote alfo theLife of Edmund 
Richer, doctor of the Sorb an ne, but he never pubUfli- 
cd it (e). In 1693, he publiflied a Hiftory of Holland, 
from 1609, to the peace of Nimeguen in 1679 (f). The 
next year he wrote a piece concerning the woHbip due* 



(s) Les enfant dtfvenus i^elehres 
par jeurs etudes ct par leura tcrits, 

(c) He publiflied it in i6Kg, with 
t^is title, Des fatyr« perff>aelle5, 
traiCc hifloiiqyc tt critique des cellee^ 
qui portent le titre d'Aotii Farii^ 
3 YoL in J imo. 

(d) Notbins of this work has been 
pubJiOtcd except the prelln;)ir>^ry 
treat ife, whkh is entltjed, Auteurs 
deguifcz fou^ des noun etrastgcrSj 
emprunt^s, fuppofes, feims a plaiJir 
abrcgea, chifrcs, rcnverfes, rctour- 



autre, tome I, con tenant !e tralte 
preltmlnaire fur le changement «t ta 
fuppoHtion des tioms panni lea wii~ 
teurs. PanSj 1690, rgmOi 

(*) Itwa^ printed J fivtral year* 
after his death, at Liege in 1714, 
in iim[>i Niceron, p. ^S* 

(f) Tt was intended as a contjnufl' 
tion a£ that t>i Gi^otius, an4 contaiut 
four volumes In i2ino» The author 
aJTume^ in the title tho name of Bal- 
thafar d^Hescenail de U NeuvlUe in 
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to the holy Virgin (g), which, though approved by four 

doctors of the Sorbonne, and licenced by the chancellor, yet 

was attacked from two difFerent quarters. He wrote alfo fe- 

yeral other works (h). He had formed a delign of writing 

a complete fyftem of divinity, upon the points of the Chri- 

ffian faith, upon morality, and upon the church difcipline, " 

and all this fupported by the authority of holy Scripture, by 

the records of ccclefiaftical hiftory, by the fathers of the 

church, and by the examples of the faints. He propofed to 

have drawn up this work in an alphabetical order, under the 

tide of an Univerfal Ecclefiallical Dictionary. It was to hav^ 

confided of three volumes in folio : but his death, which 

happened, after a lingering illnefs, the 21 ft of January, 1706^ 

in the fifty-fixth year of his age, put an end to all his de-^ 

Cgns, " 

(c) It is entitled, De la devotion Ivme in folio, and 6ve in o£lavo. 
a la fainteyierge, et du culte qui lui 5. I^ maziities de St. Etienne d^ 

eft do. Orammonte. Paris, 1704, in duo. 

(h) Viz. tlecimo. This is a tran/lation from 

I. De la conduite des ames. Pa*> the Latin, 
ill, 1695, in duodecimo. 6. La vie de Godfrey Hermant 

s. Difcours fur la vie diss faintu. do^uf de Soibonne, et chanonine 

Paris, 170Q, o€bivo. de TegUfe de Beauvais. Printed af- 

3. Les Ties des Caintet. Paris, ter the author*i death at Amfterdam 
1701, in three volumes folio. in 17179 in duodecimo. 

4. Htftoire des fetes mobiles ; ki 7. Hiftoire des demeles du pap# 
vies des faints de Tancien Teftament Boniface VIII. avec Philip le Be) Roy 
la chronologic et la topographie das de France. Paris, 17 iS, duodecimo* 
Hunts. Printed at Paris in one vo* 

BAINBRIDGE (John) an eminent phyfician and aftro- 
nomer, born in the year 1582, at Afliby de la Zouch, in 
Leicefterihire.. He was educated at the public fchool of 
that town, and from thence went to Emanuel college in 
Cambridge, under the tuition of Dr. Jofeph Hall, af- 
terwards bifhop of Norwich. When he had taken his de- 
grees of bachelor and matter of arts, he went back to Lei- ^?°*^!? 
cefterfhire, where he taught a grammar-fchool for fome years, vol. ii. *°"* 
and at the fame time pradifed phyfic. He employed his lei- col. 34, 
fure hours in the mathematics, efpecially aftronomy, which Tho.Smith, 
had been his favourite ftudy from his earlieft years* By the noiHrdJ^vizA 
advice of his friends, who thought his abilities too great for J. Bain- 
the obfcurity of a country life, he removed to London, whefe j^*|jf *^' ^' 
he was admhted a fellow of the college of phyficians. His ^"uorunda^ 
defcription of the comet which appeared in 16 18, greatly fruditi/i. ec 
raifed his charadler. It was by this means he got acquainted ^^^^■'^[''^l' 
with fir Henry Savile, who> in the year 1619, appointed him quaitoy^ ' 

V0L.IL C im 
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his firft profeflbr of aftronomy at Oxford, upon which he 
removed to ih it utjiveili^, and wk^ entered a iiiafter com- 
Wood, ibid, moncr of Merton college, the iTiallcr and fellows whereof 
appmiited him jumor reader of Linacre^s ledlure in i6 jt» and 
Smith, p. fi- fuperior ivadcf m j6 js* As he refolved to publtfti correS 
editions of the audeiit aftronomers, agreeable to the ftatutes 
of the founder of his profeJTorfliip j in order to make bimfelf 
acquainted with the difcovcries of the Arabian aftronomers> 
he began the fludy of the arabic fanguage when he was above 
forty years of age. Some time before his death, he remov- 
ed to a houfe oppofite Merton college^ where he died, No- 
vember 3, 1643, in the fixty fticond year of his age, Hi^ 
body was conveyed to the public fchools, and an oration hav- 
ing been pronounced there in his praife, by Mr, Strode the 
univerllty-orator^ it was carried from thence to Merton col* 
lege church, and there depofited near the altar, and an epi- 
taph infcribed on his monumettt. He left feveral works^ but 
many of them have never been pubhihed (a). 



(a) The three foUowitig works 
*re aU that were pqbJifhcd of his i 

Tt An aftr<)noniical Dcfcnption of 
the late Cometj from the 18th of 
Novemher 161S5 to the i6th of De- 
cember follosving, Louden, 1619, 
quartOp This piece was only a fpe- 
eimcn cf a farg«r wcjrk, which the 
Author iritentied 10 publllli in Latin, 
finder the titJc of Cometo^raphia, 
Th* Smhh, CommentaT. p. 5- 

a. Pioctl fpbitra, Ptolomiei do 
hypothefibus pJanetarum liber Cw$\i- 
lans. To which he added Ptolemy's 
Canon rej^nonim. He collated thcfe 
pieces with ancient manufcriptSj ^nd 
has ^Ivcn a Ladn verrion of thcm^ 
ill unrated with figures. Primed 
10 1 620, in quarto. 

i« C^nicularia* A tre^tifCj cori- 
ccrning the dogftar and ilia cani- 
cular days. PubUflied at Oxford in 
164?, by Mr, Greaves, together 
with a demo oft ration <i( the heliacal 
fifing of Sirius, or the do^-flar, for 
th^parnlklcH owerEgypt. Dr. Bain- 
bdilge undertook this wyrk at the re- 
^acll of archbifhop UHierj but left it 
imperfect, being prevented by the 
breaking out of the civU war, or by 
tie at h, fo that tie was not able to fi- 
sinn 14| de^oni\rati0<| af tl)e h«Ut^ 



cal riling of the do^-Aar, Smithy 
p. H. 

There were fevcral diiTertaLiocis of 
his prepared for and committed t^ 
the prefs the year after his deathp 
but the edition of ihem wa^ never 
completed. The titled of them are 
as follow z 

1, AntiprognofticoTi, in quo /tASili- 
Kx^ aftroIogiCiEj caelcftium domdrum, 
et trlplicitatunn commentiSj magnif* 
quc Sacvrni et jovb (ciijufmcdi anno 
j63 3|Ctj643, comjgenim» ei viee- 
fimo fere quoque deinceps anno, rati« 
n atu riE legi bu 5^ recu rre n t ) con} u n^io- 
nibus innixae, vaiutas breviter dfl- 
tegitur. 

2. De merldjanonim five lon^f^- 
dinum dilferentUs inveniendis diircr* 
tado, 

J 4 De ^elLa Venem diatriba. 

Thctc were alfo fonic celeftia j oh* 
fervadona of his^ which may b# fecii 
m Ifmad Biilhaldu^*s AftroaomiA 
Philolaicaj publiftied at Paris in 1645. 

Bcfides what we have mentioned, 
there arc feverai other tra^a \vhicli 
ware never publifhed, but Mt 
by his will to ardibiHiop Udier | 
amoi^g whofc manufcripts they ar^ 
prcXei ved in the library of the cctlcg* 
t>f Dublin* AinosigO oUier*; are th« 

ftllowiflg ; 
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JbHowing : I. A Theory o^ the Suh, 
1. A Theory of the Moon. 3. A 
DHcourfe concerning the Quantity of 
the Year. 4. Two volumes of Aftro- 
Bomical Obfervations. 5. Nine or 
ten volames of tnifcellaoeous papers 
relating to the mathematics. Smith, 
p. 25. 



Ub undeftook Ukewiftr a deici-ip- 
tloti of the BritiOi OAonarchy, in or- 
der to (hew the advantages of the 
union of England and Scotland un* 
der One monarch j but this treatife 
was either loll or fupprefled by him. 
Ibid. 



BAItER (fir Richard) author of , the Chronicle of the 
kings of England, born at Si/Iingherft in Kent, about the 

J ear 1568. In 1584, he was entered a commoner at Hart Wood*t 
all in Oxford, where he remained three years, which, he ^^hen. 
fpent chiefly in the ftudy of logic and philofophy. Flom ^'^"1721 
dience he removed to one of the inns of court in Loti- vol. iL 
don, and afterwards travelled into foreign parts, in order to *®** 7'« 
complete his education. In 15949 he was, with feveral other 
perfons of quality, created mafter of arts at Oxford ; and in 
May 1603, received the honour of knighthood from king See bit 
James I. at Theobalds. In 1620, he was high-(heriff of ^^^^^^'^^^ 
Oxfordfhire, having the manor of Middle Afton and other 
ciiates in that county. He married a daughter of fir George 
Manwaring, of Ightiield in Shrop(bire, knight ; and having 
becomie furety for fome of that family's debts, was there- 
by reduced to poVerty, and thrown into the Fleet prifon» 
where he died February i8,*i644-5, and was buried about Wood. ibid. 
Ae middle of the fouth tile of St. Bride's church, Fleet-ftreet. ^^' 74* 
He was a perfon tall and comely (fays Mr • Wood), of a ibid, 
good difpofition and admirable difcourfe, religious, and well- coL 72* 
read in various faculties, efpecially in divinity and hiftoiy, 
as appears from the books he compofed (a). 



(a) Befides his Chronicle, he has 
left the following works : 

1. Cato varicgatus. Or Cato's Mo- 
ral DiAichs vaiied in verfe. Lottdon, 
1636. 

2. MediUtions and Difquifitions 
on the Lord's Prayer. London, 1637, 
quarto. 

3. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the three lafl Pfahm of David. 
London, 1639. 

4. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the fiftieth Pfalm. Lond. 1639. 

5. Meditations and DifquUitioos 
on the feven penitential PfaUns. 
London, 1^39, quarto. 

i. Meditations and Difquiiltions 



on the firft Pfalm. London, 1640, 
- quarto. 

7* Meditations and DifquiOtiont 
on the feven confolatory Pfalms of 
David. London, 164.0, quarto. 

8. Meditations and Prayers. upon 
the fevefl Days of the Weelc. Lon- 
don, i*40, quarto. 

9. Apology for Laymen writing 
on Divinity, iK>ndon, 1641, duodc« 
cimo. 

10. Short Meditations on the Fall 
of Lucifer, printed with the Apology, 
, : n. A Soliloquy of the Soul, or* 
Pillar of Thoughts. London, 1641, 
cluodecimo. 

12. Theatrum rediyivum, or th^ 
C % Thea^« 
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Theatre virtdlcatci ; in ahfwer to 
Mr. Prynnc's Hiftrlc-maflrix, Loit- 
doHj 1661, chSsvo. 

13. ThEairum triumphant, or a 
Difcourfc of Pla)s. London^ 1670, 

Wo have alfo a UAnll^uon of hi$ 



from Italian Into Engltfli, of tlie inif*^ 
cjub VirgUio M^Wtzzi's Difcourtet cm 
Tacky s. London^ 164*, foliQ* And ' 
rrom French into En^lidi^ ihe thrae 
firit parti of the Litters of MonfleiiJ' 
Balxacj London, i&^I, O^svo. 



Weed's BAKER (Thomas) an eminent mathematician j bom at 

Atheji. Ilton in SomeTletfcire, in the year 1625. In 1640, be waB 
foi% entered at Magtlnli:D hal!, Oxford; and in 1645, was e]e£i- 
coL gso, cd fcholar of Wad ham college* He look his degree of ba- 
Edii. Loud, (^i^^Jq,. Qf jijt5^ April 10, 1647, and foon after left the uni- 
'^^'' verfity. He afterwards became vicar of Biftops-Nymmet in 
DevonQiire^ where he Jived a ftudbus and retired life for ma- 
ny years, He chiefly applied himfelf to the ftudy of the ma- 
thematics; and he gav^ a proof of his great knowledge in 
this branch of learning, in the book hepuhlifhed intitled Xhe 
g;:ometncal key, etc. (a) of which performance there is an 
account In the Phnofophical Tran factions. A little before 
his death, the Royal Society fenthim fome queries, to which 
he returned fuch fatisfaiflory anfwers, that they gave him*a 
nieJal, with an infcription full of honour and refpeft. He 
died at Biihops^Nymmet, on the 5 th of June, 1690^ and 
was buried in his own church. 



No, 157, 

f 545* 



(a) The title of the book at full 
length is. The geomeftical key j or 
iht. pC€ of equations unlocked ; or, 
a new difcovery of the co nil ruction 
of all ecjuations, howfoever affect - 
ed, not exceeding the fourth degree, 
viz. of Unesrs, quadratics, cubio&, 
bi{[uadraiit:£^ and the finding of all 



their roof9, as well falfe as true^ 
without tlie ufc of merdahu^ trifec. 
tion of angles^ without rcdu^on, 
depreflion, or any other previous 
prepafattons of equations by ;i drcle, 
and any (and that one only) para* 
bole, etc. London, 1684, tjuarti?, 
in Latin and £nf liilit 



de cJaTis 
inCfrprec. 



BaLDUS (Ubaldus) a famous civilian lawyer whoflou- 
rifhed in the fourteenth century* He ftudied under Bart . )as» 
and became afterwards his rival. When he had received his 
dolor's degree, he maintained fomc thefcs which Eartolua 
endeavoured to confute for five hours fucceflivdy ; but all his 
attempts proved unfucc efsfuL He freqnently pleaded caufea 
againil BartoJus, fo that there arofe at laft fuch a jealousy 
between them as excited a mutual hatre^. He taught at Pe- 
rugiaj where he had for one of his fchcilar* Peter Beaufort^ 
attest wards pope of Rome under the name of Gregory XI. 
In 13785 he was named to a profeJlbrihip in Padua, where he 
remained till he went to fettle at the univerfity of Pavia, be- 
ing, induced to go thither by the ample encouragement of- 
fered 



BALDWIN. 21 

fered him by the duke of Milan. He was confulted here as a 
peribn deeply verfed in the law, and thereby acquired a con- 
fiderable fortune. He was pofTefTed of feveral lands, and liv- 
ed in a pleafant country-houfe near Pavia. ,1^.^ 

This great lawyer died the 28th of April, 1400 j his death 
being occafioned, as we are told, by the bite of a little dog 
which he ufed to kifs and fondle : the animal is fuppofed to 
have been mad, and the fubtle poifon difperfed itfelf over 
Baldus's whole body ; and though for a long time it feemed to 
have no efle£l, yet at length it produced in him the hydro- 
phobia, or fear of water, and brought upon him an incurable 
diftemper. He has left feveral workb (a). 

(a) Moreri mentions the follow- 3. Super Ff. veteri, lib. xxIy. 
ing : 4. Super Ff. infortiati, lib. xiv. 

1. Super Codice^ lib. ix. 5. Super 2. Decretalium, Ub. i. 
. 2. Super Ff. novo^ l)b. xlL Concilia^ etc. 

BALDWIN, archbifhop of Canterbury in the reigns of 
Henry II. and Richard I. born of obfcurc parents at Exeter, 
where he received his education. He afterwards entered into 
holy orders, and was made archdeacon of Exeter. Soon after 
however be quitted his preferment, and took upon him the 
habit of the Ciftertian order in the monaftery of Ford in De- 
vonfliire, and in a few years became abbot thereof. In the 
year 11 80, he was promoted to the fee of Worcefter; and, 
upon the death of the archbifliop of Canterbury, in 1 1 84,. 
was appointed his fucccflbr, being the firft of his order 
that was advanced to the archiepifcopal dignity in England. 
On^die 3d of September, 1 190, he performed with great fo- 
Icmnity the coronation of king Richard I. at Weftminfter. 
The next year he made a journey into Wales, where he per- 
formed mafs in all the cathedral churches, and prevailed on 
feveral of the Welfh to join the cruKade. He afterwards em- 
barked at Dover veith Hubert bifhop of Salifbury, in order to 
follow king Richard to the Holy Land j but when he arrived 
at the king's army in Syria, he was feized with a mortal dif- 
tenjper, of which he died at the fiege of Acres or Ptolemais, 
He wrote feveral traSs (a). 

(a) The mofl remarkable of which 
are the following : 
J. De facramento altaris. 

2. De commendatione fidci. 

3. De orthodoxis Dogmatibus^ 

4. De fe£(i& hereticorum, 
5f De unitate shi^riutki 



6. 


De amore. 


7- 


Defacerdotiojoannis Hircani, 


8. 


De eruditionc Giraldi. 


9- 


Thjrty-tbiee Sermons, 


10. 


De.hiAoriis regum. 


11. 


Conua Henricum Wimonicn- 


feip. 
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TS« Il« a^mmendACiorie virgvniti- 
tik 

13, De angefi nuntlat 
J4f De Cruce, 

16. Carmen dfvocionii» 



L E. 



17< Epiftolae. 

Bildwin*s workK wcfc celleScrf 
md publifhed by BerirarKl Tilfier iit 
i€6i. Script. fiibliQih* CcA^rcicnf* 
torn. V, 



BALE (John) biOiop of Offory id Ireland, born at Cove, 

a fmal! village in Suffollc, about five miles from Dunwich, 

^ , His parents being in poor circumftances, and encumbered 

^ortMcs of with a large family, he was entered at twelve years of age In 

Swftbifc, the monaltcry of Carmelites at Norwichj aiid from thenct 

I>pfi3, removed to Jefus college at Cambridge. He was bred up in 

the Romifli religion, but became afterwards a proteftant. He 

bitnfe If tells us, *' that he was invoived ia the utmoft igno- 

" ranee and darknefs tjf mind both at Norwich and Cam- 

** bridge, till the word of God fhining forth, the churches 

" began to rtturn to the true fountains of divin ty. That 

** the inftrument of his convedion wa5 not a prieft or a monk, 

" but the moft noblt? earl of Wentwonh ( a)/* His conver- 

fion however greatly expofed him to the pcrfecution of the 

Romifli clergy, and he niuft have felt their refentment had he 

not been protCL^ed by lord Cromwell, a nobleman in high fa* 

vour with Henry VIII. But upon the death of this noble- 

niaii^ Bale was ubiigcii to ily to Holland, where he rejnained 

fix years, durijig which time be wrote fever al pieces tn the Eng- 

lifli language. He was recalled into England by Edward VI. 

and prefented to the living of Bilhops-Stoke> in the county 

Vctcacyfifi of of Southampton. The 1 5th of Aueuft, t S P- ^^ ^^^ noma- 

johAnn^ie iiated to the fee of OiFory by king Edward VI. Upon his ar- 

i^oriic of ^^^^^ ^" Irtland, he ufed his utmoifc enJcavonrs to reform the 

oabry, manners of his djocele, to corre^ the vicious praSices of the 

Rom. ^1553* prieits, toabolifh the niafsj and to eftabliflithe ufe of the new 

Book of Common 1^'rayer tct forth in England ; but all his 

fchemcs of this kind having proved abortive by the death 

of king Edward, and acceflion of cjueen Mary, he became 

greatly expofed to the outrages of the papifts in Ireland : once 
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(a) In omm literarafn barbaHc ic 
iT^cntis Cflecitate lific et C^nrabngiJE 
peiVagaibaTj n^iUum hftbens lutorem 
aut Mec^ natirm, doTtec, lucct^ic Dei 
Ttrbo, cccleriffi rev^?cfln ca-pafem <id 
ycT^ theologian pQiiflimos fontes. In 
fo auttim fpicndorc ortus novi Hkru* 
filem, nori ^ moDschoatit facrifico va- 
f^iuSf fed ab illut't ri dominc Wcnfot- 
#0| tanquam a «:c:mur]oiie jl}i> qui 



Chrifttjm Dfi ftltum siT& dicebat, fcfia 
excUaius, dcfomvitAtL^m meam quam 
f rimwm vidi et agnavi. Pratinufque 
divina bomtAte ab arido moiit# in 
floddam ac ficundam evangelii val- 
lem Traj)sftrcbar| ubi omnia reperi 
non m arena, fed fwpra folidam pe- 
tfam adiftC4W. E^ieui de reipfo, 
apud ^^Tlfu BtIu ccMUr.vm. cjip, 

tat. 

in 
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BALE. 

Ml particular, we are told, that Hve of hrs domeftics were 
murdered, whilft they were making hay in a meadow 
near his houfe ; and having received intimations that the 
priefts were plotting his death, he retired from his fee to 
Dublin. He afterwards made his efcape in a fma]] veflel 
from that port, but was taken by the captain of a Dutch 
man of war, who ftripped him of all his money and efFedls, 
and when he arrived in Holland, he was obliged to pay thirty 
pounds before he could procure his liberty. From Holland 
he retired to Bafil in SwiiTerland, where he continued dur- 
ing the reign of queen Mary. 

On the acceffion of queen Elizabeth, he returned from wansai d« 
exile, but did not chufe to go again to Ireland, being fatif- Script. Hib. 
fied with a prebend of Canterbury, in which city he died^^'"'**^'^' 
November 1563, being then in the fixty-eighth year of his 
age, and was buried in the cathedral of that place. 

This prelate t^as left a celebrated work, containing the 
Jives of the moft eminent writers of Great Britain (b), be* 
fides feveral other pieces (c). 



(b) This work is in Latin; It was 
not at firft pubf iihed complete : when 
it made its firft appearance it was in- 
titled Summarium illuftrium majoris 
Brytanniacy quarto, Wefel, > 549* I( 
was.addreifed to king Edward VI. 
and contained only five centuries of 
writers. He afterwards added four 
more, and made feveral additions and 
corre^ons throughout the whole 
work. The title of the bopk thus 
enlarged, is as follows, Scriptorum 
illuflrium majoris Brytannic, quam 
nunc Angliam et Scociam vocant, 
Catalogus, a Japheto per 3618 an- 
nos ufque ad annum hunc Domini 
is 57, ex Berofo, Gennadio, Bcda, 
Honorio, Boftone Burienii, Frumen- 
tari«, Capgravo, Boftio, Burello, 
Triffa, Tritemio, Gefnero, Joanne 
Lelando, atque aliis authoribus col- 
ledus, et ix. c6nturias contains. 

(c) The following is a catalogue 
of his other works, as given by Mr. 
Filler. The titles are not given, only 
thefubjeds on which he wrote, briefly 
exprefled. 

Firft, thofe he compiled whilft he 
was yet a papift i 

I. A bundle of things v^orth 
- knowiflg, a« The writers fir^mf lUs* 



3. The writers from Berthold. 4. 
Additions to Trithemius. « . German 
Colledions. 6. French Colledions. 
7. Engli(h CollcAions. 8. Divert 
writings of divers learned men. 9. 
Catalogue of generals. 10. The fpi« 
ritual war. 1 1 . The caftle of peace. 
It, Sermons for children. 13. To 
the fynod at Hull, i^ An anfwer 
to certain queflions. 15. Addition 
to Palaonydorus. 1^. The hiilory 
of patronage. 17. The ftory of Si- 
mon the Englishman . i8. Theilo^ 
ry of Francus Senenfls. 19. Thf 
ftory of Brocard. 10. A commen- 
tary on Mantuan*s preface to his 
Fafti. 

Secondly, of thofe he wrote after 
he had renounced popery, the follow- 
ing are in Latin. 

I. The Heliades of thu Engli(h. 
2. Notes on the three tomes of Wal- 
den. 3. On his bundle of Tares, 

4. On Polydore de rerum inventioni- 
bus. 5. On Textor's Officina. 6. 
On Capgrave*8 Catalogue. 7. On 
Barneses Lives of the popes. 8. Th« 
ads of the popes of Rome. 9. A 
tranflation of Thorpe's Examination. 

In Engliih metre^ and divers forta 
of vfr(«» 

C 4 !• Th# 



t* The (ifeof John Baptift, x 
Of John B^ptift's prwchiDg. j, of 
Chnft^ temptation, 4, Two eomtf- 
dies of Choirs baptifm anfl lempta- 
tiom. 5. A comedy of Chriil at 
twelve vr;(rs oW. 6, A comedy of 
iht laifrng of Uzi^rti^. 7, a comedy 
of the high pri^rts coy ndl. S, a 
comedy cf Simort fhe leper, g a 
comedy of the Urd^Oipper 4ild the 
wailiing of ihedifcipJef feet, i©^ 
Two comcdtca (or rather trasedjes) 
of ChrifTa paiBon. , j . Two corijc* 
dicsof ChtUriburUl and Kfurrcc- 
tion. li. A poem of Cod^s pro- 
mif«. 15. Agaimt thnfe rhat per- 
vert God^s wc^td. J4. Qf the car- 
rupuogofGad^il.w*. .,.Agai«ft 
carpers and traducer*, 16. a de- 
fence of kmgjcim. ,;. Of king 
Heufy s two marriages. 18, Of popilh 
;..J*' ^^ ^^'^ treachcnei, 
»o. Of Thomas BccKtt^a import urt^s. 
ai. The miage of bve. n, pa^, 
Jnachkts^a tragedies tranfiatcd, 2, 
Chnrtian founds. 
In Efiglijh profe 1 
1. A commentary on St. lohn's 
Apotalypfe. 4. A fouipletifion of 
the Apocalypfe. 3, WickJiff ^a M«',r 
wiibtl.epaptfts, 4. Sir John 0!d^ 
Wftjc* trials. 5, An apolt^gy for 
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Berncs, 6, a derence of Gr#y ^gaid 

Smith. 7, John Lamberts cool^ 

Ron^ 8, Anne Afkew^s martynioi 

9; Of Lmher'. deceafe. lorT* 

bjfhops alcoran, 1,. The man 

'^n^ i=. The myaeryof iniqai 

'3. Ag^mfl Amichrifts, or f 

Chrift*. ,4, AgjinABaars pri< 

or B^iaJamire*, i^. Again ft t| 

'^Wy . rmgie hfe. 16. A difpato* 

of popifh vows and pricfl hood, m 

The aas of Englifli votaries, ,n t« 

F^m. r?. Of her^tks indeed, t. 

Apmft the popilh mafs. 10. Thl 

drujika.ds mafa. n. Apinfl popTi 

perfu^from, a^, Ag.lnrt Standi*, 

the.mpoftor. ^ t. Ag^inft Bonttf r-j 

It' rt^':f '^"^cvmary fwearing. 
^7- On Manruan of death, ag a 
week befi,r« Cod, 25, Of hb eij|! 
^ng to a bilhoprie, 30. Of Le^nd'* 
Journal or an abridgment of Lc- 

i^f.pn c>f Sebald Hcyd^n^s ApoC 
^pm^t^Salveregma, 3^. Ai3 
tion of Gardener's Oration of tw 

0^cd.^.„.ndBonner^.epiAfe before 
«t|^^ithaprefacetoit, notes on it 
^nd an epilogue to the reader. Abef 
Redivtvur, p. 509, 510, 



Sfft Lb 



frr poetry, of which thi.= prin« wL a 'reirf- ' '"'""f 
had himfelf made conf^l.rable ,,mfi^!!, ^u^''*.^'^"''^"' ^"^ 

•-J go., thrcgh a propXtS'oTSriir^nect^ ""^ 
orders, and was madecnnort ol Rofs a„.J uj "^'*''' '"f° 
"y. He likewife obtained he office of f Wt '^*'''"" '^'' ^^"^- 
court of chancery which hie i.tku, "■'."*-''eg'«er to the 
bur ,h., he held c.;. dl'bj' Jell" ^-f '^T^'^ l«^'«c hi,n ; 

majcfty s command he tjanflated inrn t J^: '^J' *"* 

"r floe,;..., Hifio,, („, ^^^ '- Jt^-^f/XSi^- 

(a) It wa* prlnt{>d in folia ar ^-a .. 
ti.U The Mftory .nd^hroniHc/of Zn^tlf it'"", '"'* "^«<"- B™!'. 
7 "" w Mr. Joho Ballcnden, aichrfenc of 

Murray 
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both in Scotland and England. He was reftored to hb oiEce 
of clerk-regifler in the Succeeding reign, and was alfo made 
one of the lords of feffion. He was a moft zealous Romanift, 
and joined his endeavours to thofe of Dr. Laing, in order to 
check the progrefs of the reformation j and it is not impro- 
bable that the difputes he was drawn into on this account, 
proved at length fo uneafy to him as to make him leave his 
native country. He died at Rome, A. D, 1550. He wrote 
feveral pieces in verfe as well as profe (b). 

Murray and chanon of KofTe^ at addrdTed to king James ; which, it 

Gonunand of James the fyfte, king of is likely, were once pnbliflied, but 

Scottls, imprintet in Edenburgh be are not at prefent extant : and man/ 

Thomas Davidfon, dwelling foraens other pieces, which are now funk in 

the Fryere-wynde. oblivion, fuch as viiions, mifceJU- 

(b) He tranflated alfo Boetius*8 aiei, proems to his profe works. In 

Defcription of Scotland, and is faid the large Colledion of Scots poemv 

to have wrote a defcription of hif by Mr. Carmichael, there were fome 

own, under the title of A defcrlp- of our author* son various fubjeds. 
^on pf Albany. He wrote EpifUes, 

BALUZE (Stephen) a French writer, born in the year NiceronMe- 
1631, at Tulles, in the province of Guienne. He received "^°»r« f^*?^ 
the rudiments of his education at Tulles, and went to finifii ^Jl\^^ *" 
it at Touloufe, where he obtained a fcholarfhip in the col- Hommes 
lege of St. Martial. In 1656, Mr. deMarca, archbifliop of ^il"^'^5»» 
Touloufe, invitecl him to Paris, which invitation he accepted p^^gi* 
of, an^ in a little time gained the efteem and entire confi- Paris 1729, 
dence of this prelate. But upon the death of the archbifliop, 
which happened in June 1662, Baluze foucd himfelf under a 
ncceffity of looking out for another patron. He was agree- • 
ably prevented by M. Tellier, afterwards chancellor of 
France, who having an intention to engage him in the fervice 
of abbe le Tellier his fon, afterwards archbifliop of Rheims, 
niade him feveral confiderable prefents. Some obftacles 
however having happened to prevent the fuccefs of this 
affair, and Mr. Colbert having offered to make Baluze his 
library-keeper, he accepted of this office, but not till he had 
obtained the confent of M. le Tellier for that purpofe. He ibid. p. 190. 
continued in this employment till fome time after the death 
of M. Colbert J when not finding things fo agreeable under 
the archbifliop of Rouen, he declined being any longer li- 
l^rarian. It muft be obferved however, that the excellent 
colleftion of manufcripts and many other books which are 
fo be found in that library, is owing to his care and ad- isnccron 



Vice. 



p- 



191. 
In 
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In 1670, he was appointecl profeflbr of canon 4ew in the 

royal college, wich this mark of refpc£l, that ihc profeflbr- 
fliip was inftitutcd by the king on his account* In 1668, 
the abbe Faget publiftcd feveral works of the arcHbifljtip dc 
Marcai and having in his life prefixed thereto* aJTertedthat 
the archbifiiop, at hts death, had ordered M* Baluze to give 
up all his papers in his pofTcfHon to the prefidcnt de MarcE 
his fon ; this raifed the rdentment of Baluze, who vindi^ 
cated himfelf in feveral fevcre letters, which he wrote againd 
the abbe Faget, In i6g^, he publiftied bis Lives of the 
popes of Avignon J the king was fo much pleafed with this 
work, that he gave him a penfion, and appointed him direc- 
tor of the royal college* But he foon felt the uncertainty of 
favours from a court, for having attached himft^lf to the car- 
dinal Bomllon, who had engaged him to write the hiflory 
of bis family, he became involved in his difgrace, and received 
a Lcttte de cachet, ordering him to retire to Lyons* The 
only favour he could obtain, was not to be removed to fuch 
a diftaocc : he was fent firft to Roan, then to Tours, and 
aftcrwarils to Orleans* He was recalled upon the peace, 
but was Jicver employed again as a proreflbr or diredlor of the 
royal college, nor could he recover his pcnfionp 

Baluze lived now at a confiderable dlftance from Paris^ 
and was above eighty years of age, yet he ftill continued his 
SceiUoVoU -application to his ftudies ; he was engaged in publiftiing St. 
fjf Lcw.xtv Cyprian's works, when he was carried off by death, on ih« 
in the Mof 2 Hlh of Julyt T 7 1 8, in the eighty eighth year of his age. 

Mr* Balitze has left the world little of his own compolition* 
yet It is allowed there arc few writers who have done greater 
iervicc to the public by collcdring from all parts the ancient 
manufcripts, and illuftrating them with notes (a). He wai 

extremely 






authoia* 



(a) His workf of this kind arc as 
ibllow: 

J, Antifrlzonluf, Tolotae^ ids^r* 
in duodecimo* 

1p DifTcrcatioiv fur le tempSj ou a 
T&cu S. Sad roc cveque de X.jmo^e^. 
Tulks, 1655; in duodecimo, 

3^ Dif^e^u^to de fan£*U Chro, 
Lando^ Ulfradoj BauTnadOj quciruni 
factBc rdiquia; fervantur in cathedraU 
ecclefra Tutelenfi apud Lemoyii:es, in 
c^avo. Tutdse, 16 j 6^ in duodc- 
dmOf 

4. Petri de Mirca Ac concordia f&- 
Cfrdodt Sg imy^fjif hu de libciutU 



Srep^ Baruzio emcndad^ Parif, 1691^ 
fdho^ It. PariC. ]'^99j folio, U. 
Parif. 1704, foUo, 

(f , Salviani Mafliiicuijs Sc VinceiiMi 
Liritienfi^ opera^ cum noiii. Parif* 
ihB'^j in oftavo, U. Parif, 1669^ 
in o£tavOi It. Parif. i63fj in ac- 
ta vOi 

6. Scr^atl Lupl prefbytcri it abba* 
tis FerradenGs Opera, Parif, 1664, 
in qftavo. 

7, S. Agobardi archiepifcop! Lu^- 
duncnfis op.ra. Item Epiftola et 
Opufcda, Lt;idradi it Amy tot] ib 

arch. 
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^^ 



extremely well ' verfed in this kind of knowledge, and 
was perfe£t]y well acquainted with profane as well as eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory, and the caiion law both ancient and modern. 
He kept a correfpondence with all the men of learning in 
France, and other countries. His converfation was eafy and 
agreeable, and even in his old age he retained great vivacity. 
He ihewed fbmewhat of caprice in his laft will, by appoint- Niceniii* 

p.194.. 



9rch. Lugd. nods illuftrata. Parif. 
1666, in odavoy 2 torn. 

8. Concilia Galliae Narbonneniiii, 
cum notis. Parif. 1668, in odavo. 

9. S. Ccfarii Arelatenfis ^pifcopi 
homiiiz xiv. notis illuftratae. ParlT. 
1669, in o^vo. 

10. Regioni^ abbatit Prumienfis 
Kbri ii. de ecclefiafticia difciplinis et 
reiigionae Chrliliana t acceflit Rhaba- 
ni archiep. Moguntini epidola ad 
Heribaldum epifc. Antifliodorenrem^ 
cum notis. Parif. 2677, in o^- 
w. 

Ii« Ant. Auguftini archiep. Tara- 
conenfis dialogorum libri ii. de emen- 
datione Gratiani, cum notis. Parif, 
1672, in oftavo. . 

i2.*Marii mercatoris opera, cum 
aotjs. Parif. 1684^ in odavo. 

13. Mifcellanea, hoc eit> colle^io 
Teterum monumentorum, quae hac- 
tenus latuerunt in variis codicibus ac 
bibliothecis. Parif. inoAavo. 

14. Petri Gallandi vita Petri Caf- 
tellani magni Franciae eleemofinarii 
edente, cum nods D. Stephano Ba- 
luaio, qui etiam duas ejufdem CaAel- 
lani orationes habitas in funere regis 
Francifct I. adjecit. Parif. 1674, 
in odlayo. 

K, Capitularia rcgujn Franco^um, 
additaefunt Marculfi monachi & alio- 
rum formube veteres et note dodlifli- 
monim virorum. Parif. 1677, folio, 
atom. 

1 6 . (.ucii CaecUli Firmiani La£(an- 
tii liber ad Donatum confeflbrem de 
mortibus perfecutorum ; nunc pri> 
mam prodit operas Audio Stephani 
Baluziiy cum notis. Parif. 1680, in 
odavo. Edicio fecunda, cum notis 
▼arion]n\y recenfuit Paulus Baldri. 
yitrajedi, 1692, in odavo. 

17. Epiitolarum Innocentii III. 



pontificis Roman! libri xl. accedunt 
geiU ejufdem Innocentii, etc. Parif. 
1682, folio, % tom. 
• 18. Nova colleaio conciHonim« 
cum nods. Parif. 1683, folio. 

19. Marca Hifpanica, five limet 
Hifpanicus, hoc eft, geographica ct 
hiftorica defcripdo Cautauniae, Bar- 
cinonis, et circumjacendum populo- . 
rum audtore illuft. V. Petro de Mar- 
ea. Parif. 1688, folio. 

»o. Petri de Marca archiepifcopi 
Pariiienfis opufcula, nunc primum in 
lucem edita. Parif. 1 681, inodaro. 

21. Vitae Paparum Avenionenfi- 
um. Parif. 1693, in quarto, 4. tom. 

21. Niftoire genealogique de la 
maifon d*Auvergne, juftifiee par det 
chartes, titres, biftoires anciennes, 
et autres preuves autendques. Paris, 
1708, 

23. Lettre pour fervir de reponfe 
a divers ecrits, qu'on a fcmcz dant 
Paris et la cour, contre quelques an« 
ciens titres, qui prouvent que mef- 
fieurs de Bouillon defcendant en Ugne 
dire^te et mafcuUne des anciens dues 
de Guyenne et comtes d*AuvergBe« 
Paris. 1698, folio. 

24. Hiftoriae Tutelenfis libri iiL 
Parif. 1 717, in quarto. 

25. Lettresau P. Tournemine fur 
Pedition de S. Cyprian qu'il prepare. 

26. Epiftola ad V« C. Eufebium 
Redonotum, de vita et morte Car. 
du Frcfne du Cange. 

27. S. Caeoilii Cypriani, epifcopi 
Carthaginienfis et martyris,, opera, 
ad MSS. codices recogniu et illuftra- 
ta, Audio et labore Stephani Bafuzii. 
Abfolvit poft Baluzium, ac praefado- 
nem et vitam S. Cypriani adornavit 
unus ex monachts cong. S. ^auri, 
Parif. 17 z 6, in folio. Niceron* 
vol. i. 

ing 
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ing a woman, no ways related to him, his folelegatee^ and 

leaving nothing to his family and fervants. 



NJCCTCU* 



BALZAC (John Lewis Guez de) a French writer, 
born in 1594, at Angoukme, the capital of the province of 
Angoumois, About fi ventecn years of age he went to Hol- 
land, where he compofcd a difcourfe on the ftate of the 
United Pjovinces, He accompanied alfo the date d'Epernon 
to fevcral place?* In 162 1, he was taken into the fervice of 
the cardinal dc laV alette, with whom he fpent eighteen months 
at Rome, Upon his rctyrn from thence, he retired to his 
eflatc at Balzac, where he rcmatned for feveral years j till he 
was drawn from thence by the hopes he had conceived of 
raifmg his fortune by means of cardinal Richlieu, who bad 
Ibid. f, 316, formerly courted his friendfhip; but being in a few years 
tired of the Davifh and dependent ft ate of a court-life, he 
went again to bis countiy retirement : all he obtained from 
the court was a penfion of two thoufand livres, with the ad- 
dition of the titles of coynfelior of ftate and hiftoriographer 
of France; which he ufcd to call magnificent trifles. 

Mr. Balzac was much cftt cmed as a writer, efpeciaJIy for 
bis Letters, which went through feveral editions. Voltaire 
Age of allows him the merit of having given numbers and harmony 
Ltwh XIV. to the Frencb profe, butcenfures his ftylc as fomewhat bom- 
'** baft. There were in his own time alio fome critics who 
ftarted up againft him : the chief of ihefe was a young Feuil- 
p,3^r. lant, namcddon Andre de St. Denis, who wrote a piece en- 
titled. The conformity of M* de Balzac's eloquence, with 
that of the greatell men in the pad: and prefcnt times. Al- 
though this piece was not printed, yet it palled from hand to 
hand as much as if it had b^;cn printed^ This made Balzac 
vfiih to have it publicly refuted, which was accordingly done 
by prior Ogicr^ in 1627* Father Goulu, general of the 
Feuillants, undertook the caufe of brother Andre, and, under 
the title of Phylfarchus, wrote two volumes of letters againll 
Balzac. Several orfier pieces were alfo wrote againft M, 
Bakac, but he did not think proper then to anfwer his ad- 
vierfaries : be M indeed write an apology for himfelf, but 
this was never made public till it appeared with Tome other 
pieces of his in the year 1 645 ( a ) . The death of his chief adver- 

fary 

(a) The foJiowing^ is a lift of his s. Lt Pjjo«. Paris, i6|i,quar^ 

works \ ^ to> This piKct was tr<)nilaied tnto 

1* Litres'. Tarlfj i&Hj '^ ^^' Englifh, and publi/licd at London in 

4 3' D^ 
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bxy &ther Goulu having happened in 1629, put an end to 
all his difputes, and reftored him to a ftate of tranquillity, 
for don Andre de St. Denis, who had been the firft aggreflbr, 
became heartily reconciled, and went to pay him a vifit at 
Balzac. 

Mr. Balzac had but an infirm conftitution, infomuch that 
when he was only thirty years of age, he ufed to fay he was Niceroo, 
older than his father, and that he was as much decayed as a Pv3<7- 
ihip after her third voyage to the Indies ; but notwithfland- 
ing his ill ftate of health, he lived till he was fixty years of 
age, when he died on the 1 8th of February, 1 654, and was ibM. p. 31 J. 
interred in the hofpital of Notre Dame des Anges. He be- 
queathed twelve thoufand livres to this hofpital, and left an 
eftate of an hundred franks per annum, to be employed eve- 
ry two years for a prize to him, who, in the judgment of the 
French academy, ihould compofe the ^beft difcourfe on fome 
moral fubjc£l. The prize is a golden medal, reprefenting on 
one fide St Lewis, and on the other a crown of laurel, with n>i(i,p.3t9« 
this motto, A l'immortalite, which is the devife of the 
academy. 

3. Difcourt fur unc tragcdic. He- oeuvres. Paris, 1651. 

rodes Infanticida. Paris, 1636. 9. Lettres familiares a M. Chape« 

4. DUScoure politique fur Tetat dcs lain* Paris, 17 5^. 

ProTinccs Units. Leyde, 1638, 10. Entretiens. Paris, 1657.* 

5. Oeuvres diverfcs, Paris, 1644, 11. Arirtippc. Paris, 1658, quarto, 
qi^rto. All the above works wcpc collet- 

6. LeBarbon. Paris, 164 S,o6lavo. cd together, and printed at Paris in 

7. Carminum libri iii. ejufdem 1665, with a preface by abbe deCaf- 
cpiftole fele^z. Parif. 1650. fagnes. Niceron, vol. xxiii. p. 31^. 

8. Socrate Chretienne, et autKS 

BAMBRIDGE, or Bainbridge (Christopher) arch- 
bifliop of York, and cardinal-pricft of the Roman church, 
born at Hilton, near Appleby, in Weftmorland, and educat- 
ed at Queen's college in Oxford. Soon after he had entered 
into holy orders he was prefented to the redorflrip of Allcr, 
in tb^diocefip of Bath and Welh. In 1485, he was made 
jpfebendaryof.South-Grantham, in the cathedral church pf^o^^*, 

. SaJiflxMy> but r^figned it the fame year for that of Chardftock ; Ath. Oxon. 
and the year following he was made prebendary of Horton, in ^°*- ^^*^' 
the fame church, on the refignation of R. Morton. In 1495, n^H'e, 
he WQS, clewed provoft of queen's college, being about the 
fame time created doflor of laws. In 1 503, he was admit- 
ed prebendary of Strenfliall, in the cathedral church of York, 
void by the refignatioi? of Geoffrey BIyth promoted to the fee 
ef Litchfield ^nd Coventry j and th? fame y^ar was inftalled 

. ' - in 
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in the deanrjr of that church. In 1505^ he was made AeM 
of Wifidfor, mafter of ibe rolls, anil one of the king's coun* 
fellors. In 1507^ he was preferred to the fee of Durham ; 
and the year folJowing iranllated to the archbifliopric of 
York, 

He was employed by Henry VI I, in fcveral enibailjcs^ 
hut chiefly dlfHagULfhed hlmfelf in that from king Hen- 
ry VUL to pope Julius II. who in the year 1511, creat- 
ed him a cardinal, with the title of St- Praxede, and ap-' 
pointed him legate of the ecclefiaftical army, then befieg- 
ing the fort of Baitia* In return for thcfe favours Barn- 
bridge fent difpatches to the king, urging him to undertake 
his holinefs's caufe, and not to fufFer a pope^ who had been 
Folyivirg, futha friend to the liberties of Chriftendom^ to fall a racri* 
ArtgLHift- ficc to his enemies. The king, influenced by the cardinal *s 
^iVXBau ^^^'» '^*^ ^^^ affair before his council, in which j after long 
1651* debates, it was at length refolved to undertake the war. 

This prelate died at Rome, the J4thof July, 1514, hav- 
ing been poifoned, as it is faid, by one of his domeftfcs, Bc- 
Hift.^cCar- ing One day (as Mr, Aubery informs us) in a violent paflioriy 
dinsux, cd, ^q which he was naturally fubje^t, he fell upon Rinaldo his 
"■ fteward, and beat him exccfliv^cly : in revenge of thi-; ufage, 

the fteward took an opportunity of adminiftring poifon to ni^ 
mafter | for which being apprehended and imprifooed, he 
prevented the executtcn of public juftice by hanging htmfelf. 
The cardinal was buried at Rome, in [he Englilh church of 
St. Thomas, and the following epitaph was put upon his 
tomb: 

CHRISTOPHORO. ARCHIBPlSCOPOt ELORACENSI, S. PRAX- 
I^DIS PRESBYTERO. CARBINALI* ANGLtiE, A. IVLIO. II, 
rONTlFlCE, MAXIMO, OE, EGREGIAM- OPERAM. S. E, 
BCCLESI^. PRJESTITAM* DVM. SVK KEGNI* LEGATVS. 
£SS£T, ASSVMPTO* qVAM* MOX, POMI, ET- FORIS* CAS- 
TRIS. PONTiFlCIlS, PRjEFECTVS. TI^TATVS. EST, 

Pits fpeaks of Bamb ridge as a man of learning, and tellt 
us that he wrote many things in the civil law, and fome ac- 
count of his cmbaffieS} but none of them have come down 
to us. 

BANGIUS (Thomas) profelTor of divinity in the uni- 
verfityof Copenhagen, born in the year 1600. He had fome 
of his education at the college of Othenfee, in the iCe of 
Funen \ and from thence went to Copenhagen about the 
year 1621^ where he prof^cuted hl& ftudiei wilb g^c-^ fyccefs. 

Urn 
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He was appointed preceptor to Chriftlan Frifi, eldeft foA to 
the chancellor of Denmark. When he had been in this em- 
ployment about five years, he obtained a penfion from the 
king. He ftudied divinity under profeflbr Brochmand ; and 
afterwards went to Francker, where he applied to Rabbinical 
and Chaldee learning under Sixtinus Aniama. He ftudied af- 
terwards at Wirtcmberg, where he received a letter from the 
TC&OT and academic council of Copenhagen, with an offer of 
the Hebrew profeflbrihip : he at firft excufed himfelf, alledg* 
ing he had not fufficient learning to difcharge fuch an office ^ 
but, by the advice of Mr, Brochmand, he at length ac- 
cepted of it, on condition he fhould be allowed to employ 
the fallary in ftudying the Arabic and Syriac tongues, for 
fome years, under Gabriel Sionita, In 1630, he entered on 
his profeflbrfhip, which he filled with great applaufe till the 
year 1 652, wheh he fucceeded Mr. Brochmand as profeflbr of 
divinity. The year following he was admitted dodlor in die 
fame faculty, in the prefencc of the king and queen. Three 
years after he was appointed librarian to the univerfity. He 
was fuddenly taken ill on ths nth of OSober, 1661, and 
died on the 27th of the fame month. He has left feveral 
works (a), 

(a) Hepublifhedyin 1627, i. An S, Phofphorus infcripttomt hiercWi 

expofition of a paifage in Jeremiah. fymbolicc, quo Stellaeburgum regium 

t. VindicielocorumOenef.xlriii. Hafnienfe illuftratur. 164.8. 

16. Genef. vi. i . Pf. xix. i« 1630. 9, TropKumprotevangelicum^civo 

3. Fontiom Ifraelis trial, Jona, ex fcriptis pontificorum odenditur 
lifichea, Ruth. 1631. veram eife ledlionem " Ipfum con- 

4. Exerciutiones glottologica de '* teret tibi caput,** et foil Chrifto 
•rto linguarum. 1634. conveoere, 164.9. 

5. ExerdUtionet o€to titteraric 10. Exerciutio elenchtica de Ne- 
antiquiutis. 1638, philimis, gigantibus vulgo dials, op- 

6. Obfervationumphilologicarum. pofita Jaeobo Boulducco. i65». 
1640. II. Oliva facra pads repurgata. 

7. Hermes et Pan Hebraicus, quo 1654.. 

Yhrum abfoluti Nebraici Jexicographi s». Cclum oritmis et priiici nuin- 
fxemplum proponitur. 164.1. di« 1657. 

BANISTER (John) an eminent phyfician of the fix- 
teenth century. He ftudied philofophy for fome time at the 
univerfity of Oxford, and afterwards having entered up- 
on the phyfic line, he applied himfelf entirely to that faculty «r^^* 
and furgery. In July, 1 573, he took the degree of bachelor Ath. Oro«. 
in phyfic, and was admitted to praflice. He removed from 
Oxford to Nottingham^ where be lived many years^ and was 

is 
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ia high efteem for his {kill in phyfic and furgcr)% 
left feverd works on thit rubje£t (a). 



He ha 



(4) T, A ne«dfuit» new, and ne- 
celTary treatife of thinirgery, briefly 
comprctitnditig the genetal and par* 
ticukr cUfaiiori of ulceri, London, 
1 575, oetAVo. 

a* Certsiin cxpcrimunts of his own 
invcution, etc* 

3. Hiliory df man, fucked from 
the fap of the HHoft approved anato- 
mifts, etc* m nine books • London, 

4. Compendious cbirurgery, ga- 
tbered md tranHated efpecially out of 



Weckcr, etc. LondoTi, 15^9,0^^0; 

5» Antidotary chirurgkal, con tim- 
ing v;jricEy of a1] fort* of medkincR, 
etc* London, 1589, o€t*vo. 

Several jears after his death, id 
1633, his works were pnblifhed ai 
London in quarto, in fix bookf. 
The fid! threer booki. Of tumours, _ 
wdtinds, and ulcers in general ar^d" 
particular, 4. Of fra^ures and lox4 
acioos* ^, Of the curation of tiU 
ccrs. And, d, The amid otaryj above- 
mentioned. 



BANKS (John) was bred to the law, znd belonged to the 
fociety of New Inn, He made fevcral attempts m dramatic 
poetry, m which he had various fuccefs* His genius was 
chicly turned for tragedy. His language has been cenfured 
Obb^r^s as uripoetlcal and unbar monbus, yet he muft be allowed to 
Lives of the have confiderabJc merit, for in all his plays he has forcibly 
^"^^' fouzed the paflSons, kept the fcene bufy, and has never fuf- 
fered his charaiflers to languifli. In 1684, he offered a tra- 
gedy to the ftage, called The ifland queens, or the death o£ 
ivlary queen of Scots, which was rejedled. In 1706, how-^ 
ever, her majefty queen Anne was pleafed to command it to 
be a€ted at the theatre royal, and it met with great applaufeJ 
It has often lince been revived, and performed at both theatre! 
with a good deal of fuccefs (aJ^ 



(a) We hjivc fix more trag^ies 
by Mr, Banks : 

* i,i The rival kinp^ or the loves of 
Oroondatc? and flrtatiia, A6ted at 
the theatre royal, 1677, ThspJay 
i^ dedicated to tht? i\dy CathcTine 
Herbert, and is founded on the lo- 
manteof Catfandra* 

^»Thc ddUuaion of Troy. 1679, 



%, Tirtue betrayed, or Anna Bui- 

4* The unhappy favourite, or th^ 
ead of Mex. 1682, Mr, Dry 4 
wrote the prologue and epiiagye^ 

5, The innocent uftirper, or the 
death of thu lady Jan* Crty, 1694- 

6, Cyrti^ the great. iB^^, 



Grfncr. BARBARUS, or Barb A no (HermoLaus) a man ^q 

RiMkitU. great learning, botn at Venice, the 21ft of May, 14; 4* In 
TiitltLioT ^^^^ early part of his life he was iturufted with many honoui* 
able employments: he was fent by ihe Venetians to 
emperor Fretkric, and to his fon Maximilian king of the 
Romans. The fpcech which he made to ihefe two princes^ 
u Bruges^ in 14(^6} w^^ ^fterward^ publilked^ and dedicate 
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to Carondelet fecretary to Maximilian. He was cmbaflkdor 
from thp republic of Venice to pope Innocent VIIL when 
the patriarch of Aquileia died : his holinefs conferred the 
patriarchate upon Hermblaus, who was fo imprudent as to 
accept of it, notwithftanding he knew that the republic of 
Venice had made an e^i^prefs law forbidding all the minifters 
diey fent to Rome to accept of any benefice. Hermolaus ex- 
cded himfelf by faying that the pope forced him to accept of 
the prelacy; but this ivailed nothing with the council of ten, 
who figniiied to him th^t he muft renounce the patriarchate, 
and if he refufed to comply, that Zachary Barbarus his fa- 
ther fhould be degraded from all his dignities, and his eftate 
conlifcated. Zachary was a man pretty much advanced in 

J ears, and filled one of the chief pofts in the commonwealth, 
le employed all the intereft in his power to gain the confent 
of the republic to his fon's being patriarch ; but all his endea* 
vours having proved inefFe£hial, he died of grief. 

Hermolaus was efteemed a good writer. At the requeft of 
Theodoric Flas^ phyfician of Nuis, he compofed a treatife 
of the agreement of aftronomy with phyfic. He was very 
well (killed in Greek, of which he gave a proof in his The^ 
miflius, in his paraphraft on Arifiotle, and his tranflatioti 
of Diofcoridcs, to which he added a very large commentary* 
He is faid tikewife to have tranflated two treatifes of I^lutarch. 
He had alfo formed a defign to tranflate all the works of Ari- 
fiotle, but nothing of this kind ever appeared, except the 
Rhetoric, which was publiihed after his death. He was air 
fo efteemed a good poet, and amongft other poetical pieces 
was one of fix hundred verfes, entitled De re uxoria; 
his grandfather had wrote a piece in profe with the fame 
.title. Of all his works, as a commentator, that upon Pliny 
gained him the moft reputation ; be is faid to have corre<3- 
ed above a thoufand paiTages in this author, and to ^avs 
reftored above three hundred in Pomponius Mela. Hermo- 
laus died at Rome, in the year 149 3* Mr« Bayleisof opir 
nion that he was cut off by the plague. 

BARBARUS (Daniel) of the fame family with the pre* p^ia^ic. 
ceding, patriarch of Aquileia, and famous for his learning* Hift-ConcU* 
For fome years he had given up himfelf chiefly to the ftudy T^id«nt. 
of mathematics and phllofophy | but after his. promotion to *^ * 
a bilhopric he applied entirely to the ftudy of divjnity. He 
was ambaflador ffon^ Venice to England, when pope Paul IV« 
named him coadjutor to the patriarch Grimani : he was alfb 
one of the fathers of the council of Treat, where he aSed 

VohAt D With 



lib. xvi. 
cap. 5, 
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with great zeal for the intereft of his holincfs, ind voted ftrong- 
ly againft thofe who infiftcd upon the communion in bMl 
kinds. He died in J569, at forty one years of age, Ik 
publiflicd feme works (a). 

(a] I. A commentary upon printed at tb« fama plsct Im rf|f 

Vltniviu*, printed at Veake in and 1568* 

1^67* 3* Catena Gfaecomm pfttrum ia 

Si La Fratttca cklb perfpe^iva, quinquiginu pralnio& Liiuiie veHm* 

BARBERINI (Feancis) a moft excellent poet, born In 

the year 12645 at Barberino in Tufcany. The greateft part 

Di£fmnai ^^ ^^^ works are loft, but his poem, entitled^ The precepts 

dej bcaui^ of love, having been prcfcrvfid, is fufficieot to fliew the gt 

»«»* nius of Barberini for poetry. If we judge of this piece oj 

its tide, we may be apt to imagine it of the fame kind wit 

that of Ovid De arte amandi ; but in this we fliould be mucb 

fniftakcn, for there is nothing more moral and inftrudive than 

this poem of Barberini* It was publifhed at Rome, adornci 

with beautiful figures, in 1640, by Frederic Ubaldioj : b& 

prefixed the ai^oi's life ; and, as there are in the poem many 

words which are grown obfolcte, he added a gloflary to cx» 

plain them» which illuftrates the (aik by the authority of coa* 

semporary poets. 

BARBEYRAC (John) born the 15* of March, 167^, 
:it Beriers, a City of Lower Languedoc, in France. He went 
to Laufanne, in 1686, with his father ; and in 1697, he wm 
at Berlin, where he taught philofophy at the French college. 
At thcdefire of his father he applied himfclf at firft todivini* 
ty^ but afterwards quitted it, ^d gave himfelf up to the fttidy 
of the law, efpecially that of nature and nations. In jjio^ 
he was invited to Laufanae, to accept of the new profeffoT'* 
Ihip of law and hlftory, which the magiftrates of Bern ha4 
inftituted, 2nd he enjoyed it tor f^v^n years, during which 
M«rear« time he was thnce reiftor. In 171 3, hewaseleflcdamcm- 
ber of the Royal Society of Sciences at Berhai and in ^Jtjf 
was chofen profcflbr of public and private law at Groningcn* 
He tranflated intoFrencfhfthe two celebrated works of Puff€ii'< 
dorf, his Law of nature and nations, and his Duties of a m^m 
and citizen * he wrote excellent notes to both thefe perform- 
ances, and to the former he gives an introdu^flory preface 
Hetranflated alfo the two difcoui fesof Mr. Noodt, Concerning 
the power of a fovereign, and Liberty of confcience, and fe- 
yeral of Tiliolfon^s feraigns. The piece entitled Trahe dc 



^ 



kp^ pdtite4 Hit Amfterdatn^ m I70q> in tsvo yplooiei oQsvot 
^ alfo of bis CQii^|)Qfition» bcfides l^veral critiul ab4 litcrMy 
icmark39 ij)ferted in difFercn^ journals, and fame gradcmiryl 
dHcourfes publilhed at Geneva, LauTanne, and Amfterdam. 
HepublUbed alio in 1724, a tranflation of Grotius^s treatife 
JQe Jui:c.bdlU ^c ^mh wUb large and excellent notes (a). 

(a) 9^6A» vdurt we liMe JMn- 3. La dttece^^koit 4e la «•«)• 

tioned above, wa have aljbofiui, pftgAie H a Mam io Mi dea iMlaaOrfoa. 

i.TcaiC^forlajnomlaadcafefat. takes, contra let nouvallas pratanfiont 

1719. dealiabitaiudasFiUBaaAuttialtfeos 

A. A.iniiiflatioii,witbnote8» ofa etc. lyas* 
treatife ittCii,;Bynollwnai»afc. iTaj. 

PABLCLAy, Baikcjley, Bariclat, or D9 Raukxaot 

(AiEXAJiOXIt.) an elegant writer of die fijct<»emh centuiy, 
JMm in Soidand according to Dr. Mackmzte, but Mr. Phi 
and Mr. Wood make him a native of England ; tbelatt)^ af- 
finjoiqg tbat he was born in Somerfetihire, at a viill^ called 
AuxUy* Tbe time of his birth is not afixrtained, nor is it 
kacMrn where he received the firft part of his education. 
Wearc onlj toH that he was entered at Oriel college Oxford, 
]d)je;n Thomas CornUh, afterwards bifliop of Tyn^e, w^w^rg-^^'* 
V9t of thatiioiiie. Af^er he hadJudied fome time at Ox- jib. u, 
ford, he wtent over to Holland, and from thence to Germany, »• 105* 
Italy, and France, the languages of which countries he ilu* 
died widi great affiduity, and jread all their h^ authors* 
wherein he made a mofl furprifing proficiency, as appeared 
by .many excellent tranflations, .which he puUiflied. U);>on 
ms return to England, the provoft of Oriel> who. had fieea 
his patron at colkge, having been preferred to the bifbopric 
o^Tyne, made himliis chaplain, and afterwards appointed l]J^^^"*^ 
him one of the priefts of the college : but bifhop Corn^ dyioe Scots wmcfa 
foon after, ^e eptcred into the order of St. Benedict, and at- ▼<>»• «. ' 
towards, as fome fay, became a Francifcan : we are told al- ^' *'^* 
£> ^t he was a monk of Ely ; and that upon the diflblution Biogt. Brtt. 
of diis mqnaftery, be had the vicarage of St. Matthew at 
Wc^cy in Worcefterfliire, bellowed upon him.' fie .w^ 
alifapreiented to thi^ living of Much Badew or Baddqw M^*^ 
iia,*in the coun^ of Eflex ; and thefe, accordianj^iD^ Jm. 
Wopd^ were all the preferments be ever enjoyed; but fui^ 
odier writer tells us, that the dean and chaptjsr of Itopdo^ ^ 

•conferred upon him the re£lor(hip of Allhallows tombard- Jf^^ • 
%^ Mthfttbedid^otei^oy itabov^j&xwceks. voi.ii. 

Da Bt 
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He lived to an advanced age, and died at CmyJonj in rfie 
momh of June J 15525 and was interred in the church there. 
He was cfteemed a very polttc writer^ and a great refiner of 
the Englifh tongue (a). 



(a) His writings are very nu- 
me rou s , fa u t ti per h€t ca t a log uc of 
iliem is any wbere to be itjund i the 
principal, as menlioned by Bale and 
PilSj art as iCfiiow ; 

1. Eclogues QA the mifedes of 
courtiers J efc. 

They were printed «t LoiMioti, in 
quai'tu J without date^ «i?der this title : 
Here begyiuierb the eclogues of Aiex- 
* srnder Barclay^ Preft, wht-reof the 
^rjft three comayneth the myfcrycs of 
courtei <^ and co'tirtes of all princ^^ in 
generatl : the matter whereof wasi 
t ran fitted into En^lyihe by the fa id 
Alexander^ in frvurme of dialoges, 
o lit of a book tn Latin, named Mi- 
ferie curtallufrr, cDinpiled hy JEr\x3i 
Sylvius poete and oratour, which af- 
ter was pope of Rome ar^d named 
Vim, This voiome contains five dia- 
logues J the fourth is. Of the behavi- 
our of riche men anenti poetes | and 
tlie ^fth h, Of the citizen and up* 
landlfli nian» 

£« The lives of feveml faints. 



Ir^ni the Latia 



trannated from Latin into En^IKhj 
particularly thofe of St. George, St. 
Catharini;, St. Margsret, aiul Sti 

Ethel reda. 

J, Five ecloguci, 

of Mantuan, 

4, Of the French pronunciatiott* 
5» The Bucolie of Codros, ' 

6. The caftle of labour, tranrkled 

from French into Englifti, 

7* A treatife of virtue*, wnttta 

originally by D. Mandnl. 

Kt The ^gure of our mother holy 

church oppreffed by the French kinj. 

9. Navis ftuUifcra, or the fTiip of 
fools* This confjrts partly of fcveml 
vcrfcs of his own compofition, part* 
]y trandation^ from the Latin, FfCfidu 
and Dutch i but it U chieHy 1 IcM 
of verfion of a boo^ written by $^ 
baftian Brantius, It is adorned with 
great variety of pi^rw, printed 
wooden cuts, 

10. The hirtory of the Jugurlhlnt 
war, tranilatcd from the Latin ©f 
Salluft. 



'ifiecrofi, 
Com. xvii« 
p. 277- 



BARCLAY (William) a learned civilian, born at Aber- 
deen in Scotland* He was much in favour with queen Mary 
Stuart, and had great reafon therefore to expe<S preferment, 
but the misfortunes of this princefE having difappointed all 
his expectations, he went to France in 15731 and thougb 
he was then thirty years of age, he went to fludy law x| 
Eourges. Soon after, he took his doctor's degree there j aitdi 
as he was a man of quick parts and great aOIduity, be Iboci 
became able to teach the law. About this time the duke 
Lor rain had founded the tintverfity of Pontamouflbn, and^ 
the recommendation of Edmund Hay the Jefuit, Barclay'! 
uncle, he gave him the firll profefTorfliip, and appointed him 
Ibid. p. ^78, counfeJlor in his councils, and mafter of the requefls of hi 
palace. In 158 1, Barclay married a young lady of LorraUi 
by whom he had a fon, who became afterwards the caufe 
animofity betwixt his father and the Jefuits : the youth beinj 
endowed with a iine genius^ they ufed their utmoll endea* 

voun 
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youn to engage him in their focie^, and had very nigh Aic- 
ceeded when the father difcovered their intentions ; be was 
greatly, difpleafed at the Jefuits, who refented it as highly on 
their part, and did him fo many ill offices with the duke, that 
he was obliged to leave Lorrain. He went to London, exped* 
ing king James would give him fome employment; his ma« 
jefty accordindy offered him a place in his council, widi ai 
condderable allowance, with this condition however, that 
he {hould embrace the religion of the church of England, but 
this he declined from his attachment to the Romifh religion; 
He returned to France in 1604, and accepted of a profdlbr** 
(hip in civil law. Which was offered him by the univerfity 
of Angers. . He read ledures there with great applaufe till 
his death, which happened about the year 1605, when he' 
Was buried in the Francifcan church. He publi&ed feveral 
books (a). 

. (a) I. De regno et regali potcjdate jus et imperium habeat. Lond. 1609^ 

adTcrfus Buchananum, Bnitum, o^vo. 

Boncheriam^ et.reliquot monarcbo- Accedunt ejufdem^iutoris.libri vi« 

i^achof 4 ' libri vi. Parif. 1 6oo> in de regno et regali poteftate. Hanov* 

quarto. i6ii. 

1. Commentarius in tit. pandec- 4. Praunetia in vitam Agricolse, 

^rum de rebus creditis, et de jure- inferted in an edition of Tacituji^ 

jurando. PariT. 1605, o^avo. Mritb Lip6ut and Mercerus*s notes, 

3. (De poteftate papje, an at qua- Parif. 1599, % vol. o^avo. Nice- 

tenus in reges Sc principes feculares ron, torn, xvii, 

BARCLAY (John) fonof the preceding, born in France, 
the 28th of January, 1582, at Pontamouifon, where his fa- 
ther was profeflfor. He ftudied under the Jefuits, who, as we 
have mentioned above, became fo fond of him on account of 
his capacity and genius, that they u&d their utmoft endea«r 
yours to engage him in their fociety, which was the reafon Niccron, 
of his father's breaking with them, and of his retiring with torn- ?iii 
his fon to England. Soon after his arrival in England, John 
Barclay wrote a Latin poem on the coronation of king Jamesj 
and in 1603, he dedicated the firft part of his Euphormio to 
his majefty. The king was. highly plcafed with thcfe two . 
pieces, and would have been glad to have retained young 
Barclay in England, but his father, not finding things anfwer 
his expectations, took a refolution of returning to France, 
and being afraid of his fon's becoming a proteftant, he infift« 
ed on his going along with him. John continued at Angers 
till the death of his father^ when he removed to Paris, where 
he married, and foon after went to London. After ten years 
refidence in Iiondon, he w;ent to Paris again. The yeai: 
' P 3 following 
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folbwiftg he went to Rome, being mvitcd thkher by 
Patil V- from whom he received many civilities^ as he ^_ 
likewlfe from cardinal Beliarmin. He died at Rome, die 
12th of Auguft, 1621* He was buried in the church of St, 
Onuphrius upon the Janiculus, His fon erefied a monuoient 
of marble to him, in the church of St. Laurence, upon the way 
CO Tivoli. fcle has left many learned and elegant works [a). 



(a) Tbr foUowing Is a lift of them 
U given by Nkeron : 

I. NotEe in Stadt Thebaitfem, 

ij, EupbormionU Lunnlni f;»tyr1- 
<oOi This fatyr confifts Of two parts, 
the fir ft WM publifhed at Londott in 
160^ J in duodecimo. He wrote 
the fccond part wbilft he rcfidcd at 
Arigcra^ ♦ind pyhUihed it at Paris 
along with the firflj in 1 60 5^ in duo- 
dtcimo. 

3. Series patef^fti dtvlnitut par- 
Tvcidii in maximum re^em resort a m- 
^tie Briunf^iit cogltari tt itiflrufti, 
Atnfteicdiimi, tfioi^, duodedmo, 

4* Aptilogia tuphormionis. Lond* 
16 JO, duodedmo. 

5, Joannis fiardaii pietas, ftv pub- 
lie* pro rej^rbus zc prineipibus, ct 
priv^tK! pro GuiJlielmc Biirclatio pa^ 
Ifiite vindiciff adycrra^ Robertutn 



B«nanTiinum In traftatu de pottn^ttf 
fommi p^ntificis in temporal iboi,^ 
Parif. iGii, in quarto, 

6. Icon animonim. Lond, i6t4t 
duodecimo, 

7^ Poem a turn libri dtio. Loud* 
]6t r, in quarto,. 

S» Parecnefi£ ad te&^moa hujus 
femporis de vera eeclcfia, fide, ct re- 
ligione. Romi, 16 J 7* duodedmo, 

g. Argeni'j, Parif* 1611^ octavo* 
This is the flrfl edinon of that cele- 
brated work. It has firtcc gone 
through a great b umber of edillonif 
*nd has been tranflated into luolfc 
hnguagcs^ JVI. dc Peircfc, who ha4 
the care of the firft edition, catifed 
the effigies of ihe author to be piace«t 
before ihe boolfj and the folJowin^ 
di^ich, written by Grotius, waspm 
under kt 




Cetite Callldonlii^, Callus iVatiltbus, hie e^ 
Romatii Romano qui docet ore loqui. 



BARCLAY (R01 ert) an eminent writer amongft 
f]uaker5, born at Edinburgh, in the year 1 648. The troubles 
in Scotknd induced his father, colonel Barclay, to fend hini^ 
while a youth, to Paris, under the care of his uncle, princi- 
pal 6f the Scots college, who, taking advantage of the tender 
age of his nephew, drew him over to the Romifii religion* 
His father being informed of this, fent for him in 1664. 
Robert, though now only futteen years of age, had gained a 
perfcft knowledge of the French and Latin tongues, and had 
^Ifo improved himfclf in moft other pans of knowledge. Seve* 
canccrniug ^^j ^p^^rs amonyrft the quakers have afferted that colonel Bar- 
aahceftdafelay had embraced their doanne before his fon s return from 
liii Worfcs, France, but Robert himfelf has fixed it to the year i666< 
Our author foon after became alfo a profelyte to that feff^ 
and in a fliort time diflinguilhed himfelf greatly by his zeal 
for their dodrines. His firrt tieatifc in defence of them ap^^ 

peared 



trcijihiiursj 



See hli te- 
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ptired at Abeipdecn, in the year 1 670 (a). It w^s wrote ia 
ib fenfihle a manner, that it greatly nufed the credit of the 
qaakers» who began now to be better treated bv the govern- 
ment Aan ever oefore. In a piece be publilbed in 1672, 
be teUs us that he had been commanded by God to pafs 
dinHigh the ftretts of Aberdeen in (ackcloth and aihes, an^ 
M pieach tbf neceffitjr of faith and repentance to the inbabi- ^^ . . 
^ofs ; he accordingly performed it, being, as he declared, Workt 
Iq the greateft ag<)nie8 of mind till he had fulfilled this com- p- io5,'io6. 
|fll9nd. {n 1675, he publiihed a regular and fyftemadcal 
diij^onrie, txphuning the tenets of the quavers, which wa^ 
imiffrialty weU received (s). Many of thofe who opppf^d 
tM leJi^oiK ojf ishe quakers, having endeavoured to confopq^ 
tbim mit\k anpther U&p called the ^^lters, our author, in ordei* 
|p0iiw fhi di&rence betwixt thofe of his pQrfy^f\OT\ and thi^ 
Mber fySta wrote a^ very feniible and in|lru<^ve work (c)* 



(4) Tlw title fQOf fbuts Tmtli 
deml of calumnies, wherein 9 book 
iatitled« A dialogue between a qna- 
Ikt ani a iMioXhriftian (printBdat 
Afaeriteen, aD4» upon good ground, 
j«4sid to be writ by William Mit- 
cbel, a preacher near by it, or at 
Inft that he had the chief hand in it) 
it examined* and the difingenuit/ of 
the author in hit reprefe^ting the 
qiilikeri h diftovered | here is aUp 
tbdr cafe truly ftated, cleared, de- 
monflrated, and the objedioAS of 
theur oppofers anfwered according to 
troth, fcripture, and right reafon ; 
to which are fubjoined queries to the 
iohibttams of Aberdeen, whic^ 
nigbt (as Cur as the title tells us^ 
alib be of ufe to fuch as are of the 
(vac mind with them elfewhere in 
the nation. The preface to this 
performance is dated from the au- 
thor^s boufe at Vnr, the 1 9t|i of th^ 
fecood month, 1070. 
(a) The title thereof is as follows : 



A catechifm and confeiilon of faith, 
proved of ^nd agreed unto by thp 
geqeral ailembly m the patriarchs, 
piY^ihets, and apoftles, Chrift him- 
felf chief fpeaker in gnd among them, 
which containeth a true and faithful 
a(couf|t 9f the principlei and doc* 
tooes which are moil (iirely be- 
Ucved hy the churches of Qiriilip 
Of^lUi^ia lAd IrdaiM# wno iU)0 



reproachfully called by the name of 
quaker9> yet are found in tfue faith 
with the primitive dmreh and faints, 
as if nu>ft clearly dempo^rated by 
(ome pbin fcripture teftimoni^ 
(without confequences and commen- 
taries) which are here colle^ed and 
inferted by way of anfwer&>afe# 
weighty, yet eafy and fa^niMar quef- 
t»ons, fitted as well for the wifel| 
and largeit, as for the weakeft and 
loweft capacities, to which h added^ 
an expoftulation, with an appeal i* 
all other jprofetfors, by R. 9. ^ jkt^ 
vant of the church of Chiiil* 

(c) This work is intitledt The 
anarchy of t^ ranters and other 1U 
bertines, the hierarchy of the Roma- 
nics, and other pretended churches, 
eiqually refufed and refuted, in a two^ 
fold apology for the church and 
people of God called in derifion qua^ 
kers, wherdn t^y are rindicated 
from thofe who acciife them of di(;. 
order and confufton on the one haiM, 
and from fuch as qilumniate them 
with tyranny tnd tmpofition on the 
other I (hewing, that i^% the true and 
pure principles of the go^ are re- 
ftored by their teftimony. A) is at% 
the ancient apof^lic order of tl^ 
church of Chrift re-eftabfi(hed ambn^ 
tt^em, and fettled upon its right ba- 
As and foundation, s ' 
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BARCLAY. 

In 1676, his famoifs Apology for the quakers was publiAii 

in Latin at Amllcrdam, in quarto. His Thefes theologic; 

which arc the foundation vf this work, had been publiib 

fome time before. He tranflaced his Apology into Endif 

and publiQicd it in 1678(0). This work is addrclTed 

king Charles IL and the manner in which he expreflcshim- 

felf to his majefty is very remarkable. Amangft many other 

extraordinary pailages, we meet with the following : ** There 

** is no king in the wcirld, who can fo experimentally telHfy 

*' of God*s providence and goodnefs, neither is there any 

<* who rules fo many free people, fo many true Chriftians^ 

** which thing rcnderji thy government more honourabi 

•* thyfelf more confiderable, than the acceffion of many n: 

*' tions filled with flavifli and fuperftitious fouls. Thou h; 

«* tafted of profperity and adverlity, thou knoweft what it is 

** to be banifhed thy native country, to be over-ruled as well 

** as to rule and fit upon the throne i and being oppreil^, 

*« thou has reafon to know how hateful the oppreflbr is both 

•< to God and man : if after all thofp warnings and adver* 

** tifements, thou doft not turn unto the Lord with all thy 

** hearc> but forget him who remembered thee in thy dif 

** and give up thyfelf to follow luft and vanity, furely^ ^.^„l 

•* will be ihy condemnation," Thefe pieces of his, though 

they greatly r alfed his reputation amongft many perfons of 

fenfe and learnin^^, yet they brought him into various difputes* 

and one particularly with fome confiderable members of the 

wniverfity of Aberdeen, an account o( which was afterwards- 

publilhed (t). In 16^7^ he wrote a large tread fe on univer^ 



ns^ 



. (») The tilk in the TngliHi edition 
tt^Ofi thus : An apology for the true 
Chri{)Up divinity a& the fame ia held 
forth and p reached by the people 
called In (corn quakers ^ buing a fuU 
^jtpl^natbti ajid vindi,gation for their 
prindpk^ and dodnnesi by m^^y 
arguments dedutred from fctipture 
and righi reafon^ add the tcfUmorijea 
0i iiniQUi authors both ancient and 
modern, with a full anfwer to the 
|tratig|:fl objcd^ions jifually made 
»plnfl thtm i pfefentpd to ijie king ? 
written and publiil^ed in Latin for 
fhe iijfornnation of A rangers, by Eo- 
j^cn Barclay 9 and f^ow put into our 
cSV'plgnguagf for jfje Jjjjne^t of k[^ 
CcuntrymErt* 
fxi^} ?t ^^? pflnt^d undfr the iol* 



lowing title t A crut and faklifttl i 
count of the mofl materia J palTagcfi 
a difpute between fome l^udents 1 
divinity (fo called) of the univeri' 
of Aberdeen J and the people Cftlll 
<}tjaker^^ held in Aberdeen in So" 
land, in Alexander Harper hU ck 
(or yard) before fome hundred 
wii^neOes^ upon the 14 th day of 1 
fecond momhj called Apr; I, l^ft 
there being John terty, Alexan 
SherrefT, and Patjl Geilie marter^ 
arts J opponents 5 and defendant* t 
on the quakers part, Robert BafU 
^nd George Keith prxfes for 
d era ling the me<Jting, diofen 
tfiein, Andrew Thoni} fot\ advoe 
and by the quakerSj, Alexander Ske| 
fomt time a magi rt rate of The dj 
fiubli 
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iai love(F}* Nor were his talents entirely confined to this 
abfbaded kind of writing, as appears from his letter to the 
public minifters of Nimeguenjo]* In 1679, a treatife of 
his was publiflied in anfwer to^ John Brown. He wrote alfo 
the fame year a vindication of his Anarchy of the ranters. 
Hislafttraa was publiihed in 1686, and intitled The pof-, 
fibility and neceffity of the inward and immediate revelation 
of the fpirit of God towapds the foundation and ground of 
true faith, proved in a letter written in Latin to a perfon of 
quality in Holland, and now alfo put into Englilh. He did 
great fervice to his fe£t by his writings over all Europe. 
He travelled alfo with the fitmous Mr. Penn through the 
greateft part of England, Holland, and Germany, and was 
every where received with great refpe^. When he returned 
to his native country, he fpent the remainder of his life in a 
quiet and retired manner. He died kt his own houfe at Ury» 
on the 3d of October, 1690, in tl^e forty- fecond year of his age^ 



4« 



publiihef! for preventing mifreports 
by Alexander Skein, John Skein, 
Alexander Harper, Thomas Merfer, 
and John Cowle $ to which is added 
Robert Barclay ^s offer to the preachers 
of Aberdeen, renewed and rein- 
forced. 

(t) This treatife was wrote in the 
beginning' of the year 1 67 7, and pub- 
liihed foon after, under the following 
title, Univerfal love confidered and 
eftabliihed upon its right foundation, 
being a ferious enquiry how far cha- 
Qty may ^nd ought to extend towards 
.fprtoM of .different judgments in^ 
matters of religion j and whofe prin- * 
dpies, amongft the feveral (e&s of 
Chriftians, do moft naturally lead to 
• that dtie moderation required ; writ 
in the fpirit of love and meeknefs, 
for the removing of Aumbling-blocks 



out of the way of the iimple, by a 
lover of the fouls of all men, R. B. 
(g) The congrefs at Nimeguen be- 
gan in 1675. The plenipotentiariea 
appointed by king Charles were fir 
William Temple and fir Leoline Jen- 
kins ; all the ambaifadors prefent 
were looked upon as the ableft ftatef- 
men of their age : to them Mr. Bar- 
clay addrefTes his epiftle in thefe 
words,/' To the ambafladors «nd 
" deputies of the Chriilian princes 
*' and ftates met at Nimeguen, to 
** confult the peace of Chriftendom, 
" R. B. a fervant of Jefus Chrift, 
*' and hearty well-wi(her to the 
'^ Phriftian world, wiihes. increafe of 
** grace and peace, and the fpirit of 
" found judgment, with hearts in- 
'* cUned and willing to receive and 
«* obey the counfel of God." 



BARLiEU§ (Melchior) a Latin poet of the fixteenth 
century, born at Antwerp, He was fon of Lambert Barla;- 
U8,. keeper of the records of Antwerp above forty years. He 
wrote feveral pieces in verfe as well as profe(A). 



(a). The titles of them art as fol- 
low : 

1. Brabantiadot libri v« et Ant- 
▼crpise encomium. 

a. De diis gentium libri duo. 

3. De rapta Ganymedit libri tres^ 
$% hQcoli^a* 



4* An oration, De vitse humamt 
feliciute, cum adjunflo carmine de 
rerum humanarum vicifHtudine, ad 
Gafparum fratrem. 

5. Hiitoria de domos Auftriacias 
cminentia. 

BARLiEUS 
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BARL^US (Jasper) an excellent Latin paet, b 
Antwerp, m the year 1584. He ftudkd dglit years 
college of ibe provtficc of Holland at Lcyden, Berduj, the 
fub- principal of this college, having been appointed prlncipalp 
Tecommended Barlaeus 10 be his fucceflor, who was accord- 
ingly named fub*principal> and fome time after he was made 
profcffbr of logic in the univcrfity of Leydcn v but he iatcrcfted 
himfelf fy much in the difputcs of the Arminians, that he loft 
his profiflbrftiip as foon as the oppofite party prevailed In "~ 
fynod of Dort. He now applied himfclf ta phyfic, and in 
years took his doctor's tlegree at Caen, but he fcarcc ever 
praftifed. In 1631, the magtftratcs of Amfterdam having 
crc<aed a feminary, offered hioi the profcnbrihip of pbilofophy, 
which he accepted, and difcharged with great honoiif. Ho 
^ublifhed feveral fliarp controvcrfial pieces againft the adver- 
faries of Arminius ; and as he was looked upon as a favourer 
of that kA^ many people murmured againft the magiftfates 
of Amfterdam for entertaining fuch a profeflbr. He was con- 
tinued however tn his profeffoiihip till his death, which hap- 
pened the 14th of January, i648. We have a volume of 
orations of hls^ which he pronounced on different occafions" 
they are admired for their ftyle and wif^ but his poetical coi 
pofitions are what chiefly raifed his reputation. His letters 
were publijhed after his death in two volumes. His hiftory 
or relation of what paflVd in Brazllj during the government 
of count Maurice of NaAaUj was publilhed in 1647. 

BARLOWE (Thomas) a very learned Engltfli biihop 
tWe«d*i born at Langhill, in the parifti of Orton, in Weftmorland^ 
itfaen. Ox* tn the year 1607. He was educated at the free fchool at 
|i*rar,«, Appleby, and fent from thence in 162^, to Queen's college 
Oxford^ where he took his degree of majRer of arts on the 
a7th of June, 1 633, and the fame year was cholen felloe 
of his college* In 1635^ he was appointed metaphyiic reader 
in the univerfity ; and his leflures being much approv^d^ 
they were publiflied for the ufe of the ftudcnts. When die' 
garrifon of Oxford furrendered to the parliament in 1646, h< 
liibmitted to thofe in power, and found means to prefervi! 
his felluwfiiip; yet we find that he wrote a very ludicrouil 
»:count of the parliamentary vlfitation (a). In 1652^ be 



(a) This wai an anonymous 
pamphletj dated Oxford April iS, 
tf*4£f iind inlitled, Fcgafus, or tlie 
flying^horfc from Oacfcrd^ bnn^rng 
th* |troc«c4J:iigs oi the vlfucurs and 

6 



Giber bcdiitmkes there, by ccminaii4i 
of the carl of Montgomery t prinlwl 
ed at Montgomery, her rtQfor« CAl]£fl| 
Oxford, 



B A R L O WE. 



43* 



%as dkded bead-kee^ of the Bodleian Ilbrarv. Jaiy dieiUi. 
^jij 1657, ^ ^^^ ^ degree ^f bachelor in dliiriiiitjr 1 and 
mt fiujie year was choCen provoA of his college. After the 
feftcH'ation bf king Charles IL he was <hokn one of the com- 
inlffioners for feftoring ^e menriwrs ijcded in 1648* The 
2d of Angirft) 1660) he was cnated dofior in divinit^, and 
the Stpkitiihtt fotknflring was choi^n Margaret profeflbr of di« 
Vinttjf ; and thkfiune year he wmte The cafe of a toleratioa 
ki n^atters of reHgion, addrefled M ibe fsunous Robert Boyte, 
ef^« In id6)) he wai appointed ai«hdeacon cf Oxfotxi. 

As Mr. Bario#e was a perfen enftinent for his Ikil) in the^|. . 
eivii and canon law» he was often applied to in cafes of con* ^^fuT 
id^nct about mafriage. It was upon fbeh an occafion thatau^ 
in 16719 be writ Mr. Cottington's cafe of divorce. UponF*35<* 
the death of Dr. W^ Fuller bifliop of Lincoln, wl^h bap« 
pened April 22, 1675, he obtained a grant of that bifliopriCf 
ini the 27th of June following was confecrated at Ely-houfe 
chapel. After the popifli plot was difeOfered hi September, 
1678, he publi(hed feveral pieces againft the Roman catholic 
leligion ( B). He diftinguiflied himfelf alfo for his seal agaifA 
papery in the houfe of lords. When the examination relating 
to the plot was going on^ a bill was brought into the houfe 
of cbfaimons) requiting all members, and all fuch as might 
come into the king's court or prefence> to take a teft againft 



(i) Tbe principal art as follow t 
t. The gun-pOwder treafon, with 
I difeburfb of tbe manner of its tfifoo- 
nry, nd a perfed rtlacioii of the 
preceedingt againft 0iofe horrid con- 
fpirators : now reprinted, with a 
preface by Thomas lord biihop of 
ilttcoln : andy hy Way of appendiic, 
kfenl papers or letters of fir Ever- 
ard Digby, never before printed. 
London, 167 9» ino^avo. 

2. Bratum fahneny or the bull of 
^ope Pius SiXtus concerning the daAl- 
SStiOn, excomflittnicationy and do- 
pofition of queen Elisabeth ; with 
Ibme obfervations and animadver* 
fioos upon it. liondon, 1681, ih 
qtarto. 

3. A dl&ourfe concemii^ tho 
kin ecdefiaftieal and civil made 
againft heretics, by popes, emperors, 
and kings, provincial and general 
councils, approved by the church of 
Rome. lotkioOf i68% in quarto. 



4. DireAiont to a yonng divine 
ibr his nudy of divinity and choice of 
booki. 

5. The righti of tbe bifliopft tm 
jndge in capital cafes in parliament 
cleared, etc. London, 1680. 

6. After his decesfe fir Peter Pett 
)>ubttllted, in 1692) inodbvo. Seve- 
ral MilpeUaneous and vrtighty onfet 
of confcience, learnedly and judici* 
oufly refolved by the right reverend 
father in Ood Dr. Thomas Barlowe, 
latf lord bithop of Lincotn. The 
fame gentleman poUiibed $K9^ in 
1693, London, o0avo» 

7. The genuine remains of that 
learned prelate Dr. Thomas Barlowe, 
late lord biihop of Lhicoln, contain-* 
ing diverfe diicourfes theologica), 
phylofophical, hiftorical, etc* in let- 
ters to feveral perfons of honour 
iand quality. And fptne feW other* 
of ftnaU eccoimtf 

pqpeiy. 
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popery- In this, tranfubftantiation wa? renounced^ and 
Burnet's woffliip ofthc virgin Mary and che funt% as praftifed in the 
Htft. of his (^{^yt-Qjj of Romej was declared idoiacrous. It pafTed in '• 
wKiT^"^"* houfe of commons without any diiEt:uky ; but in the Iv 
f*i:'.* of lords. Dr. Peter Gunning biflnp of Ely maintained that 
cdk.Wd. ji^e church of Rome was not idolatrous. He was anfwer* 
^^^ ^ * cd by bifhop Barlowe, Mr, Wood charges him on this oc* 
^'* cafion with inconfiftency io hrs condtj(5t, and tells tts, that 
though he had before been a feeming friend to the papifts^ he 
became then a bitter enemy to them and the duke of York j 
but that when the dulce was proclaimed king, he took all op- 
portunities of exprefiing his afFe£tion towards him. However 
that be, after the revolution he was one of thofe who voted 
that the king had abdicated his kingdoms, and was very keen 
for excluding from their benefices thofe of the clergy who 
icfufed the oaths. 

Bifhop Barlowe was fomewhat particular in regard to fome 
of his notions, being entirely addiOed to the AriftoteUan 
philofophyj and a declared enemy to the improvements mad^ 
Geomn^ ^^ ^^^ Royal Society, and to what he called in general the 
Kemimi^ iTcw philofophy : he was Jikewife a rigid Calvinift; and his 
p. iSK great attachment to Calvin's dodrine engaged him in a pub- 
lic oppofition to fome of Mr, Buir^ work^. He died at Bock-. 
den in Huntingdonflaire, October 8* 169^, in the eighty- 
fifth year of his age, and was buried the i Jth of the fa id 
monthj on the north fide of the chancel belonging to that 
church. He bequeathed to the Bodleian library all fuch books 
of his own as were not in that noble collection at the time 
of his death 3 and the remainder he gave to Qiieen's college 
in Oxford : whereupon the fociety ereiSed, in 1 694, a noble 
pile of buildings on the weft fide of their college, to receive 
them. All his manufcripts, of his own compofitlon, he left 
to his two domcftic chaplains j William Offley and Henry 
Brougham ) prebendaries of Lincoln* 

Wi>oa*3 BARLOWE (Willi am) Ton of William Barlowe bifhop 

Athw, of St, David's, born in Pembrokefhire. In 15^0, he was 
c2l1*q?. admitted at Baliol college Oxford, and four years after took 
a degree in arts. In 1573, he took orders, and was made 
prebendary of Winchefter. December the 14th, 15S8, he 
was named prebendary of Collwich, in the cathedral of 
Litchfield ; but he quitted it for the place of treafurer in the 
fame church, and was inftalled in it O^lober j 7, 1589- He 
afterwards became chaplain to prince Henry, and at length 
archdeacon of Salifbury ^ to which laft 1^ was collated the 

X2til 
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72th of March, 1614. He is remarkable for being the firft 

•tiiat writ on the nature and properties of the loadftone^ twenty 

years before Dr. Gilbert publi(bed his book on that fubje£l. Wooa, Ibid. 

He was the firft that made the inclinatory inftrument tranf- 

parent, and to be ufed hanging, with a glafs oh both fides. 

Moreover^ he fufpended it in a compafs-box, where, with 

two ounces weight, it was made fit for ufe at fea. It was 

he likewife who found out the difference between iron and 

'fteel, and their tempers for magnetical ufes. He alfo difco- 

vered the right way of touching magnetical needles ; and oT 

•piecing and cementing of loadftones : finally, he was the firft 

that ihewed the reafons why aloadftone, being double capped, 

muft take up fo great a weight* He wrote fome treatifes^on 

thefe fubjeas(A). He died the 25th of May, 1625, and ^ 

(Was buried in the chancel of the church at Eafton* 

(a) They 9re as foOow : peritnentt concerfiing the nature and . > 

I. The navigator's fupply, con* properties of the ioadftopey etc Lo»- 

taining many things of principal im- don, 16 16, quarto, 
'portance belonging to navigation. 3. A brief difcovery of the idle 

London^ i597> quarto. animadverlions of Mark Ridley, up- 

- i, Magnetical advertifement; or on- his Magnetical adverttieitieac. 

divers pertinent obfervatlons and ex- l4>ndon, i6i,$, quarto. 

BARNES (Joshua) a learned divine, profeflbr of the 
"Greek language at Cambridge, born in London the loth of 
January, 1654. He received the firft part of bis educatioa 
,at Chrifl:*s Hofpital, from whence he went to Cambridge, 
December the nth, 167 1, and was admitted * f^^vitor in ^^^^^^[ 
Emmanuel college. He diftinguiflied himfelf very early bycoUcgeo^ * 
his knowledge of the Greek, and by fome poems in Latin 
and Englifli, written before he went to the univerfity. In 
'1675^ he publiflied at London a piece intitled*Gerania, or a 
new difcovery of the* little fort of people called pygmies. 
June the 7th, he was elefled fellow of Emmanuel college; 
and the year following he publiQied in o£lavo his poetical 
paraphrafe on the hiftory of Efther. In 1688, hepublifhed 
The life of king Edward III. dedicated to king James II. In 
1694, came out his edition of Euripides, dedicated to Charles 
duke of Somerfet. In the year 1700, Mrs. Mafoh of H^m* 
mingford, near St. Ive's, in Huntingdonfhire, a widow lady 
between forty and fifty, with a jointure of 200 1. per an- 
num, who h^d for fome time been a great admirer of him* 
came to Cambridge : fhe defired leave to fettle, a hundred 
pounds a year upon him after her death ; which h'^^ politely 
refufed^ uniefs fhe would likewife condefcend to mkke him 
happy 
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happy with her perfon, which was not very engaging. The 
lady was too obligtag to jrefufe any thing to Jofliua, ** far 
** whom (flie faid ) the fun ftood ftlll," and foon after tnar- I 
ried him- His edition of Anacreon was printed at Cambridge 
in 1705, and dedicated to the duke of Marlborough. Jn 
171c, he publiftied bis edition of Homer. , 

Mr< Barnes died Auguft 3, 17 12, in the fifty-eighth year of 
his age* and was interred at Hemmingford, and had a monu- 
ment raifcd to him by his widow. Befides the works above- 
mentioned J there are many others^ which he either publifced 
©r defigned to pubJifh, of fmall accoynt^ a lift of which is 
fubjoined to the prolegomena of hb edition of Anacrcon. m 

Woo^s BARO* or Baron (Peter) a learned divine^ born m^^ 

tafti Ojtom Eftampes in France j but being of the proteftant religton, 

edk. 1721, ^^* obliged to leave his native country in order to avoid pet- 
col. 11 j. fecution. He removed to England, where he was kindly re- 
ceived, and gencroufly fupported by lord treafurer Burghly, 
who admitted him into his family. He afterwards fettled in 
Cambridge, upon the invitation of Dr. Pierce mafter of Peter 
lioufe^ In 1574, hewaschofen the lady Margaret's prole f< 1 
for at Cambridge, which he enjoyed for fome years very 
quietly ; but, on account of fome opinions which he hela^ 
a party was at length formed againft him in the univeriity* 
At this time abfolate predeftination in the CalvinifticaJ fenie 
was held as the doflrlnc of the church of England, The , 
chief advocates for it at Cambridge were Dr, Whitacre, Re- 
gius profeffor of divinity^ Gr. Humphry TIndal, and moil of 
the ftntor members of the univerfity. Dr. Barohad a more 
irll^i n^o^l^f ate notion of that do^Srine : this occafioacd a conteft 
Cambridge, between him and Mr. Laurence Chad der ton, who attempted 
^. 145* to confute him publicly in one of his fermons. However^ 

after fome papers had pafled between them} the affair w^^^f 
dropped. ^H 

The next difpute Baro was engaged in, was of muci^" 
longer continuance. X)r. Whitacre and Dr. Tindal were 
deputed by the heads of the univerfity to archbilhop Whit- 
gift. They loudly complained that Pelagia^ifm was gaining 
ground in the univerfity^ and in order to flop the progrefs 
of it, they defired confirmation ©f fome propoikions they had 
brought along with them. Thefe accordingly were eftablilh- 
ed and approved on the 20th of November, by the archbi- 
lhop, the bifl^op of London, the billiop de£l of Bangor, 
and fome other divines j they became to be known by the 
Utle of the Lambeth Articles, They were immediately com- 
municated I 



^^ 
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ftofiicated toDr.Saro, who, dlfregardiiig them, preached a 

eontraiy do£hine ui a fermon before the uaiverfity, on the 

I2th oi January following. In that difcourfe he did not (o * 

Diuch den^f as moderate wofe propofitions: however his ad* 

veriaries judging of it odierwife^ the vicechancellor confulted 

the iame day with Dr* Clayton and Mr. Chadderton, what 

ihould be done. The next day be wrote a letter to the aich- 

frifhftp of Canterbury ; who returned for anfwery that they 

ihould call Bajpo before them^ and require a copy of hie fer- f^^* 

mon, or at kaft caufe hiih to fet down the principal heads whit^ift^ 

dideot Dr. Baro finding what offence was taken at hisp>4^S. 

krmoQf wrotet, on the I4tn of January, to the archbifli<^. 

Howem, according to Us grace's direoions, Baro was cited 

h^tm iSr. Goad the vicechancellor in the confiftory ; and ' 

ai^eared there the lyth, 2ift» and 29th of January, when lbi(].p.47o. 

fereral artides were exhibited againft him. At his lad ap* 

.ptarance the conclufion againft him was, <^ That where- 

^ as Baro bad promifed the vicechancellor, upoA his 

<< denumd, a copy of his fermon, but his lawyers did advtfe 

*^ him^ot to ddiver the fame; the vicechancellor did now, 

^ by vi)tue of his authority, peremptorily command him to 

<^ deliver ^im the whole and entire fefmon, as to the fub- 

*^ fla^iceof it, in writing: which Baro promifed he would 

^ ^0 €he next day, and did it accordingly. And lallly, he 

*^ did peremptorily and by virtue of his authority command 

^* BaiO| tfaat he ihould wholly abftain from thofe controver- 

«( iies and articks, and leave them altogether untouched, as 

*< weUinhisleSures, fermons, and determinations, as in bis 

** ^j^utations and other his exercifes." The vicechancellor, 

who ilud proceeded thus far without the knowlege of the 

ilocd B«<ghly9 their chancellor, thought fit to acquaint hioH 

January ^» ivitfa. their. proceedings, and to defire his advice. 

The difcountcn^nce lord Burghjy gave to this affiur, flopped 

s^ farther piocecdings againft JDr. Baio, who continued in 

the univerfxty the February and March following, but with 

much oppomion and trouble. The doSor, notwithttanding 

hi»tiODbka, 'had^nany iriends and adherents, in the -univeifi- 

fy: ffc^inet^iiowevier wfth fiich^meainiefs, that, for (beialor 

of peace, he chofe to retHFC-to Londfm, and fixdi hiafted* 

in Crutched Friars; where he died about three or ftmr year^ 

afterwards, and was buried in the parifli church of St. OJave 

ftrt^ftreet. ^ik left ^eveval wodcs, <hkBf in divinify, jbut 

fcU6tew^piii«l'ateror^oH^t uf. 
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• EARONIUS (Cjesar) born the 31ft of Oflober, 1535' 

at Sora, an cpifcopal town In the kingdom of Naples, He 
received the firil part of his education atVeroli, from whence 
he went CO ftudy law ac Naples : but the troubles in this 
Niceron <^^untry obfiged his father to carry him to Rome, in I5S7> 
tem. )«vii* where he was put under the care of Philip of Neri, founder 
p»»Si. of the Oratory congregation. Some time after, he became 
a prieftj and was fent to eJlablifli this new order in the church 
of St. John the Baptift^ where he continued till the year 
15 76, when he was fent to Santa Maria's in Vallicella. In 
the year 1573, he was appointed fuperior of hts order^ upon 
the rtfignation of the founder. Pope Clement VIII. chofc 
himalfofoonafter for hisconfeflbr^ and, in 1576, made him 
a cardinal, giving him at the fame time the care of the library 
of the holy apoftoUc fee. Upon the death of Clement VIIL 
which happened in 1605, he was nigh being chofen to the 
pontificate, having had one- and- thirty voices j but theSpanifh 
fa£l[on hindered his eieiSionj becaufe, in his Annals, he af- 
ferted the crown of Spain founded its claim to Sicily on fatfc- 
^J'^^P'^**- evidence. JH 

His application to ftudy walled htm to fuch a degree, aiwH 
occafioned fuch a weaknefs in his ftomach, that, towards the 
end of his life, he could hardly digeft any nourifhment | and 
he had fuch a loathing at food^ that it was a pain for him to 
Ht down to table. He died the 30th of June, 1607, jn the 
fixty-ninth year of his age, and was interred in the church c^j 
St. Mary in Vallicella. ^M 

* Baron ius was a man of great piety and learnings a firenii^^ 
ous advocate for the Romifli church ; and he beftowed great 
labour in clearing up ecclefiaflical hifto>y. He has left feveral 
works (a}, the moft remarkable of which is his Annates ec** 
clefiafticij in twelve volumes. It has been abridged by fe- 
veral perfons, particularly by Henry Spondaeus, Ludovico Atj 
rellq, and Bzovius. 

(a) BeBd^s his Antiais hv ha& Uh JDiTu editum, cum notationibus C4 

a few other work$, of which the card, Barvjui. Romie, >5&^i 

principal one is, MartyrolQ^iym Ro- iollOM 
mftDum r«ftitutum Gregoni XUI. 

BARROW (Isaac) an eminent mathematician and 
vinC) defcended from an ancient family in Suffolk, and bo 
in London^ Oi£lober, 1630^ He was at the Cbaiter-houl 
ichool for two or three years> where he difcoveied more 

nat 
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natural courage than inclination to ftudy^ bein^ much given 
to figliting, and fond of promoting it amongft his fchc^ol- 
fellows, infomuch that his father having fo little hope of hisHiirsLifeof 
being a fcholar, often wifhed, if it pleafeJ God to take ^^"^ow,prc- 
away any of his children, it might be his Ton Ifaac. Butg^^^' 
being removed to Felfted in Eflex, his difpofition took a dif- 
ferent turn, and he foon made fuch a progrefs in learning^ 
and every other valuable qualification, that his maAer ap- 
pointed him tutor to the lord vifcount Fairfax of Emely in 
Ireland, who was then his fcholar. During his ftay at Fel- 
fted he was, upon the 1 5th of December, 1643, admitted a 
penfioner of Peter- houfe in Cambridge, where his uncle, af- 
terwards bifhop of St. Afaph, was then a fellow ; but when 
he removed to the univerfity, in February, 1645, he was en- Ward*t 
tered at Trinity college, his uncle with fome others who^'^*^«<>^^'** 
had written againft the covenant, having the year before beenp '^^^^ 
ejeded from Peter-houfe. His father having fuffered muchp, 157 
in his eftate by his adherence to king Charles, Ifaac's chief 
fupport was at firft from the generofity of Dr. Hammond, for 
which he has exprefled his gratitude in a Latin epitaph on hisQ^- j 
benefador. In 1647, ^^ ^^^ chofen a fcholar of the houfe, p. joi. 
and though he always continued a warm royalift, and would 
not'take the covenant, yet his behaviour was fuch, that 
he gained the good- will and efteem of his fuperiors. He 
afterwards fubfcribed the engagement; but having foon 
after repented of what he had done, he went back to the 
, commiffioncrs to declare his diflatisfadion, and got his name 
rafed out of Ae lift. In 1648, he took the degree of bache- 
br of arts, and the year following was chofen fellow of thc«^ 
college. After his eledlion, finding the times not favourable p. i^^, 
to him in the affairs of church and ftate, he turned his thoughts 
to the profeflion of phyfic, and for fome years bent his ftudiea 
that way, and particularly made a great progrefs in anato- 
my, botany, and chemiftry ; but afterwards, upon mature 
deliberation, and with the advice of his uncle, he applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of divinity, to which he conceived him- 
felf as obliged by the oath he had taken on his admiffion to 
his fellowfliip. While he read Scaligcr on Eufcbius, he"^^]f^^^^^ 
perceived the dependence of chronology on aftronomy, which 
put him upon reading Ptolemy's Almageft; and finding this 
book and the whole fcience of aftronomy to depend upon geo- 
metry, he made himfelf matter of Euclid's Elements, and 
from thence proceeded to the other ancient mathematicians. 
Vol. II. E In 
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In 165 J, He commencec} mafter of arts, and the cnful^y 
year was incorporated in that decree at Oxford, fl 

When Dr, Duport refigncd the chair of Greek profeilcH 
he recommended his pupil Mr. Barrow for his fucceflo^ 
who, in his prghation cxcrclfc, fliowed himreJf equal to dii? 

MAi charafler given him by this gentleman j but being fufpCi^d 

to be a favourer of Arminianifm, he obtained it not. This 
difappomtment, it is thought, helped to forward his defire of 
feeing foreign countries : and in order to execute this defigrt he 
was ohhged to fell his boob. He left Englitnd the beginning 
of June, 1655, ^^^ ^"^^^^ ^^^ Paris, where he found his fa- 
ther, and out of his fmall flock he gave him a fcafonaWe 
fupply* He gave his college an account of his journey thither 
in a poem, together with Tome curious and political obfcrva- 
tions in a letter, both written in Latin. The cnfuing fpring he 
went to Leghorn, with an intention to proceed to Rome, b^it 
flopped at Florence, where he had the advantage of perufing 
feveral books in the grcaE duke's library, and of converfing 

Wjrd^'ibid. with Mr. Filton the librarian. Here the flraitnefs ot his cir- 
cumftances mufi ha\ c put an end to his travels, had it not been 
for Mr» Jamt's Stock, a young merchant of London, who ge* 
nerouOy furnifhed him with money* He was extremely defirous 
to fee Rome, but the pbgue thcnVagmg at that city, he took - 
(hip at Leghorn, November 6, 1656, for Smyrna. In thi 
age the fliip was attacked by an Algerine pirate, and th _ 
he had never f^en any thing of a fea- fight, he flood to the 
gun appointed him with great courage, beirjgj as he hid 
himfelf, not fo much afraid of death as Havery, The coffaJr 
perceiving the Oout defence thefhip made, fheercd ofi^. At 
* Smyrna he met wUh a moil kind reception from Mr. BreffOn^ 
the Kn^Ufb confu!, upon whofc death he afterwards wrote a 

Opofcub, Latin elegy. From thence he prcjceeded to Conftantinople^ 

P»3oz, where he received the like civilities fn^m fir Thoma^^ BendtOi 
the Englllb ambalTador, and fir Jonathan Dawes, with whovi 
he afterwards prelerved an intijiiate (liendlhip. At Conitan- 
tinople he read over the works of St Chfyf^flfni, oncebilhop 
of that fee, whom he preferred to all the orher fathers. VV be 
he had been in Turkey fomcwhat more than a year, he i 
turned from thence to Venice. From thence he came hod 
in 1659. through Germany and Holland* Soon after hb ; 
turn to England, the time being now fonicwbat elapfed wl 
the fellows of Trinity college are obliged to take orders, 
to qeit the collegCj Mr* Barrow wa. e^ifcopally ordained ■ 
bjfliopiirownrig. At the reftoratlon of king Charles IL 

friei] 
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friends expe6led, as he had fuffered and merited fe much, he 
would be immediately preferred^ but their expectations came 
to nothing, which made him complain in two Latin verfes, 
which he has not left amongft his poems, that no perfon more 
fioterely wiihed for his majefty*s return, and none felt lefs the jjj^, ji,.^ 
eflfcfts thereof with regard to himfelf. However, he wrote y. 160. 
anode on the occafion^ wherein he introduces Britannia con- 
gratulating the king on his return. In 1660, he was chofen to 
the Greek profeflbrfhip at Cambridge. When he entered 
.upon this province, he intended to'have read upon the Tra- 
r gfedics of Sophocles, but he altered his imention and made 
choice of Ariftotle's Rhetoric. Thefe leftures having been 
lent to a friend, who never returned them^ are irrecoverably 
loft. July the 1 6th, 1662, he was elc£led profeffor of geo-Ward, 
mttfy in Grefliam college, by the recommendation of Dr, P* *6^. 
Wilkins, mailer of Trinity college, and afterwards bifliop of 
I Cbefter. His Latin inaugural oration is extant, in the fourth p. 190^ et 
I volume of his works. This fame year he wrote an epithala* %• 
I mium on the marriage of king Charles and queen Catharine, 
in Greek verfe. Upon the 20th of May, 1663, he was 
eleSed a fellow of the Royal Society, in the firft choice made 
I by the council after their charter. The fame year the exe- 
ctHors of Mr. Lucas having, according to his appointment, 
founded a mathematical ledture at Cambridge, they fixed upon 
Mr. Barrow for the firft profeflbr ; and though bis two pro*- 
fefl&rfliips were not incondftent with each other, he chofe to 
refign that of Grefh$^ college, which he did May the 20th, ward, 
1664.. p. 1^1. 

In 1669, he redgned his mathematical chair to his learned 
fridid, Mr. Ifaac Newton, being now determined to give up 
tbeftttdy of mathematics for that of divinity. Upon quitting 
hi» profeflbrfhip, he was only a fellow of Trinity college, 
tiB his unc!^ gave him a fmall fine cure in Wales, and Dr. 
Sefii Ward, biihop of Saliflwiry, conferred upon him a pre- 
bend in his church. In the year 1670, he was created doc* . 
tor in divinity by mandate ; and, upon the promotion of Dr. 
Pcftrfon, maftcr of Trinity college, to tlic fee of Chefter, he 
was^ appointed to fucceed him by thd king's patent,- bearing 
date the 13th of February, 1672. When the king advanced 
hrm to this dignity, be wa^ pleafed to fay, '* He had given it 
" tp the beft fcholar in England." His majefty did not fpeak 
from report, but froih his own knowlege ; the do6^or being 
then Jiis chaplain, he ufed often to converfe with him, and, 
in his humourous way to call him an *' unfair preacher," 
becaufe he exhaufted every fubjed^, and left no room foir 
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others to come after him. In 16^5, he was chofen vkc* 

chancellor of the univcriuy. 

This great and learned divine died of a fever the 4th of 
May, 1^77, and was buried in Weftminfter abbey, where 
a monument was creeled 10 him by the contribution of his 
friends, and an epitaph in Latin, by his friend Dr. Mapplc-* 
tof^ He left his manufcripts to the care of Dr. John Tillot- 
fon and Mr* Abraham Hillj with a power to print fuch of 
them as they thought proper (a). 






Pi 160, 



(a ) The following work* of hil 
W&r© pubJirtied during his life ; 

1, Euchdls Ekmema. C^nUb. 
j055j etfacpiuBij oflavo. 

%^ EucUdii DatA. Cantiib. 1657^ 
o£iavo. 

3. Ledlones ojitica xviiL Lond. 
i6&9j quarto, 

4, LeflionesE^ometrk^xiii, Lond* 
ifijo, quarto* 

5* Archimcdis opera* AppoUonii 
comcroriim. libri iv. Theodofii fphiC- 
rica melhodo novo illuftrata, ct fiiC - 
cinftc demon A rata. Lond, 1675^ 
quarto* 

There which follow wtra publ I di- 
ed after hi& dcceafe ; 

1. Lfedio, itmtja theorcmata Ar- 
chiuiedls de fphxra et cyliridro, per 
mcibodym indivifibilium inveftipra, 
dc breviter demonflraia, exhlbencur. 
Loud. 16 7 S, duodecimo* 



2, Maihemslicae leSbnes babite 
in fcUoUs publicis ac^demiv Cania- 
bngienQs. an. Dom. 1664, 5, 6, etc. 
Lond, »6S3, octavo. 

3* Tbe works of the learned Ifaaic 
Barrow, D. D. late maftcr of Trini- 
ty college in Cambridge (being all liiK 
Englifh works) in three volumes. 
Lond. ifiS3, etCt folio. 

Thcfe three volumes were ptibli&* 
ed by Dr, John Tillotfon, 

4, I fa act Barrow Opyfcula^ ^n^* 
derermmaiiones, conciones ad de- 
rum ^ orarioneii, poem^ta, etc, v©- 
lumen quartum* Lond, 16^7, foLp,* 

Dr, Barrow bas kft a!fo ftvcr*! 
other cLiriotis papers on mathemar]* 
cal fubjed^s, written tn his own handj 
which were communicated by Mr, 
Jones to the author of The lives si 
the GreJbam profelfors* 



* 



BARTHIUS (G A spar) a very learned and copious wti^ 
ter* born at Cuilrin in Brandenburg, the 22d of June, 1576. 
His father was profeilbr of civil law at Franc fort upon the 
Oder^ counfellor to the clc£lor of Brandenburg, and his chan^ 
ceilor at Cuflrin. Ha%'ing dtfcovered in his fon very early 
marks of a line genius, he took great pains to provide him 
with proper mafters; but he enjoyed how^evcr but for a tittle 
time the pleafure of feeing the fruits of his care^ for he died 
the ifith of February* *597« Mr- BailJet has infertcd Gaf* 
par in his Enfans celebrcs, where be tells us, that at twelve 
years of age he tranllated David's Pfalms into Latin verfc of 
every meafurej and publiihed fcveral Latin poems. Upon 
the death of his father he was fcnt to Goiha, then to Eifc* 
nach, and afterwards, according to cuftom, went through all 
the different univerfities in Germany. When he had iiniDied 
hisiludics, he began his travels i he vlfited Italy, France, 
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Spab, England, and Holland, improving himfelfby thecon-Nicerm^ib* 
verfation and works of the learned in jcvery country. HeP«»S« 
fiudied the modern as well as ancient languages, and his 
tranilations from the Spanifli and French (hew that he was 
not content with a fuperficial knowledge. Upon his return • 
to Germany he took up his refidence at Leipfic, where he led 
a retired hfe, his paffion for ftudy having made him renounce 
ail fort of employment ; fo that as he devoted his whole 
time tp books, we need be the lefs furprized at the vaft num- 
ber of books which he publiflied (a), of which we have add- 
ed a lift of the principal. 

Barthius formed very early a refolution of difengaging him« 
fclf entirely fr6m worldly affairs and profane ftudies, in or- 
der to apply himfelf wholly to the great budnefs of falva- 
tion : he did not however put this dcfign in execution ,tiU 
towards the latter end of his life, as appears from his Solilo- 
quies, publiflied in the year 1654. He died the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 16589 being fomewhat more than feventy-on^ years * 
of age. 

(a) I. Cave canem ; de vita^ mo- 5. A<iver(ariorum commentario- 

libas, rebus gellis, divinitatc Garpa- mm libri Ix. quibus ex univerfa an- 

rit Scioppii apoftatae fatyrioon. Ha- tiqXiitatis ferie omnis generis loci tarn 

Aov. 1611^ in duodecimo. gentifium qyam ChriAianorum fcrip- 

2. Scioppius excellens, in laudem torumilluftil^nturetemendanturcum 

ejus et fociorum, pro Jofepho Scali- xi« indicibus. Francof. in fol. 1624. 

gero et omnibus probis, epigramma- et 1648, 

tun libri tres. HanoT. 1612, in 6. Erotodidafcalus^ five Nemorali- ' 

duodecimo. um libri v. HanoT. 1625, in ocuvo* 

* 3. ClaudiiRutilii Numatiani Galli 7. Claudii Claudiani que extant, 

idnerarium^ cum notis. Francof. cum commentario grammatico. cri- 

2623, in o^avo. tico, phiIologico> hiflorico, philofo- 

4. Pomobofcodidafcalus Latinus phico, et politico. Francof. 1650, 

de lenonum, lenarum, conciliatricum^ in quarto. 

fervitiorum dolis, veneficiis, ic ma* 8. AnimadveHiones in Papinium 

chinis plofquam diabolicis ex lingua Statlum cum ipfo autore, Lipfis, 

Hifpanica in Latinam tranfcriptus. 1660, 4 vol. in quarto. 
Francof. 16249 ino^vo. 

BARTHOLIN (Caspar) born the 12th of February, 
1585, at Malmoe, a town in the province of Schonen, 
which belonged then to Denmark. ^ At three years of age he 
gave a proof of his quick capacity, for in fourteen days he 
learned to read perfedly^ When he arrived at his thirteenth 
year, he compofed Greek and Latin orations, and pro- Niceron, 
oounced them in public. When he was about eighteen, he [^^\ 
went to ftudy in the univerfity of Copenhagen. In 1603, he 
removed to Roftock^ and from thence to Wirtemberg. He 
continued three years in this laft placei where he applied 

£ i him&lf 
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himfelf to philofopby anJ dlvmity with To mtich aflSdurt 
that he rofe always btffDre break of day, and weii^ to bed very 
late. When he had finiflicd his ftudies, he took his degree 
IBM. p. ii2 . of m after of aji^ in 1607, 

Bartholin now began hh travels, and after having gone 
through part of Germany, Flanders, and Holland > he pafied 
over to Jvnglaitd, from vvbence he returned to Germany In 
order to proceed to lldly. After his departure from Wiriem- 
berg he had made phyfic his pnnripal ftudy, and he negleS- 
ed hothirjg to improve bimfelf in the cliffexent gniverfides 
through which he \r^d paiTed* He received every where marks 
of rerpe^t i at NapH particularly they foUdied him to be ana- 
tomical profirfror^ but he declined it. In France he was of- 
fered the Greek proFefTorfbip at S^dan, which he alfo refufed. 
After he had travelled ar, far as the frontiers of Spam, he re- 
turned to laly in order to perfeft himfelf in the pra£lice of 
medicine. He went from thence to Padua, where he a^iplied 
with great care to anatomy and dlllc^tion. After fome ihy 
in thi? place he removed to Bafil, where he had ftudied phy- 
fie fome time before, and here he received his dodor's degree 
'ltjia.p*j24tm phyfic, in 1610, From ihcnce be went to Wirieniberi; 
and Holbnd, and intended to have extended his travels fl:ill 
farther had he not berm appointed profefTor of the Latin tongue 
at Copenhagen ; but he did not enjoy this long, for at the 
en^ of fix months, in ^613, he waschofen proftflbr of medi- 
cine, which was much more adapted to his qualities and dif- 
|Kjfition. He held this profefibrfbip. eleven years, when he 
fell into an ilh)cfs which made him defpair of life : in tbi* 
extremity he made a vow and promife to Heaven, if he wai 
rellorcd lo healih, that he would appty himfelf to no other 
fiudy than that of divinity* He recoveredj and kepthts pro* 
mife. Conrad Aflach the profeflbr of divinity, having died 
fome years after, Cafpar was appointed hi^ fucceflbr, the 12th 
of March, 16*4; the king alfo gave him the canonry of 
Rofchild- He died pf a violent colic^ the 13th of July, 
16295 at Sora, whitt.er he bad gone to conuuQ his i^ • t 
jon, He left ieveral fmall works, chiefiy on meiapb) li.:., 
logic, and rhetoric* 

BARTHOLIN (Thomas) fqn of Cafpar, mentioned in 
the laft articles a famous pbyfician born at Copenhagen ihe 
2Gth of C>clober i6t6* After fome years ftudy in his own 
country J he went to Leytlen, in 1637, where he liudicd phy- 
tic for three years. He travelled ncjtt to France, where he 
rcfidcd two years at Paris and Monrpellierj in order to im- 
prove 
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prove him&lf under the famous phyficians of thefe two unU Niceroii, 
vccfities. He went from thence to Italy, and continued three ^°"*^*' 

' years at Padua, where he was treated with great honour and 
rdpeS, and was made a member of the Incogniti, by John. 
Francis Loredan. After having vifitcd moft parts of Italy, he 

1 went to Madta. From thence he returned to Padua, and 
next toBafil, whereby received his doctor's degrees in phyfic, 
the 14th of Odober, 1645. The year following he returned 
to his native country, where he did not remain long without 
employment, for upon the death of Chriftophcr Longomon- 
tan, the profeflbr of mathematics at Copenhagen, he was ap- 
pointed his fucceflbr, in 1647. In 1648, he was named to the 
anatomical chair, an employment more fuited to his genius and 
ioclinationy which he discharged with great afCduity for thir- 
teen years. Hisintenfe application having rendered his con-lbiJ.p.i33* 
(titution very infirm, he refigned his chair in 1661, and thq 
king of Denmark allowed him the title of honorary profeflbr* 
He retired to a little eftate he had purchafed at Hagcfied near 
Cq)enhagcn, where he intended to fpend the remainder of 
his days in peace and tranquillity. An unlucky accident how- 
ever difturbed him in this retreat : his^houfe took fire in 1670, 
and his library was defiroyed with all his books and manu* 
fcripts* In conilderation of this lofs the king appointed him 
his phyfician, with a handfome fallary, and exempted his 
land from all taxes. The univerfity of Copenhagen were 
likewife touched with his misfortune, and appointed him their 
librarian i and in 1675, the king honoured him ftill farther, 
by giving him a feat in the grand council of Denmark. H? 
died the 4th of December, i l8o. He has left feveral works (a), 

(a) I, Anatomia Cafpari Bartholini 4. Antiquitatum veteris puerperil 

parentis novis obfeivationibus pri- fynopfis, operi ma^no ad eruditot 

mom loco pletata. Lugd. Bat. 1641, premifla. Hafniae, 1646, in o£lavo. 
in odavo, and feveral times fines 5. De luce animalium Ilbri tret 

reprinted. admirandis hidoriis racionibufque no^ 

t. De unicomu obfervationes novae, vis refcrti. Lugd. Bat. 1647, in oc- 

Acceflerant de aureo cornu Olai tavo. 

Wormii eruditorum judicia. Paiavii, 6. De armilHs vetcrum, praefertim 

1^45, in odUvo. Danorum Schcdion. Hafnise, i^4S» 

3. De monllris in natura et oaedi- in o^avo. 
cioa. Bafil. 1645, in quarto. 

BASIL (St.) bifhop of Caefarea in Cappadocia, where he 
was born in the year 326. He received the firft part of his 
education under his father* He went afterwards and ftudie4 
under the famous Lib^mius at Antiochia and Con(!antinople, 
and from thence to A^ens, where he finilbed his ftudies under 

£ 4 Himeriua 
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Himerius and PHKrefius. lie returned to his native country li 

355* where hetau^iu rhetortc. Some time after he travelled 
into Syria, ^gypt, and Lybia^ to vifit the mofiaftcries 
thefF countries j and the monaftic life fo much fuitcd hb dtf 
pofuion, that upon his return home he refolved to follow 
it, Jind he uas the firit in ft itutor thereof in Pontus and Cap 
padf cia* Eufebms btfhop of Caefarea conferred the order < 
prkfthood upon B^fil, who Toon after retired into his foil*" 
tudfj hjving had fome mifunderftanding with his bifhop ; 
however he came to a reconciliation with him about three 
yeais after, and his reputation was at length fo great, tba 
upon the death of Eufcbius, in 370, he was chofen his fuc^J 
ceJTor. It vvasr with fome difficulty that he accepted of iM 
dignity 5 and no fooncr was he raifed to it, than the em^ 
peror Va!ens beg^n to perfecute him becaufe he refufed 
embrace the du^trine of the Arians. Valens came twice td 
Caefarea, and finding he was not abJe to influence Bafil, he 
refolved to banifii him from Csefarea. He ceafed at length, 
however, to moleft Bafilj who now began to uk bis utmoft 
endeavours to bring about a rc^ union betwixt the eaftern and 
weflern churchci^, who were then much divided about fome 
points of faith, and in regard to Melecius and PauUnus two 
bilhops of Antiochia. Xhe wcftcrn churches acknowled2;cd 
Paul inns fur the lawful bilhop, and would have no com- 
muriion with Melitius, who was fupported by the eaftern 
churches. But all his efforts were ineffeiEiual, this difpute 
not being terminated till nine months after his death- Bafii 
was like wife engaged in fume contefts relating to the di* 
Vjfion the emperor had made of Cappadocia into two pro* 
vinces. Anthimus, bifhop of Tyanc the metropolis of the 
jiew province, was dciirous to extend his limits, which 
Bafil oppnfed. They ccnteflcd chiefly about a Httle village^ 
named Zazime, BafU, in order to preferve it in hh jurif- 
di^tion, crci^cd ahifliopric* and gave it to his friend G regory 
de Nazianzen, bur Anthimus took poJTefiion before him, and 
Gregory, who loved peace, retired from thence- Bafil had 
salfo fome difputes with Jiuftathius, and wrote fcveral letters 
againll him: he wrote likewtfe againft Apollinaris, and had 
a fhare in all the Jifputes which happened in his time in the 
eaft in rtgard to the dcMStrine of the church. He died the 
iftofjmuar^", ^^79, 

There have been feveral editions of St. BafiPs works in 
Greek and Latin. That printed at Parisi in 1638, confift* 
of three volumes. An elegant and correft edition hasbeei 
Cnce publiihed by the Benedictine monks^ in three volumi 
folij. , EASNAGJ 
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BASNAGE (James) paftor of the Walloon church at the 
Hague, Ikmh at Roan in Normandy, the 8th of Auguft» 1653. 
His father, Henry Bafnage, one of the ableft advocates in the 
parliament of Normandy, finding him of a promifing genius^ 
lent him very young to Saumur, where he^fiudied under the 
celebrated Tanaquil Faber, who endeavoured, but in vatn» 
to difiuade him from engaging in the miniftry. At feventeen 
years of age, after he had made himfelf n>after of the Greek 
and Latin authors, as well as the Engifh, Spanilh, and Ita^ 
lian languages, he went to Geneva, where he began his di- 
vinity ftudies under Meftrezat, Turretin, and Tronchin $ 
and finiihed them at Sedan, under the profeiTors Jurieu and , 
Le Blanc de Beaulieu. When he had completed his ftudies^ 
he returned to Roan, where he was received as ' minifter, 
September, 1676, in which capacity he remained till the 
year 1685, wherrthe exercife of the proteftant religion being NiaroH, 
fuppreffed at Roan, he obtained leave of the king to retire tOp°"l^' 
Holland. He fettled at Rotterdam, and was a minifter pen- 
iionary there till 1691, when he was chofen paftor of the 
Walloon church of that city. He had fome difputes with M. 
Jurieu, which fomewhat difturbed his repofe, though they 
did not interrupt his ftudies or labours : M. Jurieu approved 
of the revolt of the Cevennois, which M. Baftiage con* 
demned. 

In 1709, penfioriary Heinfius got him chofen one of the 
paftors of the Walloon church at the Hague, intending not 
only to employ him in religious but in ftate affairs. He was 
employed in a fecret negociation with marflial d'Uxelles, 
plenipotentiary of France at the congrefs of Utrecht, and he 
executed it with (o much fuccefs, that he was afterwards en- 
trufted with feveral important commifSons, all which he dis- 
charged in fuch a manner as to gain a great chara<3er for 
his abilities and addrefs ; a celebrated modern writer has seeVoltaim 
therefore faid of him, that he was fitter to be minifier ofinhisCau- 
fiate than of a parifli. Cardinal Bouillon, who was then in |^^^ -^^ 
Holland, communicated to him all his concerns with the the Age of 
States. The abbe du Bois, who was at the Hague in 171 6, LcwisXiV. 
as ambaftador plenipotentiary from his moft chriftian majefty, 
to negociate a defenfive alliance between France, England, , 

and the States General, was ordered by the duke of Orleans, 
regent of France, to apply himfelf^to M. Bafnage, and to ^. .. 

follow his advice : they accordingly aded in concert, and the p, ^^j^ ' 
alliance was concluded in January 1717. As a reward for 
his icrvice he obtained the reftitution of all his eftate and ef- 
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fcfls in France, M, Bafnage kept an epiftolary concfpon 
dence with fcveral princes, nobkmeii of high rank, aird ml 
nifters offtate, borh catholic and protcfliint» and with a 
many learned men in France, Italy, Germany, and Eni^. 
The catholics efteemed him nn leli* than the proteftants. 

His conflitation^ which had been hitherto very firm* begj 
to decline in 17223 and he was feixed with a complia. 
Ik foir, %. *'«>» of diftempcrs, which carried him off the 22d of Decern 
p. (47* ber, 172U He was a man of the utmoft fincerity andean- 
dour, even in the minutcfi affairs^ which fiitnc forth no leb 
than his erudition in the numerous works he has left (a). 



I 



Niceron, 
t m. ij. 



{a) The moft c&nridcrablc Att a$ 
follow J 

i» Hlfloire de la religbn des ej- 
Kfci rfformees, depuls fa reromiS' 
tien jtffqu^a prcfern-^ avcc unc htfloir^ 
de Torigine ct dti ptogres dc& priftcU 
pales cueurs dc rcglifc RomainCj 
pour fervir de repofife a rhiftoiie dcs 
varhtions dcs eylites pfofcnaiites ds 
M. de Meiu:i£, Raucid^m, 1690, 
in oftavo, 

H!* Hiftoire de regljfc dspuia Jcfcjs 
Cbrift jufqy*a prefeftt, Roct^rdam, 
1699^ folio. 

3* Hiftolrc de Taockn et du uou- 
veau TeUamenc rcprefentee en Uiles 
doi^ces r^akes et dc^inees par Remain 
de Hogac, avcc one explication. On 
a AjDUte dca vers b diaque figurt^ par 
M. de la Brunc. AmflEftdam, ^705. 
Lind^bEr^j, foUoi 

4, Hilloiiedes Juirs, depuis Jeftii 
ChTifl jufqu'a prcrcntj pour fervir 
dcfupplemtnt arhiftoiie de Jofeph, 



Rotterdam, 17c 6, 5 tome* in dufi- 
dccmiD. 

5*'Hilloire dci Juifs r«c1amse et 
reublie, par fon veri table a^tcur 
Bafnagej com re Tednjon anonyi 
cc tronquee^ qui ** en eft fait^ a Pai 
chez Rowllandi 171c, avec ptuliei 
editions powr fer vir de fixieme 
a cette hirtoire, RoErerdami« 171! 
in dupdetjimo. 

6. Ajiuquite? Jwdajquesj oo rt- 
marques critiquefj fur la repabJiqi 
des f febrcujf , Amllcrdafti, f 7 J j,- 
oOavo. 

7. J'l finales de^ Provinces iTnici 
dcpuis les negoci^tions pour J^ paiM 
dc Miirift[;rj ave« b dcfcription M- 
ftorique de leurs governeificrit, 1 fo^* 
La Haye, folio, 1719 et 1716* ' 

S. Noiive»yx fermoni^ 1^720, 10 

9. DifTertation hlflorique for 
duel^ ct let of d res de cbevak; 
Amftcrdam, 17-0, in ci€l:avo, 



DASNAGE,(HFNRy) fienr de Beauval/fccond ion to 
Heniy Bafnage, and brother to James mentioned in the laft 
article. He applied himfelf to the ftudy of the law, and waa 
admitted advocate in the parliament of Roan, in the ye; 
1679. He did not follow the bar immediately upon his ad- 
mi f^on^ but went to Valencia, where he ftudied under M* 
de Marville, Upon his return from thence he praftifed wi 
great reputation till the year i' 87, when the revocation 
the edict of Nantz obliged him to fly to Holland, where he 
compofed the greatcft part of his worksj and died there tl 
29th of March, 1710(A)* 



i 



(a) Mr, Bafnage left th« follovim^ 
workf I 



1. Tolerance des religions, 
irrdanrij 16%^, io daodecimo* 



l0t- 
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«. Hiftoire dcs 6uvrage» des Sea- to undertake a work of the (am* 

vans. Rotterd* 24 YOl. in duode* kind under a different title. * 
dmo. S. HiA difputes with M. Juriev 

This work was begun in the month produced alfo feveral pieces, 
ef September 1687, and continued 4. Diftionaire univcrfel recueilli et 

tin. June 1709. When he arrived compile par feu M. Antoine Furetl- 

in Holland, Mr. Btyle, through indif- ere, iecondc edition^ revue, corrigee^ 

pQfitioD, had been oblig;ed to drop et augment6« par M. Bafnage d# 

his Nouvelles de la Republique des Beauval. 
kttres, which induced Mr. Bafnage 

BASSAN (James du Pont) a painter, born in the year 
1510, in the village of BafTano, fituated in the republic of 
Venice. His father Francis inftrufled him in the nrft prin- 
ciples of hifi art ; and the works of Titian and Parmefan, but j^i^^^^^^^^ 
above all a careful ftudy of nature, enabled him tp improve des beaos 
and difplay thofe happy talents he had for painting. He lived artst 
chiefly in the country, where he gave himfelf moftly tp plaint** 
ing of landfcapes and animals. He had made himfelf well 
acquainted with hiiloiy, and having likewife a good deal of 
knowlege in polite literature, this fumiflied him with excel- 
lent fubjeSs. He had great fuccefs in landfcape and por- 
traiture. He has alfo drawn feveral night-pieces ; but it ia 
faid he found great difficulty in repre&nting feet and faandst 
and for this reafon thefe parts are generally hid in his picShires. 
Annibal Carrache, when he went to fee Bafl^n, was fo far 
deceived by the reprefentation of a book drawn upon the wall^ 
that he went to lay hold of it. Baflan was alfo a great lover 
ef mufic, and ufed to amufe himfelf with gardening, an^K 
amongft the plants which he reared, we are told that he 
would often intermingle the figures of ferpents and other ani- 
mals, drawn fo much to the life, that one -could hardly mifs 
being deceived. The pieces of this painter are fpread over 
all Europe : Titian purchafed many of them ; there are feve- 
ral alfo in the French king's cabinet in the royal palace, and 
in the hotel de Touloufe. He died at Venice in 1592. 

BATE (George) an eminent phyfician, born at Maid's 
Morton, near Buckingham, in the year 1608. At fourteen 
years of age he became one of the clerks of New college in 
Oxford. From thence he was removed to Queen's college, 
and afterwards to St. Edmund's ball. When he had taken 
the degrees of bachelor and matter of arts, he then entered 
on the phyfic line, and having taken a degree in that faculty 
in the year 1629, he obtained a licence, and for fome years 
praftifed in and about Oxford : his pradticewas chiefly amongft 
the puritans, who at that time coniidered him as one of their 

^ party. 
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patty. In 1637, he took his degree of dcwaor io phyfic» anJ^ 
became very eminent in his profefllon, fo that when king 
Charles kept his coun at Oxford j he was his principal phyfi- 
cian. When the kiiig*s affairs declined. Dr. Bate removed 
fo Ivondons where he accommodated himfelf fo well to the 
times, that he became phyfician to the Chaitcr-houre, fel- 
low of the college of phyficiaiiSj and aftervirards prindpal 
phyfictan to Oliver CromwelL 

Upon the reftoration he got into favour with the royal 
party, was made principal phyfician to the king, and fellow 
of the Royal Society ; and this, we are told, was oAtng to 
a report railed on purpofe by his friend s^ according to Mr, 
Wood, that he gave the prote£lor a dofe which haftencd his 
death. Dr. Bate wrote in Latin an account of the late com- 
motions in England, and fome other pieces- He died at his 

iecr^nd cdi^ houfe in Hat ton- garden, and was buried at Kingfton upon 

*^''?^^' Thames in Surry. 






(a) His Latin wcfk is tntkled 
Eknchua motuum nuptrorum in An- 
f lia, fLmul ac juris rcrgu et padmmen* 
tarii brcvj^ narraCio. It was printed 
at Paris in 1649, and At Francfort 
Upon the Mame in t6^0f in quarto, 
A fccand part of this work was print - 
td at London in 1661. Athirdpart 
^aa publiHrkcd in 1676^ by Dr. Skin- 
ner doctor of phyfic. 

He wrote aiHQ the three fonowln^ 
pieces : 

J . The royal apob^, or the de* 
clamation of the comnioni in parlU- 






me ntf Febrtia ry 1 1 , 1 6 4^7 * 

in 1648, in quarto. 

tt , De rachitide, five morbo puer- 
iii, qui vulgo Rickets didiur. Loncj, 
1650, o£tavo. 

5, After the dolor's death there 
came out ;i Difpenf^tory of his^ pub- 
iiGifld by Mr. James Sbipton lipothe- 
cary. It b in tided Pharmacopoeia 
Baieana, in qu^ o^oginta circittf 
pharmaca pleraqye omnia e pmsi 
Gcorgii Batei re^i Carols 11+ pro! 
media exc^rpU^ LQndt 1 6SS« 
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Cihmy*s BATES (William) an eminent nonconformift divine. 
Account of born in November 1625, and educatet] at the univcrftty f>f 
^cScrVnd Cambridge, He was entered at Emmanuel college* aiid 
jiknccti af^ from thence removed to King's in 1644. He took the degree 
of bachelor of arcs in 1647s and was admitted doctor of di- 
vinity by the king's letters, dated November 9, i660t Soon 
after the refloration he was appointed chaplain to king 
Charles IL he was alfo for fome time minifter of St* DLinflaii's 
in the Weft, but eje^ed from thence by the a<5t of uniformi* 
ty- He was one of the commiilioners at the conference at 
the Savoy in 16603 for reviewing the public Liturgy^ and 
^^**'7^^"^' aiiifted in drawing up the exceptions a^iinft the Common 
prayer. He was like wife chofen on the part of the minifters» 
together with Dr, Jacomb and Mr, Baxter, to manage ihe 
diipute againft Dr, Peaifon^ afterguards bifliop of Chefter, Dt» 

Gunning, 



ter the k~ 



Reliquiae 



p, 1^1 229* 
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Gunning, rfccrwards bifliop of Ely^ and Dr. Sparrow, after- 
wards bi&op of Norwich. iwa. p. 337, 

When the parliament fat at Oxford, 4uring the plague 
ia London, they pafled an a£l to oblige the nonconformifts 
to. take an oath, to this purpofe, that they (hould fwear, 
^ That it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
<< to take arms againft the king ; and that they abhdrred 
<' the treacherous pofition of taking arms by his autho* 
*^ rity againft his perfon, or againft thofe that are com- 
*< miffioned by him, in purfuance of fuch commiffion ; and 
'' that they would not at any time endeavour any alteration 
" in the government of church and ftate.** Thofe who refufed ibid. ^ 
to take this oath were to be reftrained from coming (except ?*«»"• . 
upon the road) within five miles of any city or corporation, oc^* *' 
any place which fent burgeiTes to parliament* The minifters 
finding the preflure of the a& very great, ftudied how to take 
the oath lawfully : Dr. Bates confulted the lord keeper Bridg* 
man, who promifed to be prefent at the next feffions, and to 
declare from the bench, that by ** endeavour to change the 
" government in church,*' was meant only •* unlawful en- 
*^ deavour.'' This fatisfied Dr. Bates, who upon this took 
the oath with feveral others. He wrote a letter hereupon to 
Mr. Baxter ; but the latter tells us, that all the arguments 
contained therein feemed to him not fufficient to enervate the 
objedions againft taking the oath. I^i^* 

Dr. Bates bore an excellent charadter, and was honour^ Ibia. 
with the friendftiip of the lord keeper Bridgman, the lord chan- p* 94* 
ccUor Finch, the earl of Nottingham, and archbifliop Til- Ji'^gS"^'* 
lotfon. He had been offered at the reftoration the deannr of fcrmon ca 
Coventry and Litchfield, which he refufed ; and, according Wm. Load, 
to Dr. Calamy, might have been afterwards raifed to any J^^ Abridf- 
bifhopric in the kingdom, if he would have conformed to ment of 
the eftablifhed church. He refided for the latter part of his Baxter, 
life at Hackney, near London> and died July the 19th, 1699,^' ^^ * 
in the fi^venty-fourth year of his age. During his life he pub- 
liihed the lives of feveral eminent perfons, in Latin (a)) 
and fince his death his works have been printed in one vo« 
lume in folio (b). 

(a) Thefe lives were written by lity. In the fecond chfs are includei 

different perfons, and Dr. Bates col- men of eminence in the church. And 

UCtcd them into one volume, intitled in the third, thofe diftinguiftied for 

Vitae feledonim aliquot virorum, their learning. Ada eruditorum, 

' qui doflrina, dignitate, aut pietate Jan. i683> P* »• 
inclaruere. Lond. 1681, quarto. Thf (b) They confift of fermons and 

lives are divided into three clzCks : difcourfes on the moft important fub* 

the fir.l contains the lives of princes jefi^. 
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EATHURST (Ralph) an eminent poer, phyfician, and 
divine, born in the year 1620, He was edutiued in Trinity ^ 
college Oxford, where he at firfi: applied himfclf to the Itudyfl 
of diWnfty j but afterwards to phyfiCj and was etn ployed as i 
phyficiari 10 the ficfc and wounded of the navy, After the 
Weed's rcfloracion of king Charles IL he returned to the ftudy of 
Aih. Oion. divinity, and having taken orders, was appointed chaplain || 
toLlj, to the king, and admitted fellow of the Royal Society. 
On the loth of September, 1664^ he was ekcted prefix 
icnt of Trinity college j and^ June the 28th, 1670, was ' 
inflftlled dean of Wells; and in the years 1673 and 1674^ 
he fcrved the office of vicechancellor of the univerfity of 
Oxford* In April, i69r, he was nominated by king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary to the fee of Briitol, but refufed it, 
chufing rather to refide in his college, the chapel of which he 
afterwards rebuilt in a very elegant manner. He was a per- 
son «f great learning, and particularly celebrated for hfs poeti- 
cal genius (A)i He died Jime the 14th, 1704, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age, and was buried in the chape! of Tu- 
nity college. 



fA) There are piiblilbed the ioh 
lowing pieces by Dr. BatfiuHl t 

I, Newes frora the dead, or a true 
and exaft n^rt^tjQu of the oiiracuU 
ous dcliverarKe of Anne Greeny who 
being txccuted at Oxford, December 
144 i650> aftervvstrds revived, and, 
by the care of ceruin pbyfidaoi 
there J i£ now perfe^ly recovered j 
together wUh tbe irianner of ber ftjf- 
fering, irtd the particular meaner ufed 
for ber recovery, Whereuoio are pie- 
fixed c&rtain pooms, cafualTy wfHtcfi 
vpon di^t iubjcd. Piltited at Oxf&rd, 

t* A pOcm on tbe death of John 
ScldcHj inferced in the ihird pin of 



MtfceJJanediis poems, Wo^d, AtJ^eti^ 
Yol. ii. col, t66* 

J, Several LaTin poemSp printed io^ 
the Mufsrum Anglicanaruni anni»Ie<:* 
ta, vii, r. in libeHum viri dariffiml 
Tho, HobbilDcnarura homifiis, ^S^o^ 
z. GratuhCiO pacts cufTi Fjrderata 
Bclgio iLibjhiai Cromwelto proref^«i- 
rCj I fi : 4. 3. In ftfr^mirimum rtgitim 
Carolmn IL Bdtannts iom reOilti- 
tym, r66o* 4. In obilum cetfiflinii 
priacipi^i Henrki ducis. GloceAreniis^ 
1660. 5* Graculatio ob aufpicanr* I 
limiim ftreniilintx principle Cathaft* | 
Tiffi Lufit^nsf , regi Carob IL defp©ii* 
fatje id Anfliam appulfym^ 16^3, 



BAUDIER (Michael) a gentleman of Languedoc, who 
lived in the reign of Lewis Xlll. He wrote-fcveral hi (Ion - 
cal pieces (a), which were well received » and gained him the 
ehara^tcr of b^ing a copious and indefatigable author. 



(a) Mr, Bayk menlioni the fol- 
lowing t 

J. L'hinoire du Svrraili 

£ . f^in oi re dc 1 a r t: li 2 ic n d t ^ T itl CS i 



3. Hiflotr^ dc la cour du roi de It 
Chine. 

4. La vie dy cardinal d'AmboIfc, 

c . La vie du mirecbal dc TlioyMis, 
6, LbiltolT*' 
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€. L*hiftoice da mlniftere ck Ro« ant du camp de Torio> ce ifai f*eft 
mie* paffe en la cojnpagned^Iuliederaiw 

7. Le foldat Piemontais, racont- n^e 1640. 

BAUDIUS (Dominic) profeffor of hiftory in the univer- 
fity of Leyden, born at Lifle, the 8th of Auguft, 1561. He 
began his fiudits at Aix )a Chapelle, and continued them at 
Leyden. He removed from thence to Geneva, where he ftu- 
died divinity : after refiding here fome time, he returned 
to Ghent, and from thence to X^yden, where he applied to 
the civil law, and was admitted- do£lor of law, June 1 585. 
Soon after his admiffion, he accompanied the ambafladors from • 

the States to England, and during his refidence here became 
acquainted with feveral perfons of diftin£)ion| particularly tb« 
famous fir Philip Sidney. / 

He was admitted advocate at the Hague, the 5th of JantH lafeofBav. 
ary, 1587 ; but being foon tired of tl^e bar, went to travel ^V *****^ 
in France, where he remained ten years. He was much aiaic^* 
efteemed in that kingdom, and gained many friends tberev 
Achilles de Harbi^ firft preildent of the parliament of Parisv 
got him to be admitted advocate of the parliament of Paris lA 
Sieyear 1 592. In 1602, he went to England with Chrifio- 
pher de Harlai, the prefident's fon. Who was fent ambafladot 
to the court of London by Henrj^ the Great. This fame year 
Btttdius having been named profeffor of eloquence at Ijtydtt^^ 
went and fettled in that univerfity. He read leflures on hi* 
fiory after the death of Morula, and was permitted alfo t^ 
do the fame on the civil law. In 161 1, the States conferred 
upon him the office of hiftoriographer in conjunftion witk 
Meurfius ; and in confequehce thereof he wrote The hiftory 
of the truce, fiaudius is an elegant profe-writer, as appears 
from his Letters, many pi which were publifhed after his 
death. He was alfo an excellent Latin poet : the firft edi- ' 

tion of his poems was printed in the year 1587 j they con- 
fift of verfes of all the different mcafures : he publilhed fepa- 
rktely a book of iambics in 1591, dedicated to cardinal Bour- 
bon. Some of his poems he dedicated to the king of Eng- 
land} other? to the prince of Wales, in the edition of 1607, 
and went over to England to prefent them. 

Baudius was a ftrenuous advocate for a truce betwixt the 
States and Spain : two orations he publlflied on this fubje£t, 
though without his name, had very nigh proved his deftruc- 
tioftj prince Maurice was made to believe he was affronted 
in them, and the author was faid to have been bribed by the 
French ambaffa^or to write upon the truce. He was obliged 

to ^ 
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to write to the prince and his fecretary, ift ortlef t& vindicite 

himfelF, And in his vindication he laments his unhappy fate 

in being expofed to the malice of fo many flanderers, who 

*aua,Ip,iii,put wrong interpretations on his words: " It is evident (fays 

""""' 3- (« ijgj ^^^^ through the malignity of mankind, nothing can 

** be expreffed fo cautioufly by men of any character and repu- 

tatJon^ but it m^y be diftorted intofome obnoxious fcnfe. 

For what can be more ablurd than the condtift of thofe 

men, who have reported that 1 have been bribed by the 
** ambalTador Jeannin, to give him empty words In return 
♦^ for his gcnerofity lo me j as if I, an obfcure doctor, was 
*« an afliftanc to a man of the greateft experience in bufmefc/j 
Some verfes, which he wrote in praife of the marquis of Spi] 
nola, occafioned him alfo a good deal of trouble j the mar* 
quis came to Holland before any thing was concluded eith^ 
of the peace or truce ; and though Baudius had printed the 
poem, yet he kept the copies of it, till it might be (ten more 
evidently upon what account this minifter came : he gave 
them only to his moft intimate friends^ It being known how- 
ever that the poem was printed^ he was very near being ba- 
tiiihed for it. 

Baudius was addi£led to women as well as wme, to fuch a 
degree as expofed him to the public ridicule ; and feveral far- 
c aft leal jokes were printed againll him on this account : Sci* 
opplus has been the fevereft writer againft him. Mr, Bayle 
however thinks there is too much virulence in him to be cj 
dited ; he remarks at the fame time, that many men of Jean 
ing render themfelves contemptible in thofe pbces where the| 
Jive, while they are admired where they are only known ' 
their writings. 

Baudius died at Leydeti the 2 2d of Auguft^ 1613* 

Ci>Umy*t BAXTER (RrcHARD) an eminent nonconformifldiymc 
-^'^^'^1^^^^; born November 12, ituj, at Rowtou, near High- E real, ii 
ter'i Lift, Shropftiire. He was unlucky as to his education, by falling 
p, g, Lond, inio the hands of ignorant fchool mailers ^ neither had he thr 
*^^*"'^^^*^^ advantage of an academical education, his parents having ac 
cepted of a propofal of putting hirri under Mr* Wickftead 
chaplain to the council of Ludlow ; but it anfwercd not their 
expectation ; this gentleman being himfclf no great fcholar, 
^ took liule or no pains with his pupil ; the only benefit he 
reaped was the ufe of an excellent library, which, by hi* 
great application, proved indeed of infinite fervice to hin 
When he had remained in this fituation abaut a year and 
half, he returned to his father*s» 
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In 163^, Mr. Wjckdead perfuaded hiin tohyifidt\ii 
ftudies, andio think of making his fortune at court. He accord^ 
inglycame to Whitehall, and was recommended to Sir Henry 
Herbert matter of the revels, by whom he was very kindly re-, 
ceived ; but In the fpace of a month, being tired of a court-life, 
he returned to the country, where he refumed his ftudies, and 
Mr. Richard Foley of Stourbridge got him appointed mafter 
of the free fchool at Dudley, with an afliftant under him. InJbid.p.4. 
1638, he applied to the bifhop of Winchcfter/or holy orders>. 
which be received, having at that time no fcruples as to con* 
formity to the church of Lngland. The Et castera oath was 
what firft induced him to examine into this point. It waa 
framed by the convocation then fitting, and all perfons were 
thereby enjoined to fwear, ** That they would never confent 
*» to the alteration of the prefcnt government of the church 
« by arch bilhops, bifhops, deans, archdeacons, etc.'* There 
wejre many perfons who thought it hard to fwear to the con* 
tinuance of a church-government which they difliked ; and 
yet they would have concealed their thoughts, had not this 
oath, impofed under the penalty of expulfion, compelled them 
to fpeak. Others complained of the Et cqptera, which they 
faid contained they knew not what. Mr. Baxter ftudied the 
beft books he could find upon this fubje<5t, the confequence 
of which was, that he utterly difliked the oath. 

In the year 1640, he was invited to be minlfter at Kidder- 
minfter, which be accepted ; and had been here two years 
when the civil war broke out. He was a favourer of the par- 
liament, which expofed him to fome inconveniencies, and 
obliged him to retire to Gloucefter, but being ftrongly folicited 
be returned to Kiddermirtfter. However, not finding himfelf 
fafe in this place, he again quitted it, and tack up. his refi- 
dence at Coventry: here he lived, in perfeft quiet, preaching 
once every Sunday to the garifon, and once to the town'st 
people. After Nafeby fight he was appointed chaplain to 
coknel^Whalley's regiment, and was prefent at feveral fieges. 
He was obUged to leave the army in the year 1657, by a 
fudden illnefs, and retired to Sir Thomas Roufe's, where he 
continued a long time in a langulfhing Itate of health. He 
afterwards returned to Kidderminfter, where he continued to 
preach with great luccefs. When promwell gained the fu* 
periority, Mr. Baxter expreffcd his difiati$fadion to his mea- 
iures, but did not think proper to preach againft him from the 
pulpit: once indeed he preached before the protestor j he 
made ufe of the following text updn.this occafion, " Now I 
** befeech you, brethren^ by the name of ow: Lord Jefu» 
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** Chrift, diat ye all fpeak the fame thing, and that there be 00 
** divifions ainongft yoUj hut that ye he perfectly joined tog«- 
** iher in the lame mind and in the fame judgmem/' He leveUed 
hi& difcourfc sgainft the divifions and dillractions of the 
church, A while after Crom well fent to fpeak with him : when 
he begaji a long and feriou* fpeech to him of God's providence 

Ibid p.m. jj;, ttie change of the government, and how God had own- 
ed tc, and what great thing** bad been done at home and 
abroad in the peace with Spain and Holbnd. Mr* Baxter 
told him, *'^ It was too great condefcenfion to acquaint him 
** fo fully with all thelc matters^ which were above him : 
** but that the honeft people of the land took their ancient 
** monarchy to be a blcfling, and not an evil; and humbly 
** craved his patience, chat he might afk him, how they had 
** forfeited that blcHing, and unto whom that forfeiture wa| 
*' made ? " Upon this qutftion Cromwell was awakened in- 
to fome paiison, and told him, '* "1 here was no *brfcitiirc» 
*' but God had change. d it as pleafed him , '* and then he let 
fly at the parliament^ which thwarted him, and efpecially by 
name at tour or five members, ^Jr, Baxter's particular ac- 
quaiotances, whom he prefumed to defend againft the pro* 
teiStor's paffioii. A lew days after he lent for him again, 
utider pretence of aflclng him his opinion aboutlibcrty of con- 
fcience, at which time alfo he made a long tedious fpeechy 
which took up fo much time, that Mr, Baxter defired 10 of- 
fer his fentjments m writings which he did, but he fays he 

Iti.i^B iji^cjueftiojis whether Cromwell read them, 

Mr, Baxter came to London a little before the depoBtion 
of Richard Ciomwell^f and preached before the parliament 
the day preceding that on which they voted the king's return. 
He preached Jikewife before the lord mayor at St. Paul's a 
thankfgiving-fcrmon for general Monk's luccefs. Upon the 
king's reflofation he was appointed one of his chaplains in 
ordinary. He affifted at the conference at the Savoy as one 
of the commillioners, when they drew up a reformed liturgy. 
He was offered the bifhopric of Hereford by the lord chari- 
cellor Clarendon* which he refufed, and gave his lordibip hts 

Ibid. p*.f^5. reafms for not accepting of it, in a letter : he required no fa- 
vour but that of being permitted to continue miniftcr at Kid- 
derminiler, but could not obtain it. Being thus difappointed, 
he preached occafionaiSy about the city of London, having 
a licence from bifliop Sheldon, upon his rubfcribing a promiic 
not to preach any thing againit the dc£lrine or ceremonies of 
the c h y rch . May 1 5 , 1 662 , h e p reached his f ar e w e 1 - fer m oil 
at Black friars^ and afterwards retired to A£lon in Middlefex. 

In 
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In 1665, during die plague, he w'ent to Richard Hampden*!, 
Eiq. in BuckinghamOiirey and when it ceared he returned to 
Acton. He continued here as long as the aA againft conven« 
tides was in force, and when that W9S expired, he had (6 
many auditors that he wanted room : hereupon, by a warrant 
ligned by two juftices,he was committed for fix months to New 
prifon gaol ; but having at length procured an Habeas corpus, 
he was difcharged, and removed to Totteridge near Barnet. 

After the indulgence in 1672, he returned toIx>ndon; 
and the times appearing more favourable about two years af- 
ter, he buih a meeting-houfe in Oxenden*ftreet, where he had 
preached but 6nce, when a refolution was formed to take him 
by furprize, and fend him to the county saol, on the Oxford 
aa ; which misfortune he efcaped, but uie perfon who hap«* 
pened to preach for him was fent to the Gate-houfe, where 
he was confined three months. After having been three 
years kept out of his meeting-houfe, he took another in 
Swallow-ftreet, but was likewife prevented from preaching 
there, a guard having been placed for many Sundays to hin- 
der his entrance. Upon the death of Mr. Wadfworth, Mr. ibi'a.»,5b7, 
Baxter preached to his congregation in Southwark. 6oS« 

In 1682, he was feized by a warrant, for coming within 
five miles of a corporation, and five more warrants were krv^ 
ed upon him to diftrain for 195 1. as a penalty for five ibr* 
mons he had preached, fo that his books and goods were foM, 
He was not however imprifoned on this occaiion, which was 
owing to Dr. Thomas Cox, who went to five juftices of 
peace, before whom he fwore that Mr. Baxter was in fuch a 
bad ftate of health, that he could not go to prifon without 
danger of death. In the beginning of the year 1685, he 
was committed to the King's Bench prifon, by a warrant 
from the lord Chief Juftice JefFeries, for his Paraphrafe on tha 
New Teftament ; and on the i^th of May of the fame year 
he was tried in the cocnrt of king's bench, and found guilty, 
fie w^s confined in prifon two years; but in 1686, king 
James, by the mediation of the lord Powis, granted him a 
par(k>ii ; and on the a^th of November he was discharged 
out of the King's Bench. He retired to a houfe in Charter- 
houfe-yard, where he a/Bfted Mr. Sylvefter every Sunday 
Bomin& and preached a leAure every Thurfday. 

Mr. Baxter died December the 8th, 1691 , and was interred 
in Chrift chfirch, whither hist:orpfe was attended bv a nu- 
merous company of perfons of diiFerent janks, and many 
clergymen of the eftablifhed church. He wrote a vaft num« 
ber of books i Mr, Long of Exeter fays fourfcorc. Dr. Cm^ 
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lamy, one hyndred and twenty ; but ihe author of a note h 
the Biographia Bruannica telU us he had fc^n an hundred and 
forty-five diftin^Sl trcatife^ of Mr. Baxter's : his praflica! works 
have been publifheJ in four volumes folio. Bifllop Burner 
in the Hillory of hU ovt^n times, calls him ** A man of great 
** p-ecy; and that if he had not meddled with too many 
*^ things, would have been eftcemed one of the moft learned 
'^ men of the age j that he had a moving and pathedcal 
" way of writing, and wa^ his whole life long a man of great 
** zeal and much fimplicicy, but was unhappily fubtle and 
** metaphyfical in every thing," 

Baxter (WitLiAM) nephew to Mr, Baxter mentioned 
in the preceding artide, an eminent grammarian and critic, 
born in J 650, at Lantu^any in Shropihire, His education 
was much neglected in his younger years, for at the age of 
eighteen, when he went to the fchool at Harrow on the Hill, 
ill Middlcfexj he knew not one letter in a book, nor underftood 
one word of any language but Wclfli : but he foon retrieved 
his loft tijne, and became a man of great learning. He ap- 
plied chiefly to the iluJy of antiquities and philology, m 
which he compofed feveral books. In 1679* he publilhed a 
Grammar on the Latin tongue [a) ; and in 1695, an edition 
of A nacre on with notes (b), which was afterwards reprinted 
in 1710, with confiderable improvements. In 1701, his edi- 
tion of Horace made its appearance (c) ; and in 1719, he 
publiflied his Didionary of the Britiili antiquities (d). His 



(a) The title at large b as follows : 
D« analogiaj five arte Jinsuse La- 
tins; commemarlolus j In quo omnia^ 
tiiam reconditions grammaticse cle- 
incnt^j rations nova ^raflantur, er 
ad bieviirmios canoneA red i sunt ur. 
In ufum piovtaiDrU adolcrcenri«c< 
tJjieia Wilhdmi Baxterl philiftods, 
Lond, 1679, diiodecimo, 

(t) Anacreonrji Tdi carmioa. 
riurtmis <iuibu$ haficDus fcait^bint 
itiendis purgavit, tmbau mctra left!- 
imi, notafque cum nova inierpreta- 
Uonc literaJl adjtcic WUlkimus Bax- 
ter, SMbjiciifntur' etiam duo vetuf- 
liirnna poetica: Sapphns^lcgamiflima 
od^rUp una cum corrcfibne iraatL 
Vurtti^ ct Tbeociiti A^acreontkum 
hi mortutrin Adonm. Lond, 1697 



(c) Th« fecoRd edirien was ^niik* 
ed by i)im but a few days before hi9 
death, aod publillied under thti 
title r 

Q*^ Horatii Flaccl Ecbgtr, una 
turn rcboUls perpetuLS, tarn vetcribQS 
quam no vis t Adjedt etlam, ubi vi- 
fuin eft, ci fua, tcxtumque Ipfum 
plurttnls Locii vel corrn pium ver cur^ 
batuni reilituie WUiielBius Baxicr, 
o<aavo. 

{ d) Under the title of Gtoflarium 
intiqyitatum Britannicarum, five fyj* 
l3bvs eiymolo^kus antiquitatum ce- 
teris Britannia atque Jbernii, tcm* 
paribus Romanomm, Au^ore Wi]* 
iieltno Baxter Cornavio fchctl^ Mer- 
clariorum pritftdto, odlavo. Dedi- 
cated to Richard Mcid M. D* 
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Gloflary, ordi<flionary of the Roman Antiquities, which goc$ 
no farther than the letter A, was pubh'fhed in 1726, by the 
reverend Mr. Mofes Williams (e) ; and in 1732, he put 
out propofals for printing his notes on Juvenal (fj. Mr. 
Baxter had alfo a fhare in the£ngli(h tranflation of Plutarch 
by feveral hands. He was a great mailer of the ancient Britiih 
and Irifh tongues, and well £killcd in the Latin and Greek 
a$ well as the northern and caftern languages. He kept a 
correfpondence with moft of the learned men of his time, ef- 
pecially with the famous antiquarian Mr. Edward Lhwyd. 
iiome of Mr. Baxter's letters to him are pubiiflied in KisGlof- 
farium antiquitatum Romanarum. There are like wife in the 
Philofophical Tranfaiaions two letters of his to Dr. Harwood, No. 306, 
one concerning the town of Veroconium ot Wroxeter inP'»*36. 
Shropfliire, and the other concerning the hypocaufta or 
fweating.houfes of the ancients ; and another to Dr Hans No. 311. 
Sloane, fecretary to the Royal Society, containing an abftra<5lP'*^3'*» 
of Mr. Lhwyd's Archaeologia Britannica. 

Mr. Baxter fpent moft of his life in the ufeful though irk- 
tomc employment of teaching youth ; for fome years he kept 
a boarding fchool at Tottenham High-crofs in Middlefex, 
where he remained till he was chofen mafter of the Mercers 
fchool in London. In this fituation he continued above twen- 
ty years, but refigned before his death, which happened on the 
31ft of May, 1723, in the feventy- third year of his age. 

(e) It was pubiiflied under the a feipfo confcriptae fragmentum, ct 

title of Reliquis Baxterianae, live feledVac quxdam ejufdem epiftolte. 

WilUelfDi Baxter! opera poilhuma. Lond. 

Pranniititur eruditi autoris vitse a (f) Under this title, GuIielmiBax- 

Heipfo jconfcriptx fragmentum. teri qua fuperfunt enarratio et notse 

It was republiflied in 173I, with in D. Junii JuvenaHs Satyras, Ac- 

ihis title, Gioffarium antiquitatum cedit rerum et verborum obfervatione 

Homanarum, a Willielmo Baxter, digniorum quse in iifdem occurrunr^ 

Cornavio, fcholse A^erciariorum prse- index locupJetiCimus. AccuranteGu- 

h6to, Accedunt eruditi autoris vitae lielmo Mofe A. M. R. S. See. 

BAYLE (Peter) author of the Hifiorical and critical seethcEng. 
diftionary, born November 18, i647,at Carla, a fmall townli^Tranflat. 
in the county of Foix. He was the fon of John Bayle, a^^^,^*-., 
proteftant minifter. Peter gave early proofs of a fine genius, ©f Bayle * 
which his father cultivated with the utmoft care : he himfelf p.3. 
taught him the Latin and Greeklanguages, and fent him to 
the proteftant academy at Puylaurens in February 1^66. In 
September following, during the vacation, he made a vifit to 
his father i but he applied fo clofely to his fludies, that it 
brought upon hioi an Ulneis which kept him at Carla above 
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eighteen months. Upon bis recovery he retyrned to Pyylau- 
lbia.p.t. rem to profecutc his ftudies* After having ftudied fome ttmc 
at this academy, he refolved to go to Touloufe. He accor* 
dinghy went thither in February 16695 and attended the lec- 
tures in the Jefults college. The coniroverfial books which 
Mr. Bayle read at Puylaurens raifed fevcral rcroples in his 
mind in regard to the proceftant religion j his doubts were in- 
Cfeafed by Ibine difputes he had with a prieft, who lodged 
in the fame houfe with him at Touloufe. He thought the 
protcftar-t tenets were falfe, becaufe he could not aniwer all 
the arguments raifed againft them, Co that about a month af- 
ter his arrival at Toiiloure he embraced the Roman catholic 
iyd.p.4. religion. This was matter of great concern to all his rela- 
tions. Mr, Bertier, bifhop of Rieux, rightly judging^ that 
afier this ftep young Bayle had no reafon to expedi any afiift- 
ance from his relations, took upon him the charge of his main- 
tenance. ^1 hey piqued themfdves much at Touloufe upon 
the acqiiirition of fo promifmg a young man. When it came 
to his turn to defend tliefes publicly, the moft diftinguiflied 
perfons of the clergy, parliament, and city aflifted there, fo 
that there had hardly ever been (een in the uni^erfity a more 
fplendid and numerous audience. The thcfcs were dedicated to 
the Virgin^ and adorned with her pi(5ure, which was orna- 
mented with feveral emblematical figures, reprefeming the 
^» convcrfion of the refpondent. 

Some time after Mr* Bayle' 5 converfion Mr, Naudis dc 
Bruguicre, a young gentleman of great wit and penetration^ 
and a relation of his, happened to come to Touloufe, where 
he lodged in the fame houf? with Mr. Bayle. They dif- 
puted warmly about religion, and after having puflied the ar* 
gumEnts on both fides with great vigour, they uft:d to exa- 
mine them over again coolly. Thefe famiUar difputes often 
puzz^led Mr, Bayle, and made him diftrurt feveral opinions of 
the church of Rome, fo that he fccrctly condemned himfelf 
for having embraced them too precipitately* Some time after 
Mr. de Pradals came to Touloufe, whom Mr. Bayle's father 
had defired to vifit him, hoping he would in a little tiinc 
gain his confidence } and this gentleman fo far fucceedcd, 
that young Bayle one day owned to him, that he had beert 
a little too hafty in entering in 10 the church of Rome, 
fmce he now found feveral of her do(5trines which appeared 
contrary to reafon and Scripture. Auguft 1670, he de- 
parted fecretly from Touloufe^ where he had ftaid eighteen 
months, and retired to Mazeres in the Lauragais, to a coun- 
try houfe of Mr. da Vivie, His elder brother came there the 
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&y after, with ibnifi.minifters of the neighbourhood; and nexl 
dzy Mr. Rival, minifter of Saverdun, received bis abjuration 
in pre&oce of his elder brother and two other minifters, and 
the fame day they obliged him to fet out for Geneva* Soon Hud. p. 7, 
after his arrival here, Mr. de Normandie, a fyndic of the re- ^ 
public, having.heard of hi^ great character and abilities, em- 
ployed him as tutor to his fens. Mr. Bafnage at that time 
lodged with this gentleman, and it was here Mr. Bayle comr 
menced his acquaintance with him. When he had been 
about two years at Geneva, at Mr. Bafiiage's recommenda* 
tion he entered into the family of the count de Dhona lord 
of Copet, as tutor to his children ; but not liking the folitary 
life he led in this family, he left it, and went to Roan in 
Normandy, where he was employed as tutor to a merchant^ 
fon : but he tired foon alfo of this place. His great ambition 
was to be at Paris ', he went accordingly thither in March 
1675, aod, at the recomi^ndation of the marquis de Ru- 
vigny, was chofen tutor to meffieurs de Beringhen, bro- 
thers to M. de fieringhen, counfellor in the parliament of 
Paris. • r 

Some months after he had gone to Paris, there being a 
vacancy of a profeflbrfhip of philoibphy at Sedan, Mr. Baf Bayle*s Let-* 
nage propofed Mr. Bayle to Mr. Jurieu, who promifed totewtoMcO; 
ferve him to the utmoft of his power, and defired Mr. Bat fj???**^ 
nage to write to him to come immediately to oedan. Bm toll* 
Mr. Bayle excufed himfelf, fearing left if it (bould be known 
that he had changed his religion, which was a fecret to every 
body in that country but Mr. Bafnage, it might bring him in- 
to trouble, and the Roman catholics from thence take occa- 
fion to>difturb the proteftants at Sedan. Mr. Jurieu was 
extremely furprized at his refufal ; and even when Mr. Baf- 
nage communicated the reafon, he was of opinion it ought 
not to hinder Mr. Bayle*s coming, fince he and Mr. Bafnage 
being the only perfons privy to the fecret, Mr. Bayle could run 
no manner of danger. Mr. Bafnage therefcre wrote again u u^y^ 
Mr. Bayle, and prevailed with him to come to Sedan. He 
had three competitors, all natives of Sedan, the friends of 
whom endeavoured to raife prejudices againft Mr. Bayle, be- 
caufe he was a ftranger. But the affair being left to be de- 
tju-mined by difpute, and the candidates having, agreed to 
make their thefes without books or preparation, Mr. Bayle de- 
fended his thefes with fuch perfpicuity and ftreng(h of argu- 
inent, that notwithftanding all the ihtereft of his adverfaries, 
^he fenate of the univerfity determined it in hi) favour;- and 1^14, 
|?Qtwithftanding the oppofuion Mr. Bayle met with upon his 
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fifft coming to Sedan, his merit foon procured him univcrfal 
cfteem. 

In the year 1680, an affair of the duke of LtJXfinburgh 

made a great no'tfe : he bad been accufed of impieties, force- 
ry, and poifonings, hut was acquitted, and the procefs again ft. 
him fypprcfled. Mr. B.iyle having been at Paris duriag th< " 
harveft vacation, had hfard many particulars concerning thift^ 
HfFain ' He compored an harangue on the fubjcrt, where! ri 
the marihal is fuppf^fed to vindicate himfelf betbre bts judges. 
This fpecch is a fVnart fat ire upon the duke and fome other 
perfnns. He afterwards wrote one more fatirical, by way of 
critidfm upon the harangue. He fent thefe two pieces to 
Mn Minutoli, defiring his opinion of them ; and, that he 
might fpeak his mind more freely, he concealed his being th« 
til.Mir,*4 author, ASouttbis t^^me father de Valois, a Jefuit of Caen, 
publifhed a book, wherein he maintained that the fentimenta 
of M. des Cartes concerning the efTence and properties of 
bodyj were repugnant to the doftrine of the church, "" 
agreeable to the errors of Calvin on the fubjeft of the eucha^ 
rith Mr* Bayle read this performance^ and judged it well 
done. He was of opinion the author bad incontefbbly prov^ 
ed the point inqueftton, to wir^ that M, des Cartes principlei 
were contrary to the fai^h of the church of Rome, and agree- 
able to the do£trine of Calvin. He toofc occafion from them 
to write his '* Sen ti mens de M, des Cartes touch ant Feflencc^l 
etc." wherein bs maintained T)^^ Cartes's principles, and art 
fwered aJl the arv;nments by v^fhich fiJther de Valois had en- 
deavoured to confute them. 

The great comet which appeared December i6^o, having 
filled the generality of people with fear and aitonifhmentj in* 
duccd Mr. B:ayle to think of writing a letter on thi^ fubje^Jl 
to be inferteJ in the Mercure (jy)ant; but finding he had fuch ^ 
abundance of matter as exceeded the bounds of a letter [otz^t 
that periodical work, he refoJvctl to print it by itfelf, and ac<- V 
cord i ugly fent it to M. de Vife, defuing him to gWe it to his 
printer, and to procure a licence for it from M- dc ^a Rejnief 
ticntcnant of the police, or a privilege from the ktngif that was 
nec^Rary i hut M. de Vife having returned for anfwer, that 
M, de la Reynie being unwilling to take upon him the confe- 
cuences of printing it, it would be ntccffjtry to obtain the 
approbatioti of the do(5tofS before a royal privilege could be 
applied for ; wkich being a tedious and difficult affair, Mf( 
Payle gave over all thoughts of having it printed at Pans, 
*t- ^rhe prote^ants in France were ai this time in a ditlrei 
fiti^tioj:> ; pot a yt^r paffed without fome infiingement of the 
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efift of Nante, and it was at length refolved to (but up their 
academies. That at Sedan was accordingly fuppreffed by an 
arret of Lewis XIV. dated the 9th of July, 1681. Mr. 
Bayle ftaid fix or feven weeks at Sedan after the fuppreffion of 
the academy, expeQing letters of invitation from Holland 5 
burnot receiving any during that time, he left Sedan the 
2d of September, and arrived at Paris the 7th of the fame 
month, not being determined whether he ihould go to Rot- 
terdam or England, or continue in France ; but wMlft he was 
in this uncertainty he received an invitation to Rotterdam, 
(or which place he accordingly (et out, and arrived there the 
30th of Oftober, 1681. He was appointed profeflbr of phi- 
lofophy and hiftory, with a falary of five hundred guilders per 
annun^. The year following he publiflied his Letter con- 
cerning comets. And father Maimbourg having publifhed 
about thistime his Hiftory of Calvinifm, wherein he endeavours 
to draw upon the proterants the contempt and refentment 
of the catholics, Mr. Bayle wrote a piece to confute his Hi- 
ftory : in thi^ he has inferted feveral circumftances relating to 
the life and difputes of Mr. Maimbourg, and has given a (ketch 
of his character, which is thought to have a ftrong likenefs. 

The reputation which Mr. Bayle had now acquired, in- 
duced the States of Friezland, in 1684, to ofFer him a pro- 
feflbrfhip in their univerfity ; but he wrote them a letter of 
thanks, and declined the offer. This fame year he began to 
publifh his >Jouve]les de la republique des lettres ; and the 
year following he wrote a fccond part to his Cenfure on the 
hiftory of Mr. Maimbourg. 

In 1 686, he was drawn into a difpute in relation to 
the famous Chriftina queen of Sweden : in his Journal 
for April, he took notice of a printed letter, fuppofed 
to havQ been wrote by her Swedifh majefty to the cheva- 
lier dc Terlon, wherein (he condemns the perfecution of 
the proteftants in France. He inferted the letter itfeif in his 
Journal for May, and in that of June following he fays, 
** What we hinted at in our laft month, is confirmed to 
^* us from day to day, that Chriftina is the real author of 
^* the letter concerning the perfecutione in France, which is 
" afcribed to her: it is a remainder of proteftantifm.*' Mr. 
Bayle received an anonymous letter, the author of which ly^. p. j^,^ 
fays, that he wrote to him of his own accord, being in duty 
bound to it, as a fcrvant of the queen. He complains that 
Mr. Bayle, fpeaking of her majefty^ called her only Chrifti- 
na, without any title ; he finds alfo great fault with his call- 
ing the }et;fc|: " a rcprt^inder of protcftamifm." He blames 
^ him 



74 



B A Y L E. 



bini likewife for infcrting the words <' I am/' in theconclu-. 
fion of the letter. *' Thcfe words (fays this anonymou] 
** writer) are not her majefty's ; a quecn> as flic is, cajinot 
*' employ thefe words but with regard to a very few pcr- 
*' foDs, and Mr* de TerJon \i not of that number/" Mn 
Bayle wrote a vindication of himfelf as to thefc particularS| 
with which the author of the anonymous letter declared htm' 
fclf fatlsfied, excepting what related to ** the remainder of 
^* proteftantifm," He would not admit of the defence with 
regard to that expreiJion > and, in another letter, advtfed 
flnd»p-3*^ him to retraft that expreiTion, He adds in a poftfcript, 
** Yqu ajcntion in your Journal of Auguft, a fecond letter 
M of the queen, which you fcruple to publish. Her majefty 
*^ would be gl.id to fee that letter, and you will do a thing 
*' agreeable to her^ if you would fend it to her. You might 
M take this opportunity of writing to her majefly. This 
*' counfel may be of fome ufe to you, do not ncgle£l it/* 
Mr* Bayle took the hint, and wrote a letter to her majefty, 
lijid.p.35* dated the J4tb of November, i686t to which the qtieen. 
Ibid, p. 34. pii the 14 th of December, wrote the following anfwer : 

" Mr. Bayle, 1 

*« I have received your cxcufes, and am willing you 
« (hould know by this Jctter, that I am fatisfied with them* 
*' I am obliged to the zeal of the perionj who gave you oc^ 
'* cafion of writing to me ; for I am very glad to know you. 
'^ Yen exprefs fo much rei"pe£i and afFedtion for me, that I 
*- pardon you fincerely ; and I would have you know, that 
** nothing gave me offence but that Remainder of proteft- 
** anti fm, of which you accufed me* I am very delicate on 
'* that head, becaufe no body can fufpcfl me of it, without 
'* leffening my glory, and injuring me in the moil fenftble 
*' manner. You would do well, if you fliould even acquaint 
f* the public with the miftake you have made,^and with your 
*' regret for it- This is all that remains to be done by you, 
** in order to dcfcrve my being entirely fatisfied with you. 

** hs to the letter which you have feiit me^ it is mirie 
** without doubt ; a^d fmce you tell me th4t it is printed,> 
** you will do me a pleafure it you fend me fome copies of 
** it- As I fear nothing in France, fo neither do I fear any 
*' thing at Rome, My fortune, my blood, and even my 
** life, arc entirely devoted to the ferviceof the church j hut 
f< I Batter nobody, and will never fpeak any thing but the 
■* truth. I am obliged to thofe who have been p leafed to 
f publifh my letter, foi 1 do not at all difguife my femi- 

" iients* 



B A Y L E. 75 

<5 mcttti. I d^ank God, they are top noble and too honowrr 
*< able to be difowned. However, it is not true, that thU 
«< letter was written to one of my minifters. As I have cvtrf 
<^ where enemies, and perfons who envy me, fo I in all 
V places have friends and fervants ; and I have poffibly as 
<< many in France, notwithftanding of the court, as any where 
<' in the world. This is purely the truth, and you may re- 
f* gulate yourfelf accordifij^ly. 

5^ But you (hall not get off fo cheap as you una|iiie. I 
f^ will enjoin you a penance ; which is, that you will hence* 
f^ forth take the trouble of fending m^ all curious books tha( 
^ ihaU be publiihfsd in Latin, French, Spaniih^ or Italian, 
^ on whatever fubjed or fcience, provided they are worthjr 
*' of being looked into; I do not even except romances or 
5< fatires: and above all, if there are any bopk^ ofcbemiftry, 
f< I defire you ma^ fend them to me as foon as poffible. Do 
" not forget likewise to fend me your Journal. I ihall or- 
" der that you be paid for whatever you lay out^ do but 
^ fend me an account of it. This will be the moft agreeable 
^ and mofl important fervice that can be done me. Majr 
{' God profper you. 

' Christina Alexandra.** 

It hqw ppij reinaitied thsit Mr. Bayle (hould acquaint the 
public with the miftake he had made, and his regret for it, 
in order to merit that princefs's (entire fatisfa£lion. This he 
did in the beginning of his Journal of the month of January, 
1687. ff We have been informed to our incredible iatisfac- 
^ tibn (fays be) that the queen of Sweden having f^n thp 
^ ninth arti^e of the Journal of Augufl, 1686, has beei^ 
f< pleafed to be fatisfied with the explanation we gave there. 
<* Properly, it was only the words Remainder of Protqftantifni, 
^ which had the misfortune to offend her majeffy ; for as her 
*< majefty is very delicate on that fubje£t, and defires that al\ 
f^ the world (hould know, that after having carefully e^- 
^' amined the different religions, (be had found none to b^ 
^* true but the Roman catholic, and that (he has heartily 
^< embraced it, it was injurious to her ^ory to give occaiioQ 
{' for the leaft fufpicion of her fincerity. We are therefore 
f< very forry that we have made ufe of an expreiBon, which 
f^ has been underftood in a fenfe fo yery different from ou^ 
^ intention ; and we wduld have been very far from making 
«• ufe of it, if we had forefeen ths^t it was liable to any am-' 
•« bisutty : for beiides the refpcfl: which we, together with 
^ all the world, owe to fo great a queeo^ who has been thci 
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** acfmtmibti of ihe univerfe from her ctrlieft days, we jo 
** with the utmoft zeal in that pariictilar obligation whfchal! 
** men of letters arc under to cio he; homage, beamfc of the 
** honour (he has done the fcieiiceSj by being pleafed tho- 
*' roughly to esamlne their bejutiesj and to protect them in 
* "a diilinguifliing manner.*^ 

Thepcrfecution which the protellants at this tirr^e fuifcred 
in France afFei^led Mr* Bayle extremely* He m^de occafion- 
dly fome reflections on their fufFe rings in his Journal ; and he 
wrote a pamphlet alfo on the rubjed^ Sometime after he pob- 
Hflied his Commcntaire philofophi^^uej upon tbefe words, 
•^ Compel them to come in :" but the gn at dp|?!icaiiun he 
gave to this and his other works^ threw him intn a fir of fick- 
jicfs, which obliged him to dil'co retinue his Literary Journal. 
Being advifed to try a change of iiir, he left Rotterdam on 
the 8th of Auguft, and went to Cleves, whence, after having 
continued fome time, he removed to Aix la Chapelle, and 

tte*' ^ 37. from thence returned to Rotteidam on the i8th of 0£lober, 
In the year 1690, the famous book^ enridcd. Avis aux re- 
fagie^j etc, made its appearance i Mr, Jurieu, who took 
Mr, Bayle for the author thereof, wrote a piece againft it, 
and be prefixed an advice to the public, wherein he calls Mr* 
Bayle a profane perfon, and a traitor engaged in a confpiracy 

Biij. p. 5r. againll the Rate. As (bon as Mr. Bayle had read this libel 
againft him, he went to the Grand Schour of Roiterdarai 
and offered to go to prifonj provided his accufer would ac- 
company him J and undergo the punifiiment he deferv- 
cd, provided the accufation was found unjuft. He pubftQi- 
ed alfo an anfwer to Mr. Jurieu*s charge ; and as his re- 
putation, nay his very life was at ftake in cafe the accufa- 
lion of treafbn was proved, he therefore thought himfeif 
not obliged to keep any terms with his accufer^ and at- 
laclced him vt^th the utmoft feverity, Mr* Juricu loft alt pa- 
tience ; he applied himfelf to the magiilrates of Amfterdam, 
who advifed him to a reconciliation with Mr. Bayle, and en- 
joined them not to publiOi any thing againft each other l*1J 

Thii. p, §z. it was examined by ^Ir. Boyer, the penfioner of Rotterdam, 
But notvvithftandtng this prohibition^ Mr. Jurieu attacked Mr, 
Bayle again with fo much paffioHj that he forced him to wriie^ 
a new vindication of himfelf, m 

Jn November, 1690, Mr, deBeauval advertifedin his Jour* 
nat, A fcheme for acnucal didionary. This was the wo»k of 
Mr, Bayte* The articles of the three firft letters of the alphabet 
were already prepared; but a difpute happening betwixt him 
%nd Mr. dc.Beauval^ obliged him for fome time to lay afide the 
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work. Nor did he refume it till May, 1692, when he pub- • 
li&ed his fcheme -, but the public not approving of his plan, 
he threw it into a different form, and the firft volume was 
publiflied in Atiguft, 1695, ^"^ ^^^ fecond the O^ber 
following. The work was extremely well received by 
the public, but it engaged him in firefh difputes, particular- 
ly with M. Jurieu and the abbe Renaudot. Mr. Juriai 
publifiied apiece, wherein he endeavoured to engage the ec- 
defiaftiqal afiemblies to condemn the Didionary ; he prefented 
it to the fenate fitting at Delft, but they took no notice of the 
affair. The confiftory of Rotterdam granted Mr. Bayie a 
hearing ; and after having heard his anfwers to their remarks 
on his Di&ionary, declared themfelvet fatisfied, and ad* 
vifed him to communicate this to the public. Mr. Jurieu 
made another attempt with the confiftory in 1698 ; andfo 
far he prevailed with them, that they exhorted Mr. Bayie to 
be more cautious widi regard to his principles in the fecond 
edition of his Dictionary, which was publiflied in 1702, with 
many additions and improvements. 

Mr. Bayie was a moft laborious and indefatigable writer. 
In one of his letters to Maizeaux, he fays, that Ance his 
twentieth year he hardly remembers to have had any leiftirc. 
His intenfe application contributed perhaps to impair his con- Nkeroo, 
ftitution, for itfoon began to decline. He had a decay of '®'"*^** 
the lungs, which weakened him confiderably, and as this was^*^ ' 
adiftemper which had cut offfeveral of his family, he judged 
it to be mortal, and would take no remedies. He died the 
28th of December, 1706, after he had been writing the 
greateft part of the day. He wrote feveral books befidcs what 
we have mentioned, many of which were in his own de- 
fence againft attacks he had received from the abbe Renau- 
dot, Mr. Clerc, M. Jaquelot, and others ; . a particular 
account of his works may be feen in the fixth volume of 
Niceron. Among the produ£tions which do honour to 
die age of Lewis XIV. Mr. Voltaire has not omitted 
Ae Critical Dictionary of our author : " It is the firft work 
^* of the kind (he lays) in which a man may learn to 
think.*' He cenfures indeed thofe articles, which con- 
tain only a detail of minute facts, as unworthy either of 
Bayie, an underftanding reader, or pofterity. In placing 
him, cootinues the fame author, amongft the writers who 
do honour to the age of Lewis XIV. notwithftanding his be- 
ing a refugee in Holland, I only conform to the decree of 
the parliament of Thouloufe, which, when it declared his 
will valid in France, notwitbftandiog tfat rigour of the laws, 
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expr^y fMj << that fud^ t maii could not be cooiidered at 
** a foreigner." 

Hift^'If the ^ATON, or BEtou (David) archbiflidp 6f St. AK- 
Afhin of * drcw'a, in Scotland, and cardinal of the Roman church, bom in 
Church and the yeaiT 1494, and educated in the univerfify of St. Andrew's. 
I^^i !J ^^ ^^^ afterwards fent over to the univerfi^ of Paris, where 
^ol! i! h!^i. ^^ ftudicd divinity ; and when he had attained a proper age, 
cap.iv. entered into holy orders* In the year 1519, he was ap- 
5d^ *^* pointed refident at the court of France j about the fame time 
1734.**' ^' uncle James Beaton, archbifliop of Glafgow, conferred 
upon him the re£lory of Campfay i and in the year 152 J, bis 
uncle being then archbifiiop of St. Andrew's, gave him the 
abbacy of Aberbrothock. David returned to Scotland in 1525, 
IHd. and in 1528, was made lord privy feal. In 15339 he was 

fent again to France, in conjuoAion with fir Thomas Erikinr, 
to confirm the leagues fubfifting betwisct the two kingdooas, 
atid to bring about a marriage for king James V. with Mag- 
dalene, daughter of his Chrifiran majefty ; but the princeTs 
being at this time in a very bad fiate of health, the marri* 
age could not then take effedt. During his reftdence how- 
ever at the French court, he received many favours from his 
Chriftian majefty. King James having gone over to France, 
had the princefs Magdalene given him in perfon, whom 
he efpoufed on the firft of January, 1537. Beaton returned 
to Scotland with their majefties, where they arrived the 29^1 
of May i but the death of the queen hav'mg happened tbe 
July following, he was fent over again to Paris, to negociate 
a fecond marriage for the king with the lady Mary, daughter 
to the duke of Gutfe ; and during his ftay at tbis time at die 
court of France, he was confecrated biihc^ of Mirepoix. 
All tilings being fettled in regard to the marriage, in the 
month of June, he embarked with the new queen for Scot- 
land, where they arrived in July : the nuptials virere cele- 
braced at St. Andrew's, and the February following the coro- 
nation was performed with great fplendor and raag^ificeiKe 
in the abbey church of Holy- rood -houfc. 

Beaton, though at this time only coadjutor of St. Andrew's, 

yet had all the power and authority of the archbifbop i and 

Dem ftcr ^" ^^^ ^^ ftrengthen the popiih intereft in Scotland, pope 

Hift! Eccief. Paul III. raifed him to a cardinalfliip, by the title of St. 

Gent. Scot. Stephen in Monte Caelio, on die 20th of December, 1538. 

lib. a. p.ss. j^jj^g Henry VIIL having intelligence of the ends propofed by 

the pope in creating him a cardinal, fekit a very able minifter 

to king Jamei, widi padicular inftru^ons to carry On a deep 
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fdieme to procure the cardinal's difgrace ; but it did not take SeearRdph 
cfea. A few months after, the old archbifliop dying, the **<"«''« ^^ 
cardinal fucceeded, and it was upon this promotion that he ^* ^''"^ ' 
ht&n to ibew his warm and perfecuting zeal for the church 
oflS^ome. Soon after his inftallment, he got together, in 
tke cathedral of St. Andrew*s, a great confluence oi peribns 
of die firft rank, both clergy and laity, to whom, from m 
throne created for the purpofe, he made a fpeech, wherein 
he repreiented to them the danger wherewith the church was 
thieatened by the increafe of heretics, who had the boldneft 
to prdefi their opinions, even in the king's court ; where, ^ 
iaid he, they find but too great countenance ; and be meo« 
tioned by name fir John Borthwick, whom he had caufed to- 
be cited to that diet, for difperfing heretical books and hold« 
iBg feyeral opinions contrary to the doctrine of the Roman Keitb»val.i« 
church. Then the articles of accufation were read againftp.io. 
him, and fir John appearing neither vj perfon nor by proxy, 
was declared a heretic, his goods confifcated, and himStH 
burnt in effigy. Sir John retired to England, where he was 
kindly received by king Henry^ who fent him into Germany, 
in bis name, to conclude a treaty with the proteftant princes 
%f the em}Mre. Sir John Borthwick was not the only perfoa 
proceeded againft for herefy ; (ever^i others were alfo profecut* 
ed, and amongft the reft,G^rge Buchanan the celebrated |>oet 
aiMi hlfiorian : and as the king left all to the management of 
tbiB cardinal, it is hard to fay to what lengths fuch a funous 
aealot might have gone^ had not the king's death put a flop 
to his arbitrary proceedings. 

When the king died, there being none fo near him as the 
cardinal, it WM from thence fuggefted by his enemies, that 
be had forged his will ; and it was fet afide, notwithftanding 
he had had it proclaimed orer the crofs of Edinburgh, in or «- 
dcr to eftahfKm the regency in the earls of Argyle, Hundey, ^^^^^^ ^-^^ 
Arran, and himfelf. He was excluded from the govern- ub. xv. 
Hunt, and the earl of Ai'ran was declared fole reeent during 
the minority of queen Mary. This was chiefly ef&ctod 
by the noblemen in the'Englifh intereil, who after having , 
fent the cardinal prifoner to Blacknefe caftle, managed £f^,' 
die public affairs as they pleafed. Things did not remain p. 7 1,169. 
long however in this fituation, for the ambitious enter* 
prifingcardinali though confined, raifed fo itrong a party, that 
the regent, knowing not how to proceed, began to diiiike 
his former fyilem9 and having at length reiblved to abandon 
,it, releafed the cardinal, arid became reconciled to htm. 
Upon tile young queen's coronationi the cardinal was again 
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admitted of the council, and had the high office of chancet** 
lor conferred upon him i and fuch was now his influence with 
the regent, that he got him to follicit the court of Rome to 
appoint him legate a latere from the pope, which Vas accor- 
dindy done. 

His authority being now firmly eftabliihed, he began again 
to promote the popifh caufe with his utmoft efforts. To-^ 
wards the end of the year 1 545, he vifited fome pans of his 
diocefe, attended with the lord governor, and feveral of the 
nobility, and ordered feveral perions to be executed for hen* 
fy. In the beginning of the year 1546, he fummoned a 
provincial afiembly of the clergy at the Black Friars in Edin- 
burgh, in order to concert meafures for reftraining herefy. 
How far they proceeded b uncertain, but it is generally al« 
, ]owed that the cardinal was diverted from the purpofes he had 
then in hand, by information he received of Mr. George 
Wifbart, the moft famous proteftant preacher in Scotland, 
being at the houfe of Mr. Cockburn at Ormifton. The car- 
dinal, by an order from the governor, which was indeed with 
difficulty obtained, caufed him to be apprehended. He was for 
fome time confined in the caftle of Edinburgh^ and was remov-* 
cd from thence to the caftle of St. Andrew's. The cardinal 
having refdved to procedl without delay to his trial, fummon* 
* ed the prelates to St. Andrew's. At this meeting the arch- 
bifhop of Glafgowgave as his opinion that application (bould 
b^ made to thegovernor, to grant a commiffion tp fome noble* 
man to try fo famous a priibner, that the whol^ bhme 
might not lye upon the clergy. He was accordingly applied 
to, and iK>twitfa{ianding his refufal, and his meflage to the 
cardinal, not to precipitate the trial, and notwithftanding 
Mr. Wifhart's appeal, as being the governor's prifoner, to a 
temporal jurifdiction, yet the furious prelate went on with 
Spottifwood the trial, and this innocent gentleman was condemned to be 
and Keith, burnt at St. Andrew's. He died with amazing firnwefe and 
refblution : it is averred by fome writers, that he prophefied 
in the midft of the flames, not only the approaching death of 
the cardinal, but the circumftances alfo that fhould attend 
it (a). This prophcfy however is called in queftion by others, 

who 



(a) Mr.Qeorge Buchanan^ after bav- " one of them put a black linen fiurt 

ing given an account of the manner ^ upon him, and the other boumf 

in whjchMr.Wilhartfpent the mom- " many little bags of gunpowder to 

ing of hit execution, proceeds tbui s '^ all the parts of his body. In this 

** A while after two executioners *' drefsthcy brought him forth, and 

** were fent to him by the caitdUnal ; ^ commanded him to Aay in the go- 
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tirho trea It afe i ftoiy invented after the cardinih dcafli fi^). 
This proceeding madle a great nmfe throughoot the kingdom s 



** teraor's oottr clmniber/atKl at the 
" (ame time they erected a wooden 
*' Ibiffeld ill the -coui^ before 6\6 
" ogftle^ ond made up a pile of 
** wood. The windows and baico* 
" Dies over againfl it were all hang 
<< \«rkh tapeflty and filk hangin|;t, 
" with ctifliions for the cardinal and 
" his train^ to behold and take plea- 
" fore in the joyful fight, even the 
" torture of an innocent man j thus 
" courting the fovour of the people 
<' as the author of fo noUble a deed. 
** There was aHb a f reat guard of 
" foHicrs, not fo much tofecure the 
** txecation, as for a vain oftenta- 
'^ d^ of pow^rt and befidej braHi 
" -gvnswtrr placed op and down in 
" an convenient places of the caille. 
" Thus, while the trumpets found- 
*' ed, Geoiige v^as brought forth, 
" moulded the (caiTold, and was 
** faftened with a cord to the ftake, 
** and having fcaree leave to pray 
" for the church of God, the execu- 
" tioriers fired the wood, which im- 
'' mediatdy takiiig hold of the poW- 
'^ der that was tied about biro, blew 
" it Up Into flame and fmoke. The 
" s^emor of the caftle, who ftood 
" fo near that he ^as finged with 
*' the fiame, exhorted him in a few 
^ words to be of good chear, and to 
** afic pat-don of God for his offences. 
'* To whom he -replied : This fiame 
'\ occafiohs trouble to my body in- 
' " deed, but it hath in no wife bro- 
" lim my fiarit 3 but he who now 
*' looks down ib proudly .upon me 
I " from yonder lofty place (pointing 
" to the cardinal) (hall ere long be 
'* as ignominiouily thrown dowil, 
i *' aes now he proudly lolls at hit 
I '' cafe. Having thus fpoken, they 
I '' ftraitened the rope which was tied 
I '* about his neck, and fo ftrangled 
I " him } his body in a few hours be- ' 
' '* ing confuified to alhet in the 
" flame.*' Buch. Hift. Scot. lib. n^. 
p. «94. 

(s) Archbilhop Spottifwood aAd 
Kr. Petrie follow Buchanan in te- 
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gard to tiie oircomftancet of Mr« 
Wi(hart*s death and hil propheay^ 
On the other flde, Mr. Keith fuggeftt 
that the flory is very doubtful, if i^oc 
very falfc. *' I confbfs (fays he) I 
^* give but fmaU credit to this^ 
" and to fome other perfons that 
" fufifered for religion in our country, 
** and which upon that account I 
'* have all along omitted to narrate* 
** I own I think them ridicnloui 
** enough, and feemingly contrived^ 
*' at leaft magnified, on purpofe to 
*' render the judges and clergymen 
** of that time odious and defpicable 
*' in the eyes of men. And as to this 
" paiTage concerning Mr. Wifliart, 
** it may be noticed, that there it 
*' not one word of it to be met with 
*' in the firft edition of Mr. Knox's 
'' Hifloryj and if the thuig had been 
*^ true in faa, I cannot fee how Mr. 
** Knox, who was fo good an ac- 
*' quaintance of Mr. Wifliart's^ 
** and no farther diftant from the 
" place of his execution than Baft 
" Lothian, and who continued fome 
5* montlis along with the murderers 
" of cardinal Beaton in the caAIe of 
*• St. Andrew*s, could either be 
'* ignorant of Jthe ftory, or negle^ 
" in hiftory fo remarkable a predic- 
** tion. And it has even its own 
^< weight, that fir David Lind(ay^ 
'* who lived at that time, and wroto 
** a poem called The tragedy of car* 
" dinal Beaton, in which he rakes 
" together i^l the worft things that 
*' could be fuggefted againll' this 
** prelate, yet makes no mention,ei* 
'^ ther of his glutting himfelf inhu* 
*' manly with the fpeaaclc of Mr* 
" Wifiiart's death, nor of any pro- 
** phetical intermination made by 
*' Mr. Wifiiart concerning the car- 
** dinal ^ nor does Mr. FoX take no- 
*' tice of either of tbefe circura* 
*' ftances; fo that I am nmcfa of 
'' the mind, that it has been a (U>ry 
" trumped up a good time after tha 
«* murder"." Keith's Hift. of tht 
Church of SeotUnd, p, 4a. 
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the zealous paplfts applauded hiscondu<El, and the proteftants 
. exclaimed againft him as a murderer ; the cardinal however 
was pleafed with himfelf, imagining he had given' a fatal 
blow to berefy, and that he had ftruck a terror into his ene- 
mies. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Wifeheart, the cardinal 
went to Finhaven, the feat of the earl of Crawford, to 
folemnize ^ marriage, between the eldeft fon of that noble- 
man and his daughter Margaret: Whilft he was thus em- 
ployed, intelligence came that the king of England was 
making great preparations to invade the Scottifh coafts. Up- 
on this he immediately returned to St. Andrews, and ap- 
pointed a day for ,the nobility and gentry of that country, 
which lies much expofed to the fea, to meet and confult 
Buch. hift. ^^^^ was proper to be done upon this occafion. He like- 
lib. 1*5. ' wife began to fortify his own caftle much ftronger than ever 
it had been before. Whilft he was bufy about thefe matters, 
there came to him Norman Lefley, eldeft fon to the earl of 
Rothes, to folicit him for fome favour, who having met 
with a refufal, was highly exafperated thereby, and went away 
. in great difpleafure. His uncle Mr. John Lefley, a violent 
enemy to the cardinal, greatly aggravated this injury to 
his nephew, who being paflionate, and of a daring fpi- 
rit, he entered into a confpiracy with his uncle and fome 
other perfons to cutoff the cardinal. The accomplices met 
early in the morning, on Saturday the 29th of May. The 
firft thing they did was to feize the porter of the caftle, and 
to fecure the gate: they then turned out all the fervants and 
feveral workmen. This was performed withfo little noifc, 
that the cardinal was not waked till they knocked at his 
chamber door, upon which he cried out, Who is there? 
John Lefley anfwered. My name is Lefley j Which Lefley f 
replied the cardinal. Is it Norman ? It was anfwered, that 
he muft open the door to thofe who were there ; but being 
afraid, he fecured the door in the beft manner he could. 
] Whilft they were endeavouring to force it open, the cardinal 
. called to them ** Will you have my life ?" John Lefley an- 
fwered, '* Perhaps we will :*' Nay, replied the cardinal, (wear 
unto me and I will open it. Some authors fay, that upoi^ 
a promife being given, that no violence (hould be oflFered, 
he opened, the door ; but however this be, as foon as the]f 
Kift.ofthe ^"^^^^> John Lefley fmote him twice or thrice, as did likc« 
reforma- wife Peter Carwichael 5 but James Melvil, as Mr. Knot 
tfoa of relates the h&y perceiving them to be in choler^ faid, «« This 

bCotlaAd. (C WOfkj 
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** work, ^nd judgment of God, although it be fccrct, otlght 
*^ to be done with greater gravity ; and prefenting the point 
" of his fword faid. Repent thee of thy wicked life, but 
'' efpecially of the fliedding of the blood of that notable in- 
^' ftrument of God, Mr. George Wifeheart, which albeit 
^' the flaaie of fire confumed before men, yet cries it for 
" vengeance upon thee ; and we from God are fent to re- 
** venge it. For here, before my God, I proteft, that nei- 
*' ther the hatred of thy perfon, the love of thy riches, 
<' nor the fear of any trouble thou could'ft have done to me 
/^ in particular, moved or moveth me to ftrike thee ; but 
" only becaufe thou haft been, and remaineft an dbftinate 
" enemy againft Chrift Jefus and his holy gbfpel." Aft^r 
having fpoke thus, he ftabbed him twice or thrice through the 
body: thus fell that famous prelate, a man of great parts, 
but his pride and ambition boundlefs. << It frequently happens^ 
(fays the author of a fupplement to Dempfter's nift. eccles. 
gent. Scot.) that the fame great Qualities of mind, which en- 
^le a man to diftinguifh himfelr by the fplendor of bis vir- 
tues, are (b overftrained or corrupted, as to render him no 
lefs notorious for his vices. Of this we have mAny inftancH 
in antient vvriters, but none by which it is more clearly dif* 
played, than in the charader of cardinal Beaton, whofe 
viol^it death had thb in it fingular, that his enemies knew 
no >¥ay to remove him from his abfolute power ; but that 
he was indefatigable in bufinefs, and mslnaged it with great 
care ; he underftood the interefts of the courts of Rome^ 
France and Scotland, better than any man of bis time, and 
was perfedlly acquainted with the temper, inftuertce, and 
weight of all the noBility of his own country. In time of 
danger, h^ (hewed great prudence and fteadlnefs of mind, 
and in Ms higheft profperity, difcovered nothing of vanity, 
or giddinefs. He was a zealous churchman, and thought 
feverity the only weapon which could combat herefy. His 
failings were many, and his vic^s fcandalous. His pride 
wasfo great, that he quarrelled with the archblfhop of Glaf- 
gow in his city, and pufhed bis quarrel fo far, that their menl 
fought in the very church. His ambition was imnioderate^ 
for he took into his oWn hands the management of the affairs 
of the kingdom, civil and ecclefiaftical. He made no fcru* 
pie of foWing difcord among his Enemies, that he might reap 
fecurity from their difputes. His jealoufy of the governor 
was fuch, that he kept his eldeft fon as a hoftage in his houfe^ 
under pretence of taking care of his education. In a word 
{continues the fame author) had his probity been equal td 
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bis parts, had his virtues come up to his abilities, his end hacj 
been lefs fatal, and his memory ^i^ithout blemifli. As it is. 
we ought to confider him as an eminent inftance of the 
brighteft human faculties, and the inflfability of what the 
world calls his fortune/' 

BEAUMONT (Sir John) fon of Francis Beaumont, one 
of the judges of the Conimon pleas, in the reign of queen 
Xlizabeth, and brother to the celebrated dramatic Poet, Fran- 
cis Beaumont. He was born in the year 1582, at Grace- 
Pieu, in Leicefterihire, and was admitted gentleman com- 
moner of BroadgateVhall, in Oxford, the beginning of Lent- 
term, 1596/ After having fpent three years at the univer- 
fity, he removed to one of the inns of court in LondonJ 
But be foon quitted the ftudy of the law, and retired toLei- 
ceftcrfhirc, where he married a lady of the Fortefcue family. 
In 1626, he was knighted by king Charles : in the youthful 
part of his life be applied himfelf to poetry, and publifhedj 
feveral pieces. The following verfes arc written in praife oii 
his poems by Ben Johnfon. 

This Book will live ; it hath a genius : This 

Above his reader, or his praifer is. 

Hence then, prophane : here needs no words expence. 

In bulwarks, rav'IIngs, ramparts, for defence j 

Such as the creeping common Pioneers ufe. 

When they do fweat to fortify a mufe. 

Tho' I confefs Beaumont's book to be 

The bound and frontier of our poetry, 

And doth dcferve all monuments of praife. 

That art, or engine, on the ftrength can raifc, 

, Yet who dares offer a redoubt to reare. 
To cut a dyke, or ftick a ftake up, here. 
Before this work, where envy hath not caft 
A trench againft it, nor a bati'ry placed ? 
Stay till (he make her vain approaches; then 
If maimed fhe come off, 'tis not of men 
This fort of fo impregnable accefs. 
But higher pow'r, as fpight could not make lefs, 

^ Nor flati'ry, biit fecured by th' author's name. 
Defies V. hat's crofs to piety or good fame, 
AnJ like a hallow'd temple, free from taint 
Of eihnicifm, makes his mufe a faint. 

' u 
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I Sk Jjobn died in the winter of 1628, and was buried in the 
church of Grace-Dieu, leaving behind him three fons. 
Micl^ael Drayton has dropped a hint concerning the caufe of 
lus death, but it is not eafily to be underflood. 

Thy care for that, which was not worth thy breath. 
Brought on too^ foon thy much-lamented death ; 
But heaven was kind, and would not let thee fee 
The plagues that muft on this nation be, 
By whom the mufes have neglected been, 
. Which (ball add weight and meafure to their fin. 

Sir John wrote the Crown of thorns a poem, in eight books, 
(Wood. Athen. Oxon. vol. i.col. 521.) whictiis celebrated 
by one Thomas Hawkings in a copyofverfes, prefixed to 
Sir John's poems. The lines are thefe^ 

Like to the Bee,, thoudid'ft thofe flowers kUSt 
That moft the tafteful palate might affed. 
With pious relifhes of things divine. 
And difcompofed fenfe with peace combine : 
Which in thy Crown of tjiorns we may difcern. 
Framed as a model for the beft to learn, , 
That verfc may virtue teach, as well as profe. 
And minds with native force to good difpofe i 
Devotion (lir, and quicken cold defires, 
To entertain the warmth of holy fires. 

There is extant likewife a mifcellany of his, intitled Bof«* 
worth Field, with a tafte of variety of other poems. 

He has left us alfo the following tranflations from the latin 
poets, (viz.J Virgil's 4th eclogue, Horace's 6th fatire of the 
fecond book, his twenty-ninth ode of the third book, and his 
epode. Juvenal's tenth fatire, and Ferfius's fecond fatire. 
Aufonius's fixteenth Idyll, and Claudian's epigram of the old 
man of Verona. 

The reft of his pieces are either on religious fubjeAs, or 
of a moral kind. 

BEAUMONT and FLETCHER, two celebrated Eng- 

IKh dramatic writers, who fiourilhed in the reign of James 

I, and fo clofely conneded as authors, that it has been judged 

not improper to give them under one article. 

Mr. Francis Beaumont was defcended from an antient 

of bis name at Grace-dieu in Leicefterlhire, where 
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Jicob'ipoc-he was born about the year 1585 or 1586, in the reign of 
ticalrcgif. queen Elizabeth. His grand-father, John Beaumont, was 
Ur, voj. i.mafter of the rolls, and his father Francis Beaumont one 
p. 103. ^j ^j^^ judges of the common-pleas. He was educated at 
Jacob ib. Cambridge, and afterwards admitted of the Inner Temple, 
Wood,Ath.but it does not appear that he made any proficiency in the 
Ox. vol. I, law, his paffion for the mufes being fuch, as made him en- 
^®^5H« tirely devote himfelf to poetnr. He djed in March 16 15, be- 
fore he was thirty years of age, and was buried the ninth of 
jPTpod, ib« the fame month in the entrance of St. Benedi(^*s chapel, 
within St. Peter*s, Weftminfter. There is no infcription 
on his tomb, but there are two epitaphs to his memory, 
one by his elder brother fir John Beaumont, tp^icb is as 
follpws : 

Rrjohn ^ On death, thy murderer, this revenge I take, 

Bofworthl* I flight his terror, and juft queftion make, 

field. Which of us two the beft precedence have, 

London, Mine to this wretched world, thine to the grave, 

i^a9 i*mo xhou (hould'ft have followed me, but death, to blame, 

?• ' 4« Mifcounted years, and meafured age by fame. 

So dearly haft thou bought thy precious lines ; 

Their praife grew fwiftly, fo thy life declities. 

Thy mufe, the hearer's queen, the reader's love, 
' All ears, all hearts (but death's) could pleafe and move* 

The other is by bilhop Corbet. 

B.Cor- He that hath fuch acutenefs and fuch wit, 

t«t'8Pw«is ^5 would afk ten good heads to hufband it ; 
^,^68* ^** ^^ ^^^' ^^^ write fo well, that no man dare 
^efume it for the beft, let him beware : 
Beaumont is dead, by whofe fole death appears. 
Wit's ^ difeafe confiimes men in few years. 
Prefacepre- 

fixed to the Jle left ;i daughter Frances Beaumont, who died in Lci- 

work5of cefterfliire, fince the year 1700. She had in her pofleffion 

and Fietch- ''^v^'*^' poems of her father's writing, but they were loft at 

cr, p.i. vol. fea in her voyage from Ireland, where Sie h^d lived fome time 

ispnted jn the duke ofOrmond's family. Befides the plays in which 

for J. Ton- ^^ was jointly concerned with Mr. Fletcher, he wrote a little 

8viL '^"'dramatic piece, intitled a mafque of Gray Vinn gentlemen ; 

, the Inner-temple, a poetical epiftle to Ben Johnfon ; and Vtr- 

fes to his friend ipafter John Fletcher, upon his Faithful 

Shcphcrdcfs, and other poems printed together in 1653 in 8vo. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Beaumont was cftccmed fo good a judge of dramatic u^^j^^j,,^^ 
compofitions, that Ben Johnfon fubmitced his writings to fay on 
his corredion, and it is thgught was much indebted to him ^>nm' poe- 
for the contrivance of his plots. What an afFeaion he had ^;i^'*^. 
for Mr. Beaumont appears from the following verfesaddrelTed edit. s%5/ 
to him. vol. i. p. 59. 

How I do love thee, Beaumont, and thy mufe^ 
That unto me do'ft fuch religion ufe ! 
How do I fear myfelf that am not worth 
The leaft indulgent thought thy pen drops forth. 
At once thou mak'ft me happy, and unmak'ft > 
And giving largely tome, more thou tak*ft, ^^ ,. 

What fate is mine, that fo itfelf bereaves ? wotkt Lond. 

What art is thine, that fo thy friend deceives ? 1716, Svo, 

- When, even there where moft thou praifeft me, ^|^* "*• P' 

For writing better I muft envy thee. 



»33- 



Mr.JOHNFLETCHER,fonofDr.RichardFletcher,bi{hop 
of London, was born in Northamptonfliire, in the year i ^76. 
He was educated at Cambridge, and is fuppofed to have been 
of Bennet-coUege, to which his father had been a benefactor. 
Befides the plays which he wrote with Mr. Beaumont, he ^^^ 
is faid to have affifted Ben Johnfon in writing a comedy called, Athe^. Ox« 
the Widow. After Beaumont's death, we are told that he ^**>' ^ coU 
confulted Mr. James Shirley, in working up the plots of f^) 
feveral of his plays. The editor of Beaumont's and Fletcher's 
works in 171 1, is of opinion, that Shirley did likewife fup-* 
ply many of his plays that were left imperfect, and that tho 
players gave fome unfiniflied plays of Fletcher's to Shirley , 

to make up, and two of the plays printed under the name 
of Fletcher, viz. The Coronation and the Little Thief, have 
been claimed by Shirley, but it is thought they were left im- 
perfeft by the one, and finilhed by the other. The Faithful Beaumont 
Shepherdefs was wrote intirely by Mr. Fletcher; it has been and Flet«h- 
much commended by feveral poets, but its reception on the cr'swork^, 
ftagc fell fhort of its merit ; Ben Johnfon was much difplcafed pj!;!**^**^ 
with the audience for their ill treatment of this piece, as we ' 
may fee by the following lines, addrefTed tu the author* 

Tlie wife and many*headed bench that fits 
Upon the life and death of plays and wits, 
(Compofed of gamefter, captain, knight, knight's man, 
I#ady9 or pufilT^ that wears ma(k or fan 
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Velvet or tciflata cap, rank'd in tbt daH^ 
With the fbop's foreman, or fome fuch bra?e fp^k» 
That may judge for his fixpeiKe) had before 
Thev faw it h^f, damned the whole play, and more : 
Their motives were, fince it bad not to do 
With vices, which they iook*d for, and came to. 
Verieipre- I that am glad thv innocence was thy guilt, 
lixed to And wiAi that ail the mufes blood were fpUt 

^'^^^ !?«'=»' » martyrdom, tovextheir ^«. 
^*'«in>rju. Do crown thy murdered poem, wm^h fliall nfe 
A glorified wofk to tin^e, when fir^ 
Qr moth9^ {kail eat wh^ all fuck fools admire. 



Mr. Caitwright thus celebrates the&mepieoe : 

^ ■ — -—His Shepherded, a piece 

*^J*^^*'* Even and fmooth fpun from a finer fleece, 
fooDsr^n. Where foftnefi reigns, where paffions pa^ffiontgreet 
«#5t. 8yo. Gentle and high, as floods of balfam meet : 
p. ^69. . Where, drefs'd in white expreflfons, fit bright lovcj 
prawn, like their faireft queen, by milky doves s 
A piece, which Johnfon in a rapture bid 
Come up a glorified work, and fo it did. 



Uagt>»5»c, Mr. Fletcher died of the plague, in the 49th year of his age, 
|?o.p!^^. ^" ^^ y^^^ 1625, and was buried in St. Mary Overy's Church, 
'"* 'inSouthwark. 

Beaumont and Fletcher, as hsis been obferved , wrote play) 
in concert; what ihare each had tq contriving the plots, an4 
writing the fceries, is not known, buf the general opinion is, 
that Beaumont had the greatefl judgment, and was diiefly 
employed in coiredling and retrenching the luxuriances of 
4 Retcher*s wit. Hence Mr. Cartwright fays of Mr. Fletcl^er| 

T^h^Lt 'twas his happy fault to do too much, and adds^ 

Who therefore wifely did fubmit each birth 
To knowing Beaumont, *erc it did come fQrtb| 

#» ,^^* V ^ Working again until he faid 'twas fit^ 

Jg^'8^^ And made him the fobriety of his w^i 

Mr. Winflanley relates, th^t our two poets being once at 
^ tavern together, to form a rude draught of a tragedy, 
Pletcher undertook to kill the king, which words being overr 
heard by an officious waiter, he went and lodged an irrfor- 
|.ive8ofthc mation againfl themj but their loyalty being unqueflioned, 
P^«99. ^°* *"^ ^* circumflance being fo probable, that the plot was 
only againfl a dramatical king, the affair became a Jeft. 

z Th? 
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The fiifft play which bro^gl9t themintp ffteem, »»Mr.seehi8efla 
Diyden tells iijs» was Philafter, or love lies a bleedings but be- on dnmad* 
^e this, they had wrotie twQ pr three which did npt incetpo«^« 
wi& iiicceis. Their plots^ according to the (aioe s^itthor, 
fere generally j»are regular than Shakefpea^s, eTpecially 
^ie which were formed before Mr. Beaumont's deaih 5 and 
ll)€y ^nderftood aij&d imitated tbe converfation of geutkmea 
p^cb better, wji^o^wilfl debaucheries and quicknefs of wit, 
DQ poet before them ever psMnted as they bad done. TheyDtjien, Ik 
xeprefented all the p?$on0 in a veiy lively msinoer, e^^eciaUy 
tlutof love. Mr. Dryden adds, that, in his time, their plays 
fere tbe moft favourite and Arequent entertainments of the 
$age, two of theirs beiiig aded throughout the year, for 
one of Shakefpear's or Ben Johnfon's, and tbe reaibfi is, 
%$ he, becaufe thore is a certain gaiety ia their comedies/^'^* 
SMid a pathos in their moft ferious plays, which fuits generally 
with all men's humours. 

Some of their plays were printed in quarto duriag tbe lives 
pf the authorS) and in the year 1645, there was publifhed 
ip folio, a colleidion of fuch plays as had not been printed be* 
i^e, amounting to between thirty and forty. This collec* 
ton was publim^ by Mr. Shirley, after the fliutting up of 
the theatres, and dedicated to the earl of Pembroke, by ten 
of the moftfamous aftors. In 1679, there was anedition of 
^ their plays publiihed in folio. Another edition in 171 x 
hj Mr. Tonfon, infeven volumes 8vo, and the laft in 1751. 

BECKET (Thomas) archbifhop of Canterbury, in the 
?eign of Henry II. fpn of Gilbert Becket, by Maud or Matilda 
aSara^n lady (a). He was born in London, in the year 1 1 19, Chronic. jo. 
;uul lecejved the firft part of his education at Merton-abbey in Bromptoa 

•^^ fcriptor. col. 

(a) Bfoinptpn gives us feme amuT- ter being ftruck with the peHbn and 

ing thoi^gh perhaps improbable par- converfarion of Gilbert : and finding 

ticulars relating 10 this lady's becom- an opportunity of converting fome- 

i|)gtbe wife of Gilbert. Gilbert took a times with him in private, ihe en- 

ioumey in bis youth to Jerufalem^ac* quired particularly about his country, 

companled only with one of his do- religion, and the hlAory of his life, 

medics, named Richard. As they Gilbert having taken great pains to 

were one day at their devotions, a- (ati&fy her in thefe points, (he ae 

mongft feveral otl^er chriHians, they length told him, (he was refolved to 

were furprized by a party of infidel;^ turn chriftianand to abandon her coun- 

8(nd carried to a prifon belonging to try ; but knowing 00 other chriftian 

a Saracen lord. Gilbert had the but himfelf,(h?deriied Gilbert would 

good fortune to get into the affedions promife to marry her, in cafe they 

pf his mafler, who often made him made their efcape, Gilbert was 
^t at his table, this Idrd^ daugh- ftartled 
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Surrey ; from thence he went tq Oxford, and afterwards 
ftudiedat Paris. He became in high favour with Theobald, 
• archbifliop of Canterbury, who fent him to ftudy the civil 
law at Bononia in Italy, and at his return made him arch- 
deacon of Canterbury. This prelate recommended him 
alfo to king Henry II. in fo effeftual a manner^ that in 1 1 5 8, 
he was appointed hieh chancellor, and preceptor to the 
prince. Becket now laid afide the churchman, and affected 
the courtier ; he conformed himfelf in every thing to the 
king's humour; he partook of all his diverfions, and 
obferved the fame hours of eating and going to bed. He 
kept fplendid levees, and courted popular applaufe ; and the 
cxpences of his table exceeded thofe of the firft nobility. 
Brotnptoa. In 1 1 59 he made a campaign with king Henry into Touloufe, 
oil 'c^l having in his own pay twelve huiidred horfe, befides a reti- 
tnar*. de nue of 700 knights or gentlemen. In 1160, he was fent by 
'it. Th. B. the king to Paris, to treat of a marriage between prince 
5ri^. 'p* m'. Henry, and the king of France's eldeft daughter, in which he 
Bromp- ' Succeeded and returned with the young prineefs to England, 
ton col. He had not enjoyed the chanceljiorfhip above fouryears^ 
'050. y^hen archbiQiop Theobald died ; and the king, who was 
then in Normandy, immediately fent over fome trufty per- 
fons to England, who managed matters fo well with the 
monks and clergy, that Becket was almoft unanimoufly 
clefted archbifliop. After he had received his pall from 
pope Alexander III. then rcfiding in France, he immediate- 
, ly fent mcffcngers to the king in Normandy, with his re- 

ftartlcd at the proporal ; he faw the touched with the zeal and affeftlon 
difficulty of efcaping ; and was alfo of the lady, was defirous of pro- 
afraid this ipight be fome fnare laid moting her converfion ; but he bad 
for htm ; he anfwered therefore on- fcrupl^s of engaging in marriage^ 
ly in general terms. Some time af- having formed a refolution 0f fpend- 
ter Gilbert and fome othc^r chriilian ing his life in the wars of the chriiU- 
captives found means to efcape^ and ans againft the Saracens. He applied 
return to England; The lady, as for advice to the bifliop of London, 
foon as (he heard of his flighty left and fome other biihops, who, after 
her father*s houfe in the nighty and confidering the circumftances of the 
efcaped into the land of the chriilians, affair> were of opinion the hand of 
from whence (he took (hipping with God ^as concerned in it^ and ad- 
fome Engli(h Pilgrims, and arrived vifcd Gilbert to marry her, provided 
in England. When (he came to Lon- ihe (hpuld firfl receive bapt\im^ and 
don, (he was quite at a lofs how to embrace the chridian faith. She 
lind out the perfon (he was in que(% was accordingly baptized in Su 
of 5 but pafltng accidentally by Gil- Paul's church, and immediately after 
bert's houfe, (he was obferved by the ceremony, married to Gilbert; 
his man Richard, who acquainted Brompton's Chronicon ad ann. 116^ 
lii8ma(ter, Gilbert^ being extremely apud iq fcriptQr.^ol. ^o^z, 1055. 
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fignadon of the fealand office of chancellor. This difpleafed M. Parb 
the king, fo that upon his return to England, when he was ?^j^^* 
met at his landing by the archbifhop, he received him in a torn.*/. pt*** 
cold and indifferent manner. 9S. 

Becket now betook himfelf to a quite different manner of 
life, and put on all the gravity and aufterity of a monk. 
(b) He began likewife to exert himfelf with great zeal, in 
defence of the rights and privileges <5f the church of Canter* 
bury; and in many cafes proceeded with fo much warmth 
and obftinacy, as raifed him many enemies, and in a (hort 
time the king and he came to an open rupture : Heniy 
endeavoured to recal certain privileges of the clergy, who 
had greatly abufed their exemption from the civil courts^ 
concerning which the king had received feveral complaints* 
The archbilhop however ftood up for the immunities of the 
deiw. The king convened a fynod of the bifhops of Weft- 
minfter, and here he demanded that the clergy, when accufed 
of any capital offence, might take their trials in the courts 
of juftice. The queftion put to the bifhops was, whether, 
in confideration of their duty and and allegiance to the king, 
and of the intereft and peace of the kingdom, they were wil- 
ling to promife a fubmiffion to the laws of his grandfather, 
king Henry. To this the archbifhop replied, in the name of the 
whole body, that they were willing to be bound by the an- 
tient laws of the kingdom, as far as the privileges of the 
order would permit, (falvo ordine fuo.) The king was high- 
ly difpleafed with this anfwer, and infifted on having an ab- 
folute compliance, without any refervation whatever. But 
the archbilhop would by no means fubmit, and the reft of 
the bifliops adhered for fome time to their primate. Several 
of the bifhops being at length gained over, and the pope ^aflj^^ 
interpoflng in the quarrel, Becket was prevailed on to ac- nai pars pofi 
quiefce ; and foon after the king fummoned a convention ^^^'orp 49^ 
or parliament, at Clarendon, where feveral laws were paf- to^toT Bc- 
fed relating to the privileges of the clergy, called from thence, dam Franc. 

x6oi« 

(b) Lautus iUe^ nitidus, fplenilidut, totus vacabat, et ne quit fame oculif. 
^i genio totus indulgens, cutem quehominum duhtaxatrerviilTt con- 
fuam tam bene folitus erat curare^ tendat, cilicio quoque indutus^ cor- 
^ix paucit interpofitis diebus, vultu pus fubigtiTe perhibent^ triplici vefte 
derepente gravis, moribus fedatui, triplicem perfonam gerens (ut illorum 
habitu decens, viQa frugalis coofpi- quidam loquitur) exteriori clcricum 
f:itur^ et amandatis procul jocis ac exhibens, interiori monachum pc- 
cachinnis^ quibusantea plurimum fe« cultans, et intima 'Eremux moleAiat 
rebatur deditus, facris peragcndis, fuftincns, Goodwin de praful, Ang. 
qetcrifque paftoralis oflicii iif^unenbvs Uit«r epifc, Exon. An, 1 1 59, 

the 
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the ctffiffittitions of Clarendon. Becket afterwards repent* 

u^i^'kid "*8 ^ ^^ compliance retired from court, nor would officiate 

' in the church, till he fliould receive abfolution from the pope. 

He went aboard a fhip, in order to make bis efcape beyond 

ftzi but before he could reach the coaft of France, the 

wind fltifting about, he was driven back to England. The 

king fiunmoned a parliament at Northampton, in O^ober, 

Matb.Pans 1 165, where the archbifliop having been accufed of failure 

^t ^°^o. ^ ^^ ^^^ allegiance to the l^ing, was fentented to forfeit 

tom.s.p/ adlhis goods and chattels. Becket made au appeal to the 

100. pope, but this having availed nothing, and finding himfelf 

^^!* deferted by his brethren, he withdiew privately from Nor- 

apiid so thampton and went aboard a (hip for Graveline in Holland, 

fcript.coi. from whence he retired to the monaftery 6{ St. Berlin in 

'3«3. Flanders. 

The king ieized upon the revenues of the arcbbiftioprick, 
and fent an embaiTador to the French King, deiiring him not 
to give ihelter to Beckec ; but the French^court elpoufed his 
cauTe, in hopes that the mifunderftanding betwixt him and 
Henry, might embarrafs theafFairs of England, and accord- 
ingly when Becket came from St. Berlin to Soifibns, the 
French king paid him a vifit and offered him his protedion. 
Soon after the archbifliop went to Sens, where he was ho- 
nourably received by the pope, into wbofe bands he in form 
refigned the archbifhoprick of Canterbury, and waspre- 
fendy re- inflated in his dignity, by the pope, whopromifed 
to elpouib his interefl. I'he archbifhop removed from Sens 
to the Abbey of Pontigny in Normandy, from whence he 
wrote a letter to the bifhops of England informing them that 
the pope had annulled the conflitutions of Clarendon. From 
hence too he ifTued out excommunications againfl feverai 
perfons, who had violated the rights of the church. This 
condud of his raifed him many enemies. The king was fo 
enraged againfl him for excommunicating feverai of his offi- 
cers of flate, that he banifhed all Becket's relations, and 
compelled them to take an oath, that they would travel di- 
reftly to Pontigny, and fliew themfelves to the archbifhop^ 
An order was likewife publifhed, forbidding all perfons to 
. correfpond with him by letters, to fend him any money, 
Cervas. 1 . ^^ ^^ much as to pray for him ip the churches, He wrote alfo 
to the general chapter of the ciflertians, threatning to feize 
a'l their eflates in England, if they allowed Becket to con- 
tinue in the Abbey of rontigny, The archbifhop thereupon 
removed to Sens, and from thence, upon the king of France's 
recommendation, to the Abbey of St. Columba, where hQ 
remaned four years% In the mea{> time, the hiQiops of the; 

pro- 
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province ofCantcrbury wrote a (etterto the archbishop, entreat- 
ing him to alter his behaviour, and not to viriden the breach, 
fo as to render an accommodation iinpradicablehetwixt him 
and the king. This hoWever had no effeft on the archbJfliop. 
The pope alfo fent two cardlriab to try to reconcile matters, 
but the legates fihding both parties inflexible, gave over the j^Jap,^^ 
attempt and returned to Rome. W. p. 516 

The beginning of the year 1157, Becket Was at length 
fo far prevailed upon, as to have an interview with Henry and 
the kitig of France, at Mount Miral in Champaigne. lie 
made a fpeech to Henry, in very fiibmlffive tetms, and coih- 
cluded with leaving him the umpire of the difference between 
them, faving the honour of God. Henry was provoked at 
this claufe of refervation, and faid that whatever Becket did 
not relifll. He would pronounce contrary to the honour of 
God. ** However (added the king) to (hew my inclination 
** to accommodate matters, I will make him this proix)fiuon : 
** I have had many predcccflbrs, kings of England, Ibrac 
** greater and fome inferior to myfelf ; there have been like- 
" wife many 'great and holy men in the fee of Canterbury. 
** Let Becket therefore but pay me the fame regard, and 
•* own my authority fo far, as the greatefl of his prcde- 
** ceflbrs owned thiit of the leaft of mine, and I am fatlf- 
•* fied. And, as I never forced him out of England, I give 
'^ him leave to return at his pleafure ; and am willing he 
** flionld enjoy his archbifhoprick, with as ample privileges 
*< as any of his predeceflbrs/' All who were prefent declared Cem. col. 
that Henry had (hewn fuffitient condcfcenfion. The kingi^s^^^^* 
of France being furprized at the archbifhop's filence, afked 
him why he hefitated to accept fuch rcafbnable conditions ; 
"Becket replied, he was willing to receive his fee upon the 
terms his.predeceflbrs held it: but as for thofe cuftoms, 
which broke in upon the canons, he could not admit them^ 
for he Iboked upon this as betraying the caufe of religion. 
And thus the interview ended without any eff«ft. 

In the year 1169, endeavours were again ufed to accom-^, j. 
modate matters, but they' proved irieffeflual, the archbifli6p 
refufing'to comply, becaufe Henry would not give him thf 
cuftomary falute, or kifs of pdace, which his majcfty wotdd 
have granted had he not oncefworcinapaflljonneverto ia* , . 
lute the archbifliop on the cheek, but he declared he would 
bear him no ill wi)l for the omiffion of this ceremony. Hen- lb. coi« 
17 became at length fo irritated againft this prelate, that he or- '4^*^ 
dered all his Englifh fubjefb to take an oath, whereby they 
renounced the authority of Becket and pope Alexander; 

moft 
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moft of the laity complied with this order, bat few of the 
clergy acquiefced. The following year king Henry, upoti 
bis return to England, ordered his fon, prince Henry, to be 
crowned at Wcftminfter, and the cerenaonv was performed 
by the archbifhop of York: this office belonged to the fee 
of Canterbury, and Becket complained of it to the pope> 
who fufpehded the archbifhop of York, andexconmiunicated 
the biihops who afSfted him. 
M. Paris ib, Tjjjg y^^^^ howcver an accommodation was at length con- 
'' * eluded betwixt king Henry and Becl^et, upon the confines of 
Normandy, where the king held Becket's horfe*s bridle, 
Genras, while he mounted and difmounted twice. Soon after the 
24XJU* ^ archbifliop embarked for England j upon his arrival he re- 
ceived an order from the young king to abfolve the Aifpended 
and excommunicated bilnops, but refufins to complv, the 
archbifhop of York, and the biihops of London ana Salif- 
' rbury, carried their complaint to the old king in Normandy, 

who was highly provoked at this frefh inftance of obftinacy 
in Becket, and iaid on the occafion, ^^ That he was an 
<^ unhappy prince, who maintained a great number of lazy, 
. ^^ infignificant perfons about him, none of whom had gra- 
. << titude or fpirit enough to revenge him on a iingle, in- 
*« folent prelate, who gave him fo much difturbance." 
Thefe words of the king put four perfons on forming a de- 
fign againft the archbifhop's life, which they put in exe- 
cution, in the cathedral church of Canterbury, on the 29th 
lb. 14149 of December 117 1. They endeavoured to drag him out of 
'*'5« the church, but finding they could not do this without diffi- 
Diesobitual ^"'^X* ^^^ killed him there. The alTaffins being afraid 
archiV '^^^7 ^^ SP^^ ^^^ ^^^9 ^^^^ not return to the king*s court 
Cant, apud in Normandy, but retired to Knarefburgh in Yorkfliire ; 
]JJ|^^" here every body avoided their company, hardly any perfon 
P. I. $11 *^en choofing to eat or drink with them. They at length 
took a voyage to Rome, and being admitted to penance by 
pop£ Alexander III. they went to Jerufalem, and according 
to the pope's order, fpent their lives in penitential au(k«r 
rities, and died in the black mounuin. They were buried 
at Jerufalem, without the ^hurch door, belonging to the 
, templars, and this infcription was put over thenu 

R. Hoved; Hie jacent miferi, qui martyrizavcrunt beatum Archiepif- 
ib. p. 512. copum Cantuarienfem. 

King Henry was much diflurbed at^the news of Beckef s 
death, and immediately difpatched an embafly to Rome 
10 clear himfelf from the impuution of hcing the paufe there- 

9f* 
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of. Upon the death of the archbifhop, all divine offices 
ceafed in the church of Canterbury for a year, excepting 
nine days, at the end of which , by order of the pope, it 
was reconfecrated. Two years after, Becicetwas canonized, |^^^^j- ^ 
by virtue of pope Alexander's bull, dated March 13, ii73,diccto vk 
and the following year king Henry returning to England, wchicp. 
went to Canterbury, where he did penance as a ^cftimony^^^^j^^^^ 
of his regret for the murther of Becket. When he came with ton Angfm' 
in fight of the church, where the archbifliop was buried ,<«»»• P.fi.a« 
he alighted off his horfe, and walked barefoot, in the habit^* ^'** 
of a pilgrim, 'till he came to Becket's tomb, where, after 
he had profhated himfelf, and prayed for a confiderable time, 
he ful)mitted to be fcourged by the monks, and pafled all that 
day and night without any refrefbment, and kneeling upon 
the bare flone. In 1221, Becket's body was taken up, inM.Pimib; 
the prefence of king Henry III, and feveral nobility, and p* 130. 
depofited in a rich fhrine, on the eaft fide of the church. 
The miracles faid to be wrought at his tomb were fo nume- 
rous, that we are told two large volumes of them Were kcptGenrti. 
in that church. His fhrine was vifited from all parts, and^^' ^ 
enriched with the mofl coftly gifts and offerings. 

BEDA or BEDE, firnamed the Venerable, an Eng- 
llfh monk and an eminent writer, born in the year 
672, or 673, on the eflate belonging afterwards to the 
moiiafteries of St. Peter and St. raul, in the bifhoprick 
of Durham, at Wermouth and Jariow, near the mouth 
of the river Tyne. In 679, he was fent to the ^^•g-j -jft,' 
naflery of St. Peter, under the care of Abbot Benedia,epitom.hift* 
under whom, and his fucceffor Ceolfrid, he was educated ecdefiaft» 
for twelve years : he was ordained deacon at nineteen years 
^ of age, and prieft at thirty, by John of Beverly, then bifliopQ^ ^^i^ 
! of Hagulflad or Hexham. He applied to his fludies with mOor. de 
.fo much diligence and fuccefs, that he foon became en)i-«^«An. 
nentfor his learning; his feme fpread even to foreign coun-f°™"*£^^^ 
tries, fo that pope Sergius wrote to Abbot Ceolfrid ip. 
in very preiEng terms, to fend Bede to Rome, to eive his 
opinion upon iome important points. But notwithfiandingp.^^ ^^ . 
this invitation, Bede remained in his cell, and being con- ' 
tented with the pleafures of a monaflick life, he had hereby 
time and opportunity to make himfelf mafter of almoft eye-. 
ry branch of literature. He fpent feveral years in making 
collections for his ecclefiaflical hiflory, the materials for 
which he was obliged to draw together, from the lives of 
particular perfons, annals in convents, and fuch cbroniclet 

as 
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as were written before his time. Ifepublidied hU hifto^ 

in 731, (a) when he Viras fifty -nine yeai's 6f age; he had 

written other books b^foiie, but this work eftabli(hed hid 

reputation in fuch a manner, that he was confulted by (he 

greateft prelates of that age, in their moft impo)ftant a^airs, 

and particularly by Egbert bi&op of York, a man of verjr 

UkaABale fe*^^*^ fearning. He addrcffed An epiftletb this prelate, which 

Pint, in fit! is eHeemed a curious performance, as itfurniihes us ^Wt 

Esbestt. fuch a. picture of the ftate of the church at dia't time, as £» 

no where eHe to be met with. .This fe()iftle is fuppofed t(> 

5**^*^***'^^^^ been afnongft the laft of Bede's writings. It appeiii 

from what he fays hiinfelf, that he Was mudi indifpofed 

when be wrote it, and it Is n6t improbable that he began 2t 

this time to fall into a confumption, a difi^riiper fo ffequeiitly 

fatiil to men of fedentary lives. Williana of Maliftefbury teila 

us, \hat in the laft ftage of his diftemper, he fell into an 

afthma, which he fupported with great firmnefs of mind, 

though in much weaknefs and pain for fix weeks together. 



clef. bift. 

^. I. p. 



(a) The tide of this work in the 
Heidelbergh edition in 15^7 runs 
thus. Eccleiiaftics hiAoris gentis 
angforuRis libri qbinque^ Beda tfaglb- 
fi^xone authore. There was aifo 
an edltbn printed at Ahtwerp, in 
'SS^j ai^d one at Cologne in a6oi. 
It wai prh\t«d in folio with the Sax- 
on verfion; attributed to king Alfred, 
with notes by Abraham Theloe, at 
Cambridge, in 1 644, and at Pads 
168^1 in ^to, V«rith the notes of 
Fralrieis Chifitet. Beiides thefe, there 
was another edition undertaken by 
Dr. Smithy prebendary of Durham, 
which was pXiblifhed in folio by his 
Ion George Smith, at Cambridge, 
1712, With iVotes and (JHifertations. 
Bifhop NichoKbn^<giTQS the foIk>w- 
ing account of this performance of 
'Beda. ''What we are at prefent 
**, cbneei^ed in, is, his ecclefiaftical 
** hiilory of this ifland, which has 
^ had mainy impfelTions In ^iatht, 
** the language wherein he penned 
'^ them. It is plain he had feen 
** and pefufdd feveral chronicles of 
'' the Engltih things before his own 
** time, witnefs that expreffion, Un- 
^ ** de cuaiftis placuic regum tempora 
*^ computantibus, &c. But he firft 
^< attettij^ied to account of their 



^* chtrrch affairs, ahd kept conrdT* 
** pondenee tn the other kingdori^ 
** of the heptarchy, the better to 
'* eilSible hibi td give a true lUte of 
** chriiUanity throughout the whole 
** nation. He treats indeed nioft 
«* largely of ^heconverlion oC'Nok-- 
** tbumberfalid, and the progrefii of 
** reKgion fn that kingdom j but 
*' always intennixes what other re 
'' lations he could borrow from 
<* books, or learn from fuch fivilig 
** teftimonies as he believed to be 
*' erecHbie. Some have oBnfured hiy 
*' hiftory as cqmpofed with too 
*^ great partialfty, favouring on all 
'^ occaflons the Saxons, and de« 
<< prefling the Britons. Such a 
*' charge is sot wholly gromidlefs. 
^* He muft be pardoned with ftuffing 
^' it here and' there with tbtimpin^ 
« mitacles, the natural produA of 
*' the zeal and ignoraaceof hie H^, 
*< eipecmUy finee ib little truth wat 
<' to be had of the fiiine of tbofe 
'' days, that there was a fort of 
<< hecefl^ty of filling up books of this 
<< kifkd with Hlch' )ileafent legeMt, 
<' as the chat of the country, of a 
<< good invention woald afford a 
*' man.*' Engliih hiiloripal fibra^ 

OTj p. ss* ^ 

Dur- 
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Doling this time however he "did not abate of his Qfual Dtptt. aog* 
employments in the monafteiy, but continued to inftnxdJi^ 3* ctf* 
the young monkiy and to profccutc fome works which he ^' '* *** 
had in bis bands, which h« was very defirous to finifli. 
He was particularly foh'citous about his tranflation of the 
gofpel of St. John into the Saxon language, and fonne pd** 
fages he was extrading from the works of St. Ifidore. The 
particulars which William of Malmcibury giv^ relating 
to his death, were taken from an account given tliereof by 
Cnthbert, one of Bede's difciples, who fays that he died on 
Thor(<iay the 26di of May, being the feaft of Chrift's afcen- 
fion, Which fixes it in the year 735, this circumftance a- 
preeing with that year and no other. There have been Lehaa. eot^ 
nowcver different opinions about the time of his death, '•^"•••^» 
Tome placing it in 729, and others in 762, and 766, but as ^' '' ** 
the matter feems not to be of any great importance, we (htfll 
not trouble th6 reader with the controverfies on this point. 
His body was at firft interred in die church of his own mo* 
nafiery at Jarrow, but afterwards removed to Durham, 
and placed in the fame coffin with that of St. Cuthbert, 
as appears from an old Saxon poem on the relick pre- 
fervcd in the Cathedral of Durham. He had feveral epi- 
taphs written upon him, arid though none of them havcn^yjj^ 
been thought equal to his merit, yet they (hew at leaft the at the end of 
good intention of their authors. There are fome fabulous f**! ****^ 
accounts given of his acquiring the title of Venerable, which '"'^^^"•* 
has been given him both by antient and modern writers.(B) 
The opportunities which he had, and his furprizing appli- 
cation enabled mm to write a vaft number of books. He 
has ^ven us a lift of all the treatifes he had compofed before 

(y) We are told tfiat Beda when the firft, is thus reported. A foung 

be grew old, and was through age man a monk fludyiog for an epitaph 

blind, one of his difciples carried for Bede got thus far, 
him abroad to a place where there „ r ^- ^ if »«r^ n» ^ 

J., a great heap of ftones. «,d told «««f"« '" ^-XTa BEDiE - ottk. 

him he was furrounded by a great His head not being well tamed fof 

crowd of people, who waited with poetry, he could find no words to 

fileoce and attention to receive his fill up this hiatus ; and after tor- 

(piricual confolation. The old nian^ meriting himfelf to no purpofe, he 

tccordiogly made a long difcourfe, fell afieep ( but the next mominf 

' which he concluded with a prayer, returning to his talk, with infinite a-, 

and the ftonesVery punctually made ftonilhmenc, he found the line com* 

their refponfe. Amen, venerable Be- pleated thus, by fome invifibk 

de. Petr. Bquilin. catol. fandgrum, hand. 
invitaBedie. 

Another ilory relating to this ti. Hac funt in foi!a Bedje vtnerabilit 
^le, and no lefs to be credited than ofla. 

Vol. II. H the 
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the year 73 1, at the end of his ecclefiaftical biftor)r; he 
wrote alfo feveral other treatifes after the puhlication of lliis 
work(c). His writings were fo well received that we .find 
great encomiums beftowed upon him. It muft be acknow- 
ledged however, that fome late writers of our own and 
foreign natiops, have fpoke of him as a man of fuperfictal 
learning and indigefted reading. He is alfo charged with 
being extreamly credulous, and giving too eafily into the 
belief of the fabulous miracles in his time. Mr. Du Pin 
fpeaking of him as an author fays, that his ftyle is clear 
Tom.64p. and eafy, but without any purity, elegance, or fublimity; 
^'* that he wrote with a furprizing facili^, but without art or 

reflection, and that he was a greater matter of learning than 
of judgment, or a true critical tafte. In anfwer to this 
criticifm, as to the faults of his ftyle it isfaid that tbejp will 
not appear great, if compared with the contemporary wri- 
ters, and to compare them with others is unjuft ; thatconfi- 
dering the low eftate of learning in this iflafid at that 
time, it was furprizing he ihould make fuch a progreft 
in the languages and fciences, and write fo great a number 
of books upon fuch different fubjeds. The famous Camden 
fpeaks thus of Beda. *' In this monaftery of St. Peter, Beda^ 
BfltiJfi in «« the fingular light of our ifland, who by his piety and learn- 
JliT' ^* " *"S i"^'y obtained the firname of Venerable, fpent 
*« his days, as himfelf tells us, in meditating on the fcriptures^ 
•• and, in the midft of a barbarous age, wrote many learned 
«* works." The fame author in another place has thcfe 
words. " The reverend Bede, whom we may more eafily ad- 
mire than fufficienily praife, for his profound learning in a 
Remains of moft barbarous age." Bale fays, that there is fcarce any 
• '•J^*' thing in all antiquity worthy to be read, which is iiot to 
ccmin^"' be found in Beda, though he travelled not out of his own 
Britain.Lon. country ; and that if he had flouriflied in the times of St. 
1605.410. Auguftin, Jerome, or Chrj^oftom, he would undoubtedly 
^' ' ^' have equalled them, finceeven in the midft of a fuperftitious 
age, he wrote fo many excellent treatifes. Fits tells us, that 

Script.iHuft. 

major Brit* (c) Hit works are in latin; the fird fame pface in i68S. Beiides what 

•entur. i.p. general collc£Hon of them appeared is contained in this general coHec* 

^+' at Paris, in 1 544, in three volumes tion, there are feveral of his compo- 

in folio. They were printed again fitions, which have been printed fe* 

at the fame place in 1554» in eight parately, oramongft the colle^iont 

volumes. They were alio- paWiflied ol the writings of ancient authors} 

in the fame fize and number of vo- and there are feveral manufcripts' 

Jumes at Bafil, in 1563, re-printed ot his, which have never been print-' 

at Cok>sne, in 161 2', and at the ed. 
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he was To well vcrfed in the feveral branches of learning, ^^^^^ j^.^^ 
that Eikope fcarce ever produced a greater fcholar in all de Rebus 
refpefts. That even while he was living, his writings were«n|« p. 130* 
of fo great authority, that it was ordered by a council held 

; in England, and approved afterwards by the catholick church, 
that they (hould be publickly read in churches. To thefe 

I might Jikewife be added many other teftimonies in his fa- 
vour, particularly of the learned Selden ; the great anti- Angl^t. 
quariaDi fir Henry Spelman, and the famous Stillingfleet. Ub.a. ap.s. 

BEDELLj (William) a very famous prelate, and 
bilhop of Kilmore in Ireland, born in 1570, at Black-Not- 
ky in the county of Eflex. After having gone through his 
fchooi education, he was fent to Emmanuel college, in 
Cambridge, where he was chofen fellow in 1593, and took 
his degree of bachelor in divinity in 1599. He left the uni- 
verfity upon his being prefented to the living at St. Edmond- y^^^^l^^f* 
ftury in Suffolk, where he continued til^ the year i6o45Bedcli.Lond. 
when he was appointed chaplain to fir Henry Wotton, em- *^85« ^^o* 
baflkdor to the republick of Venice. He was eight years at [^f^'^f fir 
I Venice, during which time, he contra£ted an intimate acquain- HenryWou 
tance with the famous father Paul Sarpi, of whom lie learnt ^ij?^y^^'*^ 
Italian, of which he became fo much a matter, that he^^^^ ^°"^' 
I tranilated into this language the Englifh common prayer 
book. Nor was he lefs ferviceable to father Paul, for whofe ufe ofjle- 
ufe he drew up an Englifli Grammar, and in many refpecSs ^cli, p. S. 
I greatly affifted him in his ftudies, infomuch that Paul de- 
clared he had learnt more from him in all parts of divinitv, 
than from any perfon he had ever converfed with. Whilft 
fiedell refided at Venice he greatly improved himfelf alfo in JJ^ p'JJ'ij' 
the Hebrew language, by the afliftance of the famous Rabbi 
Leo, who taught him the Jewifli pronunciation, and other 
parts of rabbinical learning. Here alfo he became acquaint- 
ed with the celebrated Antonio de dominis archbifliop of 
Spalata, whom he afiifted confiderably in corredling and 
finiihing his famous book De Republica EccUfiaftica, Father 
Paul was much concerned when Mr. Bedell left Venice ; 
at his departure he made him a prefent of his piSurc, together 
i with a Hebrew bible without points, and a fmall pfalter. 
He gave him alfo the manufcript of his hiftory of the coun- 
cil of Trent, with the hiftoriesofthe interdift and inquifition, 
and a large coUedionof letters, hte had I'eceived from Rome, 
jJuring the difpute between the Jefuits and Dominicans, 
concerning the efficacy of grace. Mr. Bedell, upon his re- 
turn to England^ retired to his charge at St. £dmun{bury^ 
Hz and 
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and here he tranfl^ted into tatin th^ hiftories of the tnter- 
di£l and inquifitiom which be de(iicftled to the king. He 
alfo tranflated into the fame language the two laft hooks of 
the hiftory of the council of Trent, the two firft having been 
Sir Tames ^^"^ ^Y "^ Adam Newton. In 1615 he was prefented to 
Ware'i the living of Horing(beath» in the diocefe of Norwich, by 
works, vol. fif Thomas Jermyn. In 1627, he was unanimoufly ekcted 
x»p«»35' pcovoft of Trinity college, in DuUini he at firft declined 
this oiice, but at laft accepted of it» being enjtiyoed there- 
Ibid to by the pofitive commands of his majefty. He difcharged 

his duty in this eo^ployment with great ndelity, and whsn 
he had continued two yenrs in It, by tbetntcreft of fir Tho- 
mas Jermyn'i and Laud, biflvop of London, he was pro- 
moted to the fees, o^ Kiloiore and Ardagh, being then in 
the 59th year of his age. He found thefe two diocefes in 
Ibid. great diforder, and applied hiaiielf with vigour to reform 

the abufes ther^. H^ began with that of plurality of bene- 
fices. To this end he convened his clergy, and, in a fer- 
mon, laid before thei^ the inftitution, nature, and duties 
of the minifterial employment, and after fermon, difcourfed . 
to them upon the fame fubjeil in latm, and exhorted them to 
reform that abufe. To prevail on them the better, he told 
them he refolved to {hew them an example iilparting with 
one of his biiboprics, and accordingly refigned Ardagb. 
He made feveral regulations with rcfpeft to refidence, was 
^ extremely watchful of the conduft of the clergy, and no 

]e(s circumfpedl in bis own behaviour. His ordinatimis 
were publick and folemn, he preached and gave the (acra- 
^ ment on fuch occafions faimfelf. He never gave any perfen 

prieft's orders till a year after having been made deacon, that 
he might know how he had behaved during that lime. 
He wrote certificates of ordination and other jnftnnnents 
with his own hand, and fufFcred none who received them 
to pay any fees. When he had brought things to fuch 2 
length, thati his clergy were willing to afiift him tn the great 
work of reformation, be convened a fynod in September, 
Li'eofBe- 1638, in which he nxade many excellent canons that are 
dcll»p.237 ftill extant. There were fome, who looked upon this fy- 
npd as an illegal aiTembly, and that his prefuming to make 
canpns was again ft law, fo that there was fome £alk of 
bringing him before the ftar-chamber, or high-comnMffion 
court; but his archdeacon, afterwards archbifhopof Cafhill, 
gave fuch an account of the matter as fatisfied the ftate* 
Archbifhop U&er faid on this occafion to thofe who werfe 
very earneft for bringing him to anfwerfor bis condu£^. 

You 
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You had better let him alone, for fear, if when t>rovoked, 
he ihould fay much more for himfelf, ;han any of his ac- 
cuifa-s can fey againft him. Bedell having obferved that the ^*'J]?*^ 
cdort in his diocefe was a great abufe, it being governed by ^'J^J^,|^,^ 
a lay chancellor who had bought the place from his prede- 236. 
ceflbr, and f^ that reafon thought he had a right to all the 
profits he could raifej he removed the chancellor, and 
refuming the jurisdidtioti of a bifliop, fat in his own courts 
and heard cauibs with a ieled number of his clergy, bv 
whole advice he gave fentence. The chancellor tipon this 
brought a fuit againft the bifhop into chancery, for invad- 
ing his office. Boltof), the lord chancellor of Ireland, con- 
firmed the chancellor's right, and gave him a hundred pounds ufe of Be« 
cofts agaif^ the bi(hop; and when Bedell afked him howdeU, p. uz. 
he could give fuch an unjuft decree ; he anfwered, that 
all his father had left him was a regifter's place ; and there^ 
fere he thought he was bound to fupport thofe courts, which 
muft be ruined if fome check Was not given to the bifhop's 
proceedings. The chancellor however gave him no fur« 
tlier difturbance, nor did he ever call for his cofts, but nam-^****^*"^' 
ed a fuiTog|ite,wtth orders to obey the bi(hop. This prelate was 
no periecutor of papifts, nor did he approve of thofe who 
madeofe of harfh and paffionateexpreffions again popery (a), 

(a) fti an €xtraa cT out of Bd* " tarch. Apethegm. pa;. 174. Tna- 

delPs lermofia given us by bi(hop ^' ly it may ^ well thought that 

Bumet, wc meet with the foUowing " thofe that take this courfe (haU 

pa^ge. *' It is not the ftorm of ** find but fmall thanks atChrift*8 

** words, but the Arength of rea- ^^ our captain's hands, and it is n6t 

** ibnsy that fliaU ilay a waverrog << unlike but he would fay to them, 

'* judgment from errors, &c« when ** were he here on earth agai^ $ 

^* that like a temped is overblown, " Mailers, I would you fliould re-* 

*• the tide of others examples will '* fute popery and fet yourfclvcs 

•* carry other men to do as the moft *• againft antichrift my enemy, with 

^' do $ but thefb like fo many ati- ** ail the difcolonred feAs and here- 

*^ chon wHl ftid^ and not oome a- ^' fiet, that fight under his banner 

*' gain. Befides, our calling is to ** againft me, and not call him and 

*' deal with errors, not to difgraqe '* his troops all to nought I And 

" the man with fcclding words, ** this is my poor opinion concerti- 

•* It is faid of Alexander, I think, " ing bur dealing with the papifts 

*^ when he overheard one of his '' themfelves, perchance differing of 

** foldiers railing luftily on Darius '* men of great note in Chrift*s fa* 

** his enemy, he reproved him, and ** mily, Mr. Luther, and Mr. Cal- 

*' added. Friend, I entertain thee to ** vin, and others ; b\it yet we 

^^ fight againft Darius, not to re- • *^ muft live by rules, not example^ I 

'< vUe Mm; '' and they were men, who perhaps 

** Mr. Bayle (hys it was Mem- ** by complexion or otherwiife were 

** non Darius*t general, who fpoke * given too much to anger and heat,** 

<^ thus to a fdldier, wh6 railed at BcdeU*8life«p. Y49/153/ 
^ Alexander, and he referi'id pla- ^ ■ ' ■ 
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. He laboured to convert the better fort of the poplfii dergy, 
and in this had great fuccefs. He procured a tranJla- 
■ tion of the common-prayer into IriiDb, and caufed it to be 

*'^' read in his cathedraf, every Sunday; The new teftamtent 
had alfo been tranflated by William Daniel, archbifhop of 
Tuam, and at the bifliop's defire, the old teftament was 
firft tranflated into the fame language by one ICing.| but 
as he was ignorant of the original tongue, and did it from 
the Englifh, BedeM revifed and compared it with the He- 
Sir Jama brew, and the beft tranflations. He took care likewife to 
"^•J«*« have fome of Cryfoftom's and Leo's Homilies,, in commen- 
pl^aa;/' ' dation of the fcjriptures, to be rendered both into £ngli(h 
and Iri(b, that the common pectpte might fee, that in the 
opinion of the antient fathers, they had not only a right to 
read the fcriptures as well as the clergy, but that it was their 
Hift. of duty fo to do. When he found the .work was finiibed, he 
^f "b*"Bibi ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ expence of printing it, but his defign 
into vulgar was interrupted by a cruel and unjuft profecution carried on 
tongues^ p. againft the tranflator, who not only loft his living, but was 
'55' alfo attacked ih his chara<Ser. The bifhop fupport^ Mr. 

King as much as he could^ and the tranflation being fi* 
niih^d, he would have printed it in his houfe, at his 
own expence, if t^e troubles of Ireland had not. prevented 
it ; it happened luckily however that the tranflation efcaped 
. the hands of the rebels, and was afterwards printed at the 
Bovie't expence of Mr. Robert Boyle, a gentleman of great bene- 
work V0I.5, volence and public fpirit. The blfliop was very moderate 
P'6x8. in his fentiments; he was indeed a uncere friend to the 
church of England, but he loved to make profely tes by per- 
' fuafion and not compulfion; and it was his opinion, that 

proteftants would agree well enough, if they could be 
brought to underftand each other. There were fome Lu- 
.therans at Dublin, who, for not Coming to church and 
taking the facrament, were cited into the archbifhop's con- 
liftory, upon which they defired time to write to their di- 
vines in Germany, which was granted ; and when their 
^ anfwers c^me, they contained fome exceptions to the doc- 
trines of the church, as not explaining the prefence of Chrift 
{'n the Eucharift, fuit^ble to their fentiments; to which 
)ifliop Bedell gave fuch a folid anfwer, tha^ the German 
. ' divines, who faw it, advifed their countrymen to join in 

communion with the church, which they accordingly did. 
Ufcofbp. When the rebellion brojce out in Ireland, in Qiftober, 
35edcw,p. 1641, the bifhop at firft did not feel the violence of its cf- 
'3»» fe^, for the very rebels had GQni;eive4 a great vcno^^on 
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for biiii, atnd they declared he fliould be the laft En-.Hin^ ^ ^^ 
glifliman they would drive out of Ireland. His was the irifli rebel- 
only houfe in the county of Cavan that was unviolated,'^on,p.;35, 
and it was filled with the people whoftedtohim for fhel- 
ter. About the middle of December however, the rebels, 
purfuant to orders received from their council of ftatc 
at Kilkenny^ i^equired him to difmifs the people that 
were with himw which he refufed to do, declaring he would 
ihare the fame fate with the reft. Upon this they ^ized him, 
his two fons, and Mr. Clogy, who had married his daugh- 
ter-in-law, and carried them prifoners to the caftle of 
Cloi^hboughter, furrbundcd by a deep water, where they 
put them all, except the bifhop, in irons ; after fome time 
however this part of their feverity was abated. After be- 
ing confined for about three weeks, the bifhop and his two 
fons, and Mr. Clogy, were exchanged for two of the 
CRourkes; but though it was agreed that they (hould 
be fafely conduced to Dublin, yet the rebels would never , 
fuffer tnem to be carried out of the country, but fent them 
to the hbufe of Denis Sherridan, an Irifh minifter, an4 
convert to the proteftant religion. The bifhop died foon 
after he came here, on the 7th of February, 1641, his death 
being chiefly occafioned by his late imprifonment, and the 
weight of forrows which lay upon his mind. The Irifli did ^ J^f^ 
him unufua} honours at his. burial,, for the chief of there*- worJw'v. i. 
bds gathered their forces together, and with them accom- p. 240! 
panied his body from Mr. Sherridan's houfe to the church- 
yard of Kilmore. Thus lived and died this great prelate, 
wh(^ behaviour in his publick character did honour to his 
high oflice in the church, and whofe private life was per- 
fcdly confiftent with the dodtrine he taught (b). 

BEHN, 

(b) The Ibllowing partlcililars in plain ftvfFsi had^ long and broad 

regard to this prelate were drawn beard^ grey and venerable hair. 

Up by Mr. Clogy, the corhpanion of His ftrength continued firnn to the 

all his fortunes, and witnefs of his lai^, fo that the week befoie hit 

virtues, and are inferred in the ac- laft ficknefs, he walked as vigoroufly 

count of his life by biihop Burnet, and nimbly as any of the company. 

He was * tall and graceful, and had and leaped over a broad ditch ; info- 

fomething in his looks and carriage muththat his fons. who were amaz- 

which created a veneration for him. ed at it, had enough to do to follow . 

His deportment was grave, without him. A few years before his death 
affedation. His apparel decent with he had fome fevere fits of the i\onej 
(mpUci^, iie wore no filks> but occafioned by his fedeatary life. 

Th* 
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V BCHN, (Aphara) a celebj^ated En^Uk poetefi^ do* 

fccnded from a good family in the city of Canterbury. She 

was born in the reign of Charles I, but in what year is noC 

certain : her father's name was Johnfon j who being related 

to the lord Willoughby, and by his intereft having beea 

appointed lieutenant general of SurioanH and fix and thirty. 

iflands, embarked with his family aboard a fhip, for the 

Mcmoifi Weft-Indies ; at which time Aphara was very young. Mr* 

ivefixed to Johnfon died in his paflage, but his family arrived at Surinan^ 

her novels, where our poetefs became acquain^d with the American 

**y ^ 't^ ftc, P^'i'^^^ Oroonoko, whofe flory flie has given us in her ccle- 

Orooiu^o, ' brated novel of that name. She tells us, *'' (he had oftea feei| 

85. (i and converfed with that great man^and been a witnefs to ma* 

<< ny of his mighty a&ions, and that at one time, he and CU- 

*f i^ene, (or Imoinda his wife) were fcarce ao hour in a day 

^< from her lodgings -, and that ihe obliged them in all thipg^ 

^ i)ie was capable, entertaining them with the lives, of the 



•JChc remedy he ufcd for it» was to 
dig in the gardeo, until he heated 
himfelfy and chat mitigated the pain. 
His judgment and memory remained 
with him to the laft. He always 
prc;ached withoai notes. He fliew- 
ccl no other learning in his fermons^ 
but in learning the difficulties of his 
twxt. His ftilewas clear and full, 
If^p plain Mn^ Amph' He read the 
Hebrew and Septuagint fo much, 
)hat they were as familiar to him as 
'^t £ngM(h tran/lation . He had col- 
looted a vaft number of critical ex- 
Hpfitions, which with Several other 
manufcripts fell into the hands of the 
Jriih. He wrote much in coQtro- 
^rerfy, particulaily on the points in 
diipute betwi^^t the proteftants and 
Koman catholicks« He kept a great 
corrjcfpondence not only with the 
divines of England, but. with others 
©ver Europe. H«? ohferved a true hof - 
pitality in houfe-lceeping ; many 
l^opr Iri/h families being maintained 
out of his kitchen, and in Chri^mas 
time^ the poor ^Iwavs eat witl> him 
9X his own table. At pubhc tables 
l^e ufually fat filent. Once at the 
earl of Straffprd*8 table, one ob- 
ferved^ that whiile they were all 
talkingy he faid nothing*. Thepri- 
i|iate ahfwered, *' Broach him, and 
<< you wUl find $ood U^uor in li^*' 



Upon which the perfon propofed 4 
quelliCn iix dignity, in anfwering 
which the biihop (hewed his afoilitiei 
fo well, and puzxled the .other td 
much, that. all at table except tho 
bitfhop, fell a laughing at the o^hen 
The greatnefs of his mind and un- 
dauntednefs of his fpirit, «vtdent^ 
appealed in many piifl^gea of hit 
life, and Aat without any nabttiire 
of pride, for he lived with his cler- 
gy as if tbey had been his brethren^ 
In his viiitations, he would accqH 
of np invitation from the greatr mi^ 
in the covotry, but would eatjwijlil^ 
bis clergy in fuch poor inns and ol 
fuch coarfe fare as the places afford- 
ed. He avoided all aife^tion o^ 
Hate in his carnage, and, when 
in Dublin, always walked on foot» 
attended, by one fervent* otcept on 
public occ^fions^, whicK obliged hiqi 
to ride ia proceition among^ hjs brt^- 
thren. He avoided the lUfe^at^ 
of humilityf as well as pride^ tl^ 
former often flowing froiri tb* 
greater pride of the two^ He h^ 
a true and generous notion of ce^- 
glon, and did not look upon ix as^a 
ly Aem of opipipcs, or a fet of forms, 
but as a divine difciipline that re- 
forms the h^n an4 life. It was 
not leaves but fruit that lie fought« 
Ufcpf JMcll*NP. 2t 84,219. 
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" Rt)iii^s, ^nd crcat men^ which charmed him to her 

" company; and ber^ with teaching her all the pretty works 

^^ (be was miftrefs of, and telling her ftories of nuns, and 

" endeavouring to bring her to the knowledge of the true 

*< God.'* She tells us like wife, that Oroonoko ufed to call 

her his great mifirefs^ and that her word would go a great 

way with hioi. This intimacy betwixt him and our poetefsy 

occaiioned fome reflexions on her condu(^, from which the 

authorefs of her life juflifies her in the following manner. 

" Here (fays Ihe) I can add nothing to what flie has given - . 

" the world already, but a vindication of her from fomCj^^J^*'* 

^' unjuft afperfions I find are infinuated about this town, in 

*^ relation tp that prince. I knew her intimately well, and 

" I believe, ihe would not have concealed any love affairs 

^^ from me, being .one of her own fex, whofe friendfliip and - 

^^ fecre^ fhe had experienced, which in9J^es me afTure the 

*^ world, there was no affair betwixt that prince and Af- 

^^ traea, but what the whole plantation were witneiles of s H 

*^ generous value for his uncommon virtues, which every 

<^ one that but hears them, finds in hinifelf, and his pre* 

<^ fence gave ber no^more. Befidea his heart was too vio- 

<* lenily fet da the everlafting charms of his Imoinda, to bq 

*^ fhooK with thofe more faint (in his eye) of a white beauty } 

*^ and Aflraea's relattpns there prefent^ had top watchful ai| 

^* eye over her, to permit the frailty of her joatb, if that 

** l^d been powerful enpugb." 

The difappointments fhe met with at Surinam, by loitog 
her parents and relationa, obliged h^r to return to En^and^ 
where fooa after her a^'rival, me was married to Mr. Behn^ 
an eminent merchant x}[ Loi^qu, and of Dutch extra6^ioQ« 
King Charles IL whom (he highly plcafed by the enter- 
taming and, accurate account fhe gave him of the colony ojF ' ^ '^ 
^rinam, thought her a proper perfon to be inftru£ied with 
ttie management of fome affairs during the Dutch war, which 
was the occaiion of her going over to Aiptvaerp. Heic y. 
fhe difcQveied the defigo formed by the Dutcb^ of faiiling 
up the rivpr Thames, in order to bum the En^ifb Ihips i 
fhe made this difcovery by means of one Vander Albert, a 
Dutchman* This man, who, before the war, had been in love 
with hei m England, no ^oner heard ot hei amval at 
Aotweip, than he paU her a vifit ; and alter a repetition dF 
all hie former profbffions of love, preffed her extremely t^^ 
allow him by fome fignal means to give undeniable proofs of 
his paffion. This propofal was fo fuitable to her prefent n,! ^^ .^ j^\ 
aim in the fervice elf her country, ^hat fhe acqppted of it,. 
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and employed her lover in fuch a manner as made her ver^ 
Serviceable to the king. The latter end of the year 16669 
Albert fent her word by a fpecial meiTenger, that he would 
be with her at a day appointed, at which time he revealed 
to her, that Cornelius de Wit, and De Reyter, had pro* 

^^- P' *• pofed the above mentioned expedition to theftates. Albert 
having mentioned this affair, with all thofe marks of a fin- 
cere relation of truth, Mrs. Behn could not doubt the ere* 
dibility thereof, and the interview was no fooner ended^ 
but (he fent an exprcfs to the court of England ; but her in- 
telligence (though well grounded,. aS appeared by the event) 
being difregarded and ridiculed, (he renounced all ftate af- 
fairs, and amufed herfelf during htt flay at Antwerp, with 

im* p. 10. ^i^ gallantries of the city. After fome time flie embarked 
at Dunkirk for England, and in her paffage was near being 
loft; for the (hip being driven on the coaft, four days^ 
within fight of land, but by the af&ftance of boats from that 
(horc, the crew were all faved ; and Mrs. Behn arrived fafely 

j^]^^^,^l in London, where (he dedicated the reft of her life to plca- 

40. * fure and poetry. She publifhed three volumes of mifcellany 
poems, the iirft in 1684, the fecond in 1685, and thethurd 
in 1688. They confift of fongs and other little pieces, by 
the earl of Rochefter, 6r George Etherege, mr. Henry 
Crifp, and others, ivith fome pieces of her own. To the 
fecond mifcellany, is annexed a tranflation of the diikede 
Rochefoucault's moral refledions, under the title of Seneca 
unmafked, an edition of which was printed in 17279 in four 
volumes lamo. She wrote alfo feventeen plays, fome hit 
tories and novels.(A) She tranilated M. Fontenelle's Hiftory 
of oracles, and Plurality of worlds, to which laft (he an* 
tiexed an cffay on tranflation and tranflated profe. The 
paraphrafe of CEnone*s epiftle to Paris, in the £ng}i(h tranf- 
lation of Ovid's Epiftles, is Mrs. Behn's, and Mu Dryden 
in the preface to that work, pays her the following com- 
pliment. •* I waff' defired to fay, that the author, who is 
<* of the fair fex, underftood not latin ; but if (he does riot, 
5< I am afraid (he has given us occaiiontobe aihamed who 



(a) They are extant in twavo- Bfq; to which is prefixed the Mftory 

lumes xsmo, London ,' 1 73 5, 8th of the life and memoirs of Mrs. Beho, 

edit on, publifhed by Mr.Charlcs GU- wijtieu by one of the fair fex4 
don^ and dedicated to Simon Scroop, 



«»do." 
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•* d<K*(B) She was alio die authored of the celebrated 
letters, between a nobleman and his fifler, printed in Lon- 
don, 1 6S4 ; and we have extant of hers, eight love let- 
ters, to a gentleman whom ihe paffionately loved^ and with 
whom ibe correfponded under the name of Lyddas. They 
are printed in the Kfe aM memoirs of Mrs. Behn, prefixed 
to her hiftories and novels.(c) 

She died after a long indifpofitioo, April 16^ 1689, 
and was buried in the Cloifters of Weftminfter* Abbey. ' 

(b) The loUov^g p«fl*age tranfcribed from this epilUe may fen^ m 

a rpecim«n of her poetical extent. 

Siy, lovely youth, why wouldft thou thus botniy 

My eafy faith, and lead my heart ailray ? 

I might fome humble (hepherd's choice have been. 

Had 1 that tongue ne^er heard, thofe tya ne*er feen ; 

And in fome homely cot, in low repofe, 

livM undtihirbM with broken vows and oaths ; 

AH : day by (haded fprings my flocks have kqp^ 

And in fome honeft arms at night have flept. 

Then, unupbraided with my wrongs, thoud*ft been 

Safe in the joys of the fair' Grecian t^uecn. 
• What ftars dp rule the gr^at ? No fooner you 

Became a prince, but you were perjur*d toow * 

Are crowns and fal(hoods then confii^ent things ? 

And mud they all be faithlefs who are kings? 
. The Gods be p raffed that I was humble bofo, 

Even tho' it renders me my Piris* fcom. 

And I had rather this way wretched provjD^^ , 

Jhan fa^ a queen, and faiUilefs in my love. 

pTldV Bpiilfes, &c. London, 1736, xamo. p, S4, 9$^ 

(c) They fre ^11 of the ftroogeft hates me, entertain me fo unkindly ? 
expreflions of love for her beloved Witnefs your pafling by the end q£ 
Lycidas, who at the time of her the ftreet where I live, and fquander- 
writing thefe letters feehis to have ing away your time at any Coffee- 
retamed her love with great coldnefs houfe, rath$r than allow me, what 
and indifference. " I may chance you know in your foul is the greatoft 
(fays (he in her laft letter) from the blefiing of my life, your dear, dull, 
patural inconftancy of my fex, to melancholy company j I call it xlull, 
be as falfe as you would wifli, and becaufe you never da be gay or 
leave yon in quiet. For as I am fa- merry where Aftrea is. How could 
tisfied I love in vain, .and withqut this indifierence poflefs you, whea 
morn, I am fatisfied that nothing, your malicious foul knew I was lan- 
bnt the thing that hates n^^, would guiihing for you ? I died, I fainted, 
treat me as Lycidas does ; an^ it is I panted for an hour of what yoa 
only the vanity of being beloveid by laviflied out, regardlefs of me, and 
me can make you countenance a foft- . without fo muchas thinking on mel** 
Mfs fo difpleaiing to you. How Memoirs of Mrs. Behnj prefixed to 
f^ apy thlfi^ bvt the mai) ihs^ her novels, p. 69^ 79^ 

There 
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There are ieveral eficomiuros on Mrs. Behn, prtSx^d to 
her Lover's watch; among die reft, Mr. Charles Cotton, 
author of Virgil Travefty, compliments her in the following 
lines. 

Some hands write fomethings well, are elfewfaere lame^ 
But on all themes your power is die fame. 
Of Buflcin and of Sock you know thepace. 
And tread in both with equal fkill and grace, 
But when you write of love, Aftraea, then 
• Love dtps his arrows where you wet your peti» . 

Such charming lines did never paper grace. 
Soft as your (ex» and fmooth as beauty's face* 

Mr. Gildon, who was intimately acquainted wttb our poetefi, 
fpeaks of her in the higheft terms. In his epiftle dedicatory 
to her biftories ^ novels, he thus exprefles bimfelf. <^ Po- 
*^ etry, fays he» the liipreme plcafore of the mind, is b^ot, 
<< and born ii) pleafure, but opprefled and killed with pain. 
*< This reflexion ought to raUe our admiration of Mrs. 
*< Behn, whofe genius was of that force, like Homer's, 
^^ to maintain it's gaiety in the midft of difappointa^entSy 
♦< which a woman cf htr fenfe and merit, ought never to 
<< have met with* But {he had a great llrength of mind 
*< and command of .thou^% being able to write in the 
/< midft of company, and yet have herfliare of thecmver- 
<< fation, which I faw her do in writing Orbonoka, and 
<^ other pd»rts of thefoilov^ingvoloikias^ in every part of which, 
^< fir, you will find an eafy ftile, and a peculiar happinefs 
<^ 0t thinking. The paffions, dialt df iove efpeckUy^ihe 
<* was miftrcft of; and gave us nice and tender touches of 
<* them, that, without her name, we might difcover the au» 
«^ thor, as Ff«toi|^eoes did ApeUes, by the ftroke of bis 

B£K, ^David). a famous painter, born at Delft indie 
Ketherlands. He was under the celebrated Van Dyk, and 
fettt^ other cdebratedmafters; his pohtei^sof behavkkor 
and fkill in his proieffion, acqdred him high efteem in al* 
moft all the courts of Europe. He was in great fkvour widi 
Chs^es L king of £xi^aiid, mid taught die principles of 
^wing to bis'l>ns, Choi^les and Jamssw He wmsaftetwaids 
in the fervice of thrkinw of France arftf Dfertmark, he ¥W«t 
next into the fervfce ofChriftrna (jueeri of Sweden, f^hb e- 
^ Heemed him 'at a high rate, gave him many rich prefents, 
9nd made him firft genUeman of her bed-chamber. She 

fcnt 
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fent him alfo to Italy, Spain, France, England, Deninarl^> 
and to all the. courts of Germany, to take the portraits of 
the different kings, and princes, and her majefty afterwards 
prefented each cl them with their pifhires, which rendered 
the painter very famous, who, vre are told, received nine 
golden chains with medals from fo many princes. His man-" M«itri« 
ner of painting was extremely free and quick, fo that king 
Cbaries L told him one day, << he believed he rode on horfe* 
back when he painted." The painters of Rome gave him 
the title of the " Golden Sceptre." The foUowing ftory 
is related as having happened to Bek. When he was upon 
a journey in Germany, he was feised with a fit of illnefs, 
which wakened him to fuch a degree, that every body 
thoQ^t him dead. He was accordingly undrefled, and laid 
on ^ne ftraw in a room, where two of his fervants were 
drinking a bottle together. One of diem propofed to 
the o^er, to give a ihare of their wine to the deceaf- 
cd, fince it was what he bad no averfion to, when 
alive. They accordingly held the glafs to his mouth i the 
^ell thereof having put his fpirits in motion, the fuppofed 
dead man fipped fome drops. The fervant was greatly 
amazed, yet he ftlll held the glafe to his mouth, and the 
fick man again drank of the liquor. In tbis manner be 
came to himfelf by degrees and lived fome years after, 'till 
1656, when he died at the Hague. 

BEKKER, (Balthasar) a famous Dutch divine, born 
in the year 1634, at Warthuifen, a village in the 
province of Groniiigen. He learned the latin tongue at 
home, under his father, and at fixteen years of age, was 
entered at the univerfity of Groningen, where he applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of the Greek and riebrew languages,, 
and made alfo a confiderable proficiency in hiftory and philo* 
fophy. He went afterwards to Franeker, where he ftudied 
divinity : He continued here four years aind a half, till the 
year 1675, when be was chofen minifter at Ooftcrlingen, 
a village about fix miles from Franeker. He difcharged his 
duty with great diligence, and found time to read and ex- 
amine the writings of the moft eminent philofophers and 
divines. He kept ^ conftant correfpondence with James 
Altiog, under whom he had ftudied the Hebrew tongue^ 
and with the fiimous Cocceius, Yet he was not blindly 
attached to their opinions, but when he thought they were 
miftaken, he freely propofed his difficulties and objeftions. 
In 1665, betook his degree of doctor of divinity, sit Franc- p^^J, 

ker, ixaiMi, 
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ker, and the next year was chofisn one of the miniftcrs of 
that citjr. When he was minifter at Oofteriingen, he com- 
poTed afhort catechifin for children, and in 1670, he pub* 
lifhed another for pcrfons of a more advanced age. l^hisf 
laft being loudly exclaimed againft by feveral divines, the 
author was profecuted before the ecciefiaftical aflemblies, 
and notwithftanding many learned divines, gave their lefti- 
monies in favour of this catechifm/A) yet in the fynod 
held in 1671, at Bolfwart in Friezland, it was voted there, 
•' tb contain feveral ftrange exprcflions, unfcriptural po- 
*^ fitions, and dangerous opinions, which ought not to be 
«^ printed, or being printed, not to be publiflied. How- 
*' ever, that being revifed and correded, it might be print- 
*' ed." fiekker appealed to th« next fynod, which met at 
Franefcer, in July, 1672, who chofe a committee of twelve 
deputies, to enquire into this affair, and to Anifh it in fix 
weeks. They examined Dr. Bekker's catechiiin very care- 
fully, and at laft fubfcribed an act in which werethe fol- 
lowing words. " That they had altered all fuch expreffions, 
as fecmed to be offenfive, ftrange or uncommon. That they 
had examined fictmdum fidtl analogiam^ what had been ob- 
V ferved bv the feveral clafles, as unfcriptural; and that they 
K judged Dr. Bekker's book, with their corrections, might 
. for the edification of God's church, be printed and publifhed. 



(a) Francis Burman, profeflbr of 
divihlty at Utrecht, faid, *f That 
he found in Bekker*s catechifm 
found do£lrine, deep learning, good 
underftanding, and a choice collec- 
tion of pious teftimoniet, as well as 
ftrong arguments^ and clear cxpref- 
iions 'y fo that he does not in the 
lead doubt but this work would be 
profitable to all who fhould pe- 
rufc it.** Chriftopher WUlichius, 
profeflbr of divinity at Leyden, faid, 
** that he not only obferved nothing 
in it contrary to the confeflions 
of faith, but alfo that he met with 
no paifage, that could give the leaft 
fufpicion of hcrefy. That he was 
moreover exceedingly pleafed with 
the author's method and clear ex- 
preflion, as well afr with the ufeful 
truths which he eKplained ; ,but a- 
bove all, he approved very much, 
that he had exprefled his thoughts in 
the very words of the holy fcriptures, 
or in words which had the fame 
feAfe.** Anthony Perizonius faid. 



*' He found this catechifm not only 
orthodox, and agreeable to the holy 
fcripture, but alfo judged it to be ve^ 
ry ufeful and edifying for the church- 
It is true, adds he, that the reve- 
rend author, according to the cuf-^ 
torn of other writers, who foUow 
their private judgement, has infinuat- 
ed here and there his particular opi - 
nion, concerning the fenfe of fome 
paflagcs of the Bible, which are net 
explained in the fame manner by all 
our divines 5 and though I do not 
agree with him in every refpc6^, yet 
fince our divines, being delivered 
from the yoke of popery, have the 
liberty to publiih their private opL< 
nions ; I think that fuch fmall diffe> 
fences, in a work which agrees fo 
well with the fundamentals of chrif - 
tianity, ought to be allowed. And 
as a diverfity of fpiritual gifts is very 
profitable for the edifying of God'a 
church, fo a diverfity of opinions ' 
furni(hes us with an opportunity to 
enquire more carefully after truth.*' 

it 
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it ton^nt% feveral wholefome and ufefut inftrualofis. This 
judgment was approved of by the fynod held at Harlingen 
next year ; but dich is the conftitution of the fynods in 
the feven provinces, that one can annul what another has 
efiabltfhed, and Bekker fuffisred for two years longer much 
trouble and vexation. 

In 1674, he was chofen minifter at Loenen, a pleafant 
village fituated upon the river Vcght, near Utrecht ; but he 
did not continue here long, for about two years after, he 
was called to Wcfop, and in 1679, was chofen minifter 
at Amfterdam. The comet which appeared in 1680 and 
168 1, gave him an opportunity of pubiifhing a fmall book 
in low Dutch, intitled, Onderfock over de Kometei, i. e: 
An inquiry concerning Comets, wherein he endeavoured to 
(hew, that comets are not the prefages or forerunners of 
any evil. This piece gained him great reputation, as did 
bkewife his expofition on the prophet Daniel, wherein he 
gave many proofs of his learning and found judgment; 
but the work which rendered him moft famous, is his De 
betovcr Wereld, or the World bewitched. He enters into 
an inquiry of the common bpinion concerning (pints, their 
nature and power, authority and a£Uons ; as alfo what men 
can do by their power and affiftance. He tells us in his 
preface, that it grieved him to fee the great honours, powers, 
and miracles, which are afcribed to the devil. ^< It is 
** come to that pafs (fays he) that men think it piety and god- 
'< linefs, to afcribe a great many wonders to the devil ; and 
" impiety and hercfy, if a man will not believe that the devil 
*^ can do what a thoufand perfons fay he does. It is now 
<< reckoned godlinefs, if a man, who fears God, fear al(b 
" the devil. If he be not afraid of the devil, he paffes 
'^ for an Atheift, who does not believe in God, becaufe he 
" cannot think, that there are two Gods, the one good, 
^ the other bad. \BMt thefe I think with much more rea- 
" fon may be called Ditheifts. For my part, if on account 
" of my opinion, they will give me a new name, let them 
•* call me Monothdft, a believer of but one God." The 
work is divided into four books. In the firft he gives an ac- 
count of the opinions of the antient and modern heathens, 
concerning gods and demons, or fpirits ; and from what he 
; has colleSed on this head, he concludes, that the ceremo- 
I nies which have been, or are ftill employed in divination 
and magic, can have no folid foundation, flnce they are 
I not grounded upon the natural truths, which the feveral 
i nations admit, but upon the particular errors with which 
' they have defaced thenu From the heathens, he comes to 

the 
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the jews, mahometans, and chriftiatis, aid Ibews What 
opinions they have borrowed from the heathens^ and wint 
have been grouBded, right or wrong, on fome pafTages of 
the holy fcriptare. f Prejudices (fays he) arc infuf^ imo 
<^ our minds^ even in our infancy* In that tender age, 
<* children are quieted by means of bugglebows, and 
^' bulbeggars $ and it has long ago been obferved^ diat thefe 
•* firft impreffions are fo deep, that they. carnlot, but with 
** the greateft difiiculty, be erafed. When children begin to 
'' go abroad, and to converfc with other people^ they heat 
** the devil mentiohed on every occafion, they are told of 
** nothing but of the devil, of ibrcery, of the haunting of 
<< boufes and other places by fpirits, &c* Nay, eiftn pathrm 
^^ and niaflers cannot Icold their children or fcbolars, but 
" they muft call the devil to their afliftance, wfaofe tiatfie i^ 

^ *' much oftncr in their mouth, than that of Ood or Chrift.** 
In tha fecond book be examines all the pafiages of the holy 
fcripture, which mention either angels or the devil, and 
endeavours to make them agree with his opinion^ that the 
devil has nut the leaft power in this world ; and he (ay^ 
that fuch paffages as afcribe fevoral a^ons to good, ai well 
as bad fpirits, muft be exphaned in an allegorical manner. 
This work raifed a great clamour againft Bekker. The 
confiftory at Amflerdam, the dafies, and fynods proceeded 
againft him, and after having fufpended htm from the h<Af 
communion, depofed htm at laft from th^ office of a mi- 
nifter. The nugiftrates of Amfterdam were fo generous^ 
however, as to pay him hi? falary as long as he lived. A. 
very odd medal was ftruck in Holland^ on his depofitiom 
It reprefented a devil cloathed like a mini^ler, riding imon 
an ais, and holding a banner in his hand, as a proof ofthe 
victory which he gained in the fynods. With the medal 
was publi&ed a fmall piece in Dutch, to explain it, in which 
was an account of what haki been done in the conf^ory, 

\, claiTes and fynods. 

Bekker died of a pleurify, June iith, i6p8. 

BELLAI, (William Du) lord of Langei, a Fn^ncb 
general, who fignalized himfclf in the fervice of Francis I. Htf 
wa3 alfo an able negotiator, fo that the emperor Charles V." 
Bi!Ipn. Fort ufcd to fay, «* that Langey's pen had fought more againlt^ 
inexpungoa. him than all the lances of France.*' He was fent to Pi< 
murduSwel ^"'O"^ '" quality of viceroy, where he took feveral towns fri 
feminin. the imperialiAs. His addrefs in penetrating into the i 
foitz6, mies defigns was furprizing. In this he fpared no expci 
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itid thereby Had ihtelligence of the moft fecrft courtclls of 
he emperor, and his generals. He was extremely a<ftive in Brtntom'i 
nfluencing feme of the univerfities of France, to give their »«aw>"^ 
udgment agreeable to the defires of Henry VIlI. king of 
England, when this printe wanted to divorce his queen, iti^^^^ 
order to marry Anne Bullen. It was then the intereft of hiftoireda 
France, to favour the king of England in this particulah, ^^''^'^L^* 
it being an afFrorit to the empfcror, and i gratification to *J^7i^l * 
Henry, which might ferve to form a ftrict alliance between 179* 
him and Francis I. fie Was fent feveral times into Germa- 
ny to the princes of the proteftant league, and was made a ' 
knight of the order of St. Michael. 

He was alfo a man of learning, having given proofs of 
his abilities and genius as a writer. He compofcd feveral 
worbj(A) the iiioft remarkable of which was the hiftory of 
his own times in latin, divided into ogdoades, that is, fe- 
veral parts, each confilling of eight books. Moft of this 
work however has been loft, nothing of it remaining except 
a fcwfragmenis, and three or four books, which Martin du 
Bdlai, William's brother, has inferred in his memoirs.(B) 

WhenLangei was in Piedmont, in 1542, he had fome ^°"'** 
rcnaarkable intelligence, which he was defirous himfclf 
to communicate to the king, and being extremely 
inSrm, he ordered a litter for his conveyance; but 
after having pafled the mountain of Tarara, betwixt 
Lyons and Roan, he found himfclf fo extremely bad at St. 
Saphorin, that he was obliged to ftop there, where he died 
(the ninth of January, in the year 1543 He was buried in 
the church of Mans, and a noble monument was ere<5^ed to 
his memory. His friends gave him the following epitaph. 

Cy git Langey, qui.de plume et d'cpec 
A furmonte Ciceron et Pompee. 
" Here lies Langey, who with his fword and pen, excelled 
* even Cicero and Pompey. 



(a) a lift of them is given in the 
1 Bibliotheques of La ttoix du 
, and Du Vcrdier j M. Baylc 
I ks that none of them were ever 
wed, excepting the epitome of the 
Gauls, with fome other 
I pieces in 1556. A book con- 
military difcipline, was ac 
to Mr. Bayle falfly. afcribed 
ffai, the real author^eing Rai- 
t de Pa via, Sieur dc Furqoe- 

Vol. II. 



▼als, a Gafcon gentleman, 

(b; Of the ten books of which 
this work confitis, the 5th, 6th, 7th, 
and 8r.h (according to Mr. Bayle) 
belong to William de Bellai. The 
entire work of Wil iam contained 
feren ogdoades j the fir»t treated of 
the antiquities of the Gauls and 

French. The other fix contained 

the reign of Francis I. 

I His 
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His coulin Joachim Bellai, made aKo the two following 
lines in his praife. 

Hie fitus eft Langeius, nil ultra qusere viator; 
Nil melius dici, nil potuit brevius. 

<< Here lies Langei ; a(k nothing further, traveller ; no- 
<^ thing better can be faid, nor nothing (horter.'* 

BELLARMIN, (Robert) an Italian Jefuit, and one of 
tbe moft celebrated controverfial writers of his time. He 
was born at Monte Pulciano, in Tufcany, in the year 1542, 
and was admitted amongft the jefuits, in 1^60. In 1569 
he was ordained prieft, at Ghent, by Cornelius Janfenius, 
^d the year following, taught divinity at Louvain* 
After having lived feven years in the Low Countries, he re- 
turned to Italy, and in 1576, began to read leisures at Rome 
on points of controverfy. This he did with fo much applaufe, 
that Sextus V. appointed him to accompany his legate into 
France, in 1590, as a perfon who mij^ht be of great fervice, 
in cafe any difpute in religion fliould be necefiary to be 
difcufled. He returned to Rome about ten months after, 
where he had feveral offices conferred on him by his own fo- 
ciety as well as tl^sipope, and in the year IS99» was creat- 
ed a cardinal. Three years after he had the archbifhoprick 
of Capua given him) which he reiigned in 1605, when 
the pope, Paul V. defired to have him near bimfelf. He was 
employed in the affairs of the court of Rome, till the year 
1(621, when finding himfelf declining in health, he left 
the Vatican, and retired to the houfe belonging to the je* 
fuits, where he died the 17th of September, 1621. ' It ap- 
peared on the day of his funeral, that he was regarded as 
a faint. The Swifs guards belonging to the pope, were placed 
round his coffin, in order to keep off the crowd, which preC> 
fed to touch and kifs the body ; and every thing he nude 
Alegambc ufe of was caFried away, as venerable relicks. 
^ii't!t^. ^^ ^^ generally allowed that Bellarmin did great honour 
Jcf. p. 4.09. to his order, and that no man ever defended the church of 
Rome and the pope, with more fuccefs. The proteftants 
have fo far acknowledged his abilities, ^that during thd 
fpace of forty or filty years, there was fcarce any confide* 
rable divine amongft them, who did not write againft &d* 
larmin. Some of his antagoniih publrfhed feveral falfkiM 
againft him, which his party made great advantage afm 
Bellarmin, though a ftrenuous advocate for the romiih re- 

ligioiia 
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ligion> yet did not agree with the dodrine of the jefuitS 
in feme points, particularly that of predeftination, nor did he 
approve of many • cxpreflions in the romi/h litanies ; and 
jiotwithftanding he allowed many paflages in his writings 
to be altered by his fuperiors, yet in fevcral particulars, he 
followed the opinions of St. Auguftin. He wrote moft of 
his works in latin, the principal of which is his body of 
controverfy, confifting of four volumes in folio. He there 
bandies the queftions in divinity with great method and pre- 
cifion, ftating the objeSions to the dodlrines of the romifli 
church, with ftrength and pcrfpicuity, and anfwering them 
in the moft concife manner. Some of the Roman- catholicks 
have been of opinion, that their religion has been hurt by his 
comroverfial writings,the arguments of the heretics not being,af8 
they think, confuted with that fuperiority and triumph, which 
the goodnefs of the caufe merited. Father Theophilus Ray- 
naud acknowledges, that there are fome perfons who were of 
opinion, that Bellarmin's writings ought to be fupprefled, aft 
well becaufe the heretics might make an ill ufeof them, by 
taking what they found in them for their purpofe, and 
the catholicks might be impofed upon by not under- 
ftanding the anfwers to the objeiSUons. Hence it 
was that Sir Edwyn Sandys, not being able to meet 
with Bellarmm's works, in any bookfeller's fliop in 
Italy, concluded that they were prohibited to be fold, left 
they ihould make people acquainted with the opinions 
which the author confutes. Befides his body of con- 
troverfy, he wrote alfo feveral other books. He has 
left us a commentary on the pfalms ; a treatife onecclefiaf- 
tical writers ; a difcourfe on indulgences, and the worfhip 
of images j two treatlfes in anfiver to a work of James I. 
of England ; a differtation on the power of the pope, in 
temporal matters, agamft William Barclay; and feveral 
treatifes on devotion, the moft excellent of which is that 
on the duties of bifliops, addrefled tcr the bifliops of France. 

Notwithftanding the zeal which Bellarmin had fhewed in 
maintaining the poWer of the pope over the temporalities of 
kings, yet his book, De Romano Pontifice, was condemned 
by Sixtus V, who thought that Bellarmin had done great 
|)rejudice to the dignity of the pope, by not infifting that 
the power, which Jefus Chrift gave to his vicegerent was 
direft, but only indireft. What he wrote againtt William 
"Barclay upon the fame fubjed, t/tras tfeited with e;reat in- 
dignity in France, as being contrary to the antient doc- 

1 2 trine. 
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trine, and the rights of the Gallican church^(c) 

Bellarmin is faid to have been a man of great chaftif y ini 

temperance > and remarkable for his patience. His ftatuie 

was low, .and his mien very indifferent, but the excellence 

. of his genius might be djfcovered from the traces of his coun- 

th^"'p?[J"tenance. He expreflcd himfelf with (great perfpicuity, and 

coth. I, p. the words which he firft made ufe of to explain his thoughts, 

37* were generally fo proper, that there appeared no rafure in 

his writings. He has been attacked and defended by fo 

m^^ny writers, that a catalogue has been drawn up of both 

parties, A lift of his defenders has been compofed by Be- 

raldus, an Italian. His life has been written by James 

Fuligati, and many particulars relating to him , may like- 

.BftUlet. ^^^^ be found in Alegambus, Poffevinus, Sponde, &c. 



(c) A decree of parliament wis 
drawn up againft this performance 
in thefe terms. *• The court pro- 
hibits all perfons of what condition 
or quality foever, upon pain of high 
frcafon, to receive, retain, com 
municate, print, caufe to be printed, 
or eXf>ofe to fale the faid book ; and 
enjoins thofe, who (hall have any 



copies of the faid book, or know ef 
any perton who is pofleflbd of them, 
to declare it immediately to the ufoal 
judges, that an enquiry may be made 
after them, attherequeli of the fub- 
lUtutes of the Attorney genera], and 
to proceed a^ain'.t the gruilty, as it 
reafonable. Mercure Frimo. rol. %d* 
p. 33» *c. 



EELLEAU, (Remi) a French Poet, born atNogentle 
Rotrou, in the territory of Perche and province of Arleanois. 
He lived in the family of Renatus of Lorrain, marquis of 
Elbeuf, general of the French gallies, and attended him in 
his expedition to Ua^y> i" I557» Thisprince highly efteem- 
ed Beileau for his courage, and having alfo a high opinion 

Moreri. of his genius and abilities, entrufted him with the educa- 
tion of his fon Charles of Lorraine, Belleau was one of 
the feven poets of his time, who were denominated the 
French Pleiades, He wrote feveral pieces, and tranflated 
the odes of Anacrcon into the French language, but in this 
he is thought not to have preferved all the natural beauties 
of the original. His paftoral pieces are in greateft efteem. 

Elog. lib. 13 His vcrfes in that way, fays Scevola Pammarthanus, are ex- 
prefled with fuch beauty and fimplicity, that they feem to 

Recberchet, fjg a living pidure of what they defcribe. Hence Roufard 
•7««»p.7« ityi^j him the painter of nature, and Panquier called him 
the Anacreon of his age. He wrote alfo an excellent poem 
on the nature and difference of precious f^ones, which by 
fome has been reputed his beft performance, and hence it 
was faid of him, that he had ereded for himfelf a monument 
of the mod precious ftones. ^ 

5 Remeau 
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Remeau died at Paris, in the family of the Duke D* El- 
bcuf, on the 6th of March, 1577. He was interred in 
the church De Peres Auguftines, near the Pont- neuf. His • 
funeral was attended by many of his friends, fome of whom 
made elogiums to his memory ; the following epitaph is faid 
to have been compofed by PafTeratius, 

Noninfletus abia, ocellc vatum, 
Te Sent Hefperiidiuqueflebunt; 
Sed plus Hefperiis dolent Eoi, 
Necjam divitibus tument lapillis 
Quin magno ille metus fubeft dolori, 
Audito interitu fui poetae, 
Ne gemma in lacrymas liquefcat omnis. 

" Thou dieft not unlamentcd, deareft of poets. The 
" Hefperian regions weep for thee, and long will continue 
" to do fo. But the eaftern countries ftill more lament thy 
" death ; nor do they novy boaft of their precious ftone», 
" fearing left every gem fliould melt away into tears fpr 
" the death of their poet." 

BELLEFORET, (Francis de) a French author born 
Septembery 1530, near Samatan, a little village of Coni- 
minges in Guienne. He was but feven ycar^ of age when 
he loft his father; and his mother was left in poor circumftan- 
ccs, but (he contributed all in her power to his education. He 
was fupported fome years by the queen of Navarre, fifter 
to Francs I. Some time after he went to ftudy at Bour- 
deaux, thence he removed to Touloufe, where inftead of 
applying to the ftudy of the law, as he intended, he amufed 
himfelf with poetry. He went next to Paris, where he got 
acquainted with feveral men of learning, and was honoured 
with the friendfliip of many perfons of quality. He wrote 
a great number of works in the French language, the moft y^^ p^^*,' 
confiderable of which are his hiftory of the nine Charles's BibU Frtnc. 
of France ; annotations on the books of St. Auguftin ; his P* 3^6, as«. 
univerfal hiftory of the world ; the chronicles of Nicholas 
Gillet, augmented ; a univerfal cofmography j but the moft 
capital of all is his annals, or general hiftory of France. 
He died at Paris the ift of January, 1583, and was interred 
in the church of Cordelius, as he had ordered by his. will. 

BELLIN, (Gentil) a Venetian painter, born in the 
ye^r 1421. He w^ employed by the republic of Venice, 

13 and 
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and to him and his brother the Venetians are indebted for 
the noble works which are to be fecn in the council-hall 5 
we are told that Mahomet II. emperor of the Turks, hav- 
ing feen fome of his performances, was fo ftruck with them, 
that he wrote to the rcpublick, entreating them to fend him. 
The painter accordingly went to Conftantinople, where 
he did many excellient pieces. Amongft the reft he painted the 
decollation of St. John the Baptift, wJiom the Turks re- 
vere as a great prophet. Mahomet admired the proportion 
and fhadowing of the work, but he remarked one deftSt in 
regard to the fkin of the neck, from which the head was 
feparated ; and in order to prove the truth of his obfervation, 
he fent for a flave and ordered his head to be ftruck ofF. 
This fight fo fhocked the painter, that he could not be eafy 
till he had obtained his difmif&on, which the Grand Signior 
granted, and made hin:^ a prefent of a gold chain. The 
republick fettled a penfion upon him at his returp, and made . 
him a knight of St. Mark. He died in the year 1501, in. 
the 80th year of his age, 

BELLINI, (Laurence) an eminent phyfician, born, 
at Florence, in the year 1643. After having finiflied 
l^s ftudies in polite literature, he went to Pifa, where 
he was affifted by the generofity of the grand duke 
Ferdinand II. and ftudied under two of the moft learned. 
n^n of that age, Oliva and Borelli. Oliva inftruded him 
in natural philofophy, and Borelli taught him mathematicks. 
At twenty years of age, he was chofen profeflbr of phi- 
lofophy at Pifa, but did not continue long in this office ; 
for he had acquired fuch a reputation for his fkill in anatomy,, 
that the grand duke procured him a profefTorihip in that 
fcience. This prince was often prefent at his lec- 
tures, and was highly fatis^d with his abilities and perfor- 
mances. Beliini, after having held his profeflbffliip almofti 
thirty years, accepted of an invitation to Florence, when 
he was about fifty years of age. Here he pradlifed phyficki 
with, great fuccefs, and was advanced to be firft phyfician 

m '^dM * ^ ^^ S^and duke Cofmus III. 

hommcril. He died January 8th, 1703, being fixty years of age. 
His works were read and explained publicly during hi& 
Kfe, by the famous Scottlfh phyficiar^. Dr. Pitcairn, pro- 
feflor of phyfic in Leyden(M). 

BEM- 



K«"ceron, 

tSCflBOfCt 



Jufl tOTl. 5 

9 3^6. 



(m) He wrote the following work8, tura & iifo renum, 
I. Exerciutlo Anato|sicd d<s flrucr 1665, in tzmo. 



Amflerdam, 
11. 
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II. Guftus Organum noviflim^ de- fione fanguinis, Ae febribus, de mor* 
prehenfum 5 praemiflis ad faciliorem bis capitis Se pedoris. Bologna* 
inteiligentiam qaibufdam deiapori- 1683,10410. Fnmcfortft Leipflc^. 
bus. Bologna, 16651 in ixmo. 1685, in 4(0. 

III. Gratiarum a^io, ad Ser. He- V. Opufcula aliquot dc urinis de 
tmriae ducem. Quaedam Anatomica motu cordis, de motu bills, de mir« 
in epifto!^ ad Ser. Ferdinandum 11, iione fanguinis. Lngdani Batavo- 
^propofitio mechanica. Pifa 1670. mm. 1696, 4to« This is dedicated 
in I anno. to Dr. Pitcainu 

JV. DeUrini$&PiiUibu8, demif- 

BEMBO, (Peter) a Venetian, of an antient and noble 
family, born in the year 1470. His Father, Bernard, was 
governor of Ravenna, and employed in many important 
negotiations. When he went embaflador to Florence, he 
took his fon along with him, and here it was Peter ac- 
quired that delicacy and purity of ftyle in the Tufcan lan- 
guage, for which he is fo much admired in his works. He 
applied himfelf likewife to the Grecian language, which he 
ftudied at Sicily, under ConAantin Lafcaris, and when his 
father went to Ferrara, he accompanied him thither, where 
he went through a courfe of philofophy, under Nicholas Leo- 
niceno. His works were much admired in Italy ; but not- Moreiu 
withftanding the elegance of his ftyle, he has been thought 
fometimes to run into afFedation by an improper ufe of the 
latin phrafes (n)« He lived a retired life, till the year 
15 1 3, when pope LeoX. made choice of him for his fecre* v 
tary, but his great application to bufinefs and ftudy, brought 
upon him a bad ftate of health, which obliged him, for 
a change of air, to remove to Padua, where he refided in 
1 52 1, when he received the news of the pope's death. He 
then retired to Venice, where he fpent his time very agreea- 
bly amongft books and men of letters, till the year 15 38* 
when pope Paul III, created him a cardinal, and foon . 
after gave him the biflioprick of Bergamo. He difcharged 
the duties of his furiftion with great fidelity, till the year 
1547, when he died by a hurt which he received on his fide, 

{v) How many abfurdities (fays benefictis.^* 
tbe author of the art of thinking, Juftus Lipfius had likewife be- 
part 3. ch. 19. p. 366. Amilerd. fore this author criticized the iatin 
edit. 1685] have fome Italian au- liyle of Bembo 5 and aniong other 
thors run into, by aiantafticalaffec- things he blames him for fajfing, 
. tation of the Ciceronian ftyle, or that the fenate of Venice wrote to 
what they call pure Latin ? Who the pope, and bade him, ** put his 
can forbear laughing when Bembo truft in the immortal Gods, whofe 
fays that* a pope was eleftedby the vicegerent he was on earth.** l/ti 
favour and concurrence of the im- JUat, diis immortalibus, £p« 5^ • 
mon^ Gods, ^* Deorumimwrtalium Centur. aiyiifceU.p. 177. 

I 4 by 
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by his horfe's running hin) againft a wall. He was burled 
io the choir of the church of Minerva, where there is an 
epitaph to his memory, compofed by his fon Torquato Bem- 
bo; and fome time ^fter his death, a very fine marble fta- 
tue was ereSed for hiiji at Padua, in the famous church of 
St. Anthony, by his friend Jerome Quirini. John de U 
Cafa has written the life of this cardinal, and has given us 
an exa£l lift of his Italian and Latin works. Amongft the 
latter, there are fixteen books of letters, which he wrote 
for Leo X, when he was his fecretary ; fix books of 
familiar epiftles ; a dialogue containing the life of Gui (Jbal- 
do de Montefeltro, the duke of Urbino ; feveral fpeeches ; 
and thehiftoryof Venice in twelve books. He was named 
by the council of ten, to write this hiftory in 1530; he 
was defired to take it up where Sabellicus had left it off, and 
to continue it to his own time; which interval compre- 
hended forty-four years ; but he did not a'ccomplifh it, con- 
cluding his work at the death of Julius IL Amongft his 
Italian pieces, the poem which he had made upon the death 
of his brother Charies, is reckoned one of the beft. He 
was cfteemed an elegant Latin as well as Italian poet, but 
he has been cenfiired for having pubJiflied poems that were toq 
loofe and ipamodeft (o j. 

(o) Pctrus Bembus elegiaco (car- in praife of the obfccne part of the 

mine) earn partem corporis humani human body. Read his elegy which 

celebravit,,ftnc qua nulla obfc«nitas begins thus, 

foret; Lcgatur ejus elegia, coju? p^c flower n^y garden yields^ whof<? 

initium : virtue's fuch 

Ante alias omnes, meus hie quas 'That none like it invites the virgin's 

"educathortus, touch- 

Una puellares allicit herba manus. Which poem ;may be called a moft 

Quodpocmameritovocarepoflisob^ ohfcene, elegant piece, or i^ mod 

fcacniflimamejegantiam, auteleganti- c^^gant piece of obfccnity. It con-* 

^maraobfcaenitatem.Uniuset quadra- fiiH of one and forty diftichs. Sea* 
aginta diftichorum eft "Peter Bern-' Jigc. confuiat. tabulae Burdonuni. 

bo has writ a poem in elegiac verfe, p S^S* 

BENEDICT^ (St.) the founder of the order of the Bct 

^ri r*« "^^'^'" Monks, born in Italy, about the year 480. He 

edit. Colon, was fent to Rome, when he was very young, and there 

Aliobrog. received the firft part of his education. At fourteen years 

of age he >vas removed from thence toSublaco, about forty 

miles djftant. IJcre h? lived a moft afcetic life, and (hu^ 

Jiimfelf up iri a cav^jm, where no body knew any thing oJF 

|iim except St. Romanus, who, we are told, ufed to defccnd 

fo j^im by a rope, and ^o fupply him with provi- 

' ' " * ' fions. 
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^ons. But being afterwards difcovered by the monks of a 
neighbouring monaftery, they chofe him for their abbot. 
Their manners however not agreeing; with thofe of Bene- 
did, he returned to his folitude, whither many perfons fol- 
lowed him, and put themfelves under his diredHon, fo 
that in a fliort time he built twelve monafteries. In 
the year 52K, or the following, he retired to mount Caffino, 
where idolatry was ftill prevalent, there being a temple of 
Apollo crefted here. He inftru6led the people in the adja- 
cent country, and having converted them, he broke the 
image of Apollo, and built two chapels on the mountain. 
Here he founded alfo a monaftery, and inftituted the order 
oif his name, which in time became fo famous and extended 
over all Europe. It was here too that he compofed his Re^ 
gula Mmachorum (p), which Gregory the great fpeaks of, 
as tlje mqft fenfible and beft wrote piece of that kind ever 
pubnihed. Authors are not agreed as to the place where 
fienedijift died : Some fay at Mount Caffino, others affirm it 
to have been at Rome when he was fent thither by pope Bo- 
niface. Nor is the year afcertained, fome afteitinexit to 
have been in 542, or 543, and others in 547. St. Gregory 
the great has wrote his life in the fecond book of his dia- 
logues, where he has given a long detail of the miracles 
feid to have bepn performed by this holy perfon. 

(v) M Du Pin,io bis nouvelle bib- aferibed to him, as particularly, a 

liotheque de« auteurs eccleiiaAiques, letter to St. Maurut ; a fermon upon 

i^fiys, that this it the only genuine the deceafe of St. Maurus ; a fer- 

yrork of St. Benedidl. There have mon upon the pa(1ion of St. Placi- 

been feveral editions of thi« rule. dus ^ind bis companions ; and a dif* 

Several other tra^s are however courfe De ordine mo^afteril. 

BENEFIELD, (Sebastian) a learned Englifli divine, 
of the feventeenth century, born at Preftbury, in Glocefter- 
(hire, Auguft 12th, 1559. He was admitted a fcholar of 
Corpus Chrifti College, in Oxford, Auguft 30th, 1586, 
and chofen probationer-fellow, April i6th, 1590. After 
he had taken his degree of matter of arts, he entered into 
holy orders; and in 1599, was appointed rhetorick reader 
in his college, and the year following admitted to the read- 
ing of the fentences. In j6o8, he took the degree of doflor 
of divinity, and five years after, vvas appointed margaret 
profeflbr of divinity, in that univerfity. He difcharged this 
office with great fuccefs for fourteen years, when he re- 
figncd it, and retired to his reftory of Meyfey Hampton, 
near f airford, in Gloccfterlhire, which he had been indu£t- 
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cd into, fcvcral years before. He fpent here the remainder 
of his life ; and was eminent for piety, integrity, and ex- 
tenlive learning. He was well flailed in all arts of know* 
ledge, and extremely converfant in the writings of the fa- 
thers and fchoolmen. Some perfons have accufed him as 
a fchifmatic; but Dr. Ravis, biftiop of London, approved 
of him as free from fchifm, and much abounding in fcience. 
Me was a fedentary man, and fond of retirement, which 
rendered him lefs eafy and affable in converfation i he was ^ 
Wood*! A- particularly attached to the opinions of Calvin, efpecially 
then. Ox- that of predeftination ; fo that he has been ftiled a down* 
©n.vol. 1. jight and doftrinal Calvinift. He died at Mefey-Hampton, 
*^^^' Auguft 24th, 1630, and was buried in the chancel of the 
church, on the 29th of the fame month (q^). 

(q2 He wrote the following trcatifes, 5, A Commentary, or Expofition 

' I. Do^rinx Chriftians fex capita upon the firft chapter of Amos, de- 

totidem'praele£lionibusinfcholaTheo- livered in 21 fermons, in the pariih 

log. Oxon. pro forma habitis difcuifa church of Mey fey- Hampton, in the 

& defceptata. Oxford 1610, 4.to. diocefe of Glocefter. Oxford^ 161 !« 

2. Appendix ad caput fecundum in 4to. 

cle conciliis Evangelicis 8c cet. ad- 6. Several fermons. 

VBrfus Humphredum Leech. 7. Commentary, or Expofition, 

3. Eight fermons publicly preach- upon the'fecond chapter of Amos, 
ed in the Univerfity of Oxford, the delivered in 21 fermons, in the pa- 
fecond at St. Peters in the eaft, riHi church of Meyfey-Hampton, &c« 
the reft at St. Mary*s church. Ox- London, 1620, in 410. 

ford, 1614, in 4to. 8. Praelediones de perfeverantia 

4. Thefin againfttheHolyGhoft, fanftorum. Francfort, 1618, in 
and other Chriftian dodrines, de- 8vo. 

livered in twelve fermons, upon part 9. Commentary or Expofition orf 
of the tenth chapter,of the epiftle to ^he third chapter of Amos, &c. 
the Hebrews. Oxford, 1615, in London, 1629, in 4to. 
^to. io« A Latin Sermon upoa Revel, 

V. 10. in 4to. ~ V 

BENI, (Paul) profeffor of eloquence in the univerfity; 
of Padua. He was a Greek by nation, according to Mr. 
!!)viages''de8 S^yl^» though Other authors affirm, that he was born at 
Savans Dec Eugubio, in the dutchy of Urbino. He was in the fociety 
J^9o- p- of Jefuits for fome time, but quitted theni upon their re- 
'^^' fufing to give him permiffion to publifli a commentary on 

the feaft of Plato. He was a great critic, and main- 
tained a difpute with the academy de la Crufca, of Florence. 
He publiftied a treaiife againft their Italian dictionary, under, 
the title of Anti-crufca, ar Paragone della lingua haliana. He 
had likewife another conteft with the fame academy in re- 
gard to Taflb, whofe defence he undertook, and publiflied 
two pieces on this fubjeft. In one of which he compare^ 
TafTo to Virgil, and Arioftoto Homer, in fome particulars 
giving Taflb the preference to thefe two antients, in the o- 

6 thcr 
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thcr . piece, he anfwers the critical cenfurcs which had been 
made againft this author. He publilhed alfo fome difcourfcs . 
upon the Paftor Fido ofGuarini. Thefe pieces which we 
have mentioned, were in Italian ; but he has left a greater 
number of works in Latin (r). He died the 12th of Fe-' 
hruary, 1625. 

(r) Moreri mentions the following, 5* Difpenfatio de Baronii annali- 

1 . Commentarii, in 6 IHk prioret bus. 

4,Viip]ii. 6* DHpQtatio de hiftoria* 

2. ConunentariiinAriiloteUspoe- 7. Difputatio deauzUiis. 
ticam ct lib. Rhetor. 8. Orationcs 75. 

5. Commentarii in Salluftium. 9. Decades tres in Plitonis TI- 

4. Platonit Poetica ex dialogis mxum. 
coUeda. 

BENNET, (Henry) Earl of Arlington, was defcendcd 
of an ancient family (eited at Arlington in Middlefex, and 
fecond fon of fir John Bennet, knight; by Dorothy,, 
daughter of fir John Crofts, of Saxam in Norfolk, knight. 
He was born in the year 1618, and after being tnftrudied ^^^v, 
in grammar learning in his father's houfe, was fent to Chrift* Faft. Oxon. 
Qhurch in Oxford, where he took the degree of mafler of^c\Aucd. 
arts, and diftinguiflied himfelf by histurn for Englilh '^ 
poetry. Upon the king's coming to Oxford, after the 
breaking out of the civil war, he entered himfelf a 
volunteer; and was afterwards made choice of by George lord 
Digby, fecretary of ft ate, to be his under-fecretary. He 
wasprefent in the rencounter at Andover, in which he regsiv* 
ed feveral wounds. When he could no longer remain in Eng- 
land with fafety, he went to France, and from thence to 
Italy. On his return to France in 164.9, ^^ became fe- 
cretary to the duke of York. In 1658, king Charles II. 
who placed great confidence in him, knighted him at Bru- 
ges, and fent him in quality of his minifter to the court of 
Madrid. After the king's reftoration he recalled him front 
Madrid, and appointed him privy purfe. 0<Slober 2d ibGiy, 
he was nominated fecretary of ftate, in the room of fir 
Edward Nicholas. September 28th, 1663, the univerfity of 
Oxford conferred upon him the degree of do6^or of laws. 
On the 14th of March following, he was created baron of 
Arlington in Middlefex. At this time he had, as fecretary, 
almoft the fo!e management of foreign affairs, and his ca- - 
pacity was equal to his pofts(D). He had a great hand in 

the 

^ ' sir WiHiam 

(d) On the recommendation of Mr. Temple, afrcrwaMs fir William ^oiks Vol. 
tbe duke of Ormondj he brought Temple, into bufinefs, and em-i,. * -^^^ 

/ ployed 
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the firfl: Dutch war, but ,he like wife appears td have had 
no fmall (hare in the negociations for peace. A new fct 
of minifters having, under pretence of their influence over 
the parliament, raifed themfelves to power, lord Arlington 
declined in his credit with the king ; but as he had been 
long in bufinefs, and loved a court, and was defirous of 
power, he continued to aft as fecretary of ftate under the 
new adminiftration, and became one pf the cabinet council 
diftinguiflied by the name of theCabal(E). A defign wavfet 
on foot to change the conftitution into an abfoUite monarchy, 
but no writer charges lord Arlington with having a (hare 
in it ; nor did he aft farther than his office as fecretary of 
ftate obliged him to aft in the breach which the other violent 
members of the cabal pufhed the king to make with Hoi- 

Bieir. Brit. land. 

April 22, 1672, he was raifed to the dignity of earl of 
Arlington, in Middlefex, and vifcount Thetford, in Nor- 
folk : and on the fifteenth of June following, was made a 
knight of the garter. Soon after he was fent to Utrecht 
with the duke of Buckingham and the earl of Halifax to 

U*^U^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^ peace between the allies, and the ftatcs-general ; 
' ^ but this negociation had no eiFeft. 

The houfe of commons, difliking the war againft Hol- 
land, determined to call the advifers and promoters of it 
to an account. They firft attacked the duke of Lauderdale, 
and next the duke of Buckingham, who, being admitted 
to be heard, endeavoured to throw all the odium upon the 
carl of Arlington, and this lord's anfwer not fatisfyingthe 
commons, articles of impeachment were drawn up, charg- 
ing him with having been a conftant and vehement promo- 
ter of popery and popifli counfels j with having been guilty 
of many undue praftices to promote his own greatncfs ; 
with having embezzled the treafurc of the nation, and falfely 
and treacheroufly betrayed the important truft repofed in 
him as a counfellor and principal fecretary of flate. He 

ployed him in the treaty with the the initial letters of their titles, viz. 

biftjop of Munfter, for attacking the Clifford, Aftilcy, (afterwards Sliat- 

Dutch by land, while wc did it by tcfbury), Buckingham. Arlington, 

fea. Temple's works, vol. ii. p. Lauderdale. They had all of them 

I, SI- Burnet tells us, (Hift. of great prefents from France, btiides 

bis own times, vol. i. p 378.) That what was openiy given them. The 

Arlington afterwards threw him off French ambaflador gave t-ach of the?^ 

when he went into the French inte- a piflure of the king of France fet io 



reft and made one of the cabal. dlMXioQds (o th^ value of 30PO 1. 

(e) This name was compofed Qf 
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appeared before the houfc of commons, and fpoke inueh 
better than was expedled. He excufed himfelf, but with- 
out blaming the king. And this had fo good an eiFedl, 
that though he, as fecretary of ftate, was more cxpofed 
than any other man, by the many warrants and orders he 
had (igned, yet he was acquitted, though by a fmall majo- 
rity (g). In the mean time he continued to prefs the king 
to a feparate peace with the Dutch, in which he happily 
fucceeded (h). Having refigned his poft of fecretary^ he was 
made lord chamberlain on the iith of September, 1674, 
with this public reafon given, that it was in confideration 
of his long and faithful fervicc, particularly in the execu- ^g^***'* 
tion of his office of principal fecretary of ftate, for the fpace vouui^ 
of twelve years. Soon after, he made a frefli trial for re- 483. 
covering the king's confidence (i), by offering to go over to 
Holland, with the earl of Oifory; he told the king that 
he did not doubt but he would bring the prince of Orange 
into an entire dependance on his uncle, and in particular dif- 
pofe him to a general peace ; on which the king was much 
fet, it being earneftly defired by France. It was likewife 
believed that he had orders to give the prince hopes of mar- 
rying the duke of York's daughter, lady Mary, whom he 
afterwards did marry. This journey proved altogether un- 

(uccefsful ; 



(g) He was brought ,off by the 
j>erfonal friend(hip of a noble perfon 
nearly allied to him, viz. the ear] of 
O0bry, cldeft fon to the duke of 
Orraond, and married to Arlington*8 
wife*s (ifter, and then the mod po- 
pular roan of his quality in England, 
who iiood for five days thac the 
debate lafted; in the. lobby of the 
' Houfe of Commons, and follicited 
the members in his favour, as they 
entered the houfe: This brought 
•ver fome of the moll violent men 
on the other fide . and induced others 
to attend who might probably have 
declined it. Cartels life pf the 
duke of Ormond. Hiflory of the 
reign of Charles II. Biogr. Brit, 

(h) Bifliop Burnet tells us, that 
after figning the treaty, at the lord 
Arlington's office, the king came 
up immediately into the drawing- 
room, where feeing Ro'ivigny, the 
French embafiador, he took him a- 
tde, and told him he had been do- 



ing a thing that went more a gainft 
his heart than lofing his right hand. 
He had figned a peace with the 
Dutch. He faw nothing could con- 
tent the Houfe of Commons, or draw 
money from themj and lord Ar- 
lington had prefied him fo hard, 
that he h^d flood out till he was wea • 
ly of his life. He faw it was impof- 
fible for him to carry on the war 
without fupplies; of which it was 
plain he could have no hopes. The 
bi(hop farther tells us, that Arling- 
ton, who had brought about the 
peace, * was fo entirely loll by it, 

* that though he kneW too much of 
' the fecret to be ill ufed, yet he 

* could never recover the ground he 
' had loft.* 

(i) Danby having fucceeded lord 
Clifford, in the ofilice of lord High, 
treafurerj which had ever been the 
height of lord Arlington*s ambition ; 
the latter had conceived an impla- 
cable hatred againft him, and ufed 

hit 
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fuccefsful ; (k) and his credit was fo much funk that feveral 
perfons at court took the liberty to a£l: and mimick his perfon 
and behaviour, as had been formerly done againftthe lord 
chancellor Clarendon ; and it became a common jeft for fomc 
courtier to put a black patch upon his nofe> and ftrut about 
with a white ftaff in his hand, in order to make the king 
toerry. The king's coldnefs, or perhaps difpleafure, is believ- 
ed to have proceeded from Arlington's late tumingtowards the 
popular ftream, and more efpecially his outward proceedings 
againft the papifls, when the court believed him to be one 
inwardly himfelf. With regard to this, a remarkable ftory is 
told by Echard, namely, that colonel Richard Talbot^ after- 
wards earl of Tyrconel, having been fome time abient from 

the 



his utmoft effo/ts to fupplant him ; 
but in vain. Arlington had like- 
vrife loft the affeAion of the duke 
of York, by advifing his being fent 
from court. Bornet, Hift. of his owfi 
times. 'Vol* i. p. 394, 5. 

(k) Sir William Temple tells us, 
that the Penfionary de Wit, and 
Count Waldeck peraeived that Ar- 
lington's bent was to draw the prince 
into fuch meafures pf a peace as 
France then fo much deiired ; into a 
difcovery of thofe perfons who had 
made advances to the prince or the 
Aates of raifmg commotions in Eng- 
land during the late war } into fe- 
cret meafures with the king, ot 
aflfilling him agianft any rebels at 
home, as well as enemies abroad, 
and into hopes or deligns of a match 
with the duke*s eldeft daughter. But 
the prince would not enter at atl 
into the firA, was obftinate againii 
the fecond, treated the third as dif- 
refpeA to the king, to think that he 
ihoukl be fo ill beloved^ or fo im. 
I^rtydent to need it; and upon menr 
tion made by lord Oifory of the lafl, 
he took no further hold of it, than 
faying, that his fortunes were not Iq . 
a condition for him to think of a 
wife. Temple's works, vol. i. p. 
,397, We are informed by Burnet, 
that lord Arlington talked to • the 
prince in theftrain of a governor j 
and (eemed to prefume too much on 
l^is youth and want of experience. 
But inftead of prevailing on hlm^ 



loft him entirely, fo that all his en« 
deavours afterwards could not beget 
any confidence in him. The lord Ar- 
lington (fays Temple) after his re- 
turn was received but coldly by the 
king,* and ill by the duke, who was 
angry that any mention ihould be 
made of his daughter the lady Mary, 
though it was only done by the lond 
Offory, and whether with order 
from the king,, or not, was not 
known 4 fo that never any ftrain of 
court-ikill and contrivance fucceeded 
fo unfortunately as this had done, 
and fo contrary to all the ends which 
the author of it propofed to himfelf. 
Inftead of advancing the peace, he 
left it defperate ; inftead of cftablifli- 
ing a friendfhip between the king and 
the prince ; he left all colder than he 
found it; inftead of entering int6 
great perfonal confidence and friend- 
ftiip with the prince, he left an un- 
kindnefs which lafted ever after; 
inftead of retrieving his own cre- 
dit at courts which he found wain- 
ing by the increafe of loifd Danby's, 
he made an end of all that he had left 
with the king, who never after- 
wards ufed him with any confident^ 
further than the forms of his place, 
and found alfo the lord treafurer^s 
credit with the king, more advanced 
infix weeks which he had been a - 
way, than it had in many months 
before. Temple's works, vol.i, p. 
398. 
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the court, upon his return found the earl of Arlington's credit 
'extremely low,and feeing him one day afted by a perfon with 
a patch andftafF, he took occalion to cxpoftulate this matter 
with the king, with whom he was very familiar, remonftrat- 
ing, how very hard it was, that poor Harry Bennet fhould be 
thus ufed,after he had fo long and faithfully ferved his majefty, 
and followed him every where in his exile. The ' king here- 
upon began to complain too, declaring what caufe he had 
to be diffatisfied with Harry Bennet's conduit, who had of 
late. behaved himfelf after a ftrange manner ; for not cbntent 
to come to prayers as others did, he muft be cenftantat facra- . 
ments too. Why, faid Talbot, interrupting the king, does not 
your majeftydothe fame thing? God's fifti, replied the king 
with feme heati I hope there is a difference between Harry 
Bennet and me. Neverthdefs lord Arlington was continued 
in*hiso£i^e, and in the privy-council in all the changes it 
underwent, and at his majefty's deceafe, king James con- 
firmed him in his office of chamberlain, which he held to 
the day of his death, July 28, 1685, By his ladylfabella, 
daughter to Lewis de Jlaffau, lord Beverwaert, he had one 
daughter Ifabella, who married, Auguft ift, 1672, Henry 
carl of Eufton, fon to king Charles 11. by the diichcfs 
of Cleveland, created afterwards duke of Grafton. 

<^ He was, according to bifhop Burnet^ a proud man : 
** his parts were folid but not quick ; he had the art of ob- 
'* ferving the king's temper, and managing it, beyond all 
<< the men of t^at time. He was believed a papifl, he 
*^ had once profelTed it, and when he died he again recoa- * 
** died himfelf to that church : yet in the whole courfe of 
" his miniftry he feemed to have made it a maxim, that the 
" king ought to fliew no favour to popery, but that his 
<^ whole anairs would be fpoiled, if ever he turned that way ; 
^ which made the papifts become his mortal enemies, and 
** accufe him as an apoffate and the betrayer of their in- 
«5 terefts.*' 

BENNET (Dr. Thomas) was born at Salifbury, May 7, 
1673. From the free-fchool in that city, he was removed to St» 
John's college, Cambridge, where h6 took his degrees in arts, 
and afterwards became a fellow of the college. In 1699 he 
publiihed an Anfwer to the DifTenters pleas for feparation, or 
an Abridgment of the London Cafes. The following year, 
taking a journey to vifit his friend Mr. John Rayne, reilor 
of St. Jameses in Colchefter, and finding him dead, he 
preached his funeral fermon, with which the inhabitants 

were 
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were fa highly pfeafcd, that they warmly recommended. Mr^ 
Bennet to Dr. Compton, bifibop of London, who there- 
upon prefcnted him to that Jiving. The other livings in the 
town being very indifFerently provided for, he was extremely 
followed, and his affiflance defired upon all occafions ; fo 
that he was minifter not only of one parifh, but even in a 
manner of the whole city. The fame year he publiflied at 
Cambridge his Confutation of Popery (k). In 1702, he 
publifhed a traft relative to the feparation of the diflenters, 
intitled^ ADifcourfeof Schifm (l)^ This book being animad- 
verted upon by *Mr. Shepherd, one of the diffenting miniflers 
to whom it was addrcffed by way of letter, the year follow- 
ing he fent abroad a defence of it The fame year he publiihed 
his Anfwer to Mr. Shepherd's Confideratipns on the difcourfe of 
Schifmi and alfo a treatife intitied, Devotions (m). In 1 705, he 

printed 



(k) It was divided into three parts. 
1. Tlie contr. vtify concerning the 
nileoffiith is dettrmined. 2. The 
particular do^rines of the church of 
Rome are confuted. 3. 1 he Popifh 
obje5iions agiiniithe church ofEng- 
laiid are anfwered. A paflT^ge in 
the firft part of this difcourfe (hews, 
that Mr. Bennet did not confider the 
authority of the antient father% as 
at all neceflary or decifive in contro- 
verfies of religion; for having ob- 
fcrved, that when men are obfti- 
nately fet againft an opinion, the 
bare found of a Scripture phrafe 
ihall be called a condemnation of it, 
and thofe that fliall venture to de- 
fend it, muft expefb to be charged 
with nothing lefs than herefy and 
oppoHng: the fcripture ; he proceeds 
thus: *' The antient fathers I2- 
*' boured under the fame misfor- 
** tune. Though they were cmi- 
*' nently pious, yet they felt the 
V biafs of corrupt nature. This is 
** evident from their writings, in 
*' which they have {hewn themfelves 
** to be but men. We that live at 
•' a diftance, and are not immedi- 
*' ately interefted in their difputes, 
** can obferve divers inAances of 
" weaknefs, which we ought to 
** pity, becaufe they are neceflary 
** frailties. They do fometimes load 
** their ad verfaries with fuch charges 
^' as we can hardly efleem juA, and 



" aggravate fome things, ptrhaps 
** beyond their due meafure. They 
** do fometimes infift upon the flighf- 
" eft masters in the heat of their 
** difputes J and lay ^reat ftrefs up- 
** on fome arguments which we can- 
*' not think conclufive. When th"y 
" were poflefTed of an opinion, they 
** feenricd as eager in the defence of 
** it as their fucceffors ; and therew 
" fore we muft not think it ftrange 
** if they were fometimes too hafty, 
" and took thofe things for fubftan- 
** tial proofs, which when narrowly 
** fearched by thofe, who have more 
** leifure and cooler thought$. ap» 
" pear to have been little or nothing 
" to the purpofe.*' Gen DiO. 

(l) Shewing, i. What is meant 
by Schifm. 2. That Schifm is a 
damnable fin. 3. That there Is a 
Schifm between the eftabli/lied church 
of England and the difienters. 4. 
That this Schifm is to be charged on 
the diftenters . fide. 5. That the 
modern pretences of toleration, a- 
greement in fundamentals, &c, wiH 
not excufe the difi!enters from being 
guilty of Schifm. 

(m) viz. Con^efliont, Petitions, 
Interccfiion«, and thankfgivings, 
for every day of the week, and alfo 
he'bre, at, and after the facrament, 
with occ'r'fional prayers fur all ptr- 
fons wbatibevcr. 



129 



B E N N E T; 

printed at C^unbridge, his Confutation of Quak^rirm, and 
in. 1 708, A brief hiftory of the joint ufe of precompofed fct 
forms of prayer (n). In this year likewife came abroad his 
difcourfe of Joint Prayers (o). In 1709, he publi(hed in 
Svo. his Paraphrafe with annotations upon the book of Com'- 
fflon-prayer. In this treatife he obferves, that the ufing of 
the morning- prayer, the litany, and communion^fervicc, 
at one and the fame time in one continued order, is contra* 
ry to the firft intention and pradlice of the church. The 
next piece he made public was a fermon recommending 
charity-fcbools, preached at St. James's church in Colchefter, 
^arch lOth, 1710, and publifhed at the requeft of the 
truftees. The fame year he wrote A letter to Mr. B. Ro- 
binfon, occafioned by his review of the cafe of liturgies and 
their impofition : and foon after, a fecond letten upon die fame 
fubjeft. The year following, he fent abroad his Rights of the 
clergy in the chriftian church, wherein be afferts, that church 
authority is not derived from the people, that the laity have 
no divine right to ele<Sl the clergy, nor to choofe their own 
particular paftors. About this time he took the degree df 
dodor in divinity. In 171 1, he publiihed at London, his 
Directions for ftudying, I. A general fyftem of divinity, ll. gi—^ j^^ 
The thirtv-nine articles. To which is added, St. Jerom's 
epiftle to Nepotianus. The fame year was publifhed his 
cflay on the thirty-nine articles of religion, agreed on in 
1562, and revifed in 1571 (p). Before the publication of 

this 



(n) In which he endeavours ta 
(hew, z. That the antient Jewt^ 
our Saviour, his Apoftles, and the 
priAiitive Chriftians, iiever joined in 
fny prayers, but precompofed Tet 
forms only. 1. That thofe precom- 
pofed fet forms, in which they join- 
ed, were fuch as the refpe^ve con- 
gregations were accuftomed to, and 
throughly acquainted with. 3 . That 
their pradice warrants the impofi- 
tion of a national precompofed li- 
turgy. To this treatife he has an- 
nexed, A difcourfe of the gift of 
prayer, Che intent of which is to (hew, 
that what the diflenters mean by the 
gift of prayer, viz. a faculty of con- 
ceiving prayers ex tempore, is not 
comprifed in fcripture. 

(o) In this piece he ftiews> i. 
IKThat is meant by joint prayer. 
$• Tb^c ihe joint ufe of prayers con* 

Vot, II. 



ceived ex tempore, hinders devotion^ 
and confequently difpleafes God { 
whereas the joint ufe of fuch pre- 
compofed fet, forms, as the congre* 
gation is accuftomed to, and through- 
ly acquainted with, does effec- 
tually promote devotion, and con- 
fequently is commanded by God* 
3. That the lay difTenters are ob- 
liged, upon their own principles, to 
abhor the prayers offered in their 
feparate aflemblies, and to join i^ 
communion with the eftablilhcd 
church. This treatife was anlpiad- 
verted upon in feveral pieces. 

(p) The text being firil .exhibited 
in Latin and Englifii, and the.n^nut- 
eft variations of eighteen of the moft 
antient and adthentic copies carefully 
noted, an account is given of thf 
proceedings of convocation in form- 
ing and fettling the text of the arti- 
cles a 

K 
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' this book, he found, it necefiary to leave Cdchefteri TKe 
other livings being filled u(^ with men of merit and chara£ler, 
in which he was highly ihflrumental, his large congregation 
and his fubfcriptions, which amoahted to near 300 1. a year> 
fell oflF fo, that the income of His two livings of St. James's 
and St. Nicholas, did not amount to 60 1. Wherefore he 
removed to London, and was appointed deputy-chaplain 
to Chelfea^hofpital, under Dr. Cannon. Soon after hap* 
pening to preach the funeral fermon of his friend Mr« 
Erington, lecturer of St. Olaves, in Southwark, it was 
fo highly approved of by that parifli, that he was unani* 
moufly chofen leSurer without the leaft folicitation. We 
find him in 1716, morning-preacher at St. Laurence 
Jewry ; and foon after he was prefented by the dean and 
chapter of St. Pauls, to the vicarage of St. Giles's Cripple- 
gate, worth near 500 1. a year. Whilft in this ftation he 
was engaged in (everal expenfive lawfuits, in defence of 
the rights of that church, to which he recovered 150!. per 
Annum. In 171 6, hepublifhed a pamphlet intitled, ♦' 1 he 
*^ Nonjurors feparation from the public afTemblies of the 
<* church of England examined, and proved to be fchif- 
«* matical upon their own principles j" and the " Cafe of 
*' the reformed epifcopal churches; in Great-Poland, and 
** Polifh Priiffia, in a fermon preached at St. Lawrence 
/* Jewry in the morning, and at St. Olaves, Southwark, in 
<^ the afternoon ; (s) two editions of which were publilbed 
the fame year. In 1717, he publiflied a fpital fermon be- 
fore the lord mayor, aldermen, &c. of London. And 
in 17 1 8, came abroad his ** Difcourfe of the everbleffcd 
*« Trinity in Unity, with an examination of dodor Clark'* 

tlcf 5 the cofttrovct-ted claufc of the fUtc, with att account of the fenfe 

twentieth article i$ demonftrated of our Englifli lawt, and the judg- 

" to be genuine ; and the cafe of fub- ment of archbiOiop Cranmer^ re* 

fcriptton to the articles is confidcrcd lating to that point. But that the 

in point of law, hiftory and con- bulk of tbofe papers being increafed 

Icience, with a prefatory epiftle to fo very much beyond his expeaation, 

Anthony Collins, efqj wherein the he was induced to caft what re- 

^regious faUhoods of the author of niained into a feoond part, which 

Prieftrcaft in perfeftion are expofcd. (hould be publifhed with all conve- 

In the preface, dated at ColcheAer, nient fpeed. But it was never (I* 

Tanuary 13, 1710, he tells us, that niftied by him, though about four 

he intended to have added his thoughts chapters of it were a^ually printed 

concerning church-cenfures, and o- off, 

ther weighty matters, and to have (s) This was occafioncd by a book 

annexed a difcourfe concerning the intitled, A colleaion of papers, writ- 

Jodepeiutoicy of the church on the ten by the iatc R. R* George Hicks, 

*' Scrip- 
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^* Scripture Doftrinc of the Trinity;" (t) in which he treats 
do^or Clarke with great decency and civility. In 1726, hfe 
publifhed his Hebrew Grammar, (u) He died of an apo- 
plexy at London, 0<^ober the 9th, 1728, aged fifty-five*. 
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D. D. I7i6» in which the church of 
England was charged with herefy> 
ifchifm, perjury, and treafon. Dr. 
Bennet*^ traft proved however un- 
iatitfadory to many perfonsj and 
fevcral replies were iriade to it^ 
particularly in a pamphlet intitled^ 
The Layman* s Vindication of the 
^harch of England, as well againft 
Mr. Howell*s charge of (chifm, as 
againft Dr. Bennetts pretended an- 
fwer to it ; and another^ dated Oc- 
tober the 22d9 1716, and inti tied. 
Dr. Bennet*s concefliohs to the non- 
jurors, pri^ired to be deftmdive to the 
caufe which he endeavours to de- 
fend, as they make the nonjurors to 
be catholicks, and his own commu- 
hion to be fchifmatical $ in a letter 
to a friend. London, ijij, in 8vo. 
M(- James Pierce, an eminoit difljin- 
ting mini(ler> wrote likewife A letter 
to Dr. Bennet, occafioned by his late 
treatife concerning the nonjurors fe- 
paration, &c. dated at Exeter, No- 
vember the 13th, 1716, and print- 
ed in 17 17. 

(t) This difcourfe was afterwards 



animadverted upon by Thomas Bm« 
lyp, in a piece publiihed. in 171 g, 
intitled. Dr. Bennet's new theory 
of the Trinity examined, of fomc 
confiderations on his difcourfe of the 
ever hlefled Trinity in Unity, and 
his exMninadon of Dr. Clark's fcrip- 
ture dod^rine of the Trinity. It 
was alfo replied to in another tra^, 
printed in 1719, under the title df 
A modeft plea for the baptifmal and 
fcripture notion of the Trinity ■$ 
wherein tne fchemes of the reve- 
rend Dr. Bcnnct, and Clarke, are 
compared, by Mr. John Jackfon, 
reaor of Roffington, in Yorkthire. 

(u) The title is Thdmae Bennet, 
S. T. P. Crammatica Hebrxa^ cuni 
uberrima Praxl, in uftim Tironum, 
qui linguamHebream abfq.praecepto* 
ris vivd voce (idq.in brevifllmo tern- 
poris compendio) edifcere cupiunt^ 
Accedit coniilium de Audio prasci- 
puarum linguarum orientalium, He- 
braee fcU. Chaldaee> Syrae, Sama- 
riunae, & Arabicie^ inilicaendo * 
perfiqendo. 



BENNET, (CRisTOPHKft) was born In Somerfetfliire, gj;,^ j^^ 
about the yearvi6i;^, a^d educated at Lincoln-college, Ox- 
ford, wheriB he was "fcntered a commoner, in the year 
163a. After taking both his degrees in arts, he entered 
tipon the phyfic line, and afterwards was ele£led a fellow 
of the college of phvficians in London, where he praflifed 
with fuccefs. He died in April 1655. His writings are 
Theatri tabidoriun veftibulum,— ^Exercitationcs diagnofli^ae 
cum hiftoriis demonflrativis, quibus alimentorum et fan-, 
guinis vitia deteguntur in plerifque morbis. He alfo cor- 
reeled and enlarged do£tor Moufet's treatife entitkd, Health's 
improvement. 

. BENOIT, (RENATUs)a famous do^or of the Sdrbonne»v 

l>orn at Sevenieres> near Angers. He was a fecret favourer 

K a of 
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of the {nroteftaot religion, and being deficous that his coun« 
Uryinen might have the JBible to read in tbeir own tongue, 
be publiflied a French tranflation, by the lefomied mi- 
nifters at Geneva ; whic;b9 though it was approved jof by feve- 
ral doAors of the Sorbonne, before it went to prefs ; and 
Ltttret^c king Charles IX. had granted a privilege for the printing 

St^osStT ^^ ^^ » y^ ^' ^^^" ^^ ^* ^^^ pubKlhed, it was condemned. 
slia* In 1587, king Henry III. appointed Benoit reader and re- 
gius proyfeiTor of divinity in the ooUege o^ Navarre, at Paris; 
He had been, before that time, confoflbr to Mary queen of 
^Scots, during her ftay in France, and attended her when 
the returned into Scotland. Some time before the deat^ 
of Henry HI. Benoit publi/hed a book intitled, '^Apelogie 
Catholique ;'' in which he endeavoured to prove, that the 
proteftant rdigion which Henry king of Navarre profef- 
Icd, was not a fufficient reafon to deprive him of his right 
J^^ pi fucceiSon to the crown of France. After the murther of 
iMii.t'p. Menry III. an anfwer was written to this book, tovi^ich 
§^ Dr. Benoit made a reply (a). When king Henry IV. had 
xefolved to embrace the Roman Catholick religion, he wrote 
io Benoit, commanding him to comie and meet him. Be- 
noit confuked thereupon with the pope's legate, who was 
then at Paris, but he advifed him to return for anl^r, that 
ke could not go without the pope's permiilion. However 
Benoit affiled fome time after at the conference held at St. 
Dennis, where it was refolved, that the king having given 
fufficient proofs of his foith and repentance, might be re- 
conciled to the church without waiting for the pope's con- 
thttfivf,, fent* ^enoit alfo affifted at that aflembly, in which king 
lUKMi. Henry, abjured the reformed religion, and having embraced 
^*'* the Roman Catholic faith, was abfolved by the archbifliop 

€f Bourges. The king promoted him afterwards, in the 

J ear 1697, to the biftioprick of Troyes in Champagnej^ 
ut he could never obtain the pope's buUs^ to be. inftall'd. 



(a) Tbh reply contains fix chap- pubKdcty or lawfottx before the com- 

iers, in which the author endeavours cil of Trent. 4. That that council 

to IheWy I. That the Roman Ca^ is not a lawful one, 5. That it it 

tiiotidu and the Huguenots have the not admitted in France. 6. That 

Ikme faith, a. That they both dif- therefore the Huguenots muil be 

ferfrom the primitive church in mat- coniidered as true members of the 

tors of ceremony ; that therefore the . catholic.apoilolic^and Roman church. 

latter ought not to be condemned BibUoth. Univerh ft luftor. tom» %$ 



upon that account. %. .That the p« 54.7^ 
•fUStwDotf o^cr were eooAwM^ 



Ho«^ 
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Howeta'^ be ^ofe& tte temporalities of diat blAoprick 
'tlH the year 1604, when he refign'd it with the king's leave 
t9 Renatus de Bieflay, archdeacon of Angers. He died 
at Paris^ March 7th, 1^08, and was bitiried near the great 
adtar hi his pariih df St. Eufta^us ; and Dr. Cayet pro-* 
nounced his funeral oration* 

BENSERADE, (Isaa6 jMt) a French poet of fhe laft 
century, b6rn at Lions, near Rocan. Be was bom but not 
educated a proteftant, his father having turned catholic when 
\ be was very youag, Whca Benferade was about feven of 
eight years of age, he went to be confirmed ; the biihopr 
who performed the ceremony, afked him if he was not wil- 
Kng to change his nam^ of Ifaac, for oa^ noore ehriftian. 
WiA all niy heart, replied he, provided I get any thing hy 
the exchange. The bifliap, furprized at fuch a ready an-^ 
fwer,^ would not change his name. Let h& name be Ifaao 
fiill, .&td he, for whatever it is, he wiU become famous* Prefiee of 
Benfefade loft his fadieif ilrhen he was very young, and j^- Jj*^ 
being fcft with very Kttle fortune, and this muth involved J^'^^^Jf^,^ 
in law^ he chofe rather to give it up, than fiie fpr itt worki, Puii 
We have been told by fome authors, that he was related t^ i^gr* 
cardinal RidiHeu, a^id' that the cardinal took care of hid ^^^'^^ 
education; 'tis certain however, that Beofci^de foon b^ 
came fiunous at court, for his wit and poetry, attd that 
Richlieu granted him a penfion, which wd» continued ViU 
the death of this cardinal ; and it is probably that Benfe* 
fade would have fbund the fame prote^on in the ducheft 
of Aigutllon, if the following four verfes^ Which be i?iad^ 
te the death of the cardinal, had not given her great offejtcei 

Cj P&y ou! glAr, par la port^bfeUt 
Le cardinal ^ Richelieu ; \ 

£(f ce qui caufe ihon ehiuiyy 
Ma^penfioa aweqluy* 

*^ Here lies, alas ! 'tis true, ... 
^* CJood cardinal de Rkheli^ui 
•« But whatln truth difturbs rflfe moft 
<« Is, that with him my penfioifs Idft. 

After tbe death of Richlieu, Je got into favour With the . 
duke de Breze, whom he accompanied in moft of his ex- ^^^* J{ 
pcditionsj and when riiis nobleman' died,^ heKturned to *^' , 

K 3 courts 
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court, where his poetry became highly cftccmcd. We are 
yol.i p! ^^'^ '" ^"^ ^^ Coftar'sletters to the march ionefsde Lavar- 
^o, ' ' din, that Benferade was named Envoy to Chriftina, queen 

of Sweden; 'tis certain however, that he never went in 

this employment ; hence the humorous Scarron thus dates aa 

epifile of his to the countefs de Fiefque : 

L'an que le Sieur de Benferade 
N'alla point a fon Embafiade. 

<< The year in which M. Benferade did not go on his enw 
<< bafly". 

Benferade had furprixing fuccefs in what he compofed for 
Jhe king's interludes. There was quite an original turn in thefe 
compofitions, which charaAerized at once the poetical di- 
vinities, and the perfons who reprefented them. ** With 
<* the defcription of the Gods and other perfons^es, fays 
Tttof* ^c the. author of the Recueil dc bons contes, fuppofcd ta 
<* be M. de Calliere, who were reprefented in thefe inter-? 
^* ludes, he mixed lively piiftures of the courtiers who reprc- 
•* fented them. He therein often difcovered their incli-' 
<' nations, attachments, and even their moft fecret advcn- 
<' tures ; but in fo agreeable, fo delicate, and fo concealed a 
•* manner, that thofe who were rallied, were the firft 
<* who were pleafed at it^ and his jefts left no refentment 
** or concern in their minds, which is a mark of their per- 
** fefkion." The fonnet which Benferade fent to a young 
lady, with his paraphrafe on Job, rendered his name very> 
famous. A parallel was drawn betwixt it» and the Urania^ 
of Voiture, and a difpute thence arofe, which divided the 
Wits, and the whole court. Thofe who gave the preference to 
that of Benferade, were ftyl'd the Jobifts, and their antago- 
nifts, the Uranifts. The prince of Conti declared himfelf a Jo- 
bift. *', The one fonnet (faid he, meaning that of Voiture) 
pi^fttr«»ii. ** '® ^^^^ grand and finifhed ; but I would rather have been 
to biiVan. ** the author of the other." Benferade w^ote Rondeaux 
flat! ofju- upon Ovid, fome of which are reckoned tolerable, but upon 
Meplgiana, ^^^ whoIe thfey are not nmch ^fteeoKid. He applied hinx- 
P 189 ad/ felf to work$ of piety fome years before his deathi and tran- 
HoU«dit. flated almoft all th^ pfafms. M. L'Abbe 0]ivetfays, that 
rlcad*^* B^nffjradp towards die latter' end of his life, withdrew fron^ 
• * cpurt, and made Gentilly the place of his retirement. Whei^ 
})e wa$ a joiith, he fays it was the cuftom to vifit the re^ 
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mains of the ornaments with which Benferade had embe?« 
]tihed his houfe and gardens, where every thing favoured of 
his poetical genius. The barks of the trees were full of 
infcriptions (a), and amongft others, he remembers the fir(( 
which prefented itfelf, was as follows, \ 

Adieu fortune, honneurs, adieu vous et l^s votres, 

Je viens ici vous oublter. 
Adieu toi-meme amour, bien plus que les autres 

Difficile a congedier. 

Fortune and honours all adieu. 
And whatfoe*er belongs to you. 

I to this retirement run. 

All your vanities to (bun. 
Thou too adieu, O powerful love ; 
From thee 'tis hardeft to remove. 

Mr. Voltsure is of opinion that thefe infcriptions were the 
beft of his prodiidions, and he regrets that they have not 
been collefled together. 

Benferade fufFered at laft fo much from die itone, that not-> 
withftandine his great age, he refolved to fubmit to the 
operation of cutting. But his conftancy was not put to this 
lsL& proof J for a furgeon letting him blood, by way of pre- 
caution, pricked an artery, and inAead of endeavouring to 
flop yhie eiFufion of blood, ran away. There was but juft 
time to call F. Commire, his friend and confeiTor, who came 
foon enough to fee him die. This happ<?ned thei 9th of Oc- 
tober, 1691, in the Sod year of hi$ age. 

(a) Mr. Olivet gives the following 5, Paraphrafe (in vcrfe) fur let 

catalogue of the works of Benfe- aeuf lecons de Job. Paris^ 

rade. i^mo. 1638. 

|. Cleopatra, a tragedy^ Pari« 6, Meleagre, a tragedy. Paris, 

4to. 1636. 410.1641. 
•• La mort d* Achille, et la difpute 7*^^ pucelle D^Orleans, a tra- 
de (csarmes. Paris 410. 1637. gedy. Paris, 4(0. 1678. 

3. Iphis Sc Jante, a comedy. Pa- 9. Fables D^Efope en Qijatraingt 

ris, 410,1637. Paris, Syo, 1678, 

4. Guftaphe, a tragi-comedy, Pas, 10. Oeuvrcs diverfes, in twq vo- 

ris, 4to. 1^37 ♦ lumes, Paris, i^mp. i^sil* 

BENTHAM, (Thomas) was born about the year 151^, 
at Shirebourne in Yorkfliire, and educated at Magdalen- ^'^^* ^"^^ 
^yege, in Oxford, where he took his degrees in arts. He 

K ^ wan 
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wat admitted perpetual fellow of that cdtege, m 
1546; after which he applied himfelf wholly to 
the ftudy of divinity, and the Hebrew language. He was 
before well flcilled in the Latin and Greek tongues. 
In the reign of king Edward VI. he was very zealous 
9gainfl; popery; upon which account, and for his en- 
deavouring, together with one Henry Bully of the fame • 
college, to wreft the cenfer out of the hands of the Cho- 
rifiers, as they were going to offer their Cuperflittous tacenfe^ 
FoUet's ^^ ^^^ ejected from his fellowfhip, by the vifitors appointed 
wortbtes in by queen Mary. Whereupon he retired firft to Zurich, and 
Yorkfliire, after to Bafil, in Switzerland, and became preacher to the 
1^*2^1^^ Engl iih exiles. Being afterwards recalled by fome of his 
brethren he returned to London, where he lived privately and 
' in difguife, and was made fuperintendant of a proteftant 
congregajtion, which met together by ftealth to the raimber 
of an huhdred, fometimes two hundred. Notwithftsmding 
the rigid proclamation, ** That no man fhould either pray for 
_ •* ol* (peak t<J, or once fay, God blcfs them,"" (that is, perfens 
condemned, or about to fuffer for their religion) Benthaia 
feeing the fire fet to fome of them, turning his eye^ to tht 
people, faid, **Wfeknow they are people of God, and there- 
fore we cannot chufe but wifhthem well, and, Godftrengthen 
them ; and fo he boldly cried out, Almighty God, for Chrift's 
fake ftrengthert them i" upon which all the people with one 
tftyljnU siccord cried. Amen, amen 5 the noife whereof was {o great# 
Uftoryof^heand the cryers fo many, that the officers knew nc^ whofil 
2^^**°">they were to fciae on, or with whom they were to be^a 
qwM^MtfX, ^^^^ accufatioB* In the fecond year of que&n Elizabeth^ 
7?>8o. he was nominated to the fee of Lichfield and Coventry, upon 
W^'^of* *^® deprivation of Dr. Ralph Rayne, a violent perfecuting 
tbereformat. papift* He publiihed a fermon^ on Matt. iv. i— iiv primed 
▼oi. ii. p. at London. BiOiop Burnet fays, he tranflated into EngUfh 
iiwir Bf't ^^^ ^^^'^ ^^ Pfalms, at the command of queen Elizabeth, 
'* tvfaen an Englilh verfion of the Bible was to be made, and 
that he libewiretranflatedEzechiel and Daniel. He died at 
Eccleflial, in StaiFord(hire,(A) the feat belonging Oo the fee> 
February 19, 1578, aged fixty-five years, 

(a) He was buried in tlie cHancel effigies of hUnftlf^ hiA wife dnd fpur 
of the church there^ having over his childrePi 
grave, a (lone of alabader, with the 

BENTIVOGLIO, (Guy) cardinal, born at Ferrara, in 
lih« year 1579. He went to ftudy at ^adua, where he made 
% coolld^rabl^ proficiency in polite literature. He was 

at 
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at; tlila phce m O^ober 15979 when Alfonfo, duke of Fer- 
rar?, died. Caefar the duke's coufm claimed the right of fuc« 
ceffion, but the pope oppofed bhn. The marquis Hippo- ^ 
lyte Bentivdglio^ brother to Guy, cfpoufed the caufe of 
Caefar, and put himielf at the keadof his troops, which ex* 
trcmely irritated cardinal Aid robrand in, Nephew to Clement 
VIII. who commanded die ecclefiaflical troops. Guy left 
Padua, in order to wait upon Aldrobrandin, and to en- 
deavour to appeafit his refentment. He fucceeded in his en- 
deavours, being the chief inflrument in bringing about that 
peace which was concluded the January following. Guy 
BenCivoglio was aftei this extremely well received by the 
pope, who made him his chamberlain, and gave him leave 
to go and finifli hi& ftudies at Padua. Upon his leaving 
the luiiverfky, hs vfent to refid^ at Rome, where he be- 
came univerfally eileemed. He was fent nuncio to Flan- 
ders, and .then to France, in both which employments his Moreri. 
behaviour was fuch as gave great fatisfadlion to Paul V. 
who made him a cardinal, which was the laft propiotion he 
made a little before his death, which happened on the 28th^ 
of January 1621. Bentivoglio was at this time inFrance^ 
wt^re Lewis XIII. and all the French court congratulated 
him on his new dignity, and when he returned to Rome, 
his chriftian majelly entrufted him with the management' 
of the French afeirs at that court. Pope Urban VII. had » 
high efleem for hioi, for he was of opinion , he could not 
find a friend more faithful and difincerefted than cardinal 
$entivogtio, nor one who bad a more confummate know- 
ledge in bufinefs. He was beloved by the people, and ef- 
teem^d by the cardinals ; and his qualities were fuch, that ia 
all probability he would have been raifed to the pontificate on 
the d^atb of Urban, which happened on the 29ih Ju- 
ly, 1644, but the cardinal having gone to the conclave 
during the time of the mod intolerable heats at Rome, it 
affe£i:ed his body to fuch a degree, that he coiJd not fleep foi 
eleven nights afterwards, and this want of reft threw him 
into a fever, of which he died the 7th of September 1644^ 
being then fixty-'five years of age. He has left feveral works, 
the moft remarkable of which are his hiftory of the civil 
wars of Flanders^ an account of Flanders^ with his letters 
jmd mernoirs, 

BENTLEY, (Richard) an eminent critick and divine, 
was t^e fbri of a mechanic tradefman at Wakefield in York* 
fliire, vrhere be was bom in the year 1662, and probably 

received 
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received the firft part of his education at the free-(chooI ill 
that town; whence being removed to St. John's college in 
Cambridge, he followed his ftudies with indefatigable in- 
duftry, and his inclination leading him ftrongly to critical 
learning, his ikill and knowledge therein was taken notice 
of by Dr. Edward Stillingfleet, who was bred at the fame 
col!ege,and in 1685 appointed him private tutor to his Ton. Mr. 
Bentley had not been above a year in the Dr's family^ when 
he had compiled in a thick volume in 4to» a kind of Hexapla ; 
in the firft volume of which was every word of the Bible al- 
phabetically difpofed ; the various interpretations whereof 
from the Chaldee, Syriac, vulgar Latin, Septuagint, , and 
the verfions of Aquila, Symmachus, andTheodofian^had their 
proper place in the other five volumes ; befides another 
4to. volume of the various ledions and emendations of the 
Hebrew text drawn out of thofe ancient verfions. As he 
proceeued, his views became more enlarged, and he had an 
opportunity of fatisfying them in the Bodleian library in 
1689, when he attended his pupil to Wadham college in 
Oxford, where he was incorporated mafler of arts July 4th 
that year, having taken that degree fome time before in his 
own univerfity. He was then alfo in holy orders, and his 
patron (to whom he had been very ferviceable) being advanced 
to the fee of Worcefter in 1692, collated him to a prebend 
in that church, into whjch he was inftalled October the 
fecond that year, and alfo made him his domeftic chap- 
"Willit's ca- Jain, in which laft ftation he continued till his lordfhip's 
J'J;'^g*^J°^- death. That learned prelate as well as Dr. Will. Lloyd, 
then biftiop of Litchfield, had feen many proofs of our au- 
thor's extraordinary merit, (A) when they concurred in re- 
commending him as a fit perfon to open the lectures upon 
Mr. Boyle's foundation, in defence of natural and revealed 
religion. 

This gave him a fine opportunity of eftablifhing his 
fame. He faw it well ; and refolved to pufli it to the 
utmoft. Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia had been , publifliect 
but a few years, and the book was little know^ and lefs un- 
flerftood ; Mr. Rentley therefore determined to fpare ^o pain^ 

(a) Beiides private communica- tells us himfelf^ was both wrote ftii4 

tions, our auihor had wrote a Latin publifhed by the exprefs defire of the 

addrefs to Or. Mill, principal of St. brlhop of Lichfield, Bentley againft 

£dmond*s Hall in Oxford, containing Boyle. Pref. p. 88. Mr. H6dy wa« 

fome critical obfervations upon Ma- appointed college tutor to young Mr. 

lala, which was Hibjoined to the e- btillingfleet, and was afterwards his 

dition of that preek hifloriographer, father's chaplain. See his article \fi 

printed at Oxford, in 169 1, by Mr. Bjog. Brit, voU 4* 



Humphry Hody. This epiftl?^ ^e 



in 
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Ift' difplaylng to the beft advantage, the profound demonflra* 
dons which that excellent v^rk furnifhed in proof of a deity ; 
and that nothing might b^ wanting which lay in his power 
to compleat the defign, he applied to the author, and received 
from him the folution of feme difSculties which had not 
ftdlen withm the plan of his treatife (b). Our author alfo 
did not forget to heighten the novelty of his plan, by intro- 
ducing and afierting mr. Locke's lately advanced notion con- 
cerning the innate idea of a God in his iirft fermon. With the 
help of fuch advantages Mr, Bentley's fermons, at Boyle's lee* 
tures^ became the wonder and admiration of the world, and 
faifed the higheft opinion of thepreacher's abilities. Accordingly 
he foon reaped the fruits o{ his reputation, being appointed 
keeper of the royal library at St. James's palace upon the 
death of mr. Juftel the following year; for which the war* 
rant was made out of the fecretary's office December 23* 
^[693, and the patent in April 1694. But he was fcarce- 
]y well fettled in diis office when he fell under the difplea* 
ftre of the honourable mn Charles Boyle, eldeft fon to the 
eari of Orrery ; a young nobleman of the greateft hopes,* 
who being then in the courfeof his education at Chrift-church 
college, fn Dxf6rd, refolved to put out a new edition of the 
Greek. cpiffles of Phalaiis, -for which purpofe having ob-. 
tained the ufe of a MS* of the book out of St. James's li- 
brary,' our librarian demanded it back fooner than was ex- 
pected, and before the d6fign of confulting it was . finiflied. 
This being refented ' by Mr, Boyle, gave rife to the well 
known controverfy betwixt fioyle and Bentley, which was There is « 
carried on with admirable fpirit, wit and learning, in fe- lift of the 
veral writings on both fides, 'till the year 1699, sind^^^^fj^^ 
gave our authof anpther opportunity of furprifing the by this con- 
worl^ with his genius and knowledge in critical learning : trpverfy in 

Biogr. Brit* 

(b) This wis the hypotheiis of highljr commendable ; and if he had • 

deriving the frame of the world, hy be^ equafly diligent in confulting 

iii^chanic piinciples, from matter the Principia, he would have pre vent- 

evenly fpread through the heavens, ed that efcape of proving the moon 

which is fo clearlyftated and computed not to turn round her own axis, be- 

hy that incomparable mathematiciaii caufe (he always fhews the fame face 

and philofopHer, as his miknner was, to the earth. A miftake in thefs 

that the reader curious in thefe mat- fermons, which laid him Open to the 

ters will be glad to perufe it in fbur raillery of Dr. Keill, who, indigated 

letters from Sir Ifaac Newton to Dr. by the wits of Chrift-church, did 

^tley, 6fr. Lond. 175^, 8vo, not fpare to bang him with his own 

Mr. Bentley's diligence in confult- flaili See KelU (John's) article in 

PI fir Ifaac 00 this occafion way Biog. Brit, vol. 4. 

and 
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and Df . Montague dying the aeit ^siTf he WM prdbnt^ 
ed by the ciown to the in2^ft6rflii(> ef Trinity Cc^gein Own- 
bfidge. Upod this promotion be refitneA bis prekend ^f Wor- 
cefter, and wa& collated to the aseiiocacoiiry of Ely, June k2» 
1707. Befides this he was pfefeated to ^good beadice in that 
'iiland, and bad the honour of being f^apl^bodi tokii^ Wil- 
liam and queen Anne. ^ 

Having thus obtained eafe and . afflnesce, and bo* 
noiXf he took his dodor's degree ki divinity^ entered 
into matrimony, and indulged Ms inclination in criti-'^ 
cal purfuits ; and as he g»re the fruits of his khour^ oc-^ 
cafionaliy to the public, thefe were obierved feveral^ to 
abound with fo nluch profound erudition, and ingenious fi^a- 
city, that he grew by degrees up to the cbarader of being Ao 
firft critic of his age (e)« In the nvean tim^ he carried m^*^ 
ters with fo high a hand in the govermnlentof his college, tj^t 
m 1709, a complaint was brought before die biAfop of Ely, 
as vificor, agahift him by feveral of the feUows, who,in order to 
have him removed from the mafterflitp, charged himwitb 
embezlii^ the college money, and other m^em^uiofrs* 
Li ^anfwer ^ to this, he prefen^ his defence to the billK^ 
which was publiflied in 1710, Wder the titk of die PrefenC 
tftateof Trmity College^ 8to« and ^u begun a^Mtagcpiar*^ 



(e\la the Bio^. Brit, t. *.p» 734. 
(Rem.) may be feen a lift of the 
authors both at home and abroad, 
vrho have made him the higheft com* 
plimentson tMs head$b«t tbeie, tho* 
raired as high atrwords oovld blow 
them up^ may perhaps be jnniy 
valued a tittle below the flandard of 
impartial judged, efpecially as they 
oome from others- wh» couki iftot 
fiave fathomed the whole depth of his 
erudition k> accurately as^ he hiiiiie!f 
was able to do. Such therefore muSb 
needs be better pleafed with the ap- 
count of it given from hifr own 
mouth by* the ingenious Mr. WU« 
Ham Whiiloo, who fpeakuig of ano- 
ther great critkk, Mr. Wa0Q of 
^ynho in Nortba^mftonihire^ one 
snore learned, as he obferves, than 
any bi(hop in England finpe bifliop 
l4oyd» relates a laying of Dr. Bent* 
ley> as well known, that, wheQ he 
fliould be himfelf dfiadi Waflc would 



be tbe aloft letmsd mm'm CfigUmI* 
WhiftonV inem)MrS| Sec* v.. i. p. 
212* edit* 1753. Befides tho(i$ al* 
ready mentioned, the pieces whkH he 
foltiQktd within the period itttimat* 
ed in the text are s i. Acplkifitioii 
ef the fragmena of CalUmad^us^ wltli 
notes, printed in 1697, by Graeyius^ 
ih his eiKtion of that pdet^s works. 
a. Nones «poii the two ficft oottie*' 
dies of Ariilophanes, pubruhed at 
AmAerdam, in 17x0. jtSmfada* 
tionesi Sec, on the fragments of Me* 
nander and Philemon^ printed about 
the iame time at Kfaeims, This he 
(ubfcribed by the feigned name dfPhi- 
leleutherus lipfienfis. 4^ Under that 
chara^ be appeare'U again in 1713^ 
in bis remarks upon Go]lins*s dif-« 
courfe of free-thinjking, which is ,al- 
ways^ reckoned anoong his capital 
pieces ; as well as (5} His edition of 
Horace, wh^h Mt c^xne^ out in 
171U 



rfel, 
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ijdj ^bich having the jiatuce of a bdltim intefiinum, «a9 
carried on like other civil wart^ with the aioft virulent 
animofity on each tide, till after above twenty years coati* 
aiiance, it ended at bft 19 the do&or's favour, (d) 

Nor was this the only trial, which exercifed hisfpirit, an^ 
wJKf ein he triumphed alio iinally over his ad verfaries. Durii^g 
the course of the foriner difpute, he had been pronioted to the 
regius profeflbrfliip of divinigr, and his late nujdOy king 
George I. on a vifittotbeuaiverfity inO£lober I7i7,hav« 
iiig nofloinated by aia^date, as uitial on fuch occauons» fe* 
veral peribns for a doctor's degree in that faculty } our pro* 
fefiof, to whole office it belonged by cuftom to perform the 
ceremony called creation, made a demand ^f four guineas 
bom each pcribn as a fee due to this office, befides a biro^ul 
ipieoe of gold ^9 which had cuftooiarily aUb been leceiv- 
>ed as a prefent, and abfbkitely refu&d to create any do^or 
without the fee ; hence there grew a loOg and warm difputf , 
during which the doctor w^ firft fufpended from his degrees 
by the univerfityy Odober 3, 171S, and then d^ad«d 
00 the 27th of that month ; but on a petition to his ma* 
ftOy for relief from that fentpnce, the s^air was referred 
by the cowicil to the court of King's-B«nch> w&u:e the 
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(o) There Is ft large aeccmt of 
this difpnte* sad feveral books wrote 
in it^ in the Bi<^. Brit. vol. %• But 
it may not be amifs to add the re- 
HeaioDS of Mr. Whifton upon it, 
vrho having informed ns that the Dr. 
was fent on parpofe by fix eminent 
biihope, to whom king WiUiam had 
committed the difpofal of many of 
the eccleiiailical prefermentsin the gift 
of the crown, to reftore diftipline 
and leamkig in Trinity-ooUcge, ob- 
lerves, that for about fbOr years he 
did endeavour it to an eminent de- 
gree, proceeding up to the bottom 
ftem, very dire^ly, and examined 
evei(y candidate lor foholadhips and 
fellowfliips thoroughly, and (ieemed 
as near as poflible to have given eve- 
ry one the place he really deferved | 
but at an eledion for fellowfliipt, 
«bottt xyos* or 1704, be ventured 
fyr once only, as he fold, to recede 
Ixom that excellent role Detw Dig' 
niorL The reafons for doing fo,^ 
this once, he told me were their two| 

f, that Mr.Stubbs, the lefs defcrv* 



{ng, . was nephew to Dr. Stubbs, 
vice-maAer of the college, who was 
io rich, that he could give the col- 
lege io,oool. (though by the way 
I never heard that he gave it one 
groat)) the other i-eafon was, that this 
Savour would probably engage tbo 
vice-mafter to ftick by him at ln fu- 
ture ele^ons, by which means he 
would in a manner govern them all 
as he pleafed . Thus he broke in iip- 
mi bis integrity, an<l I think he ne- 
ver after returned to it,x but aded fa 
ill as to be accufed before two fuccef- 
five bi(hops of £ly,Moore and Green» 
and in efeA ordered to be expelled 
by them both, for male-adminiftra- 
tion, which be efcaped with great 
difficulty, by only certain niceties of 
law and ambiguity of ftatutes. Whlf- 
ton*s memoirs, ubi fupra, p. 1051 to 
107. 

^^ Commonly a Jacobus worth 
%^s. Thefcas well as the Carolus'a 
of 23 8. have been called 10, and none 
coined fince. 

pro- 
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proceedings againft him b^lng reverfed, a mandarhtte t)^ 
iffued on the 7th of February the fame year, charging tht 
univerfity to rcftore him. 

He was happily endued with a natural hardinefs of temper, 
which enabled him to ride out both thefe ftorms without any ex- 
traordinary difturbance, fo that he went on as before in the ci- 
reer of literature, where he never failed to make a moft confpi- 
cuous figure. The 5th of November, 1715* he preached a fer- 
' mon before the Univerfity, which was printed with the title of, 
A fermon upon popery ; and fome remark^ being publifhtfd 
upon it, the doSor anfwercd in a piece intitled, RdBedionscAi 
the fcandalous afperfions caft on the clergy,, by the authdr 
of the Remarks, &c. This came out in 1717, 8vo. He 
had the preceding year printed fom^ account of an edition 
which he intended to give of the New Teftament, in Greek; 
and having revolved die defign in his mind for the fpaceof 
four years, he put out in 1721, propofals for printing it by 
fubfcription, together with the Latin veriion of St. Jerom, 
to which a fpecimen of the whole was annexed. Thefe 
were attacked warmly by Dr. Conyers Middleton, who had 
been a fellow of his college, and was from the-firft, and all a- 
2u trr^Stl '^"S continued to be, a principal leader among his antagonifts 
cdat ^i^gth there. Several pam{^lets paffed upon the occafion on each fide, 
intheBi<gr. {i\\ the mailer r^folved to drop his defign, and his condud 
But. vd. 2, iherein ^as generally approved by his greatcft admiren, who 
could not help thinking the attempt too bold to hope forfucceft, 
even from his abilities, great as they confeiTedly wete ; and 
no doubt he took ar much happier courfe in turning his at- 
tention to Terence's Plays, of which he publifhed a moft cu- 
rious edition with annotations in 1726, 4to, accompanied 
with a fchediafma, concerning the metre and accents in the 
verfes of that excellent Latin Poet, which he reftored 
to their primitive accuracy and elegance. This was publiih* 
cd a fecond time the following year at Amfterdam, with fome 
corrections and additions by our author, who alfo annexed 
thereto, a beautiful edition with notes of Phaedrus's Fables in 
^ latin. The laft piece, which cmploved the doctor's critical 

talents was Milton's Paradife Loft, a new edition of 
which he gave the public in 1732, 4to, with notes and emen- 
dations : but though fome of thofe exhibited ftrong proofs of 
his mafterly genius, yet in the main here was a great falling 
ofF, fuch as evidently difcovered that he now drew near the 
lees. Indeed he grew apparehtly ferifible of his decay, ami 
though he continued on this fide the grave ten years longer,yet 

he 
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he ianguifhed the remainder of his days a miles emeriiUs^ 
feeble and inactive to his death, which happened July 14, 
1742, at the age of fourfcore years. He died in his lodge 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, and was buried in that chap- 
pel to which he had been a confiderable benefactor, (e) His 
literary character is known in all parts of Europe, wherever 
learning is known ; and in his private character he was 
hearty, fincere and warm in his friendfhip, an affectionate- 
ly tender huftand, and a moft indulgent father ; he loved hof- 
pitality and refpect, maintained the dignity and munificence 
of the ancient Abbots in houfe-keeping at his lodge, which 
he beautified with ftately fafli-windows, and marble chim- 
ney-pieces; and in conversation he tempered the hard mouthed 
feverity of the critic, with fuch a peculiar ftrain of vivacity * 
and pleafantry as was very entertaining. 

By his wife, who was a woman of an excellent character (f), 
and died before him in 1740, he had threc;children ; a fon called 
after his own name, and two daughters, Elizabeth and Joan- 
na. His fon was bred under his wing at Trinity College, 
where he was chofen a fellow, and fucceeded his father in the 
library- keeper's place of St. James's, butrefigned it in- 1745. 
His eldeft daughter Elizabeth was knarried about the year 

1727, to fir Humphry Ridge, eldeft fon to Ridge, 

Efq; brewer to the Navy at l^ortfmouth, a gentleman of 
an ample fortune. The youngeft, Joanna,* efpoufed not 
long after, the eldeft fon of Dr. Richard Cumberland, the 
karned bifliop of Peterborough, the firft ifllie of which 
match is now [1758] a fellow of Trinity College, and a 
barrlftcr at law. 

(e) He gave loel. towards re- loft her, by ftarting to her anob- 

paring it, &c. not long- after his jeAion againft the book of Daniel, at 

obtaining the mafterHup, at a time if its author in defcribing Nebuchad- 

wben^ befides his other preferraents, . nezzar's image of gold, Dan. 6. to be 

he had three young noblemen at 60 cubits high, and but 6 cubits 

once in his lodge under his tuition, broad, knew no better, than that 

•t the rate of 200I. per annum, as men's height were ten tinics their 

it faid. breadth, whereas it is well known 

(p) Mr. Whifton tells us, that to be not more than fix times ; which, 

when the dod^or was courting tliis fays he, made the good lacly wee^« 

lady, who was a moit excellent chrif- Memoirs^ &C. p. 95. V. !« 
tian woman, he had like to have 

BERNARD^ (St.) one of the fathers of the church, 
bom in the year 1091, in the village of Fountaine in Bur- 
gundy. In H15, rhe monaftery of Clairvaux was found- 
ed, and Bernard was made the firft abbot of this religious 
^Qufej where many famous men were bred up under his 

tuition. 
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tuition. He acquired fo great eftecm amondl ihe cle^, 
nobility, and common people, that no ecclefiaftical affair 
or difpiite was carried on without having recourfe to his ad- 
vice. It was owing to him, that Innocent II. was ac- 
knowledged fovereign pontiff, and after the death of Peter 
Leonis, anti-pope, that ViSor, who had been named fuc- 
ceflbr, made a voluntary abdication of his dignity. He 
convidled Abelard at the council of Sens, in the year 1140. 
He oppofed the monk Raoul, he perfecuted the followers of 
Arnaud de BreiTe, and in 1148, he got Gilbert de la For- 
vice, bifhop of Poitiers, and Eonde I'Etoile to be con- 
denmed in tne council of Rheims. By fuch zealous behaviour 
Jie verified (fays Mr. Bayle) the interpretation of his mo- 
ther's dream. She dreamt, when fhe was with child of hirai, 
that (he fhould bring forth a white dog, whofe barking 
fliQuld be very loud. Being aftoniflied at this dream, flie 
A* u^ fit ^^^f^^^^^ * monk, who faid to her, ** Be of good cour- 
Bernarfilib. ag^> Y^^ ^^'1 l^^ve a fon who fhall guard the houfe of God. 
!• ' and bark loudly againft the enemies of die faith." 

St. Bernard is faid to have worked many miracles; he 
has been canonized, and is ^one of the great faints of the 
Romi(h communion. He has left many works, the l>eft 
edition is that publifhed in si 600, by father Mabillon^ 
a learned monk of the congregation of St. Maurice. 

BERNARD, (Edward) a learned critic and aftronomer^ 
born at Perry St. Paul, commonly called Pauler's- Perry, near 
Towcefter in Northamptonfhire, on the fecond of May, 
Wooa*« A- ^^3^' ^^ received fome part of his education at Nor- 
then. Oxen*, thampton, but his father dying when he was very young, 
w|. *. , his mother fent him to an uncle in London, who entered 
^^,^^J('him at Merchant- taylors-fchool, in 1648, where be 
attheendofcontinued till June, 1655, when he was eleded fcholarof 
Bifhop St. John's collie, in Oxford. During his ftay at fchool, 
toD^sTiSlei.^^ had laid in an uacomnion fund of claffical learning,* fo 
Lood. i704.that when he went to "the univerfity, he was a great matter of 
Sf 0. p. 4, ^Jl the elegancies and propriety of the Greek and Latin tongues, 
and not unacquainted with the Hebrew. He had acquired 
a good Latin ftyle, and could, compofe ycrfes well, fo that 
he ofteri ufed to divert himfelf with writing epigrams. When 
he had fettled in the univerfity, he applied hmifelf with 
great diligence to hiftory, philology, and philofophy j nor 
was he fatisfied with the knowlege of the languages of 
Greece and Rome, but likewife made himfelf matter of the 
]Hd,p.7.8.HebreMry Syriac, Arabic^ and Coptic. He applied him* 

m 
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fejf next to the ftudy of mathematicks, under thie famous 
Pr. j. Wallis. He took his degree of batchelor of arts, Fe- 
bruary J 2th, 1^58, and that of matter, April 16, X662. 
In the year 1667, he was chofen one of the proftors of the 
univerfity ; aiid oh the 9th of June, the year following, 
took his degree of batchelor of divinity, in compliance 
with the ftatutes of the founder of St. John's college, of 
which he was fellow, but could not be prevailed upon to 
take his doftor's degree, till feveral years after. December j^^^^ 
1668, he went to Leyden, to confult feveral oriental ma* 
nufcripts left to that univerfity, by Jofeph Scaliger and Levi- 
nus Warnerus, and efpecially the 5th, 6tb, and 7th books 
of ApoUonius Pergaeus's conic feflions, the Greek text of 
which is loft, but they are preferved in the Arabic verfion 
of that author. This verfion had been brought from the 
eaft, by James Golius, and was in the poffeflion of his 
executor, who finding Mr. Bernard's ^ chief defign in coming 
to Holland, was to examine this manufcript, allowed him 
the free ufe of it. He accordingly tranfcribed thefe three 
books, with the diagrams, intending to publifh them at Ox- -^ 

fordy with a Latin verfion, and proper commentaries ; but 
feveral obftacles prevented him from completing this defign^ 
Abraham Echellenfi?, had publiflied a Latin tranflation of 
thefe books in 1661, and Chriftianus Ravius gave another 
in 1669, but Dr. Smith remarks, that thefe two authors, ^^*^*P* *^^ 
though well (killed in the Arabic language, being intirely 
Ignorant of the mathematicks, it was to be regretted, that 
Golius fhould have died while he was preparing that work 
for the prefs, and that Mr. Bernard, who underftood both 
the language and the fubje6l, and was furniflied with all the 
proper helps for fuch a defign, (hould be abandoned by his 
friends in that point, though they had before- urged him to 
undertake it (a). During his ftay in Holland, he contra£le4 
an intimacy with moft of the profeflbrs and other learned 
men there. At his return to Oxford, he collated and exa- 
mined the moft valuable manufcripts in the Bodleian library, 
which induced thofe who publiflied any antient authors^ 
to apply to him for his obfervations or emendations from the 
ms^nufcripts at Oxford, which he readily imparted, grudg- 
ing' neither time nor pains to ferve the learned, and h^ this 

(a) This book was publiflied at bic, and fUpplied by his own Inge* 

lengthbyDr.Hailey, at Oxford, 1710, nuity and induftry, the 8th book^ 

fol, who has given a latin tranflation which was entirely loft* 
#f the three laft books out of Ara- 

VOL. IL L meansf 
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means, he became engaged in a very extenfivc correfp<W- 
. dence with the learned of moft countries. In the year 

Ibid.p. 13, 1669, the famous Chriftopher Wren, Savilian profeflbr of 

'^ aftronomy at Oxford, having* been appointed furvcyor ge- 

neral of his majefty's vv^orks, and being much detainea at 
London by this employment, he obtained leave to name a 
deputy at Oxford, and pitched upon Mr. ''Bernard, which 

X engaged the latter in a more particular application to the ftudy 

of aftronomy. In 1672, the mafter and fellows of his col- 
lege, prefented him to the reftory of Cheame in Surry, and 
in the February following. Dr. Peter Mews, the mafter, 
being advanced to the bifhoprick of Bath and Wells, ap- 
pointed Mr. Bernard one of his chaplams.. But the fol- 
lowing year he quitted all his views of preferment, by ac- 
cepting of the Savilian profeflbrfliip of aftronomy, vacant by 
the refignation of Sir Chriftopher Wren i for by the ftatutes 
of the founder, fir Henry Savile, the profeflbrs are not al- 
lowed to hold any other office either ecclefiaftical or civil,' 
that they may conftantly apply themfelves to their proper 

Ibii. p. i6, ftudies. 

About this time a fcheme was fet on foot at the univer- 
fity of Oxford, of colleding and publifliing all the ancient 
mathematicians. Mr. Bernard, who had firft formed the 
projeft, collected together all the old books publiftied on 
that fubje<3 fince the invention of printing, and all the ma- 
nufcripts he could difcover in the Bodleian and Savilian li- 
braries, which he arranged in order of time, and according 
to the matter they contained. Of this he drew a fynopfis 
or fcheme, which he prefented to bifliop Fell, a great cn- 
courager of the undertaking (b). As a fpecimenhe publiftied 
alfo a few flieets of Euclid in folio, containing the Greek 
text, and a Latin verfion, with Proclus's commentary in 
Greek and Latin, and learned fcholia and corollaries. He 
undertook alfo an edition oi i\\t Parvafyniaxis Jlexandrinai 
in which, befides Euclid, are contained the fmall treati(es 
6f Theodofius, Autolycus Menelaus, Ariftarchus, and 

Ibid, p. 13, Hipficles : But it was'never publiftied. 

In the year 1676, Mr. Bernard was fcnt to France by 
king Charles IL to be tutor to the dukes of Grafton and 

(b) It W33 publifbed by Dr. Smith of it, there is a catalogue of fome 

at the end of his life of our author, Greek writers,' who are fuppo&d to 

under the title of Veterum Mathe- be loft in their own language, bu^ 

maticorum Graecorum, Latinorum, are preferved in the Syriac otArabic . 

ct Arabum, Sy nopHs. And at the end tranflations ofchem. 

Nor^ 
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Northumberland, natural ions of the king, by the ducheft 
of Cleveland, with whom they then lived at Paris; but the 
plainnefs and fimpiicity of his manners, not fuiting the gaie- 
ty of the duchefs's family, he continued with them only 
one year, when he returned to Oxford ; he reaped however 
the advantage, during his flay at Paris, of becoming ac^ 
quainted with moft of the learned men in that city. 

Upon bis return to the univerfity, be applied himfelf to his 
former (hidies, and though in conformity to the obligation of 
bis profefTorfhip, he devoted the greateft part of his time to 
mathematicks, yet his inclination was more to hiftory, chro- 
nobgy, and antiquities. He undertook a new edition of 
Jofephus^ but it was never compleated (c). In 1683, he 
went again to Leyden, to be prefent at the fale of Nicholas 
Heinfius's libraiy ; where he purchafed, at a gresit price, 
feveral of the claffical authop, that had been either collated 
with manufcripts, or illuftrated with the original notes of 
Jofeph Scaliger, Bonnaventure Vulcanius, the two Heinfius's, 
and crther celebrated critids. Here he renewed his aC'- ' 
quaintance with feveral peribns of eminent learning, and was 
fo token with their civilities, and the opportunities he had 
in this country of making confiderable improvements in 
oriential learning, that he would have fettled at Leyden, tf 
he could have been chofen profeiTor of the oriental languages 
in that univerfity, but mii&ng of this, he returned to Ox- 
ford. He began now to be tired of the abftrufe fludy of 
aftronomy, and his health declining, he'was defirousto re- 
fign, but not being able to get any other preferment, he 
was obliged to hold his profcfu>rfhip fome years longer than 
he intended j however, in 1671, being prefcntcd to the refiory 
of BrightweU, inBerkfhire, he foon after quitted his pro- 

(c) Several years before, bifhop his executors, at a great price. Then 

Fell had reiblved, with our author^s he p~ubli(hed a rpocimen of his edition 

aflUlance, to print a new edition of of Jofeohus, and wrote great num • 

Jofephus. But either for want of bers of letters to his learned friends 

proper means to compleat that work, in France, Holland, Germany, and 

or in cxpedation of one pr^ifed other countries, to deiire their af- 

by the learned Andrew Bofius, this fiftance in that work. He laboured 

defign was for a while laid afide. in it a good while with the utmoft 

Uppn the death of Boiius, it was vigour and refolution, though hit 

refumed again ; and Mr. Bernard conftitution was much broken, by his 

colleded aHthe manufcripts he could intenfe application to his ftudies. 

S-ocure out of the libraries of Great But this undertaking was left un« ' 

ritain, both of the Greek text and finifhed. ViuBernardla Tf Smith, 

S)>iphanius*s Latin tranflation, and p« 29, 35. 
purchafed BofiuiY valuable papers of 

h a ' feflbrfhip, 
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fcfforfhip, and was fuccceded by David Gregory,' profeflbr of 

Ibid. p. 47. mathcmaticks, at Edinburgh. 

Towards the latter end of his life, he was much afflided 
with the fione, yet notwithftamling this and other infir* 
mities, he took a third, voyage to Holland, to attend the 
fale of Golius*ii nna/iufcripts. After fix or feven weeks abfence 
he returned to London, and from thence to Oxford. There 
he fell into a languifhing confumption, which put an end 
to his life, January 12, 1696, before he was quite fifty 

Ibid. p. 53. nine years of age. Four^ days after he was interred in St. 
John's chapel. A monument of white marble was fooh 
created for him by his widow. As to this learned man's cha* 
rader. Dr. Smith, who knew him well, gives him a very 
great one. ** He was (fays he) of a mild difpofition, a- 
*' verfe to wran<;ling and difputes, and if by chance or o- 
** therwife he happened to be prefent, where contefts run 
** high, he would deliver his opinion with great candour 
*' and modefty, and in few words, but entirely to the pur- 
** pofe. He was a candid judge of other men's performances ; 
** not too cenforious even on trifling books, if they con* 
*' tained nothing contrary to good manners, virtue or reli- 
•* gion i and to thofe which difplayed wit, learning or good 
** fenfe, none gave more ready and more ample praife. 
*' Though he w^s a true fon of the church of England, yet 

Ibid 0. c< *' ^^ judged favourably and charitably of diilenters of all 
' *' denominations. His piety and prudence never fufFered 
' him to be hurried away by an immoderate zeal, in de- 
** claiming againft the errors of others. His piety was fin- 
** cere and unaflrccted, and his devotions both in public and 
*' private, very regular and exemplary. Of his great and 

Ibid p. 59. *< extenlive learning, the works he pubJifhed, and the ma-* 
*« nufcripts he has left, are a fufficient evidence." 

BERNARD, (James) profeflbr of philofophy and ma- 
thcmaticks, and minifter of the Walloon church at Leyden^ 
born September lit, 1^58, at Nions inDauph.jie. He had 
the rudiments of his education in a proteftant academy* 
at Die, in Dauphine He went afterwards to Geneva, where 
he ftudied philofophy, and applied with great afliduity to 
the Hebrew language, urider the pfofeflTor, Michael Turretin. 
L c n. ^^ returned to France in J 679, and was chofen minifter of 
logedeM. Venterol, a village in Dauphine. Some time after he was 
Bernard. removed to the chtirch of Vinfobres in the fame province, 
h'^rrub^dts "^"^ the perfecutions raifed agamft the proteftants in France, 
Iettrc,i6i8, having obliged him to leave his native country, he retired 

Miv& Juin, ., ^ to 

p. 292. 
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to Geneva m 1683, and afterwards to Laufanne, in Switzer- 
land. In 1685, he went to Holland, where he was re- 
ceived with great civility, and was appointed one of the 
penfionary minifters of Ganda, and taught philofophy there. 
But having been married fince he came to Holland, and the 
city of Ganda not being very populous, he could not have 
a Sufficient number of fcholars to maintain his family ^ he 
therefore obtained leave to refide at the Hague ; but went to 
Ganda to preach in his turn, which was about four times a 
year. Before he went to live at the Hague, he had publiflied 
a kind of political ftate of Europe, intitled '' Hiftoire a- 
bregee de L'Europe, &c." The work was begun in July, 
1686, and was continued monthly, 'till December, 1688, 
which makes five volumes in i2mo. In 1692, he began his 
*' Lettres Hiftoriques," containing an account of the mod im- 
portarit tranfactions in Europe, with neccflary reflections* 
He carried on this work, which was alfo publifhed monthly, 
till the end of the year 1698. It was afterwards continued 
by other hands, and contains a great many volumes. Mr. 
Le Clerc having left ofF his Bibliotheque univerlelle, in 1691, 
Mr. Bernard wrote the greateft part of the 20th volume, 
and by himfelf carried on the live following, to the year 
1693. In 1699, he collected and publiihed *' Actes et nego- 
*' tiations de la paix dc Ryfwic," in four volumes i2mo. A 
new edition of this colleftion was publifhed in I707» inNou^.delt 
five volumes i2mo. He did not put his name to any of^^^-^^eLet. 
thefe works, nor to the general collection of the teaties of '^^^^' J^'^^ 
peace, which he publiihed in 1700 (a). But he prefixed it 
to the *' Nouvelles de republique des Lettres," which was be- 
gun in 1698, and continued till December, i7io> This un- 
dertaking engaged him in fome difputes, particularly with 
one Mr. dc Vallone, a monk, who having embraced the 
reformed religion, wrote fome metaphyfical books, concern- Rep. de Let, 
ing predeftination. Mr. Bernard having given an account ^7©^ Apnl 
of one of thefe books, the author was fo difpleafed with it, ^^ ' 
that he printed a libel againft Mr Bernard, and gave it about 
privately amongfl: his friends. He was alfo engaged in a long 

(a) This coIle£^ion confifts of the de la HouiTdy's hiftorical and politl- 

treaties, contra As, a£^s of guaranty, cal reflections,, and the treaties from 

Sec. betwixt the powers of Europe, 1500, to i6oo. The third includes 

four volumes in folio. The firft con- the treaties from i6oi, to 1 )6i j and 

tains the preface, and the treaties the fourth, thofefrom 160 1, to 17:0, 

made fince the year 536. 101500. with a general alphabetical index to 

^^e fppond (onTiiU of Mr. Amclot the whole* 

L 3 dif* 
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J ' . difpute with Mr. Bayle upon, the two following quefttons; 
no«tioo°de*" I. Whether the general agreement of all nations in favour 
penfee diver- of a deity, be a good proof of the exiftenceof a deity* 2. 
feeitom. i. Whether athcifm be worfe than idolatry, 
dc icurwf ' Mr. Bernard having acquired great reputation by his works» 
1705, Feb. as well as by his fermons at Ganda, and the Hague, the con* 
Bi^\e\fd &^^S^^^^^ of , the Walloon church at Leyden became ex- 
tom. ». rep.tremely^defirous to have him for one of their minifiers. But 
des let. Mir. they could not accoippli(h their defire, whilft king William 
ilVui ^'^^^5 who refufed twice to confirm the ele(9:ion of Mr. 
'• Bernard j who being a republican in his principles, had deli- 
vered his fentiments too freely in a fermon before thi$ 
prince. But after the death of king William, a vacancy 
happening in the church of Leyden, he was unanimoufly^ 
chofen, September the 8th, 1705, and about the fame time, 
Mr. de Voider profeiTor of philofophy and mathematicks at 
Leyden,. having redgned, Mr. Bernard was appointed his 
fucceflbr ; and the univerfity prefented him with the degrees 
of dodlor of philofophy, and mafter of arts. His public and 
private lectures, took up a great part of his time, yet he did 
not negled his paftoral function, but compofed his fermons 
with great care, he wrote alfo two excellent treatifes, the 
one on a late repentance, and the other on the excellency of 
religion. In 17 16, he publiflied a fupplement to Moreri's 
dictionary in two volumes folio. The fame year he refumed 
his Nouvelles de la R.cpublique des lettres, which he conti- 
nued till his death, which happened the 27th of April, 171 B^ 
"in the 6cth year of his age. 

Mr. Bernard was well (killed in polite literature, and a per* 
k£t mgfter of the Hebrew tongue. He fiudied the fcripture with 
great attention, and explained many paflages with great per- 
fpicuity, and though he was not reckoned of the firft clafs ot 
mathematicians, yet he could explain the principles of that 
fcience in fo clear a manner, that they who could not learn 
Joutn. Lit. it of him muft defpair of ever learning it. As to philofo* 
1718. Tom phy^ he had applied himfelf to that ofCartefius, yet after 
l?P'223. jj^ came into Holland, having learned the Englifli tongue^ 
he ufed to read the beft books from England, and had ac- 
quired fome tafte in the Newtonian philofophy. Ifel^ft fe- 
yeral fermons aiid (omp ot)|er wprks in inanufcript. 

Du Pin. bib- BERNARDINE, a divine of the fifteenth century, 
lioth. cedes horn at Mafia, in Tufcany, September the 8th, J380.. 
9.'^dh*Pa^. ^® ^^^ ^^^ mother at three years of age, and his fz' 
1^1701. ther at feven, 1111322, his relations fent for hiqi to Sien? 

" " ^ mi 
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na, where be learned gramoiar under Onuphrius and phtio* 
ibphy under John Spaletanus.' In 1396, he entered him* 
felf among the confraternity of the difciplinaries in the hof* 
pital de la Scala in that city ; and in 1400, when the 
pl^ue ravaged all Italy, be attended upon the flck in that 
hofpital with the utmoft diligence and humanity. In 1404, 
he entered into a monaftery of the Francifcan order, near 
Sienna, and having been ordained prieft, became an eminent 
preacher. He was afterwards fent to Jerufalem, as com^ • 
miiTary of the holy land ; and upon his return to Italy, vi«» 
fited fevcral cities where he preached with great applaufe. 
His enemies accufed him to pope Martin V. of having ad- 
vanced in his fermons feveral erroneous propofitions ; upot) 
tbia he wa^ ordered to Rome, where he is faid to have vindi* 
catedhimfelf from the charge, and was allowed to continue his ibid, 
preaching. The cities of Ferrara, Sienna and Urbino, 
defired pope Eugenius IV. to appoint him their bifhop } 
but Bemardine reftofed to accept of this honour j and under- 
took only the office of vicar general of the Fryars of the ob- , 
fervance for all Italy, and repaired and founded above^three ,pp«i'J^"4 
bundered nH)na{leries in that country. He died at Aquila in Ctve*f bift. 
Abruzzo, May the 20th, 1444, in the fixty-fourth year of ''!."'J^^^' 
his age, and was canonifed in ^1450, by pope Nicholas (a). AHobrogr* 



(a) His works w«re publiftied at lia, and at Paris, by father John 
Venice^ in 1 591, in 4 vols. 410, by de la Hayne^ a francifcan, in 2 vols. 
Peter Rodolphus, bifhop of Sinigag- in folio. 

BERNIER, (FitANcis) (urnamed the Mogol on account 
of his voyages and refidence in the Mogol's country, born at 
Angers in, France. After he had taken his degree of doc- 
tor of phyfic, at Montpelier, he gratified a ftrong natural 
inclination which he had for travelling. He left his own 
tountry in the year 1654, and went firft to the holy land, 
and thence into Egypt. He continued a year at Cairo, 
where he was infected with the plague, which raged at that 
time in the city. He embarked afterwards at Suez, for the 
kingdom of the Mogol, and refided twelve years at the court 
of this^>rince, whom he attended in feveral of his joumies, 
and acted as his phyfician for eight years. Upon his return 
to France in 1670, hepubliflied the hiftory of the countries 
which he had vifited (a), and feveral other works in the 

L 4 com- 

( a) Hi» hiilory a»d defcriptlon of published at fifft feparately in 4 diff(j. 
he countries, which he vifited, were reat vols with different titles. They 



1720. 
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compofition of which he fpen^ the remainder of his life. H« 
„^iJJ*^SI^' made a voyage to England, in 1685, and died three yearg 
iervira 1* after at Paris, on the zid of September, i688. 

Bifcoire det 
Hommes U- 

Ittft. torn, "^ere afterwards however reprinted efteemed ta be the moft exa^ accoont 

S3, p. 364. under the generaltitle of Voyages de we have of tbofe countries. Mr* 

cdic Picii^ Francois Bernier, contenant lade- Bernier publiihed alfo an abridge- 

'733* fcripcion des Etats de grand Mogol, ment of GaiTendus^s philofophy, in 

de THindouflan, du Royaume de 8 vo-umes, and we are likewife In* 

Kachemire^ Sec. Amfterdam 1699, debted to him for fevcral plulofophi- 

and 17 10, in 1 2mo. % vols« They are qA pieces. 

BERNINI, or BERNIN, (John Lawrence) commonly 
called Cavaliero Bernin, born at Naples; he was famous 
for his fkill in painting, fculpture, architecture, and mecha- 
nicks. He began firft to be known under the pontificate o^ 
Paul V. who foretold his future fame as foon as he faw hi5 
firft performances, Rome is indebted to this artift for fome 
of her greateft ornaments. There are in the church of St. 
-eter, no lefs than fifteen different works of his. Of 
Uor^ri^ thele the moft admired are the great altar and tabernacle; 
St. Peter's chair ; the Tombs of Urban VIII. and Alexander 
VII. the equeftrian ftatue of Conftantinfe ; the porticos fup- 
ported by a great number of pillars, which furround the 
cpurt of St. Peter \ the fountain in the Square Navonna ; the 
church of St. Andrew, for the novitiate Jefuits; and th^ 
ftatue of Daphne, in the family of the Borghefe, Iq 
1665, Bernini was invited to France, to work in the 
Louvre, and here he executed a buft of the king, which 
gained him the applaufe of ihp whole court. He likewifi; 
undertook an equeftrian ftatue of his majefty. Mr. Bernini 
died at Rome, the 29th of Novembo', i68o. He was a 
man fomewhat auftere in his difpofition, and of a hafty vio- 
lent temper i and in the buft of him at Paris, there is fai4 
%o be a gre^t lik^efs and aftrong expreiSon of his temper. 

BERNOULLI, (James) a celebrated mathematician^ 
born at Bafil, the 27th of December 1654. After he had 
Fontenelle ftudied polite literature, he learned the old philofophy of 
•legcdeM. the fchools, and having taken his degrees, in the univerfity 
ernou i. ^^ Bafj]^ applied himfelf to divinity, not fo much from in- 
clination as complaifance to his father. He gave very early 
proofs of his genius for mathematicks, and foon became a 
geometrician, without any affiftance from matters, ancj 
at fltft almoft without books ; for he was not allowed ta 
J^^vc any books of this kind, and if one fell by chance into hi^ 
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binds, he was obliged to conceal it that he might not incur 
the reprimands of his father, who defigned him for other ftu- 
dies. This feverity made him choofe for his device, Phaer 
ton driving the chariot of the fun with thefe words, '* Invito 
« patre fidera vcrfo," I traverfe the ftars againft my father's 
inclination ; this had a particular reference to aftronomy, 
the part of mathematicks, to which he atfirft applied himfelf. 
But the precautions of his father did not avail, for he purfued 
his favourite ftudy with great application. In 1 656 he began 
his travels. When he was at Geneva, he fell upon a me- 
thod to teach a young girl to write, though fhe had loft her 
fight when fhe was but two months old. At Bourdeaux he 
compofed univerfal gnomonic tables, but they were never 
publifhed. He returned from France to his own country in 
1680; About this time there appeared a comet, the return 
of which he foretold j and wrote a fmall treatife upon it, 
which he afterwards tranflated into Latin. He went foon 
after to Holland, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
new philofophy^ and particularly to that part of the mathe- 
maticks which confifls in refolving problems, and demon^ 
ftrattone. After having vifited Flanders and Brabant, he Nicerao,fiic 
went to Calais, and paffcd over from thence to England. ™°'J,",!?^ 
At London he contracted an acquaintance with all the moft hiiJoirc des 
eminent men in the feveral fcienees ; and had the honour hommcs U- 
of being frequently prcfent at the philofophical focieties held *»^"««» *°'»* 
at the houfe of the famous Mr. Boyle. ^' ^' ^ '^^t 

He returned to his native country in 1682, and he ex- 
hibited at Bafil, a courfe of experiments in natural philofo- 
phy and mechanicks, which confifted of a variety of new 
difcoveries. In 1682, he publifhed hiscflay of a newfyftem 
of comets (a), and the year followirtg, his diflertation upon 
the weight of air (b). In 1684, he was invited to be pro- 
feflbr of mathematicks at Heidelberg, and would have ac- 
cepted of this offer, had not his marriage with a lady of 
good family, fixed him in his own country. 

(a) It was publiflied at Amiler- fine and fubtle than what we breathe. 
> ^^m, in 16S2, in Svo. under the He accounts for the hardn^sfs of bo- 

Ibllowjng title, "Conamcn novi Syf- dies, from the weight and prefTurc 

f cmatis cometarum, pro motu eorum of the air. He proiefts in his pre- 

lub calculum revocando, etappari- face, that when he invented this fyf- 

tionibus praedicendis.*' tem^ he did not remember that he 

(b) Publi(hed at AmAerdam, in had read it in Malbranche's fearch af- 
8vo, i^%z, and intitled " DilTcrtatio ter truth, and he congratulates him- 
<ic gravitate ^theris et Cseli.*' In fclf upon having fallen on the fame 
this piece he not only treats of the hypothefis with thatphilofophcr, and 
v^eight of the air, but fpeaks very having traced it out by the fahie 
J artici|Jarly of the aether, which he ileps.' Niceron,p. 6j, 6z, 
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Mr. Leibnitz publifhed about this time in the AAaerudito* 
rum at Leipfic fome efTays on his new Calculus differentiaiisj oc 
tnfinimens petitSy but concealed the art and method o£ it; Mr. 
Bernoulli however and one of his brothers, who was like- 
wife an excellent geometrician, difcovered by the little which 
they faw of this calculus, the beauty and extent of it. They 
endeavoured therefore to unfold the fecret, and in this 
gave great proofs of their fagacity and application. In 16879 
the profeiiorfhip of mathematicks at Bafil being vacant, 
Mr. Bernouilli was appointed his fucceflbr. He difcbarged 
this truil; with univerfal applaufe. His reputation drew 
a great number of foreigners from all parts to hear his 
ledtures. He had an admirable talent in teaching, and 
adapting himfelf to the different genius and capacity 0/ bis 
fcholars. In 1699, he was admitted into the academy of 
fciences at Paris as a foreign member, and in 170I9 the 
fame honour was conferred upon him by the academy of Ber-^ 
lin. He wrote feveral pieces in the A(5ta eruditorum of 
Leipfic, the Journal des Savans, stnd the Hiftoire de I'acade- 
mie des fciences. His arduous application to bis ftudies 
brought upon him the gout, and by degrees reduced him to 
a flow fever, of which he died the i6th of Auguft, 1705, 
in the 58th year of his age. Axchimedes having difcovered 
the proportion of a fphere to a cylinder, circumfcribed about 
it, ordered it to be engraved upon his monument. In imi^ 
tation of him, Mr. Bernoulli ordered a fpiral logarlthmical 
curve to be infcribed upon his tomb, with thefe words, " Ea- 
*' dem mutata refurgo." I rife the fame though changed ! In 
allufion to the hopes of a refurre£tion, and in fome meafure re- 
prefented by the properties of that curve, which he bad the 
honour of difcpvering. 

BERQUIN, (Lewis De) a gentleman of Artois, who 
was burnt for being a protefiant, at Paris, April the 5t2d, 
1529. He was lord of a village, wh^ce he took his name, 
and for fome time made a confiderable figure at the court of 
France, where he was honoured with the title of king's coun« 
fellor. Erafmus fays that his great crime was openly pro- 
feffing to hate the monks ; and that from hence arofe his 
warm conteft with William Quernus, or Quercu, one of the 
mofl violent inquifitors of his time. A charge of herefy was 
mufiered up againft him, and the articles of his accufation 
were drawn out of a book which he had publifhed: He 
was thereupon committed to prifon, but when his affair came 
to a trial, he was acquitted by the judges. Hisaccufers pre- 
tended 
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tended that he would not have eicaped, had not the king in- 

terpofed his authority, but Berquin himfelf afcribed it en^ 

tirely to the juftice of his caufe, and was no more cautious 

than before. Some time after Noel Beda and his emifiaries 

made extraSs from fome of his books, and accufed him of 

pernicious errors, whereupon he was again fent to prifbn, 

and the caufe being tried, fentence was paffed againft him ; , 

that his books be committed to the flames, and that he ifaould 

retra£t his errors, and make a proper fubmiffion, and if hp 

refufed to comply, that he (hould be burnt. Being a man 

of an undaunted inflexible fpirit, he would fubmit to nodiing % 

and in all prcAability would at this time have fuflfered death, 

had not fome of the judges, who perceived the violence of 

his accufers, got the affair to be again heard and examined. 

It is thought this was owing to the interceflion of madarti 

the Regent. In the mean time Francis I. Yeturning from 

Spain, and finding the danger of his counfelfor from Beda 

and his hStioDy wrote to the parliament, telling them to be 

cautious how they proceeded, for that he himfelf would take 

cognizance of the affair. Soon after Lewis was fet at 

liberty. This gave him fuch courage, that he turned accufcr 

againft his accuferS : he profecuted them for irreligon, though, 

if he had taken the advice of Erafmus, he would have ef-'^^j'^J^**** 

teemed it a Efficient triumph that he had got free of the per- 

fecution of fuch people. * But not content, fays Mf . Bayle, 

with efcaping out of the hands of his accufers, he muft needs 

have the honour of a vidory, for a reward of his labour. 

h not this like the crane, (continues the fame author) who 

alked for a reward after he had got his neck fafc and found 

out of the wolFs thrpat? He was fent a third time to pff- 

fon, and condemned to a public recantation and pej{l^cual 

jmprifonment. He would not acquiefce in this judgment, 

and was therefore condemi^ed as an obftinate heretic, and 

was ftrangled on the Greve, and afterwards burnt. He fuf- 

fered death with great conftancy and refolution, being then 

about forty years of age.' The monk who accompanied 

him on the fcaiFold, declared that he had obferved in him 

fome figns of abjuration. Erafmus however believes this to 

be a falfliood. « It is always (fays he) thfeircuftom in like ^'^^^'* "J^^ j^ 

** cafes. Thefe pious frauds ferve them to maintain them- 

*' felvcs in the glory of having avenged religion, and to 

*^ juftify in the mind of the people, thofe who have accufed 

^* and condemned the burnt hereticks,'* 

BETTERTON, (Thomas) a famous Englifli aflor, 
penerall^ ftylcd the Englifb Rofcius. He was born in Tot- 

fail- 
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hil-ftrccf, Weftminfter, in the year 1635; and after hav- 
ing left (chool, he is faidto have been put apprentice to aboak- 
feller. The particulars however relating to the early part of his 
life, are not afcertained. Hovs^ever it is generally thought that 
he made his firft appearance on the ftage, in 1656, or 1 65 7, 
at the opera-houfein Charter-houfe-yard, under the direftion of 
fir William D*avenant. He continued to perform here till the 
S^Ox-'''^^^^*^°^> when king Charles granted patents to two com- 
on.voU 1. panics, the one was called the king's company, and the other 
col. 412. ^in^ duke's. The former a6ted at the Theatre Royal in Dru- 
tiwatrum Ty-Lanc, and the latter, at the Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn- 
poctarunj,p. fields. Mr, Betterton Went over to Paris, at the command of 
'9»- king Charles II. to take a view of the French fcenery, and 

at his return made fuch improvements, as added greatly to 
the luftre of the Engli(h ftage. For feveral years, both com- 
panies aded with the higheft applaufe, and the tafte for dra- 
matick entertainments, was never higher than whilft thefe 
Gibber's A^ ^wo companies played (a). The two companies were how- 
pology, p. ever at length ignited : the particular time when this union was 
7S» effe£ted, feems not to be afcertained, Mr. Gildon placing 

it in 1682, and.Mr. Cibberin 1684. But however this may 
be, it was in this united company, that Mr. Betterton firft 
{bone forth with the greateft degree of luftre, for having fur- 
vived the famous a&ors, upon whofe model he had formed" 
himfelf, he was now at liberty to difplay his genius in its full 
extent. His merit as an aftor may perhaps exceed defcrip- 
LifcofBet-^'^"> but if an ideacan be attained thereof it mutt be from 
terton,p.io. the following paflage in Mr. Gibber's Apology. " Mr. Bet- 
*« tcrton vvas an a£h)r (fays he) as Shakefpear was an author, 
'' both without competitors, formed for the mutual aflif- 
** tance and illuftration of each other's genius ! How Shakef- 
*' pear wrote, all men who have a tafte for nature, may 
** read and know ; but with what higher rapture would he 
ftill be read, could they conceive how Betterton played 



4( 



(a) Mr. Gibber fay?, that plays therefore of Shakefpear, Fletcher, 

having been fo long prohibited, peo- and Ben Johnfon, were divided be- 

ple came' to them with greater ea- twixt them, by the approbation qi 

gernefs, like" folks after a long fall the court, and their own choice, fo 

to a great feaft. That women be- that when Hart was famous for 0- 

ing now brought upon the ftage, thello, Betterton had no lefs a re- 

was a great advantage, for on all pytation for, Hamlet. By this means 

former ftages, female chara(Sters were -the town was fupplied with greater 

performed by boys, or young men of variety of plays than could poflibly 

the moll effeminate afpeft. He takes have been ihewn, had both compa- 

notice alfo of a rule which was efta- nies been employed at the fame time 

blilhed, that no play which was aded -upon the fame play. Gibber's apology 

at one houfe, (hould be attempted fpr his life, pf 74^ 75, ^c. 
AC the* other. Ail the capital plays 
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*< him ! Then might they know the one was born alone to 
*' fpeak, what the other only knew to write ! Pity it is that 
'* the momentary beauties, flowing from an harmonious 
** elocution, cannpt, like thofe of poetry, be their own re- 
** cord ! That the animated graces of the player can live 
<^ no longer than the inilant breath and motion that prefents 
** them, or at beft can but faintly glimmer through th« 
*' memory, or imperfeft atteftation of a few furviving fpec- 
** tators. Could how JBetterton fpoke be as eafily kn9wn 
" as what he fpoke, then might you fee the mufe of 
<< Shakefpear in her triumph with all her beauties in her beft 
*« array, rifine into real life, and charming her beholders. 
*^ But alas ! unce all this is fo far out of the re^ch of defcrip* 
<< tion, how fhall I (hew you Betterton ? Should I therefore 
" tell you that all the Othellos, Hamlets, Hotfpurs, Mack- 
*' beths, and Brutus's, you have feen fince his time have 
*' fallen (hort of hin^j this ftill would give you no idea of 
<< his particular excellence. Let us fee then what a 
<« particular comparifjn may do, whether that may yet 
" draw him nearer to you ? You have feen a Hamlet perhaps, 
" who on the firft appearance of his father's fpirit, has thrown 
<* himfelf into all the draining vociferation requifite to cx- 
" prefs rage and fury, and the houfe has thundered with 
'< applaufe, though the mifguided a£lor was all the while 
<^ (as Shakfpear terms it) tearing a paflion into rags. I am 
" the more bold to offer you this particular inftance, be-' 
*' cauie the late Mr. Addifon, while I fat by him to fee this 
" fcenc' afted, made the fame obfervation, afking me, with 
^^ fome furprize, if I thought Hamlet ihould be in fo violent 
f« a pafHoR with the Ghoft, which, though it might have 
M aftonift^ed, had not provoked him ? For you may ob- 
** ferve, that in this beautiful fpeech, the paiHon never rifes 
** beyond an almoft breathlefs aftoni(hment, or an impatience, 
** limited by filial reverence, to enquire into the fufpeded 
** wrongs that may have raifed him from his peaceful tomb ! 
" And a defire to know what a fpirit fo feemingly diftreft, 
** might wifh or enjoin a forrowful fon, to execute towards 
" his future quiet in the grave. This was the light into 
"which Betterton threw this fcene; which he opened 
" with a, paufe of mute amazement ! Then rifing flowly to a 
•* folemn, trembling voice, he made the Ghoft equally terrible 
" to the fpedtatpr ,as to himfelf! And in the defcriptive part 
•* of the natural emotions, which the ghaftly vifion gave him, 
** the boldnefs of his expoftulation was ftill governed by de- 
*' ^ency ; manly, but not braving, his voice never rifing into 
" that feeming outrage, 6r wild defiance, of what he na- 

*' turally ^ 
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«• turally reveled. But, alas ! to preferve this medium be- 
^ tween mouthing, and meaning too little, to keep the at-* 
«• tention more pleafingly awake by a tempered fpirit, than by 
•* nicer vehemence of voice, is of all the matter ftrokes of 
*^ an ador, the moft difficult to reach. In this none have 
*• equalled Betterton. He that feels not himfelf the paffioii 
** he would raife, will talk to a fleeping audience. But this 
•* was never the fault of Betterton. A farther excellence in 
♦' him was, that he could vary his fpirit," to the diflfererit 
•* charafters he a£led. Thofe wild impatient ftarts, that 
«* fierce and fla&ingfire, which he threw into Hotfpur, ne- 
♦« ver came from the unruffled temper of his Brutus, {for 
** I have more than once feen a Brutus as warm as Hotfpur) 
^ when the Betterton Brutus was provoked in his difpute 
*< with Caffius, his fpirits flew out of his eyes ; his fteady 
** looks alone, fupplied that terror which he difdained an in- 
«* temperance in his voice (hould rife to. Thus, with a fettled 
" dignity of contempt, like an unheeding rock, he repelled 
«< upon hinrifelf the foam of Caffius, not but in fome part of 
♦* this fcene, where he reproaches Caffius, his temper is not 
«« under this fuppreffion, but opens into that warmth, which 
, ** becomes a man of virtue; yet this is that hafty fpark of an- 
** ger, which Brutus himfelf endeavours to excufe. But with 
^ whatever ftrength of nature we fee the poet (hew at once 
•* the philofopher and the hero, yet the image of the a^r*s 
«^ excellence, will be ftill imperfedl to you, unlefs language 
** could put colours in our words to paint the voice with. 
*' The moft that a Vandyke can arrive at is, to make his 
<* portraits of great perfons feem to think 5 a Shakefpear goes 
" farther yet, and tells you what his pictures thought; a 
•* Betterton fteps teyond them both, and calls them from the 
** grave to breathe, and be themfdves again in feature, 
<« Ipeech and motion, at once united, and gratifies at oncd^ 
« your eye, your ear, yoiir underflanding. From thefe va- 
*' rtous excellencies, Mr. Betterton had fo full a pofleffionof 
*' the efteem and regard of his auditors, that upon his en-, 
*' trance into every fcene, he feemed to feize upon the eyes 
*« ^nd ears, of the giddy and inadvertant. To have talked or 
*' looked another way, would have been thought infenfibility 
** or ignorance. In all his foliloquies of moment, the flrongeft 
*^ intelligence of attitude and afpeft drew vou into fuch an 
** impatient gaze and eager expeftation, that you almoft 
" imbibed the fentiment with your eye, before the ear could 

cibber^siifc « reach it.'* 

^83. ^4, 8 In.- 
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Endowed with fuch excellencies 'tis no wonder that Mr. 
Betterton attrafted the notice of his fovereign, the protec- 
tion of the nobility, and the general refpeft of all ranks of' 
people. The patentees however, as there Was now only one 
theatre, began to confider it as a means of accumulating 
wealth to themfelves by the labours of others, and this had fuch 
an influence on their condudt, that the adors had many hard* 
fhips impofed upon them, and were oppreflied in the moft tyran- \ 

nical manner. Mr Betterton endeavoured to convince the ma- 
nagers of the injuftice and abfurdity of fuch a behaviour. This 
language not pleafing them, they began to give away fome 
of his capital parts to young aftors, fuppofing this would 
abate his influence. This policy hurt the patentees and prov- j. . , 
cd of fervicetb Betterton, for the public refented having plays * *P*'^^* 
in afted, when they knew they might be adted better. The 
beft players attached themfelves wholly to Mr. Betterton, 
urging him to turn his thoughts on fome method of procuring 
himfelf and them juflice« Having a general acquaintance 
with people of fafhion, he reprefented the affair in fuch a 
manner, that at length, by the interccflion of the earl of 
Dorfet, he procured a patent for building a new playhoufe 
in Lincoln's-inn-fields, which he did by fubfcription. The 
new theatre was opened in 1695. Mr. Congreve accepted 
a (hare with this company, and the firft play they afted was 
his comedy of Love for Love. The king honoured it with 
his prefence % Mr. Betterton fpoke a prologue, and Mr. 
Bracegirdle an epilogue on the occafion. But notwithftand- Cibber'slife, 
ing all the advantages this company enjoyed, and 'the fa-^'^ °' 
vourable reception they at firft met with, yet they were una- 
ble to keep up their run of fuccefs, above two or three fea- 
fons. Vanbrugh and Mr. Cibber, who wrote fbr the other 
boufe, were expeditious in their produ&ions, and the fre- 
quency of new pieces gave fuch a turn in their favour, that 
Betteiton's company, with all their merit, muft have been 
undone, had not the Mourning Bride, and The Way of 
the World, come to their relief, and favcd them at the faft 
extremity. In a few years however, it appearing that they 
could not maintain their independence without fome new 
fupport from their friends, the patrons of Mr. Betterton 
opened a new fubfcription, for building a theatre in the Hay- 
market, which wasfinifliedin 1706. Mr. ^Betterton however 
being now grown old, and his health much impaired by 
conftant application, declined the management of this boufe, 
reflgning it intirely totheconduct of fir John Vanbrugh, and 
Mr. Congreve^ but Betterton's ftrength now failing, and 

many 
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many of the old players dying, and other accidents intcf^* 
vening) a reunion of the companies feemed neceflary, which 
accordingly took place foon after. 

When Mr. Betterton had reached feventy, his ihfirmitieii 
cncreaftrd to a great degree, and his fits of the gout were ex- 
tremely fevere. His circumftances alfo grew daily worfe and 
worfe, yet he kept up a remarkable fpirit and ferenity o( 
mind; and acted when his health would permit. The 
publick remembering the pleafure Betterton had given 
them, would not allow fodefervinga man, after fifty years fer- 
▼ice, to withdraw, without fome marks of their bounty. 
In thefpring of 1709, a benefit, which was then a very un- 
common favour, was granted to Mr. Betterton, and the 
play of Love for Love, was acted for thispurpofe. Hehim- 
ielf performed Valentine; Mrs. Bracegirdle and Mrs. Barry, 
though they had quitted the ftage, appeared on this occafion, 
the former in the character of Angelica, and Mrs. Barry, in 
that of Frail. After the play was acted, thefe two actrefles 
appeared leading on Mr. Betterton, and Mrs. Barry fpoke 
the following epilogue, written by Mr. Rowe^ 

As fome brave Knight, who once with fpear and fhicld 

Had fought renown in many a well-fought field. 

But now no more with facred fame infpir'd, 

Was to a peaceful hermitage retir'd ; 

There, if by chance difaft'rous tales he hears. 

Of matrons wrongs and captive virgins tears. 

He feels foft pity urge his generous breaft. 

And vows once more to fuccour the diftreft. 

Buckled in mail he fallies on the plain. 

And turns him to the feats of arms again. 

So we to former leagues of friendffiip true, 7 

Have bid once more our peaceful homes adieu, ? 

To aid old Thomas, and to pleafure you* J 

Like errant damfels boldly we engage, 
Arm'd, as you fee, for the defencelefs ftage . 
Time was when this good man no help did lack. 
And fcorn'd that any (he (hould hold his back : 
But now, fo age and frailty have ordain'd. 
By two at once he's forc'd to be fuftain*d. 
You fee what failing nature brings man to ; • 
And yet let none infult, for ought we know 
She may not wear fo well with fome of you. 
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iTho^ old, you find his firength is not clean paft, 

But» true asfteel, he's mettle to the laft. 

If better he performed in days of yore. 

Yet now he gives you all that's in his power ; 

What can the youngeft of you all do more ? 

What he has been, tho' prefent praife be dumb. 

Shall hap'ly be a theme in times to come. 

As now we talk of Rofcius and of Rome. 

Had you witheld your favours on this night. 

Old Shakefpear's ghoft had ris'n to do him right; 

With indignation had ypu feen him frown 

Upon a worthlefs, witlefs, taftelefs town : 

Grieved and repining you had heard him fay, 

Why are the mufes labours caft away f 

Why did I only write, what only he could play ? 

But fince, like friehdb to wit, thus throng'd you meet. 

Go on and m^ke the genVous work complete j 

Be true to merit, and ftill own his cauf<?. 

Find fomething more for him th in bare applaufe. 

In juft remembrance of your pleafures pall 

Be kind, and givejiim a difcharge at lafl : 

In peace and eafe life's remnant let him wear. 

And hang his confecrated bufkin here. 

Mr. Betterton got by this benefit five hundred pounds, 
and a promife was given him, that the favour (hould be 
annually repeated as long as he lived. On the 20th of Sep- 
tember, in the fuccceding winter, he performed the p rt of 
Hamlet, with great vivacity. This activity of his kept 
off the gout longer than ufual, but the fit returned upon him 
in the fpring with greater violence, and it was the more un- 
lucky, as this was the time of his benefit. The play he fixed 
upon was. The maid's tragedy, in which he acted the part 
of Melanthus; and notice was given thereof by his friend 
the Tatler ; but the fit intervening, that he might not difap- 
point the town, he was obliged to fubmit to external ap- 
plications, to reduce the fwelling of his feet, which en- 
abled' him to appear on the ftage, though he was obliged 
to ufe a flipper. ** He was obferved (fays Mr. Libber) ^^^^<^''*»A- 
" that day to have a more than ordinary fplrit, and met {^s^'ufe^p* 
" with vfuitable applaufe ; but the unhappy cOnfequence of 99. 
" tampering with his diftemper, was, that it flew into his 
•* head, and killed him." He died the 28th of April, 
1716, and on the 2d of May following, his corps was' 
interred i^ Weftminfter- abbey. Sir Richard Steel attended 
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the ceremony, and two days after be publiflied a papor in 
the Tatler to his memory (b). Mr. Booth, who knew him 
only in his decline, ufed to fay, that he never faW him off 
or on the ftage, without learning fomething from hiiti ; and 
frequently obferved that Mr. Betterton was no aftor, that he 
put on his part with his clqthes, and was the very man he 
undertook to be, till the play was over, and nothing more. 
So exaflr was he in following nature, that the look of furprizc 
he aflumed in the charader of Hamlet, fo aftonifhed Booth 
(when he firft perfonated the ghofl) that he w^ unable to 
proceed in his part for fome moments (c). ' 



(■) ** Having received notice (fays 
the aathor of this paper) that the fa- 
mous Mr. Betterton was to be inter- 
red this evening in tbeCloyfters, near 
Weftminfter.abbey, I was refolyed 
to walk thither, and fee the laA of- 
fice done to a man whom I had al- 
ways very much admired, and from 
whofe a^on I had received more 
impreflions of what is great and no- 
ble in human nature, than frohi the 
arguments of the moft folid philofo- 
phers, or the defcriptions of the moik 
charming poets 1 had ever read. 
Such an a^or as Mr. Betterton, 
ought to be recoMed with the fame 
refpe^ as Rofcius amongft the Ro- 
mans. The grcateft orator has 
thought, fit to qvote his judgment, 
and celebrate bis life. Rofcius was 
the example to all that would form 
themfflves into a proper and win- 
ning behaviour. His action was fo 
well adapted to the fentiments he ex- 
prefled, that the youth of Rome 
thought they wanted only to be vir- 
tuous, to be as graceful in their ap- 
pearance as Rofcius. I have'hardly 
a notion, that any performance of 
antiquity could furpafs the aftion of 
Mr. Betterton, in any of the Occa- 
fions in which he has appeared on 
our ftage. The wonderful agony 
which he appeared in, when he ex- 
amined the circumftances of the hand- 
kerchief in Othello ; the mixture of 
love that intruded upon his mind up- 
on the innocent anfwers Defdemona 
makes, betrayed in his gefture fuch 
a variety and viciflitude of pafTions, 
as would admoniih a man to be a- 



fraid of his own hearty and per- 
fedly convince him, that it is to Aab 
it to admit that worft of daggers, 
jealoufy. V(hoever reads in his do- 
fet, this admirable fcene, wiU find 
that he cannot, except he has as warm 
an imagination as Shakefpear him- 
felf, find any bur dry, incoherent and 
broken fentences: but a reader 
that has feen Betterton a€t it, ob- 
ferves, there could not be a word 
added I that longer fpeeches had 
been unnatural, nay impoffible, in 
Othello's circumftances. The charm- 
ing paftage in the fame tragedy, 
where he tells the manner of win- 
ning the afFcftion of his miftrcfs, 
was urged with fo moving and grace- 
ful an energy, that while I viralkcd 
in the Cloyfters, I thovght of him 
with the fame concern as if I waited 
for the remains of a perfon who had 
in real life, done all that I had feen 
him reprefent. The gloom of the 
place, and faint lights before the ce- 
remony appeared, contributed to the 
melancholy difpofition I was in ; and 
I began to be extremely afilifted that 
Brutus and Caflius had any ^diffe- 
rence ; that Hotfpur*s galUntry was 
fo unfortunate ; and that the mirth 
and good humour of Falftaff could 
not exempt him from the grave.** 
Tatler, vol. 3. No. 167, 

(c) The following dramatic woikt 
were publi/hed by Mr. Betterton. 

1. The woman made a jufticei. 
a comedy. 

2. The' unjuft judge j or, Af^ins 
and Virginia, a tragedy, written o- 
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K^nallf by Mr. John Webfterj an 3. The amoreiis wl^ow^ or, ^ 

Old poet, who flouriflied in the reign wanton Wife, a pbty writUn on th6 

of James I. It was only altered by plan of MoU^re^s George Dandin, 

Mr. Betterton. ^ 

BEVfiRIDGE (WiLttAM) a teamed EngHfh divine^ 
bom at Barrow, in Leicefterfllirc, in the year 1638. He 
Was educated at St» John's college, Cahibridgej where h6 
applied with great afflduity totheftiidyof the Orietltal Ian* 
guages, and made fuch proficiency in this part 6f learning, 
that at eighteen years of age, he wrdte a treatife of the ex- 
cellency and ufe of the oriental tongues, efp^idlly the HebreWf 
Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic^ and Samaritan, with a Syriac 
Grammar. The 3d of January, id6C5-i, he wasordained 
deacon by Robert, bifhop of Lincoln, and pfieft the 3ift of 
that month, and about the fame tim^, was prefehtdd to th6 
vicarage of Yealing in Middlefex, Which he refigned about 
a year after, upon his being cho(<fn redor of St. Peter's, Corn* ^^Wcoort^t 
hill, by the lord mayor and aldermen of London. He ap- R^ort £<•• 
plied himfelf to the difcharge of his miniftry, with the ut- ^^^**'J^ 
moft zeal and afEduity. He was highly inftrudive in hi^ '* ^' ^^ 
difcourfes from the pulpit ; atld his laboulfs were crowned 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was ftiled, * The great revivcf and lua. p, 5^6^ 
reilorer of primitite piety/ Biihbp Hinchman his Dio-93* 
cefan having conceived a great efteem for him, collated him 
to the prebend of Chifwick, in the cathedral of St. Paul's^ 
on the 22d of December, 1674; and this bifhop's fuc(!eilbr^ 
Dr. Compton, conferred upon him the archdeaconry of Col- 
chefter, on the 3d of November, liSi. November 
the 5th, 1684, he was infblled prebendary of Canterbury^ 
and about the fame time was appointed chaplain to king Wil<^ 
Ham and queen Mary. In 1 691, he was offered, but re* 
fufed to accept of, the fee of Bath and Wells^ vacant by the de*'' 
privation of Dr. Kenn; for not taking the oaths to kine ^^t^^^^^ 
William and queen Mary. But fome time aft^r he accepted d, to). ii« 
of that of St. Afaph, and was confecrated, July x6, 1704. «>!• *?•• 
Upon his advancement to the epifcopal chair, he wrote si 
moft pathetick letter to the clergy of his diocefk, recom- 
mending to them, •' The^uty of catechifing and inftrucfting 
the people committed to their charge, in the principles of the 
chriftian religion, to the end they might kndw^what they were 
to believe, and do, in order to falvation.'* And to enable 
them to do this the more efFedually, he fent themaplairt 
expofition upon the church catechifm. This good prelate 
did not enjoy his epifcopal dignity above three years and 
fome months, for he died March the 5th, 1707, in the 71ft 
year ot his a£e« and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedrah 
M 2 He 
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He left the greateft part of his eftate to the focieties for pro- 
pagating chriftiaii knowledge. To the curacy of Mount 
Sorrel, and vicarage of Barrow, in the county of Leicefter, 
he bequeathed twenty pounds x year, on condition that 
prayers be read morning and evening every day, according 
to the liturgy of the church of England, in the chapel and 
parifli church aforefaid ; with the fum of forty (hillings year- 
ly, to be divided equally upon Chriftmas-eve, among eight 
poor houfe-keepers of Barrow, as the minifter and church- 
wardens (hould agre^e. 

Bifhop Beveridge has had a high charadter given him by 
Ko. 74. vol. ^^veral writers. 1 he author of a letter publifhed in the Guar- 
1.* dian, having made an .extract out cf the bifhop's firft fer- 

moq in the fecond volume relating to tfie Deity, tells 
us that it may, for acutenefs of judgment, ornament of 
fpeech, and true fublime, compare with any of the chbiceft 
P. 190. "4th writings of the ancient fathers, or doflors of the church, 
«dit. Lend, who lived neareft to the apoftles times. Dr. Henry Felton, 
'^°* in his diflertation on reading the daiScs, and forming a 
juft ftyle, written In the year 17^9, &c. tells us ** That 
" our learned and venerable bilhop hath delivered himfelf 
" with thofe ornaments alone, which his fubject fuggefted 
" to him, and hath -written in that plainnefs and folelnnity 
*' of ftyle, that gravity and fimplicity, which give autho- 
*' rity to the facred truths he teacheth, and unanfwerabi.e evi- 
*' dence to the doctrines he defendeth ; that there is fome- 
•* thing fo great, primitive, and apoftolical in his writings, 
** that it creates an awe and veneration in our mind. 
*^ That the importance of his fubjedls is above the decoration 
*' of words, and what is great and majeftic in itfelf, looketh 
Life of bi- *« moft like itfelf,\he lefs it is adorned.'* Mr. Nelfon ohferves, 
^tTcdft"*'' " ^^^^ ^^ cannot forbear ackowledging the favourable dif- 
Lond. ^714, *^ penfation of providence, to the prefent age, in blefling it 
P« 75*76. ^' with fo many of thofe pious difcourfes whiph our truly 
*^ primitive prelate delivered from the pulpit ; and that he 
** rather takes the liberty to call it a favourable difpenfation 
*' of providence, becaufe the bifhop gave no orders him feifj^ 
** that they fhould be printed, but humbly neglected them 
«' as not being compofed , for the prefs. But that this cir- 
*' cumftance is fo far from abating the worth of the fermons, 
*^ or diminifliing the character of the author, that Mr. Nel- 
^' fon thinks it raifes the excellency of both; becaufe it 
*' Ihews at once, the true nature of a popular difcourfe, and 
'^ the great talent he had that way, for to improve the 
** generality of hearers, they muft be taught all the myfte- 

** rie» 
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«f rics of chriftianity, and the holy inftitutions belonging. 
« to it i fince it is upon this true foundation, that the prac- 
<^ tice of chriflian virtues muft be built, to make them ac* 
« ceptable in the fig^t of God. And then all this muft be 
(( delivered to the people in fo plain and intelligible a Qyle^ 
« that they may ealiJy comprehend it> and it muft be ad-. 
<< drefled to them in (b afFj^cting and moving a manner, tba^ 
V thek paffions may be winged to a vigorous profecutioxv 
" of v^hat is taught. iVlr. Nelfon tells us^ that i/^heisnol; 
" miftaken, the fermons, of our learned biihop jwfwcr this 
*' character ; and that he i$ confirmed in this opinion by the^ 
"judgment o.f thofe, who are allowed to have the greatest 
" talents for the pulpit^ ^ well as for all oth^^ parts o£ 
" learning (A)." , . . . . ;, 
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(a) Bifhop Beveridge left many 
learned works. Thofe publiihed by 
himfdf are as follow : ' < ' 

1. De langvaoum . ChientaUinn» 
prsfonim HebraicaCy Chaldaicae, Sy- 
riacx^ Arabtcae^ & Samaritanics, 
praeftantia ufu. Lond. 165S. 

2. Inftitntionum Clironolo^ieanmi 
fibri duoy 611* cum totidem a^itbme- 
ti«e8 clvoiiq^>gicaB .libdlis* I^ond. 
1669, 

3. Zinohiiiv, five 'Pandcitae Cano- 
num S. S. apoilolorum et concilio-' 
mm ab-Ecclefia Grseca recepKsrvim, 
Sec, Oxoaii 2 vol. fol. 167,1. 

4. Codex Canonum Ecclefiae Pri- 
mitive vindicatus & iluflratus. Lond. 
i67^. - - ' > .-"-•. 

5. The church catechifm explained 
for the nfeof the'dioceie oifStv'A- 
U^h, Lond. 1704, 4to» repriQt«4 
Several time9 iuice in a (maU voluflM'. 

Befidev the above miwftkmod 
WQtks of this prelate^ we h»ye 
the foUbw&ng; ' publiihed after )hi« 
death; 

6. Private thoughts upon religipn^ 
difefted'^co twelve articles,, witk 
pradicftl refioiutions fjornied. tberee 
upon : written in his younger year^ 
(when he was about twenty three 
years old) for the fettling of his prin- 
ciples ' and condud of life. }^ond. 
1709; 

7« Private thoughts upoaa chii5- 



tian life j or neceflary dire^lions for 
its- beginning and progrefs upoft 
earth, in order to its final perfedion 
in the BeaticK Virion, l^nd. ijog^ 
3. The great ncceflityand advan- 
tage of public prayer and frequent 
communion. Dcfigned to revivi pri- 
mitive piety 5 .with niedications, 
ejaculations, and prayers, beforq, at, 
and after the ^crament. Lond. 
171 o. Thefe have been reprinted 
feveral times in Svo. and iimo. 

9. One hundred and fifty fermona 
and difcourfes on. feveral fubje^s* 
Lond. 170^, &c« in I2 vol. 8 voi re- 
printed at London, I7i9>in a vol. fol. 

10. Thefaurus Theoldgicus ; or, 
A eompleat fyftenv of divinity, Cwxi* 
med up in brief notes upon feled pla- 
ces of the Old^nd t^pvr TetVament ; 
wherein the, facred text is reduce^ 
.under proppr, he^s, explained and 
iilul^rated with the. opinions and au- 
thorities of the s^icient fathers, coun-; 
cil% &c. L^ftd^, 17a, 4V0I. 8vo. 

lie A defence of the book of 
Pfalms, collected t^to Englilh rne- 
tro, by Thoroas SternjioW, John 
Hopkins, a«d othei^ with criiic^J 
ob^ryations on (he<new verfibn conv- 
pared witb^heold, London, 1710, 
8va. In thS book he gives the old ver- 
fion the preference to the,nfw. 

isb^ ;^xpofuion of the ^9 articles. 
Londo»> X7IQ, 1716, fol. 



BEVERLAND, (HADRtAN) a writer towards the end of ^ 
the fixteenlh century, born at Middleburgh, in Zealand. He 
M 3 was 
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was a man of genius, but proftituted his talents, by emv 
ploying them in the compofition of loofe and obfcene pieces* 
He took the degree of doctor of law, and became an advo* 
cate^ but his paffion for polite literature diverted him from 
the abftrufe ftudy of the law. He was a paf&onate-admirer 
FiftiOioni. ^^ Ovid, Catullus, Petronius^ and fuch authors. Mr. Wood 
•nfet^Toi.:. tells US that Beverland was at die untverfity of Oxford, in 
f»l. 189, 2d 1672. His trcatife on original fin (a), involved him in great 
1711!^"^' trouble ^d difficulties. He was committed to prifon at the 
Hague, and his book condemned to be burnt; hewasdif- 
charged however after he had paid a fine, and taken an oath, 
^hat he ^uld never write again upon fuch fubiects. He re- 
inoved te Utrecht, where he led- a meft diftolute life, and 
boafted every where of his book, which had been burnt at 
the Hagi|e. His behaviour at length obliged the magiflntes 
to fen4 him notice privately, that they expected he ihould 
immediately leave the city. He removed from thence to Leyr 
den, where he wrote a feyere fatyr againft the magiftrates 
and minifters of tht^t city, under the title of *^ Vox Clamantis 
in deferto," which was difperfed in manufcript. But finding 
after this, that it would not be fafe for him to remain in Hol- 
^ land, he went over to England, where Dr. Ifaac Voffius 
procured iiini a penfion. His income was inconfidera- 
ble, y^t he fpent the greatefl part of it in purchafing 
icarce books, obfcene defigns, pictures, n^edals, and 
ftrange ihells. He feems afterwards to have repented of his 
irregiiiar life, and to have been forry he had written fuch 
pieces (b). And as an attonement he is faid to have publifiied 
his Treatife de forniip^tione ^avenda(c), in 1698. He tellf 

(a) It is imitled Peccafum Origi- (i) fn i6So, bcpuUiihed in gvo. 

nale x«t' I^ox^'-i ^^ nuiacupatum phi- at Leyden, his book intitled, De 

lologice problematicos elucubratum Stolatac Virginititis jure Lucobratlo 

31 Themidis alumno. Vera redit fa- Academlca, which it a very loofe 

cies^ diflltnulata perit. Sleuthero- piece. He vrroce likewtfe another 

poll. Extra platcjim obfcuram, fine of the faane kind $ Qe ProAibuUs Ve- 

privilegio authoris, absque ubi Se terum, i.e. Of the Brothels of th« 

^uando. At the end of the book ancients j part of which was inferted 

are thefe words, In horto Hefperi- by Kaac Voflius in his cominenury 

tlam typis Adami ^vse Terrs filii, upon CatuUus. Niceron, roemoires 

167s, Hisdefign in thjs piece, is to pour fervir % Phiil. hommes iUu^« 

-^ew| that Adam^s fin confifted en- edit, de Paris, 1713. p. 344* ^6. 

^ tirely in the commerce with his wife, (c) The title of it is as follows. 

and that original An is nothing elfe De Fomicatione cavenda admont- 

j>ut the inciination of the fexes to tio, five adhortatio ad pudicitiam ^ 

^ach 9ther. He expatiates very <aftiutcm, Aa. admoaition to a- 

jargely upon this inclination, and void fornication, or an exhortatioA 

l^ft C^eA^ of ^t, zpd 'V^^^^9^ the to continence and chaility, Pruite^ 

inoflobfcenc term^. * ^t London^in Svo. 1698. 

"■■' ' ■ "' •" vi 
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us In an advertifement prefixed to this book, that it was the 

rcfult of his repentance, and fpeaks of his loofe pieces in the 

following terms. '< I condemn the warmth of my impru- 

^*' dent youth, I deteft my loofe ftyle, and my libertine 

** fentimcnts. I thank God, who has removed from my 

** eyes the veil, whiph blinded my fight in a mifcrable 

** mmner, and who would not fufier me any longer to 

** feek out weak arguments to defend this crime. He has 

^' likewife infpited me with fuch a refolution, that I have 

•* burnt all that I have written upon this fubjeft, andfentto 

*' the reflor Magnificus of the univerfity of Leyden, the 

*• books deProftibulis Veterum. I defire all perlons who 

*' have procured any manufcript of my writing either pri- 

** vately or in any other method, to return it to me, that 

** I may burn it myfelf. And if any perfon fhould refufe 

*^ this, I wifli him all the misfortunes which ufe to happen 

** to one who violates his truft (d)/* Yet notwithftanding 

Aefe expreffions, his fincerity has been fufpeded, and it 

has been alledged that he wrote this laft piece with no other 

TOW than toraife the curiofity of mankind, to enquire after 

the former piece. After Vofiius's death, he fell into the 

flioft extreme poverty, and incurred an univerfal hatred from 

die many violent fatyrs, which he had wrote againft different 

perfons. Befides this misfortune, his head began to be a* 

litde turned; and in the year 1712, he wandered from one Niceronmf- 

part of England to another, imagining that two hundred ^it'de PiZ 

men had confederated together to aflaffinate him. It is piro- rii 1731. 

bable that he died foon after, for we hear no more of him '®"' H-IM 

from that time. 34o« 

(d) The paflkge in the origlna] U hoc argumento fcripferaniy com* 

as follows, *' Damno calorem impro- buflerim> & libros de P. V. ad Rec* 

▼idaelllius aetatis j d^tcftor adulteri- torem M. Academiae Lugduno Bata* 

nam ftylum & nequiorem fenAim« vae tranfmiferim. Rogo omnes, qui 

Gratias Deo, quod tandem velamen, clam, Ti, vcl precario aliquid a me 

qoomiferecaecutiebam^abeeulis me- poflident M. S. utiAud mihi remiu 

is amoverity nee iiverit me diutius tant, ot & ipfe quoque tradam Vul- 

huic pertinacise patrocinia quaerere cano. Q^pd , (I quis negligat, ill! 

abfurdiora. Idem il{e Deus earn mi- omnes imprecor calamitates^ <|uae 

himentem dedit, ut omnia, quaede mallgno&perftdofolentGontlngere,** 

BEVERLY, (John of) archbifliop of York, in the eighth 
century, bom of a noble family, at Harpham, a fmall town 
in Northumberland. He was inftrufted in the learned Ian- Baleoy, % 
guages by Theodore, archbilhop of Canterbury, and was ^^^^^^^ 
cfteemed one of the bcft fcholars of his time. He became 9^ 
in high ^voiu with Alfred king of Nonhumbeilaad, who in 
■ M4 ' *<? 
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Bede, Hift. th^ Y^^^ ^^5^ g^^^ ^*"^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^f Haguftald crH^xatn^ 

eccies. gent, and in 687* tranflatcd him to that of York. In704j this 

Ang.l.5.c.2. pi-eiijte founded a college at Beverly, for fecular priefts^ 

which was afterwards endowed with very confiderable 

P,jfg„„.3 J, immunities. Amon^ orljer privileges, it had that bf an 

Bp. Giftf.o, af)lum or facluan' for .Icbiors, and perfons lufpeftcd for ca- 

hft edir vol. pij^l crimes. Vv uliirt if flood a chair of ftone with this in- 

a. col. 891 J'j.fiptJQj^ . 4t iij^^ (^^^^ lapidea freedftool dicitur, i, e. Pa- 

cis Cathedrs, ad quam reus fugiendo perveniens omnimo* 

dam habet fecurtatem." 'J'hat is, this floncfeat, i&caUed 

Freedflool, /. e, Ihe chair of peace, to which what crimina] 

foever flies has full proted\ioi;i." After he had governed the 

fee of York thirty-four years, hedivefted himfelf of his epif- 

copaJ character and retired to Beverly ; and four years after 

died in the odour of fanctity, on the 7th of May, jzj» 

tbii, *' About the middle of the i6th century, f fays M/» Gapn^en) 

*f in the year 1 564, upon opening a grave, they met with 

** a vault of fquared free-ftoiie, fifteen feet long, and two 

*f feet broad at the head^ but at the feet a foot ai^ a half 

" broad. Within it was a ihe^t of. lead four feet iongt 

*' and in that the aflies, and fix beads,, (whereof |hre€i 

*f crumbled ta-duft with a touch, ar^d of three rema^ining 

•' two were fuppofed to be cornelian) with three .gr^at.brii^ 

** pins, and four large if on nails. Upon the Ihe^t lay a 

' «* leaden plate, with a Latin in fcription to the fql^wing pur- 

** pofe. In the year of our,Lord J188, this church wa3 

«^ burnt in the month of September, on the night following 

• ,, \^: the fcafl of St. Math(?w the. apoftle i and in the year i.i97> 

•* on the 6th of the Ides of March, enquiry was nuadcj af|ef th^ 

** rcliques of St. John in this place, and ihefe bones were found 

^^ in the eaft part of the feptulchce, and were buried here, and 

** there alio dui> mixt with mortar was found and .buried.*' 

The day of his death was appointed afeftival by a fynod held 

at Lsondcin, in 1416. Bede, and other monkiih writers, 

•alcribe feveral miracles to John of Beverly (b). Between 

three 

• (b) " a youth (faysB^d*?) tha^ " tbe. alphabet-" Next he tried him 

** hnd been dumb from his infancy, with fingle words, and afterwards 

*' being brought to the gQod bifhop, with fentences; and from that tinw 

** he ordered him to put^ out his the young man had the frfce and en- 

**' tongue; and making the fjgn of firo ufe of fpeiech. A «un in the 

" the crofh upon it, he commanded moniftcry of Watton, named Quo- 

** him to.!' aw it in again. Then he anbivg, having been blooded in the 

"bad him pronounce the letter A, arm, and the wound fevering, wa», 

*^ which he reac^ily did j then the through the violence of the pain oc- 

•*' letter B/ and fo on quit« through cafioncd thereby, brought in danger 

of 
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tihree and four hundred years after his death, his body was 
taken up by Alfric, archbifliop of York, and placed in a 
fhrine richly adorned witkfilver, gold, and pJ^^cious ftones. .j.^^^ g^^^ 
We are told that W illiam the Conqueror, when he ravaged Aa*Fontit 
Northumberland with a numerous army, fpared Beverly Ebor* 
alone, out of a religloMs veneration for St. John of that place. 
This prelate wrote fome pieces, whiqh ar^ mentioned by 
~ ' and Pitts (c). 



of death. The abbefs hereupon de- which means ihe was inilantly made 

fired the archbi(hop, who was coir.e whole, and ferved the good biihop 

thither, to vifit the poor girl, and at table. Of the fame flamp are 

-itMt her . with his prayers ; which the other niiracles recorded by Bede. 

]6h|i accordingly did, and gave her Hift. Ecdes.Gent. Ang. lib. v. c.s. 

bis benediction. From that ini^ant , \ rt^, r ^ •* ^. ^u 

■Jier p^n began to abate, and Hie i^^ ^^'^^ two writers mention the 
wa^foonreftored to perfea health. ioliowmg. 

Aaotker'time, iiaving confecrated a ' 1. Pro Luca exponenda* 
chflfrcb, and being invited to a din- 2» HomiliaeinEvangelia. 
1^. b^ a, nobleman named Pucfa, 3. £pi(iolie ad Hildam AbbatiT* 

whofe wife lay fick in bed 5, John fym, 
fcnt ^r fome of the corife(5r^ted wa- ' 4. Epiftolse ad Herebaldum, An- 

y lor, ordering her to drirtfiPit} by denmn et Bertinum. • -•' 

. BEZA (TiiioDORE^ a mpft ^alou^ promoter and de« 
fender of the reformed church, born at Vczelai, in Burgun- 
dy, June the 24th j 1519. He was brought up by his uncle 
Nicholas de Beze ; caunfellor of the parliaitient of Paris, 
till December 1528, when he was fent to Orleans under the . 
caria of .M^khior -Wjaimai;. . H^ lived feyen years with Wol- 
mar, under whom he made an ^extraordinary progrefsin po- 
lite learning, ,and froni him imbibed the principles of the 
prot^ftapt, religion . His uncle intended him for. the bar, ,^j ^^I^^J 
The law however not OHti«g his dipoftfiion, he bellowed moft rum. 
ofhis'time in reading the Greek aiid Latin authors, and in 
coinf9JSrtg Verfes. He took his licentiate's decree in 1539, 
and went to Paris.' He h^d nmdea, promife to a yoyng 
woiiiim to marry her puhJickly as ibon as fome obftacles 
fhould ' be removed, and in' the mean time not to engage 
hi'mfelf in the ecclefiaftical Jftate. A fuddeh and dangerous 

• iUnefs prevented him fome time from putting his defign 
into execution^ but as foon as he had recovered he fled with 

' this woman to Geneva; where he arrived, October the 
24th 1348, and from thence went to Tubingen, to fee Mel- 
chior Wo! mar. The year after he accepted of the Greek 
profeflbrlhip at Laufanne ; which he held for nine or ten 
years, and then returned to Geneva, where he became a 
proteftant minifter. He did not confine bimfelf whilft hei^jj, 

held 
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held his profcflorfliip, to the Greek lectures, but alfo read 
in French on the New Teftament, and publifhed feveral 
books whilft he redded at Laufanne (a). Having fetded at 
Geneva in 1559, he adhered to Calvin in the ftricteft man- 
ner, and became in a little time his cdllegue in the church 
and in the univerfity. He was fent to Nerac, to the king 
of Navarre, to confer with him upon affairs of importance. 
This prince had expreffed his defire both bj letters 
^"^j,*J^and deputies that Theodore Beza might aflift at the 
KwTh.Be- conference of Poiffi, and the fenate of Geneva complied 
sar, p. ai, ^ith his requeft, nor could they have made choice of a per- 
fon. more capable of doing honour to the caufe, for Beza 
was an excellent fpeaker, he knew the world, and had a 
grei^ fhare of wit. The whole audience hearkened atten- 
tively to his harangue till he touched upon the real pre- 
fence, on which fubje£^ he dropt an expreffion which occa- 
fioned fome murmuring (b). Throughout the whole con-^ 
ference, he behaved himfelf as a very able man. He often 
preached before the king of Navarre, and the prince of 
Conde. After the maffacre of Vaffi, he was deputed to Ae 
king to complain of this violence ; the civil war fcdiowed 
ibon aftf r, during which the prince of Conde kept him with 



(a) The firft piece he poblKhed 
here was a Freoch tragi-comedy, in- 
titled, Le Sacrafice d* Abraham. 
Jacomot turned it into Latin, in 
1598. Almoft at the fame time, 
James Bruno tranflated it into the 
fame language at Amilerdam. It 
has been re-printed feveral times. 
Pafquier thus fpeaks of it, *' A- 
*' bout this time was Theodore do 
" Bezc, a brave French and Latin 
** poet, he compofcd the facrifice 
•< of Abraham in French vcrfe 5 it 
*< was drawn in fo lively a manner* 
'< that the reading of it has made 
** tears fall from my eyea.*' 

Beza had been accuftomed to go to 
Geneva in the vacations, to fee CaU 
vin, who exhorted him to dedi- 
cate his talents to the fervice of the 
church, and advifed him to fini(h 
what Marot had begun. Bezafol^ 
iowed this advice, and tranflated the 
hundred pfalms that remained , into 
French verfe, and they were printed, 
yt\th the kipg's privilege, in |^$|, 



One of the moft remarkable writiaga 
which he publifhed during hia ftay 
at Laufanne, was the treatife, " De 
•' Haereticisimagiftratupuniendis.** 
He publiihed it by way of aniwvr to 
the book which Caftalio, oader the 
feigned name of Martinus BellioSt 
had compoibd on this important fub- 
jed, a little after the punishment of 
Servetnt. 

He puUKhed alfo at this p]aoe» 

A ihort expofition of chrxftianity 
ex dodrina de aeterna Dei Praedefti- 
natione j 

An anfwer to Toachlm Weilpha« 
lus, concerning the Lord*8 Supper} 

Two dialogues on the fame fob* 
jed againft Tillemannus Heihufius; 

And an anfwer to Caftalio con# 
ceming the dodrine of predeftination. 

(b) {The expreffion was this* 
" We fay that the body of Jcfua 
** Chriil is as diftant from the brea4 
*' and wine, as the higheft heaven 
<' is from the earth.** Beza, hift^ 
C9cle(2Jift. book 4« P« J x^t 



bioif 
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htm: Beza was prefent at the battle of Dreux» and did not 
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rettirn to Geneva till after the peace of 1563. He revifited 
France in 1568. He publKfaed feveral books after his return to 
Geneva (c). He went again to France in i57i> to aifift at 
the national fynod of Rochelle, of which he was chofen 
moderator. The year after he was prefent at that of Nifmes» 
where he oppofed the faction of John Morel. He was at 
the conferences of Montbeliard, in 1586, where he difputed 
with John Andreas a divine of Tubingen. Beza deiired that 
the difpute might be held by arguments in form ; but he was 
obliged to comply with his adverfary, who was unwilling to 
be conftrained by the rules of fyllogifm. In 1588, he was 
at the /ynod of Bern, when the dodrine of Samuel Huberus 
relating to our juftification before God, was condemned. Fayus, Hxia. 

The infirmities of old age beginning to fall heavy upon him^' ^^* 
in I597> ^^ could feldom fpeak in publick; and at 
laft he left it off intirely in the beginning of the year 1600. 
However in 1597 ^^ wrote fome animated verfes againfi: 
the Tefuits, on occafion of the report that was made of 
his death, and of his having before he died made profeffion 
of the Roman faith. He lived till the thirteenth of October, 
1605. He was a man of extraordinary merit, and one who 



(c) Soon after the cftablifliment 
in the charch of Geneva, he turned 
into Latin a confeflion of faith, which 
l>e had ibrinerly written in French, 
to juAify himfelf to his father, and to 
endeavonr to convert the good old 
man. He publifhed this confeiBon in 
7560, and dedicated it to his mafter 
Melchior Wolmar. His pen lay ftiU 
whilft he was in the army, either 
with the prince of Conde, or the 
admiral de Coligny ; but as foon as 
be was come back to Geneva, he 
^^ote two anfwers, one to Cailalio, 
Che other to Francis Baudouin. 

He afterwards attacked Brentlys, 
and James Andreas, upon their doc- 
trine of the Ubiquity. About the 
iaine time he wrote his book de Di- 
▼ortiis & Repudiis, againft Bemardine 
Ochin^ who had written in favour of 
polygamy. 

He alfo attacked the errors of Fla- 
fius Illyricus. He anfwered Clau- 
dius de Saintes, Selncccerus, James 
Andreas, Pappus, Sec, Hetranilat- 
^ the pfabns of David into all foru of 



Latin verfe. He publUheda treattfe 
of the facraments, and a book againit 
Hoffmannus, fome fermons on the 
paflion of Jefus Chrift, and on Solo* 
mon's fong ; a verHon of the Canti- 
cles in lyric verfe, an anfwer to 
Genebrard, to whom this tranflation 
had afforded a new (ixbjtCt of re- 
peating his abufes. 

In 1590, he published his treatife 
de Excommunicatione 8e Prefbyterio, 
againft Thomas Eraftus. Some timo 
after, he examined Saravia^ book^ 
de Miniftrorum Evangelii Oradibus. 
A tnS^ particular account of his 
writings mav be feen in Anthony la 
Faye*s catalogue, at the end of his 
work de Vita & Obitu Theodori 
Bezae ; but he has omitted the Icones 
of the famous men who fet their hand 
to the work of the reforma- 
tion, and the ecclefiaftical hiftory 
of the reformed churches there^ 
a very curious work, which reaches 
from 1521, down to the peace of 
March 13, is^Z* 

Hi 
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did great fervices to the proteftant caitfe ; 'but this expofed* 
him to innumerable flanders and calumnies ; but he fhewed 
both to the Catholicks and Lutherans, that he underAood 
how to defend himfelf.. His poems intitled Juvenilia^' hare 
made a great noife (d). TKey have been thought to contain 
verfes too free, and not fuited to the purity of th^ ChrifBi» 
religion. 

(d) They were printed at Paris in for three years. Theie poem^ con<* 
154.S9 by Jodocus Badius Afcenfius, iifl of Silyae^ £piuphs> IroageSf 
with a privilege of the parliament IconcSji and Epigrams. 

BIDDLE, (John) an enlfnent Englifti writer amongft the 
Socinians, born in 1615, at Wotton-under-Edge, in GIou- 
count of the ccfterfhire. He was educated at the frce-fchool in this town, 
life of T. and being a promifing youth, was taken notice of by George, 
Biddle, pre- Lord Berkeley ; who allowed him an exhibition of ten pounds 
ift Vol. of ^ y^^r (a). In 1634 he was fent to the univerfity of Oxford, 
Socinian and entered at Magdalen hall. On the 230! of June 1683, he 
toaas,print- j^^]^ ^j^g degree of bachelor of arts, and foon after was in- 
don* 1691. ^*^^^ ^^ ^^ matter of the fchool of his native place, but de- 
4to. dined it. May the 20th, 1641, he took his degree of mafter 

of arts, and the magiftrates of Gloucefter having chofen him 
mailer of the free- fchool of St Mary de Crypt Jn that city, 
he went and fettled there, and was. much efteemed for his^ 
Ibjd. p. 4. diligence. But falling into fome opinions concerning the 
• '' Trinity, different from thofe commonly received (b), and 
Saving expreffed his thoughts with too much freedom, he was 
occufed of herefy : and being fummoned befpre the magis- 
trates, he exhibited in writing a confeffion, which not being 
thought fatisfa£tory„ he was obliged to make- anothef more 
explicite than the former. When he had fully confidered this, 
do^rine, he conaprifed it in twelve argiunents drawi;) out of 
the fcriptures wherein the commoniy jreceived opinion, 

touching 

(a) Whilft he was at fchool he Wood's Athenae, edit. lyiziyVoUs. 

tranflated Virgil's eclogues, and the col. 300, 

two firft fatyrs of Juvenal into Eng- (b) The author of his life tells us, 

^Uh verfe. Both which tranflations " that having laid afide the impedi^ 

were printed at London in 1634 in " nients of prejudice, he gave him- 

^vo. and dedicated to John Sjnith, " felf liberty to try all things, that he 

of.Nibley, in the county of Glou- " might hold fail that which is good, 

^eft^r, Efq. He compofed likewife " Thus diligently reading the holy 

z%}d recited before a full auditory *' fcriptur?s (for Socinian books he 

an elaborate oration in Latin, on the *' had read none) he perceived the 

death of one of his fchool-fellows, ** common dodlrine concerning the 

^ « holy 
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touching the deity of the Holy fpirit, is refuted (c). An ac- 
quaintance who had a copy of them, having (hewed them , 
to the magiftrates of Gloucefter, and to the parliament com- 
mittee then refiding there, he was committed on the fecond 
of December 1645, to the common gaol, (tho' at that time 
affli£led by a fore fever) to remain in that place, till the par4 
liament (hould take cognizance of the matter. However, an 
eminent perfon in Gloucefter procured his enlargement, by 
giving fecurity for his appearance when the parliament (hould 
fend for him. In June 1646, archbifhop U(her pafSng^j^y. 
through Gloucefter in his way to London, had a conference 
with our author, and endeavoured, but in vain, to perfuade 



** holy trinity was not well ground- 
" «d in revelation, much Icfs in 
*' reafon, and being as generous in 
" fpeaking as free in judging, he 
** did, as occalion oflfered, difcover 
•* his reafon of queflioning it." 

(c) His twelve arguments are as 
follow. 

1. He that is diAingut(hed from 
God, is not God. The holy fpirit is 
diftinguifhed from God. Ergo. This 
he grounds upon thofe palTages of 
fcripture, wher« tllie holy fpirit is 
called the fpirit of God, (aid to be 
fent by God", &c. 

2. If he that gave the holy fpirit t6 
the Ifraelites to inftrudl th«m, be Je- 
hovah alone, then the holy fpirit is 
not Jehovah, or God. But he that 
gave the holy fpirit to the If- 
raelites to inftruft them, is Jeho- 
vah alone. Ergo. Nehem. ix. 6. 
»o. 

3. He that fpeaketh not of him- 
fclf, is not, God. The holy fpirit 
fpeaketh not of himfelf. Ergo. John 
Xvi. ig. 

4. He that heareth from another 
what he fhall fpeak, is not God. The 
Holy fpirit doth fo. Ergo. John 
xvi. 13. 

5. He that receivcth of another's, 
is not God. The holy fpirit doth 
fo. Ergo. John xvi. 14. 

6. i;ie that is- fent by another, 
is not God. The holy fpirit is 
fent by another, Er^o. John 
xvi. 7. 



7. He that is the gift of God, is 
not God. The holy fpirit is the gift 
of God. Ergo. AGs xii. 27. 

8. He that changeth place, is not 
God. The holy fpirit changeth place. 
Ergo. Luke iii. 21, 22. John i. 32. 

9. He that prayeth unto Chrift to 
come to judgment, is not God. The 
holy fpirit doth fo. Ergo. Rer. 
xxii. 17. 

10. He in whom men have not 
believed, and yet have been difciples 
and believers, is not God. Men have 
not believed in the holy fpirit, aitd 
yet have been fo. Ergo. A€t$ xix. 2. 

11. He that hath an underAanding 
diftindt from that of God, is not God, 
The holy fpirit hath underAanding 
diftina frpm that of God. Ergo. 
John xvi. 13, 149 15. 

12. He that hath a will diftindl in 
number from that of God, is not God. 
The holy fpirit hath a will diiUnd in 
number from that of God. Ergo. 
Kom. viii. 26, 27. 

Thefe twelve arguments, &c. were 
firft publi^ed in 1647, and reprint- 
ed in 1653, and laftly in 1691, 410. 
in a colledlion of Socinian tracts, in- 
titled. The Faith of one God, &c. 
They were anfwcred by Mathew 
Poole, M. A. the learned editor of 
Synopfis Critioorum» in his plea for the 
Godhead of the Holy Ghoft, Sie, 
and by Nicholas EAwick, M. A. as 
alfo by Dr. Cloppcnburch, and Sa* 
muel Des Martts^ Profeflbrs in Hol« 
land. 



him 
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him of his errors (d). Six months after he had been Oct at 
liberty he was fummohed to appear at Weilminfter, and the 
parliament appointed a committee to examine him ; before 
whom he freely confeflcd, That he did not acknowledge the 
commonly received notion of the divinity bf the Holy Ghoft"; 
ibut, however, was ready to hear what could be oppofed to 
him, and if he could not make out his opinion to be true^ 
honeflly to own his error. But being wearied with tedious 
and expenfive delays, he wrote a letter to Sir Henry Vane, a 
member of the committee, requefting him either to procure 
his difcharge, or to make a report of his cafe to the houfe 
of commons. Therefult of this was his being committed to 
the cuftody of one of their oflScers, (which reftraint con- 
tinued the five years following.) He was at length referred 
to the affembly of divines then fitting at Weftminfter, before 
whom he often appeared, and gave them in writing his twelve 
arguments, which were publifhed the fame year. Upon their 
publication he was fummoned to appear at the bar of the 
houfe of commons ; where being a(ked, Whether he owned 
thistreatife, aiid the opinions therein, he anfwered in the af« 
firmative. Upon which he was committed to prifon, and 
the houfe ordered, on the 6th of September, 1647, that the 
book fhould be called in and burnt by the hangman, and the 
author be examined by the committee of plundered minifters ; 
and it was accordingly burnt the 8th of the fame month. . But 
'^hitclock's Mr. Biddle drew a greater ftorm upon himfelf by two trafis 
^l^f\ he publifhed in the year 1648, " A Confeffion of Faidi 
p. 26$!^*' *' touching the holy Trinity according to the fcripture ; and 
*' The teftimonies of Irenaeus, Juliin Martyr, Tertullian, 
*' Novatianus, Theophilus, Origen. As alfo of Arnobius, 
<^ Ladantius, Eufebius, Hilary, and Brightman; concern- 
*' ing that one God, and the perfons of the holy Trinity, 
*' together with obfervations on the fame." As foon as they 
were publifhed the aflcmbly of divines foUicited the parlia- 
ment, and procured an ordinance, inflifling death upon 
thofe diat held opinions contrary to the received dodbrine 

(d) ** BiftiopUflier'* (fays Mr. Ed- ** ror, or clfe the whole church of 

wards) " coming through Gloucef- " Chrifl, who had in all. ages wor- 

*' ter> fpake with him, and ufed him '^ ihipped the Holy Ghoft, had been 

'* with all faimefs and pity, as well *' guilty of idolatry ; but the mia 

*' as ftrength of arguments, to con- ** was no whit moved either by the 

'* vince him of his dangerous error. ** learning, gravity, piety, or zeal 

*' A rainifter of the city of Glou- " of the good bifliop, but continued 

** cefter told me, the Biftiop laboured ** obftinate !** The third part of 

** to convince him, telling him that Gangraena, &c. by T« Edwards, Load. 

*^ either he was in a damnable er- 1646, 410. p. 87. 

•I about 
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dbout theTrinit]^ and fevere penalties upon thofe who dif- 
fered in lefler matters. Mr. Biddle however efcaped by a 
diflention in the pariiament^ part of which was joined by the 
army^ many of whom, both officers and foldiers, were liable 
to the feveritie^ of the ordinance above-mentioned, which 
therefore from that time lay unregarded for feveral years. Mr4 
Biddie had now more liberty allowed him by his keepers, 
who fuSered him, upon fecurity given, to go into Stafford- 
ibire, where he lived fome time with a juftice of peace, who 
entertained him with great hofpitality, and, at his death, left 
him a legacy. Seijeant John Bradfliaw, preiident of the 
council of ftate, his mortal enemy, having got intelligence of 
this indulgence granted him, caufed him to be recalled, and 
more ftridly confined. In this confinement he fpent his whole 
fubftance, and was reduced to great indigence, till he was 
employed by Roger Daniel of London, to correft an impref- 
fion of the Greek feptuagint Bible, which that printer was 
about to publifh ; this gained him for fome time a com- 
fortable fubfiflance. 

In 1 65 1, the parliament publifhed a general z{k of oblivion, 
when Mr. Biddle was refiored to his liberty, which he im- 
proved among thofe friends he had gained in London, in 
meeting together every Sunday for expounding the fcripture, 
and difcourfing thereupon ; by which means his opinions con- 
cerning the unity of God, Ohrifl his only fon, and his holy 
fpirit, were fo propagated, that the Prefbyterian minifters 
became highly offended. 

The fame year he publifhed his twofold Scripture Cate- Life, See, p« 
chifm (£}, which coming into the hands of fome of the mem- ^7* 

<i) A larger and ftiorterCatechifm, ** names foever di(Ungui(hed, have 

in which the anfwers are exprelTed in ** either more or lefs departed from 

the very words of fcripture. The ** the fimplicity and truth of the 

title of the firft is, " A fcripture ^^ fcripture.*' Lond. 2654, 8vo. 
*' Catechifin $ wherein the chiefeft The tide of the other is, << A brief 

" points of the ChriiUan Religion Scripture Catechifm for children ; 

** being queftionwife propofed, re- wherein, notwitliAanding the brevity 

** foWe themfelves by pertinent an- thereof, all things neceffary unto life 

'* fwert taken word for word out of and godlineft are contained." This 

^* the fcripture, without either con- twofold catechifm was animadverted 

'' fequences or comments $ com- upon by Dr. John Owen, in his Vin- 

''.pofed for their fakes that would dicise Evangelicse, or myftery of the 

^* fain be mere ChrifUans, and not Gofpel vindicated. Ice. Ozon. 1655, 

" of this or that feA, in as much as 410. 
^ all feas of Chriftians, by what 

bers 
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bers of Oliver Cromwell's parliament) which met September 
3) 1654, 2L copplaint was made; ^ainfl it in- the houfe of 
commons. Whereupon the author beiog brought to the bar 
in the beginning of December, and aiked. Whether he wrote 
that book ? he anfwered by afking. Whether it feemed rea- 
fonable, that one brought before a judgment-feat as a criminal, 
fhould accufe himfeif ? After fome debates 2,nd refolutions, 
he was on the 1 3th of December committed' clofe prifoner 
to the Gitehoufe. A bill likewifc was ordered to be brought 
in for punifhing him j but, after about fix months imprifon- 
ment, he obtained his liberty at the court of king's bench,, by 
due courfeof law. About a year after another no lefs formi- 
dable danger overtook him, by his engaging in a difpute with 
one Griffin an Anabaptift teacher. Many of Griffin's con- 
gregation having embraced Biddle's opinions concerning the 
Trinity, he thought the beft way to flop the fpreading of 
fuch errors, would be openly to confute his tenets. For this 
purpofe he challenges Biddle to a publick difputation at'hia 
meeting in the Stone Chapel in St. Paul's Cathedral, on this 
queftion, " Whether Jefus Chrift be the moft High or Al- 
** mighty God?" Biddle would have declined the difpute, 
but was obliged to accept of it. And the two antagonifts 
having met amongft a numerous audience, Griffin repeats 
the queflion, afking if any man there did deny, that Chrift 
was God moft High. To which Biddle refolutely anfwered, 
I do deny it. And by this open profeffion gave his adver- 
faries the opportunity of a pofitive and clear accufation^ which 
they foon laid hold of, But Griffin being baffled, the dif- 
putation was deferred till another day, when Biddle was to 
take his turn of proving the negative of the queftjon. In 
the mean while. Griffin and his party not thinking them- 
felves a match for our author, accufed him of /frefli blafphe- 
mies, and procured an order from the Prote£ior to apprehend 
him on the third of July (being the day before the intended 
Life, ibid. fg^^Qj^j difputation) and to commit him to the Compter. He 
was afterwards fent to Newgate, and ordered to be tried for 
his life the next ieffions, on the ordinance agatnft blafphemy. 
However, the Proteflor not choofing to have him cither con- 
demned or abfolved, took him out of the hands of the law, 
and detained him in prifon, and at length being wearied with 
receiving petitions for and againft him, banifhed him to. St. 
Mary's Cattle in the Me of Sctlly, where he was fent the 
' beginning of Oflober 1655. During this exile he employed 
himfeif in fiudying feveral intricate matters, particularly the 

Revela- 
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Revfel^lOrt of St. John (f). About the fcegtnftiftg of the 
year 1658, the Proteftor^ thro' the intefccffionv of many 
friends, fufiered a writ of Habeas Corpus to be granted out 
of the king^s bench courts whereby the [ rifoner was brought 
back) and nothing being laid to his charge, was fet at liberty^ 
Upon his return to London, he became paftor of an indepen* 
dent meeting. But he did not continue long in town, fpi; 
Oliver Cromwell dying September the 3d, 1638, his foi^ 
Richard called a parliament confiding chiefly of Prefty- 
terians, whom of all men fiiddle moft dreaded: He 
therefore retired privately into the country. This parlian^n^ 
being foon diflbived, he returned to his former employment 
till the reftoration of King Charles the fecond, when the ^^^f &«• P« 
liberty of difienters was taken away, and their meetings ^' *^' ** 
punifhed as feditious.. Upon this account fiiddle reft rained 
bimfelf from public to more private afTemUies^ But he could 
not even fo be fafej for on the firft of June 1662^ he was 
fetzed in his lodging, where he and fome few of his 
friends had met for divine worfhip : The)r were carried before 
a juftice of peace, who committed them all to prifon, where 
they lay, till the recorder took fecurity for their anfwering 
to the charge brought againft them at the next feffions* But 
the court not being then able to find a ftatutc; whereon to forni 
any criminal indictment, they were referred to the feffioni 
■following, and proceeded againfl at common law^ 
each of the helirers was fined twenty pounds, Mr. 
Biddle one hundred, and to lie in prifon till paid. But iii 
lefs than five weeks he, by his clofe confinement, con- 
tczQied a difeafe, which put an end to his life on the 22d of 
September 1662, in the 47th year of his age. He was^^*^ 
buried in the coemetery near CMd Bethlem, in Moor- 
fields; and a monument of flone was ere£led over his 
grave, with an infcription. His life was publifhed in Latin 
at London 1682 : the author, Mr. Fat^ington, of the Inner 
Temple, (as Mr. Wood informs us) gives him a high cha- 
racter for his great zeal for promoting holinefs of life and 
manners, ** for (favs he) this was always his end and defigh 
<< in what he taught. He valued not his doctrines for fpecu- 
<< lation, butpradice; infbmuch that he Would not difcourfe 
*« ^f thofe points wherein he differed from others, witk 
<< thofe that appeared not religious according to their know-| 
«* ledge. Neither could he bear thofe that difTembled in 

(f) After his return to London h« ** Apocalyps.** In which he treats 

publiOied <^ An EiTay to the explam- of the beaft in the Apoca]yp8> Anti* 

" ing of the Revelation, or notes chrift, the perfonal rtign, of Chrid 

•< on fome of the chapters of tht on carch^ kQ, 

Vol.. IL N «* i;rf 
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profcffion for worldly interefts. He was a ftrifi oMervet 
himfelf, and a fevere cxz6kor in others, of reverence in 
fpeaking of God and Chrift and boly things, fo that he 
would by no means hear their names, or any (tntence of 
boly fcripture, ufed vainly pr lightly., much lefe any fooliih 
talking or fcurrility. He would often tell his frjends, that 
no religion would benefit, a ba,d man, and call upon th^m 
to refolve, as well t9 profefs and ^pradtiTe the truth that 
js according to goolineis^. as u> ftudy to find it out. — - 
His learning in matters of religion jvas gained by. ^ dili- 
gent fludy of the holy fcriptures, efpecially of the Ne\f 
Teftament; wherein be was To conver^nt, t;hat he retained 
it all in his memory word for wordj^not only in Jinglifli 
but in Greek, as far as, the fourth, chapter of thje Reyela^ 
tion of St. John. This thorough knowledge in ibc fcrip* 
tures, joined to a happy and ready memory, whereby be 

' retained alfo the fum of what b^ had read in au^bors^ gave 
him great advantage againfi all opponents, and in all bis 
difcourfes, but without the leaft • appearance of boafting. 
No tincture of ambition appeared in him, nor the leaft 
degree of covetpufnefs i for he always fufl^ined himfelf by 
his own induftry, when he vras in a capacity of ufing it) 
and would never accept of any fupplies, though ofiered, 
but when his neceilities, arifing from imprifonment, fick- 

' nefs, or the like, forced him .to it i for he had,k«rned td 
becontented with a little, and fought not morQ, yea, out 
of that little wovild contribute to the neceffities of. others. 
Temperance wa^ at all times laoft confpicup^s in hina, a^ 
well in eating as in drinking^ and he thought it not enough 
to be very ciiafte^ bpt that J>e ought to avoid aU fufpidoa 
of unchaftity, infomuch that he wouki nQt wijliiigly lack 
upon a woman without jultoceafionj and ww^,.very un- 
eafy if< left in a rooi^ with<^ne aljcme, till relieved by more 
company.: — y^tie would be pierry gnd pleafant, . ai^ liked 
well that company ftiould be fo too, yet even ii) his com- 
mon convcrfa tion h^ always retained an awe of the. divine 
prefence, and was fomctimes Qiiferved to lift up his hand 
iuddenly, .which thofe that w«re iiitiipate with biiti knew 
to be an eficf): of a fecret ejaculalipft. But in bis ck>fet 

..devotions, be was wopt .fo pr^Arai^e biinfelf upon the 
ground, after, the. manner of pur Siaviour in his agony^ 

. ^nd would commend .that poihireof worfhip alfo to his 
moft intimate friends. Finally, he. was eminent for bis 
jiiftice and iharity towards nien, as he was for his piety 
tovirarJs God/* 

... BID- 
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6IDLOO, (Godfrey) a fomous anatomical writer. 
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born at Amfterdam the 12th of March 1649. After he hadf^^ccronme- 
paffed through his academical ftudies, he appKcdhimfelf cn-:^^"' P^J*/ 
tirely to Phyfic and Anatomy, and took ius jde^ee of doflor.iom. 7. p. : 
of* p4iy*fic. He loon got into very confiderable pravSticej and i*5 e<^j^- de 
in 168.S was made profeflbr x)f anatomy at the Hague, whiciil^^***^**' 
he quitted in 1694 ^^^ ^^^ pi-ofefforfliip of anatomy and cfci^' . 
rargery at Leyden ; and King William the third of Eng«: 
land appointed hiril his -phyfician, which he a4rceptcd of (A- 
condition of holding hii profeflbrftip. The king died' in' 
17021^ and Bidloo returmcd to his former employments,' 
which he had been interrupted in thedifcharge of, by his coa-' 
ftflint attendance upon that prince. He died at Leyden* 
April 1 713, berng fixty-four years of age (a). _ • >^ 



(a) Hii works are as fQllov^.r 

I. Ana tomia huipani corporis cfl^- 
ttim & quinque TabuIU per G. dc 
Laire(Te ad vivum delineatis derhbn- 
ftraia, veterom rcccntiorumqoc in-' 
ventis cxplicata, plorimifque hadentit 
noQ ^re^is. i^uArata. Amftelo- 
dami 1685. This is a mod magni-- 
ficent work, the cuts are a foot and 
a half long, and a foot broad 5 and 
engraven with the utmoA exaAnefs. 

•2. Di0ertatio de Antiquitai^ Ana«> 
topies, Lcyden 1694^ He pro-_ 
nouoced this oration conccrnicg the 
inliqulty of amatomy, when he took 
uptm him the profeflbrfhlp of fcna- - 
tomy at Lfyd«n the 8th of Match 
1694. 

J. Oratio in funerc PauH tter- 
mirini med. doft. difta pridie KaU 
Martii 1695 in auditorio magno 
Leyden 1695, This is a ftmerai 
oruion upon Paul Htrmam, -tlo^r 
of. pbyiic, pronounced at Leyden 
the » 7th of February 1695. 

4» Vindici« qnarundam Dtltneati- 
onttm Auatomieanmi contra rineptit ' 
animadveriiones Fr. Ruyfehii pra« ' 
left. anat. chirurg. Sc bat. Leyden 
3697, in 4to. 

•Mr. Frederick Ruyfch, having in 
his anatomical letters excepted againft 
feteiil d^ftrii^tons, vrhieh Bid)od 
had poblilhed thirteen years before, 
in hb anatomy, the latter was piqued 
Atjt, and replied to him in this piece, 
>A which ha treats hit antagonift 
N 2 



with great fisTcdty^ andaflfirms tint: 
be knows nothki^ of anatomy, ^ ' 
c. A letter to Anthony Leewen*' 
hoek concerning the animils whicK" 
are fometimcs found in the liver of * 
fiieep or fome! other animals. This . 
.Was publi(hed in^Lg^ Dutch at Del£ie> 
.1693, in 4to. 

6. Gulielmus Cowper criminis li- 
tcrarii citatus cor^m Tribunali rio- 
bilifs. ampltfs. ^ocietatis Brit;^nbo> * 
Kegiae^ Leyden 1700, in 4to. Thi$ , 
piece contains a very Cevere accufa- 
tion againrt Mr. Cowper, a furgeon 
of London, and fellow of the royal ' 
fociety. 

7. Exercirntionum Anatomico Chi- 
rurgicarum pecades dua^ Leydea 
1 70S, in 4to. 

S. He pnbHflied likewifc a fmafl 1 
piece upon the diieafb of which king 
William the third of Enghind died; 

9. Letters d the ApofHes who r 
were martyred. Amfterdam. 1698, . 
in ifto'. The letters are written i\fi 
Low Dutch rerfe. He fuppotes ill 
this book tbaif ^the apoilles wrota . 
thefe letters before they fuffefed^njar* > 
tyrdorin, and addrefi^d them to their 
difciplcs, in order to inform them : 
of their laft defires, and to inftroil 
them in whatinanoer they ought to .i 
aL&, after- themlelvea were removed ■ 
from thia world* ■ < 

10. There were publiflied at Ley- - 
den 1719a mifc^aqbobs colledtioo of 
our Mthor*a ymam in Low Patch. . 

BiG. 
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BIGNON, (Jerom) a French writer, bom at Fms ra 
the year 1590. His father took the care - of his education 
ppon himfeif, and taught him the languages, phUoibphy, 
p^rrault mathematics, civil law, and divinity. Jerome acquired great 
hoirmes d- knowledge in a very Ihort time, and at ten years of age 
Juft«v^»«n. puiJiflied his defcription of the Holy Land (a); and three 
Ik.^3de'pal years after two offer works (b), which gained him great repu- 
te i7oi« tation in France ; and Henry the fourth appointed him page 
of honour to the Dauphin, afterwards Lewis the thirteenth. 
He wrote a treatife of the precedency of the kings of France ( c)» 
which he dedicated to King Henry, the fourth, who ordered 
him to continue bis refearches upon this fubjef^i but the 
death of this Pvince interrupted his defign, and made him 
leave the court ; however he was icon recalled at the follici^ . 
tation of Mr. le Fevre, preceptor to Lewis the thirteenth, 
and continued at court till the death of his friend. In 1615 
he publiihed an edition of the Formulae of Marculphus(i>). 
The year following he took a journey to Italy, where he 
received many marks of efteem from Pope Paul the fifth, 
and contraAed an intimate friendfliip with the cardinal of St. 
Sufanna. Father Paul like wife being pleafed with his cor<- 
verfation, detained him fome time at Venice. 

Upon his return from his travels he applied himfelf to 
the practice of the bar with great fuccefs. His father pro* 
cured for him the poft of advocate general in the grand coun* 
cll ; in the difcharge of which he raifed himfelf fo great a 
reputation, that the king nominated him fome time after 
counfellor of fiate, and at laft advocate general in the par- 
liament. In 164 1 herefolved to confine himfelf entirely to 
his bufin^fs in the council of flate, and thei'efore rcfigned hit 
place of advocate general to Mr, Briquet, his fon-in*Iaw. 

(a) It )• intitltd^ Chorographit on trattant de la pr^Ceance .& det Pre- 

Dcicription de la Terre Satnte. Pa • rogatives des Rois des France par 

ris 1600. deflus tous les autres, & de caufes 

.(1) Thefirftwai^ Difcours de la d*icelles. TIjis book was written ia 

VUlc d« Rome, principales Ami- , order to confute what Diego Valdes, 

qiritez Se Singularitez dHceUe. Paris counfelkr of the royal chamber of 

i6o4y in Svo. Granada, had pvbliflied in favour of 

The other livork is, Traite fom- the precedency ci the kings of Spain^ 

maire de TEledion des Papes. Plus under the title of, " De Dignitate Re- 

le plandu Conclave. Paris 1605, gum Hifpaniae.'* Granada 1 $ox, i» 

UkSvo. In this piece he gives an foL 

account of the different manner in (t>) The title of it is, MareuJphI 

which the Popes were formerly Monachi Pormuls. Ex Bibliotbeok 

^9&e6, Regia Hier, Bignonios cdidit, & 

(c) It is intitled, De PExcellence notis illuftravit. Paris 1613 8v«» 

des l&ois 9c daRxtyaume'ckL France^ . StraA^urg 1655. 410*. 

V . . The 
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The year following he was appointed the king's librariah. 
His fon-in-law dying in 1645, ^^ ^^^ obliged to refume his 
poft of advocate general in order to preferve it for his fon. 
He had alio a coniiderable (bare in the ordinance of the year 
1639; and hedifcharged with great integrity the commiffions 
of Arriereban, and other polls which he was intrufted with 
at different times. C^een Anne of Auftria, during her re- 
gency, fent for him to council upon the jnoft important oc- 
cations. He adjufted the differences between Mr. d'Avaax 
and Mr. Servien, plenipotentiaries at Munfter, and he had 
a fhare, in conjundtion with Mr. de Brienne and d'Emery, 
in liiaking the treaty of alliance with the flates of Holland Niccro«,p. 
in the year 1649. He wa$ appointed in 165 1 to regulate the »S4- 
great affair of the fucceflion of Mantua j and in 1654, to 
conclude the treaty with the Hans towns. 

Mr. Bignon died in the 67th year of his age, on the 7th 
of April 1656, of an aflhma, with which he was feized the au- 
tumn before. He was interred in the chiirch of St. Nicholas 
du Chardonnet, where he had a marble buft eredted to him, 
with a Latin epitaph, the fcaCe of which is as follows : 
** Jerom Bignon, the delight, ornament, example, and 
** wonder of his age. No perfon will afk the meaning of 
** the pomp of virtues, which furround this monument, 
*' when he knows this is the bufl of Jerom Bignon, the 
*' king's advocate general in the parliament of Paris ; a man 
*' who was endeared to God and mankind, by the uncommon 
^* union of learning and humility, and the undivided fociety 
** of juflicc and religion in his character. He was matter of 
^* various and exquifite learning, which he always. had ready 
*' for irfe, iiot only to adorn his public adiions, but likewite 
** to rendfer his converfation among his firiends agreeable, 
♦* His extraordinary modefly prevented thefe great qualifica- 
** tions from being the leaft offenfive to others 5 this made 
** him give others the prefierence to himfelf, not in pretence, 
•* but in the^-eal fentiments of his mind. He defpifed no 
"** perfon^ he detradled from none; on the contrary,, he af- 
•* iifled and patronized every body. So that while he ex- 
** cited the admiration ofaJl, he raifed the envy of none, and 
•* was univerfalJy confidered as the prince and father of 
** men of Jetters. Such were the -private virtues of Bignon. 
*• But how great thofe were which he exerted in the im- 
** portantpo^ which he held the greatefl part of his life 3 
*' what ftrmhefe .of mind, iidelity, religion, generofity, r 
**, equity, and patience he (hewed in that ftation, neither can 
^' nor is neceflTary to beexpreifedj fmce every thing that 
N 3 ^^ can 
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<* can befaid of him, will fall not only fhortof ihc trutb, 
" But likewifc of his reputation: His two furviving fons, 

>* Jerom and Theodoric, the former of whom is fucccflbr 
** in his father's poft, the latter is maAer of the requefts, 
•* who erected this monument to their excellent father, with 

-*« the flrongeft fenfe of regret for the lofs of him, are under 
** no apprehcnfion that they Aall be thought to have indulged 
*' their afFedion for him too much in extolling his merits, 

'^* fince they can appeal not only to France, but even to the 

.5^ world, as a witnefs of them." 

BILSON, (Thomas) a learned Engli{b Writer of the 
Faller*$wor-^^^^ century, born in the city of Winchefter, and educated 
thics in at.VVykeham's ichool, near Winchefter. In 1565, he was 
Hantrnire, admitted perpetual fellow of New College, Oxford^ a&er 
A. Word's ^^ ^^^ ftudied there two years. Oflober lO, 1566, be took 
kift.andan-his degice of bachelor, and April 25, 1570, that of mafter 
tiq. i.mv. Qf arts 5 alfo that of bachelor of divinity, June 24, 1579, 
p. 142. ^^^ finally the degree of dodlor of divinity on the 24th of 
January, 1580. in his younger years he had a great paf- 
iion for poetry, and made a good proficiency in philofophy 
and phyfick. But after he entered into holy orders, he ap- 
plied himil If wholly to the Qudy of divinity, and became an 
excellent preacher. The firlt preferment he had was being 
mafter of Winchefter fcboul. He was next made prebendary 
of Winchefter, and afterwards warden of the college. Whilft 
he held this office he was of- great fervice to the college 
in the year 1584, for he faved the revenues, which had like 
to have been taken from them by villainous forgery. Of this 
^^"'"^^^ ^^^' he himfelf gives an account in the following words. « There 
Fuller/book '' happened an injyry to be> offered to the inhemtancc of t\*e 
10. p. 39. << college where 1 am, by a faMe title derived from before 
** the foundation of the houfe, and fo flfcngthened on every 
'* fide with ancient deeds and evidences, that the forgery 
^' was hard to be difcerned, and harder to be convinced, but 
•* by infinite fearching in the monuments of many churches 
*' and bilhopricks, as well as in our own, and re-examining 
** fundrie large and laborious commiiEons which they had 
** taken out before my time, to teftifie the keeping, and 
.^* juftifie the delivering, of thoic ftifpeited deeds and ligiers, 
'* To the deted ing and impugning of this, no pcrfon was, 
.** or would be ufed, but myfeJf; the caufe was ib huge, the 
'* comparing of the circumftances, and contrarieties both of 
*^ deeds and witnefles» fo tedious 5 the proof fo perplexed and 
** iaujoite J and the danger fo ncariy touched the whole ilate of 

<^ the 
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** the houfe : I was forced for two years to lay aH ftiidics 
** afide, and ad(M6l my fclf wholly, firft to the deprehcnding 
»^ and then to the purfuing of this falfehood." 

In 1585 he publiflied bis book *' of the true difference be^ 

" tween chriftian fubjeSionand unchriftian rebellion; (where- 

^^ in the prince's lawi^ul pawer to command for truth, and 

** indcpriveablc right to bear the fword, are defended againft: 

** the Pope's cenfures and the jcfuits fophifmes, uttered in 

^^ their apology and defence of Engliih catholics: with a- 

^^ demonfiration, that the things reformed in the church of 

^< England, by the laws of this realm, are truly cathoitc, 

" notwithftanding the vain (hew made to the contrary in 

*' their late Rhemiih teftament)." He dedicated it to queen 

Elizabeth (a). In 15935 came out his book entitled, 

" The perpetual government of Chrift's church, &c. (b).*' 

On the 13th of June 15^, he^ was confecraled bifbop of 

Worcefler ; and tranflated in May following to the bifhopric 

of Winchefter, and made a privy counfellor. In 1 599, he 

publiflied, ^ TheeffetSof certain fermons touching the full 

*• redemption of mankind by the death and blood of Jefiis ^ 

" Chriftj wherein, be(ides the merits of Ch rift's fufferrngy 

<* the manner of his offering, the power of his death, the- 

" comfort of his crofs, the glory of his refurredion, are 

" handled 3 what pains ^ Chrift fuffercd in his foul on th« 

" crofs : together, with the place ahd purpofe of his defcentf 

^'- to hell after death, &c. Lond. 410." Thefe fci'motis greatly 

alarmed moii of the puritans, becaufe they contradicted fom^ 

(a) This book was printed at Qj^- " the apoAIes commifllon f thfc laid) 
ford 153 c, 4to. It is written in the " pre/b/teriej the di(lin£lioa oil 
form of dialogues, and divided ir^to " bi (hops froiti Prcibyters, and thpif 
four parts. It contains many paf- ** fucceflion from the apoftles times 
fages in favour of the right of fub- ** and hands ; the calling and mo- 
jcfts in'fome cafes to refift ihtir ■** derating of provincial fynods by 
princes. *' primates and metropolitan ea ; thi 

(b) The ti le at large of this bpok " allotting of diocefes, and the po* 
is as follows. " The perpetual go- *' pular ele^ing of fuch as muft 
*< vernment of Chrift's church ; " feede and watch the flock : and 
" wherein are handled, The^thorljr ** divers other points concerning thi 
** fuperioritie which God ftrft efta- ** paftoral regiment of the h6:t|fe of 
" blifhcd in the patriark^s for the, " God.*' It, was printed at Lond, 
" guiding of his church, ahd after in 4to.intheold English letter. 

" continued in the tribe of levi and In this performance^ the a«tho/ 

'' tbe^liropbetes; and laftlie^ con« ih^ws, that the church of Gb4 

'' firmed in the new tedament t^thf liath bepn always governed iay 

'' apoftles and. their fucce0brs: 4s an inequality and fuperiority of .p:aft 

" alfo the points in queftion at this toes and teachers amongft themfelvesf 

" day^ touching the JewHH V)ne- It is efteemed one of the beft bot>k* 

^ drion } tlii true kinsdofn ^ ChriA ; in Uiow of ^fcopaey, * 
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of their tenets. They colle&ed their obfenrations then^on^ 
and fent them to Henry Jacob, a learned puritan ; who pub* 
lifhed them with his collections, and under his own name. 
The queen, who was at Famham Caftle, which belonged 
to the biibop of Winchefler, diredly commanded him 
^' neither to delert the doctrine, nor to let the calling which 
** he bore in the church of God, to be trampled under foot 
•* by fuch unquiet refufers of truth and authority." Upon 
which he writ that learned treatife which was publiflied in 
1604, under the title of " The furvey of Chrift's fufferings 
^^ for man's redemption ; and of his defcent to hades or hell 
^* for our deliverance." It was this prelate who preached 
at Weftminfter before king James the firft and his queen, 
at their coronation on St. James's day, 28th July 1603, from 
Rom. xiii. i. which was publifhed at London 1603, 8vo. 
In January 1^0-4 he was one of the fpeakers and managers 
at the Hampton Court conference. The care of revifing, 
and putting the laft hand to, the new tranflation of the Eng- 
li(h bible in king James the firft*s reign, was committed to 
bifliop Bilfon and Dr Mile Smith, afterwards bifhop of 
Gloucefter. The laft publick aflfair wherein he was concern- 
ed was, his being one of the delegates that pronounced and 
figned the fentcnce of divorce between Robert Devereux 
earl of Eflex, and the lady Francis Howard, in the year 
1613 ; and his fon being knighted foon after, and upon this 
account, as was imagined, he was, by way of ridicule, ge- 
nerally ftyled Sir Nullity Bilfon. This learned prelate, after 
having gone through many employments, died on the 1 8th 
of June 1616, and was buried in Weftminfler abbey, near 
the entrance into St. Edmund's chapel, on the fouth fide of 
the monument of king Richard the fecond, 

BINGHAM (Joseph) a learned Englifb writer, born at 
Wakefield, in Yorkfliirc, in September 1668. He learned 
the firft rudiments of grammar at a fchool in the fame town, 
^nder Mr. Edward Clarke. In 1683, he was admitted into 
Univerfity College, Oxford ; where he gave great application 
to his fludies. He took the degree of bachelor of arts 
in 1687, and foon after was choien fellow of his college. 
He proceeded to his mafter's degree in the year 1690. Not 
long after he was prefented by jphn RadclifFe, M. D. to the 
reftory of Headbourn-worthy, near Wincheftcr, in Hamp- 
fhxre. In this country fttirememt he begun his learned and 
laborious work, Origines E^clefiaftic* j or, the antiquities 
•f the chriftian" church. 'lhoJix& volume of which was* 
:o pub- 
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{mblifhed in 1708, and it was compleated afterwards in nine 
volumes more. He publiflied alfofeveral other books (a). 
But notwithftanding his great learning and merit, he had no 
other preferment than that of Headbourn worthy till the year 
1 712, when he was collated to the reftory of Havant, near' 
Portfmouth, by Sir Jonathan Trelawncy, bifhop of Wtn- 
chefter, to whom he dedicated feveral of his books. Mr. 
Bingham died Auguft 17, 1723, in the 55th year of his 
age, and was buried in the church yard of Headbourn-wor- 
thy. He expreffed, in his will, a diflike to any funeral mo- 
nument over his grave; which is the reafon why none 
is erected to jhis memory. 



(a) t. The French churches apo- 
logy for the church of England, or 
the objedions of diiTenters againil 
the articles, homilies, liturgy, and 
canons of the English church, conH- 
tiered, and anfwered upon the prin- 
ciples of the reformed church of 
France. A work chiefly extra^d 
out of the authentic ads and decrees 
of the French national fynods, and 
the moft approved writers of that 
church, Lond. 1706, Svo. 

a. Scholaftical hiftory of the prac- 
tice of the church in reference to 
the adminiAration of baptifm by lay- 
men. Wherein an account is given 
of the pradice of the primitive 
church, the pra£Hce of the modern 
Greek church, and the praflice of 
the churches of the reformation. 
With an appendix, containing fome 
remarks on the hiflorical part of Mr. 
Lawrence*8 writings, touching the 
invalidity of lay baptifm, his preli- 



minary diibourfe of the various opi« 
nions of the fathers, concerning re- 
baptization and invalid baptifms, and 
his difcourfe of facerdotal powers. 
Parti. Lond. 1712, Svo. 

3. A fcholaftical hiftory of lay 
baptifm. Part II. With fome con- 
fiderationi on Dr. Brett's and Mr. 
L *s anfwers to the firft part. 
Lond. Svo. To which is prefixed^ 
The ftate of the prcfcnt controvcrfy 5 
and at the end there is. An appen* 
dix, containing fome remarks on the 
author of the fecond part of lay bap- 
tifm invalid. 

4. He publiihed likewife, A dif- 
courfe concerning the mercy of God 
to penitent dinners : intended for the 
ufe of perfons troubled in mind. • 
Being a fermon on Pfalm ciii. 13. 
Printed fmgly at flrft, and reprinted 
among the reft of his works,\in twa 
volumes, fol. Lond. 1725. 



BIRKENHEAD or BERKENHEAD (Sir John) a fa- 
mous political author, born about the year 1615. After 
having received a fchool education, he went to Oxford, and 
was entered, in 1032, a fervitor of Oriel college, under the 
tuition of the learned Dr. Humphry Lloyd, afterwards bifliop 
of Bangor, by whom being recommended to Dr. Williaqa 
Laud, archbifhop of Canterbury, he became his fecretary, in 
which office he (hewed fuch capacity and diligence, that the 
archbifhop, by his diploma, created him mafler of arts in 
1639, and in the year following, by letter commendatory 
ixom the fame prelate, he was chefen probationer fellow of 

AH 
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Wood's Faf- AU Soul's College. This obliged him to rcfidc conRzndj 
u Oxon. at Oxford, and on king Charles the Vs making that city his 
wi. i.col. head quarters, during the civil war, our author was made 
** choice of to write a kind of joiirnal, in defence of the royal 

caufe, by which he gained, gfeat reputation (a),. By his 
inajefty's recommendation he was chofen reader in moral 
philofophy, which employment he enjoyed till 1648, when 
he was expelled by the parliament vifitors. He retired after- 
wards to London, where he wrote feveral poetical pieces ; 
and having adhered fteadily to his principles, he acquired the 
title of the loyal poet, and fufFered feveral imprifoniaents. 
He pubHfhed, while he thus lived in obfcurity, fome very 
Wood's A- fatirical compofitions, moftly levelled againft the republican 
tbcn. Oxon. grandees, and written with great poigna^y (b). Upon the 
J^** ^ " reftoration of king Charles II. our author was rewarded for 
bis loyalty. He was created, April 6, 1661, on the king's 
letters fent for that purpofe, doiSlor of the civil law by the 
univerfity of Oxford, and in that quaUty, as an eminent 
civilian, was consulted by the convocation on the quefiion^ 
Kcnnct'sfe- Whether biftiops ou^ht to' be prefent in capital cafes. He 
1^'* P* was about the fame time elefled to ferve in parliament for 
Wilton, in the county of Wilts. He was knighted Novem-. 
ber 14, 1662, and upon Sir Richard Fanfliaw's going ift 
a public character to the court of Madrid, he was appointed 

(a) This work wa5 in titled, (ingle fhect, in quarto : this is a 
Mercurius Aulicys, communicating fpeech fuppofed to be fpokc by Philip 
the intelHgetice and affairs of the earl of henobrolce and Montgomery, 
CQurt to the reft of the kingdom, upon his being fen^ by the parliament 
It was printed weekly in one flieet, to new model the univerfuy of Ox- 
and fometimes more, in quarto, and ford, in the fame manner that Ed- 
was chiefly calculated to raife the re- ward earl of Mancherter h^d treated, 
])utation of the king's friends and Cambridge, when he vi&ted it as 
commanders; and run down and ri- chancellor. 

diculethofe who fidcd with the par- 3. St". Paul's church yard; Libri 

liament. They came out regularly, Thcologici, Politici, Hiftorici, nun- 

from thp beginning of 1641 to dinis Paulinis (una cum tcmplo) 

the latter end of 164.5, and after- proftant venales, &c. printed in thre? 

wards occafionally. (heets, quarto, 1649. Thefe (heets 

(b) It would be difficult to give a were publiflied (Separately, as if they 
•orced catalogue of his writings, but had been parts of one general cat«<* 
fome of the moil confiderable are as logue. 

follow. 1. The aflembly man; 4. He wrote befides feveral other 
^ Written in the year 1647, but was fmall pieces in the fame way, par- 
printed, as Mr. Wood teils us, ticularly the* fbuV- legged quaker, a , 
1662-3. It was printed again in ballad, to the tune of the dog and 
l6Si^2. elder's maid. A new ballad of a 
2. News from Pembroke and famous German prkicej without 
Montgomery ; or Oxford manchcf- date. 



Ured^ &c. 164S; confiding of 4 
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to ilfcceed him as ciafter 6f requefts. He lived afterwards 
in credit and efteem^ and received various favours fronr> tftc^c^upo« 
court, which, however, drew upon him fome very fevefe dramatick 
attacks from thofe who oppofcd the court. Mr. Wood hasP**^''^' P^ 
treated him with gveat fever ity ; but Ws memory has been Indian °Em* 
tranfmittcd with honpur to pofttrity by others, particuJarfyperor. 
by Dryden, Langbaine, and Wjuftaaly. He died in Weft- ^^^5^"^J^ 
minfter, December 4, 1679,, and was interxfcd in St. Mar- mafickpoctt 
tin*s in the Fields, p. »o6. 

Lives of 

BLACRMORE, (Sir Rich ari>) t phyfician, and anp^fg?!^^ 
indefatigable writer, who has left a great number of works, 
theological, poetical, and phyfical. He received the firftJ^coU 
part of his education at a private fchool in the country, from 
whence he was removed to We&ni after, and afterwards to 
the uni verfity of Oxford, Wbwi he had finiflied his academi- 
cal fiudies he travelled to Italy, and took his degrees in phy- 
fick at Padua. H^ viiited alfo France, Germany, arid tne 
l^pw Countries, s^d after a year and a half's abience, re- 
turnelJ to Engbnd, where he pYadifed phyfick, and was 
chofen fejlow of th^coHege of phyficians. He had declared 
himfelf early a favourer of th« revolution, fo that king Wil- 
liam, in 1697, chofe him one of his phyficians in ordinary, 
^fid fome time afier conferred upon him the honour of 
fenight;bpod* Upon queen Anne's accefiion to the throne. 
Sir Richard was alfo appointed one of her phyficians, and 
continued fo for fome time. 

Mr. Drydjenand Mr. Pope have treated the poetical per- 
formances of Sir Richard with great contempt s the former 
dys, that be 

Writ to Ac rumUing of his coach's wheels. 

Mr. Pope thus charafterifes him in his Dunciad, ^"^'^ *'I^« 

But far o'er all, fonorous Blackmore's ftrain ; 

Walls, fteeples, (kies, bray back to him again. 

Iri Tot'nam fields, the brethren, with amaze. 

Prick all their, ears up, and forget to graze ^ 

Long ChancVy lane retentive rolls the found. 

And courts to courts return it round and round, 

Thames wafts it thence to Rufus' roaring hall. 

And Hungerford re-echoes bawl for bawl. 

All hail him vii^or in both gifts of fong, 

Wbo iiDgs fi> loudly, and who fmgs io long. ^ 



i8S B L A C K M O R £• 

*' A Juft chara£lcr (fays Mr. Pope's annotator) cf Sir 
*^ Richard Blackmore, knight, whofe indefatigable mufe 
** produced no lefs than fix epic poems : Prince and king 
•* Arthur, twenty books ; Eliza^ten; Alfred, twelve; the 
*' Redeemer, fix ; bcfidcs Job, in folio; the whole book of 
*^ Pfalms; the Creation, feven books; Nature of man, three 
^* books, and many more" But notwithftanding Sir Ri- 
chard has been fo much depreciated by thefe wits, yet he 
mud be allowed (ome merit. His poem on the Creation is 
his moft celebrated performance. Mr. Addifon, after having 
criticifed on that book of Milton, which gives an account of 
the works of the creation, thus proceeds, *' I cannot con- 
Speaator, « elude this book upon the creation, without mentioning 
®'3.9' 4c a poem which has lately appeared under that title; The 
<< work was undertaken with fo good an intention, and exe- 
^* cuted with fo great a maftery, that it deferves to be looked 
*^ upon as one of the moft ufeful and noble prod unions iri 
** our Englifh verfe. The reader cannot but be pleafed to 
<< find the depths of philofophy, enlivened with all the 
, •' charms of poetry, and to fee fo great a ftrength of reafon 
•' amidft fo beautiful a redundancy of the imagin" *on, ice." 
It mufl be mentioned too in honour of Sir Richard, that be 
was a chafte writer, and a warm advocate for virtue, at a 
time when an almoft univerfal degeneracy prevailed. He 
had been very free in bis cenfures on the libertine writers of 
bis age, and it was owing to fome liberty he had taken of 
this kind, that he drew upon him the refentment of Mr* 
Dryden. He had likewife given offence to Mr. Pope ; for 
having been informed by Mr. Curl that he was the author of 
a travedie on the firft Pfalm, he took occafion to reprehend 
▼ol. «. p. him for it in his effay on polite learning. 
*7o« Sir Richard died on the 9th of OQobcr 1729. Towards 

the end of his life, his bufinefs as a phyfician declined ; but 
as in his earlier years be had been the firft in his profeffion, 
* and his praSice very confiderable, 'tis therefore highly pro- 

bable he was in eafy circumftances in his old age. 

Befides what are above mentioned, Sir Richard wrote 
fome theological trafls, and feveral treatifes on the plague, 
fmall pox, confumptions, the fpleen, gout, dropfy, &c. and 
many other poetical pieces. 

BLAGRAVE, (John) an eminent Englifli mathemati- 
cian, who i)ojLiri£hed in the 16th and 17th centuries. He re- 
* ceived the rudiments of his education at Reading; from whence 

he removed to St. John's College, Oxford* He foon ^juittcd 

the 
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tbe tintvetfity, and retired to Soutfacote Lodge, in the parifh of 
St. Mary at Reading, where he devoted his time to ftudy and 
contemplation. His genius feemed to be turned moft to ma- 
thematicks, and that he might ftudy this Ictence without in- 
terruption, he addiflcd himfelfto a retired life. He employed ^J^q^^^ 
himfelf cliiefly in compiling fuch works as might render fpecula- ^^i ,^ ^^ 
tivemathemattcks accurate, and the pra£lical parts eafy. He ac- 370. 
cordingly finiihed fome learned and ufeful works on mathenta- 
tical fubjedis (a). What he propofed in all his writings was 
to render thofe fdences more univerfally underfiood. He 
endeavoured to ihew the general ufefulnefs of fuch ftudies, 
that they were not mere amufements for fcholars and fpecu- 
lative perfons, but of general advantage, and abfolutely ne* 
cefTary in many of the neceflaries and conveniencies of life. 

Mr, Blagrave was a man of great beneiicence in private 
life. As he was born in the town of Readings in Berks, and . 
h)d fpent moft of his time there, he was therefore defirous 
of leaving in that place ibme monun^ents of his beneficent 
difpofition, and fuch too as might have reference to each 
of the three parishes of Reading. He aixordingly bequeathed 
a legacy for this purpofe. We have an account thereof by 
Mr. Aihmole, in the following words. <^ You are to note, 
" that he dodi devife that each church -warden ibould fend on 5^^?*** 
*' Good Friday one virtuous maid that has lived five years vol, 3/J!* 
^< with her mafter. All three maids atppear at the town hall 37*. 
<^ before the mayor and aldermen, and caft dice. She that 
*^ throws moft has ten pounds put in a purfe, and (he is to be 
<< attended with the other two that loft the throw. The 
*< next year come again the two maid^, and one more added 
'< to them. He orders in his will that each maid ibould 
<< have three throws before ihe lofes it > and if ftie has no 
*^ luck in the three years, he orders that ftjll new faces may 
'^ come and be pre^nted. On the fame Good Friday he 

(a) He pabliihed the four following to walk with, as for that it per* 

wArks^' formeth the geometrical menmii* 

I. A mathematical Jewell ihew- tion of all altitudes. Lond. 1590^' 

ing the making and moft excel- 410. 

lehtufeof an inftrument fo called; 3. Aflrdabium tiranicum gene- 

the ufe of which jewel Is fo abun- rale ; a neceiTary'and pleafant folace 

dant, that it leadeth the dire^ path and recreation for navigators in their 

way through the whole art of aitro- long journeying ; containing the ufi^ 

nomy» cofmo^raphy, geogi:aphy, &c. of an inftrument^ or Ailrolabe^ &q» 

Lond. 7585, fol. Lond. 1596^ in 410. 

«. Of the making and ufe' at the 4. The art of disflling, in tw» 

familiar ftaff; fo caUed, for that it paru. Lofid. 1609^ 10410. 
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<^ gives elftity widows moncj to acteiwl, and ordm tm 
^^ ftilliflgs for 2 good rennon, and fo be wifhes well to ail 
•• his countrymen. It is lucky moneys £3r I never heard but 
*< the miud that had the ten pounds fuddenly had a good 
*' hufl>and.'* Mr« filagrav« died at hie own houfe near 
Reading, Auguft9, i6if, and lies interred mar his mother 
in the church of St. Lawrence, with a fine raonmncnt 
to Ms memery, and an infcription; the following account 
n^a.roU %. ^f ^j,i^.h is given by Mr. Afliinole. M On the north againft 
* ^ ^' *^ the wall is a noble monument, reprefcnting a man wnder 
^^ an arch to the middle^ holding onehand on a globe, the 
^' other on a quadrant. He is habited in a ihon cloak, a 
*«- eaiTock and a roff, iurrounded with book&^en each tide of 
*' hrm. On one fide is the figure of a woman to the breafls, ' 
^* naked, holding an tnftrument m her hand, as offering it 
«''to him^ and under her feet the Wofd CUB US./ On the 
^' other ftde is another woman, foitiewhat naked, though 
*< Wtth a fcarf thrown clofeiy round hefv and offering in fike 
*^ manner, under her feet, THTPAEAPON. On the top 
<^ are two women leaning on their arms, inferibed OKTAH- 
' *« APON-AOAIKAAPON. In the middl^^ a pcrfon armed, 
. ** cap-apee» Intitled, IKOTHdPGN. And under the firft 
*< figure mentioned, this infciiption foiiowing, in an oval, 

JOHANNES BLAGR AVE, toC«8 mtfthemaricusi 

Cum matre fepultusi 
Her6 lies his corps, which living had a fpirit, 
Whcreiri much worthy knowledge did inherit. 

- By which with ^eal our God he did adore, 

- Left for maid fervants, and to fefed the poof\ 
His virtuous mothier came of worthy race, 
A Hungerford, ahd tnrlcd in this place, 
When God knt death their lives away <o eaU, 
They liv'd beloved, and died bewailed of all* 

<BLA{CE^ (Robert) a famous Engli/h admiral, bof« 
Atiguft 1589, at Bridgwater, irt 86riferftt8!ire, wher^ he 
Lives Bri- was educated at the grammar fchool. He Went from thence 
K^nl'Jti!*' ^^'^^^^^*" 1 61 5, where he viras e^itered at St. Alban's 
p. Ts'.Lond! hall. From thence he. removed to Wadfaam collegie. -On 
1704, 8vo, the tenth of February 1617, he took the degree of bathdor 
of arts. In 1623, he wrote a c6py tf vcrFes on the desith 
^°^^*|^*^- ot Mn Camden, and foon after left the univerfity^ He waa 
vol. iT'^1. tindlured pretty early with republican principles, and difliking 
^03. that fe verity with which Dr. Laud^ then biOkOp of Bath 

and 
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imd Wielto, prefied ^niifbrmity m }$n dtoeefe) he began to fiadl 
iffr6 the puritanical ot)inioiis. Ttie Mtural bhintnefs atid 
fmcerity ef his dilpofiti^n fed him to "^ptA ktdy upon aU 
cfccafions, infoitiuch that his fentiinenis being generally 
Icnown, The puritati party got him el<i6ted tfeAiber for Bridge^ 
Winer, in 1640. When the dvii war br^te out, he deckred Jb.<i6i.to^, 
for the'p^tanient. In 1643, be wa& at Briftel, under the 
command of col. Fiennee, who intruft^d him' with a Iktle 
fort on the line, and, as lord Clarendon informs us, when Prince ^ '*" J»»^- 
Rupert attacked BHftoly add the governor had agreed to fiir^ p^^iJ 
render it upon articles, Mr. Bkke neverthele(s for fomie time 
held out his fort, and- IcWed fevera) of the king^s forties^ 
which exafperated Prince Rupen to ftich a degree, that he 
talked of lianging hfflft, had not fome ftieAds interpo(ed, and 
excused him on account of his want of expericiice in war. 
He fetved afterwards in SMnerfctOiire, u^ifd^ the command 
of Popham, governor of Lyme, and iis-he was much belbf^d 
in thdfe Jfarts, he had fueh good intelligence there, thath^ 
in conjBn£lion with Sir Robert Pyc, furprifeed Taunton for j^^^^ 
the pttriiament. In 1644, he was appointed governor of thrs hiftoHcai 
pkbce, wfiich vi^as of the utmoft importance, being the on7y coiicaionf, 
garrifon the parliament ted in the Weft. Thte works abbot ^^^^-5- 
it were: not ftrong, nor w^i the garrifoH numerous, yet by his ^' ^* 
ftrid difcipllne, and kind behaviour to the tet^^nfmen, he found 
ftwans to keep the place, tho' not properlj' furftilhed with 
fupplies, and notwithftandirig he Was fometimes befiegetf, 
tmd often blocked up by the king's forteis.' At length Gorih^ 
having cime before the J)lace witti heki* ifert thoufend Men, 
made a breach, and ' aftually took part of the to^^; 
Blake, however, ftill held out the othei''Ffert afid the calHe^ ' 
till relief came, tor this fervice, the paf liathent^ ordered tfe6 
garrifeil a bounty tjf two^houfand potmds^ and the governor 
a prefem of five hundfddj When the parliament had voted, V^ ^"S- 
no farther addreffes fhouM be made to the king, cd. Make li?! ^"'^ fl' 
jomed m an addrcfji from the borough of Taunten, expreflmg p. 81. 81. 
Ihiir gratefulnefs for this ftep taken by the houft of commons: 
However, when the king came to be tWed, felkke dtfapproved J*»- P- '7- 
ef that meafure, as illegal, ^d was frequently heard to fayl 
he would as freely ventuic his life to fave the king's, as ever 
he did to ferve the parliament. But tWs is* thought tb hiif6 
heen chiefly owing to the humanity of his temper, iince aftet 
the dfe^th of the king he fell in wholly with the republtcan 
pferty, and, nexttfo Cromwell, was the ablfeft officer thepar- 
Uamenthad.' 

. February 12, 164S-9, he was appointed to ctnn^ 
inaad the fleets in conjundion with col. Deane and 

col. 
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cdL Popham. Soon after he was ofderrd to fail, with a f^tit-* 
dron of mep of war, iri purfuit of Prince Rupert. Blake 
came before KinfaJe in June 1649, where Prince Rupert lay 
in harbour. He kept him in the harbour till the beginning 
x>i OAober, when the prince defpairing of relief by fea^ and 
Cromwell being ready to take the town by land, proviik^s 
^f all forts falling fhort, herefolved to force his vray throt^ 
Blake's fquadron, which he effeAed with the lofs of three c^ 
his ihips. The prince's fleet fteered their courfe to Liiboni 
' where they were proteSed by the king of Portugal. Blak« 

ient to the king for leave to enter, and coming near with hit 
^ips, thecaftlefhot at him; upon which he dropt anchor, 
and fent a boat to know the reafon of this hoftility ; the 
captain of the caftle anfwered, he had no orders from the king 
to let his (hips pafs; however, the king commanded one of 
the lords of the court to- wait upon Blake, and to defire him 
not to come in except the weather proved bad, left fome 
quarrel fliould happen between him and Prince Rupert -, the 
king fent him, at the fame time, a large prefent of frefh 
provifions. The weather proving bad, Blake failed up the 
river into the bay of Wyers, but two miles from the place 
where Prince Rupert's (hips lay, and thence he fent capt^ 
Moulton, to inform 'the king of the faifities in the prince's 
declaration. The king, however^ iiill refufmg to al}ow the 
admiral to attack Prince Rupert, Blake took five of the 
Brazil fleet richly laden^ and at the fame time fent notice to 
^im, that uniefs he ordered the prince's ihips out from 
Liref Eng. ^'^ Hver, he would feize the reft of the Portuguefe fleet from 
Hih and Fo- America. In September 1650, the prince endeavoured to 
leign^vol.t. get out of the harbour, but was foon driven in again by Blake, 
^* ^' who fent to England nine Portuguefe (hips bound for Braail 1 
and in Odober following, he and Popham met with a fleet 
of twenty-three fail from Brazil for Li(bon, of whom they 
funk the admiral, took the vice-admiral, and eleven other 
ihips, having tenthoufand chefls of fugar on board, and 
burnt three more, the reft were fmall (hips, and during the 
f(^ion got into the river. In his return home he met with 
two (hip.^ in fearch of the prince, whom he followed up the 
f ftreights. In this crifis he took a French man of war, the 

captain of which had committed hoftilities. He (ent this 
prize, which was reported worth a million, into Cales, and 
followed the prince to the port of Carthagena, where be lay 
with the remainder of his fleet. As foon as Blake came to 
an anchor before the fort, he fent a meiTenger to the Spaniib 
governor, informing him) thatan enemy to the ftate of Eng* 
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land was in his port, that the parliament commandecT him 
to purfue him, and the king of Spain being in amity with 
the parliament, he defired leave to take all advantages againft 
their enemy. The governor replied, he could not take 
notice of the difference of any nations or perfons amongft 
themfelves, only fuch as were declared enemies to the king 
his^mafter, that they came in thither for fafety, therefore 
he could not refufe them protedllon, and that he would do the 
like for the admiral. Blake ftill prefled the governor to per- 
mit him to attack the prince, and the Spaniard put him ofF 
till he could have orders from Madrid. While the admiral Bates Elen* 
was cruizing in the Mediterranean, Prince Rupert got out ^"* "***" 
of Carthagena, and failed to Malaga. Blake having notice p*. 7^/*''* 
of his-deftroying many Engl ifli (hips, followed him with 
all expedition, and attacked him in the port, burnt and de- 
ftroyed his whole fleet, two (hips only excepted, the Reforma- * 
tion, in which Prince Rupert himfelf was, and the Swallow, ' 
commanded by his brother Prince Maurice. This was in Sro^ofthe 
January 165 1. In February, Blake took a French man of dvii iars, 
war of forty guns, and fent it, with four other prizes, to^^7S* 
England. Soon after he came with his fquadron to Plymouth, ' 
when he received the thanks of the parliament, and was made 
warden of the Cinque ports. On the fourth of March fol- 
lowing, an SL& pafTcd, whereby col. Blake^ col. Popham^, 
and col. Deane, or any two of them, were appointed admi- 
rals and generals of the fleet, for the year enfuing. Lives, Eng. 

The next fervice Blake was put upon was the "^educing J^jj'^y^'^ 
the ifles of Scilly, which were held for the king. He failed p. ^"jj *^ 
in May, with a body of eight hundred land troops on board. 
Sir John Grenville, who commanded in thofe parts for the 
king, after fome fmall refiftance, fubmitted. Blake failed 
next for Guernfey, which was held for the king, by Sir 
George Carteret. He arrived there in the month of Ofiober, 
and landed what forces he had the very next day, and did 
every thing in his power in order to make a fpeedy conqueft 
of the ifland, which was not qompleated that year. In the 
beginning of the next, however, the governor, finding all 
hopes of relief vain, thought proper to make the beft terms 
he could. For this fervice Blake had thanks from the parlia- 
ment, and was elafted one of the council of ftate. j^j^ ^^^ 

March 25, 1652, Blake was appointed folc admiral for » 
nine months, on the profpedl of a Dutch war.. The ftates 
fent Van Trump with forty-five fail of men of war into the " 
Downs to infult the Engli(n ; Blake, however, tho' he had 
but twenty- three (hips, and could expect no fuccour but from • 

YoL.Ui O piajor 
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major Bourne, who commanded eight more, yet being at- 
tacked by Van Trump, he fought him bravely, noiwith- 
flanding his inequality^ and forced him to retreat. This 
was on the nineteenth of May 1652 (a). The following 
letter was written by the admiral himfelf upon this occafion ; 
it is addrefied to the right honourable William Lentball> Efq; 
ipeakt r of the houfe cf commons* 
• ** Ri-^' honourable, 

•* Ihavedifpatched away this cxprefs to your honours, to 
give you an account of what paffed yefterday between us 
a' d the Dutch .fleet. Being in Rye bay, I received intel- 
ligence from major Bourne, that Van Trump, with forty 
fail, was ofF the South Sand-head ^ whereupon I made all 
poffible fpeed to ply up towards them, and yefieiday m the 
morning we faw them at anchor in and near Dover road. 
Being come within three leagues of them, th^y weighed, 
and flood away by a winil to the eaftward ; we fuppofing 
their intention was to leave us, to avoid the difpute of the 
flag. About two hours afterwards they altered their courfe, 
and bore direftly with us. Van Trump the head nuift ; 
whereupon we lay by, and put ourfelves into a fighting 
pofture, judging they had a refolution to engage. Being 
come within mufquet ihot, I gave order to Are at his flag, 
which was done thrice ; after the third fhot he let fly a 



' (a) At to the perfonal condad of 
Blaketn this adion we have a parti- 
cular account in Heath*s chronicle. 
'* When Blake came into the Downs, 
** (fays this author) Van Trump bore 
** tiptohif fleet, which conDftcd of 
*' no more than twcnty-thrce fail, 
** nearer than he had any occafion to 
** do. Upon ihls, Blake faluted 
" him with two guns without ball, 
** to require him to Arike fail j 
*' Trump^ in contempt, ihot on the 
•* contrary fide ; Blake fired a fe- 
" cond and a third gun, which Van 
•* Trump anfwered with a broad- 
** fide. The Englifli admiral per- 
** ceiviflg it was his intention to 
*' fight, fingled out himfelf from the 
•* reft of the fleet to treat with Van 
** Trump about that point of ho- 
*' now, and to prevent the efifufion 
^' of blood and a national quarreK 
'* When Blake approached nearer to 
** Van Trump, he and the reft of 
* his flict, contrary to the law of 



*' nations, the Engli/h admiral com- 
** ing with a defign to treat, fired on 
" Blake with whole broadfides. The 
** admiral was in his cabbin drinking 
*' with fome of his ofliccrs, little cx- 
*' peding to be fo faluted, when the 
*' (hot broke the windows of his 
** (hip, and (hattered his ftcrn, which 
" put him into a vehement palTion, 
** and curling his whi(kers, as he 
*' ufed to do when he was angry, 
'* he com^nded bis men to anfwer 
** the Dutch in their kind, faying, 
*' when his heat was fomewhat 
** over, be took it very ill of Van Trumf 
*' tbit be Jbould take bis Jbip for 4. 
*' iatvdj-bouft, etnd break bis wndemt* 
** Bl^ke fingly fuftained the (hock of 
** the Dutch fleet for fometimc, till 
** his own (hips and major Bourne's 
*' could join him, and then the en- 
** gagement grew hot and bloody 
** on the enemy's fide, till night put 
** an end to it." Chronicle of the 
civil warS| p, 319, 

(( bioad 
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« broadfide at us. Major Bourne, with thofe fhips that came 
" from the Downs, being eight, was then making towards 
" us. We continued fighting till night j then our {hip being 
" uriable to (ail, by reafon that our ^ rigging and fails were 
'« extremely fliatter'd, and our mizen maft fliot ofF, we 
" came with advice of the captain to an anchor, about 
'* three or four leagues off the Nefs,. to rpfit our fliip, at 
" which' we laboured all the night. This mbrnjng we efpied, 
" the Dutch fleet about foui" leagues difiance from ours, to- 
" wards the coaft of France ; and by advice of a council of 
" war, it was refolved to ply to windward to keep the 
" .weather gage, and we are novv ready to let fall our anchors 
*' this tide. What courfe the Dutch fleet fleers we do not 
" well know^ nor can we tell what harm we have done them ;. 
" but we fuppofe one of them to be funk, and another o^ 
" thirty guns we have taken, with the captains of both ; thft 
" main maft of the firft being fliot by the board, and much 
" water in .the hold, made captain Lawlbn's . men to forfake 
" her. We have fix men of ours flain, and nine or ten def- 
" perately wounded, and twenty-,five more not without 
" da[nger; amongft theni our mafter and one of his ipates, 
" and 'other ofiicers. We have received about feventy great 
*^ fhot in our hull and maft, in our fails and rigging without 
" number, being engaged with the whole body of the fleet 
*^ for the (pace of four hours; being the mark at which they 
" aimed. We muft needs acknowledge it a great mercy, 
**' that we had no niore harm, and our hope is, the righteous 
*' God will continue the fame unto us, if there do arife a war 
'* between us, they being firft in the breach, and feeking an 
** occafion to quarrel, and watching as it feems an advan- 
" tage to braVe us upon our own coaft, &c. 

From aboard the' James, three Your humble Servant, 

ilKMa^e"'.^- ■'• ROBERT BLAKE. 

After this engagement, the States fcemed inclined to peace, 
but the commonwealth of England demanded fuch terms as . 
could not be complied with, and therefore both fides prepared 
to carry on the war, with greater vigour. Blake now har- 
raflfed the enemy by taking their merchant fhips, in which 
he had great fuccefsi On the tenth of June, a detachment 
from his fleet fell upon fix and twenty fail of Dutch merchant 
men, and took them every one, and by the end of June, hq 
had feat into port forty prizes. On the fecond of July, he 
O 2 failed. 
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' ' failed, with a flrongfquadron, northwards. In his courre he 

took a Dutch man of war, and about the latter end of the 
inoftth, he fell on twelve men of war, convoy to their her- 
ring buffes, todk the whole convoy, a hundred of their bufles, 
HcatK's and difperfcd the reft. On the twelfth of Auguft he returned 
Chronicle, jj^^^ jj,^ Dowtts, with fix of the Dutch men of war, and nine 
^' ^^** hundred prifoners. Thence he flood over to the coaft of 
Holland, and on the twenty eighth of September, having 
difcovered the Dutch about noon, though he had only three 
oF his own fquadron with him. Vice-admiral Pen with his 
fquadron at fome diftance, and the reft a league or two a- 
ftern, he bore in among the Dutch fleet, being bravely fc- 
conded by Pen and Bourne; three of the enemy's fhips were 
wholly difabled at the firft brunt, and another as ftie was 
towing off. The rear-admiral was taken by capt. Mildmay, 
and had not night intervened, it was thought not a fingle 
fhip of the? Dutch fleet would have efcaped. On the twenty- 
ninth, about day break, theEnglifti fpied the Dutch fleet N, fe. 
two leagues off"; the admiral bore up to them, but the ene- 
my having the wind of him, he could not reach them ; how- 
ever he commanded his light frigates to 'ply as near as they 
could, and keep firing while the reft bore up after them j upon 
which the Dutch hoifted their fails and run for it. The 
Englifb being in want of pfovifions, returned to the Downsl 
Blake having been obliged to make large detachments from 
his fleet. Van Trump, who had again the command of the 
Dutch navy, confifting of fourfco^e men of war, refolved to 
take this opportunity of attacking him in the Downs, know- 
Ibid. p. 329, jj^g hchfad not above half his number of fhips. He accord- 
^ * ingly failed away to the back of the Godwin. Blake havii^g 

intelligence of this, called a council of war, wherein it 
was refolved to fight, though at fo great a difadvantage. The 
engagement began on the twenty- ninth of November, about 
two in the morning, and lafted till near fix in the evening. 
Blake was aboard the Triumph; this ihip, the Viftbryand 
the Vanguard fijftered moft, having been engaged, at one 
time, with twenty of the enemy's beft fhips. The admiral 
finding his fhips much difabled, and that the Dutch had the 
advantage of the wind, drew ofF his fleet in the night into 
the river of Thames, having loft the Garland and Bona- 
venture, which were taken by the Dutch, a fmall frigate 
was alfo burnt, and three funk; and his remaining (hips 
much fhattered and disabled : Trump, however, bought this 
vidory dear, one of his flag fhips was blown up, all the men 
drowned, and his own fhip and De Ruytcr's were both unfit 

for 
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for fervice till they were repaired (b). This fuccefs puffed 
up the Dutch exceedingly ; Van Trump failed through the 
channel with a broom at his raain-top-maft, to fignify that he 
had fwept the feas of Englifh (hips. In the mean lime Blake ?^*^X 



(b) The following account of this 
adion is given us by Heath. '* Intel- 
" ligence Was now (fays be) given 
'* to Van Trump, as there had been 
*' before to the dates, that the Eng- 
** lifh fleet was no way recruited, 
" that moft of the fhips with which 
V De Ruyter engaged were gone into 
** port, and that now Blake might 
" be cafily beaten in the Downs, and 
** fo the mouth of the river (k)pped, 
** the war come to a period, and the 
"^ Dutch havefatisfa^on for the da- 
*' mage done them, and fea towns in 
" England put into their hands for 
** future fecurity. On the twenty- 
** ninth of November, Trump pre- 
*' fenced himfelf with eighty men of 
*' war and ten fire(hips, on the back- 
*' fide of the Godwin again, and ac- 
" cording to expeflation found gene- 
*' ral Blake, attended with no more 
" than forty odd fail, as if he had 
'* been ignorant how to ufe his late 
" victory, which came now to tlic 
" dlfpute, and to be an undecided 
*' controverfy again 5 yet Blake ge- 
'* neroufly diCdaining to be affronted 
*' again in the Downs, having called 
** a council of war, it was concluded 
** he (hould fight, though at fo un- 
" equal difadvantage ; but the wind 
*' ri^ng, the engagement was hin- 
*' dered till next day, and anchoring 
'* the night before a little above Do- 
** vcr road, fair by the enemy, near 
** morning both fleets plycd weft- 
** ward, we having thq weather gage, 
'* and about eleven or twelve o'clock, 
** engaged near ihe fame place, where 
** the firft encounter was, but not 
** with the fame fuccefs, for half the 
*' fleet did not engage } the Vii^ory, 
** Vanguard, and the Triumph, the 
" admiral's (hip, bore moft of ilie 
** ftrcfs of the fight, being at one 
'* time engaged with twenty Durch- 
" men, and were forely torn in their 
•* rigging, fails, yards, and hulls j 

03 



" yet they fought till after It was 
" dark, a little before which the 
** Garland, (whofe ventrous captain, 
" out of a noble refolution, board- 
** ing Van Trump himfelf, was flaia 
*' in the fight, and overpowered 
*' with his refcrves) a navy (hip of 
'* the third rate with forty guns, was 
" boarded by two Dutch flags, and 
** taken j as likewife the Bonadven- 
*' ture, attempting to relieve them, 
" it's captain, Hookfton, being flain 
** before the Triumph could fuccour 
" them ; and this was not done 
" without great hazard ; for Blake 
*• was boarded twice, and had not 
*' the Vanguard and Sapphire flood 
** refolutely by him, might have gone 
*' near to have been loft j the Her- 
" cules was likewife run on (hore, 
** arid all the whole fleet that en- 
'* gaged was miferably rent and torn, 
" and had it not. been for the night 
" would hardly have come off, whereas 
" ,now they retreated to Dover, and 
** fo into the river againft Leigh to 
" fave themfelves. The Dutch 
" triumphantly continued where they 
*' were, refolving to fall upon Blake 
** with their whole fleet and flrcfliips 
" the next day at two o'clock j but 
" miffmgofthem, fent. their fcouts 
" to Harwich and Yarmouth to fee 
" if they were there, purpoflng to 
** purfue the fame refolution. In 
'* the mean time fome of their fea- 
** men went a(hore into Rumney 
** Marfh to (teal (heep, but the 
*' troopers were in readinefs, and 
** killed fix of them, and took eight 
*' more. Trump ftill continued with 
** his fleet plying between the Ifle of 
'* Wight and the North- foreland, 
** fomewhat betwixt Calais and 
** Dungenefs, having put a(hore the 
** lieu t.enant of the Garland and othec 
** feamen, who informed that one 
'* Dutch (hip was blown up, and 
** but Vvvo inen favcd 5 and that 
*^^ Trump, 
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having repG^ired his fleet, and Monk and Deane being now 
joined in commiiSon with him, on the eighth of February, 
1 6^:3, failed fro(n Queenfborough with fixty men of war, 
w ich were foon after joined with twenty more from Portf- 
mouth. Or the eighteenth of this month they dtfcovered 
Van Trump with fcventy men of war, and three hundred 
merchant (hips under his convoy. Blake wjtb twelve fhips, 
came up with, and engaged, the Dutch fleet : He was aboard 
the Triumph, which had like to have been loft, if not timely 
relieved by Lawfon in the Fairfax. The admiral, though 
grievoufly wounded in the thigh, continued the fight till night, 
when the Dutch, who had fix men of war funk and taken, 
retired. Blake after having put afiiorc his wounded men at 
Portfinouih, followed the enemy, whom he came up with 
next day, about thr^e in the afternoon, when the fight was 
renewed greatly to the lofs of the Dutch, who continued re- 
treating tpwards Bulloign. All the night following Blake 
continued the purfuit, and iq the morning of the twentieth 
of February, the two fleets fought again till four in the after- 
noon, when the wind blowing favourably for the Dutch, they 
fecured themfelves on the flats of Punkirk. and Calais. In 
thefe three engagements the Dutch loft eleven men of war, 
thirty merchant ihips, and had fifteen hundred men flain. The 
£n lifti loft only one llhip, the Samfon, but not fewer men 
than the enemy. 

In the m(.nth of April, Cromwell turned out the parlia- 
ment, and'lhortly after aflTumed the fuprecne power. The 
States hoped great advantages from this, but were difappoiijted ; 
Blake faid on this occafion to his officers. "* It is not for us 
^**"^'"*" to mind flate affairs, but to keep foreigners from fooling us,*' 
p. 1. p. 174. Towards the end of the month, Blake and his colleagues, 
with a fleet of a hundred fail, flood over to the Dutch coaft, 
and forced th* ir fleet to take flielter in the Texel, where, for 
fome lime, they were kept by Monk and Deane, while Blake 
Lives Eng- failed northward ; at laft Irump got our, and drew tog-thcr 
Jj.^^"^^^j^^-afleet of a hundred and twenty men of war. On the third 
p. 109, ***of June, Deane and Monk, engaged him off" the Northfore- 
land. On the fourth Blake came to their aflliftance with 
eighteen frefti fhip^, by which means a compleat vidory wa$ 
gained, and if the Dutch had not again faved themfelves 

'* Trump, and another flag (hip, and " got fafc Into harbour at Portf- 

'* Dc Ruyter had received damage, ^f mouth, being purfued by fevcn 

*' Amidft all this fray, a rich ** Dutch fail of frigates.** Chronicle 

'* Streights Englifli (hip, called the Of the civil wars of England, p. 329, 

^* Employment, valued at aoo, 000 1. 330, 

on 
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en Calais fands, their whole fleet had been funk Ov 
taken (c). Cromwell -having called the parliament, ftileft 
the Little Parliament, Blake, on the tehih of October, took 
his feat in the houfe, where he received their folemn thanks 
for his many and faithful fervices. The Proteftor afterwards Lives Eng- 
called a new parliament^ confifting of four hundred, where li^i andFo- 
Mr. Blake fat alfo, being^he reprefentative for his native ^^^»^*^^^' 
town of Bridgwater, On the fixth of December, he was 
appointed one of the comriiiffioners of the admiralty. In thfe 
month of November 1654, Oomwell fent him, with a flrong 
iflcct, into the Mediterranean, with inttru6lions to fupport 
the honour of the EnglilDh flag, and to procure fatisfadtion 
for any injuries that might have been done to qur merchants. 
In the beginning of December, Blake came m to the road 
iof Cadiz, where he was treated with vaft refped ; a Dutch 
admiral would not hoift his flag while he was there. The 
Algerinbs were fo much afraid of him, that they ftopped the 
Sallec Rovers, obliged them to deliver up what Engliflh pri- 
foners they had on board, and fent them to Blake in order to 
procure his favour : Neverthelefs, he came before Algiers on 
the tenth of March, when he fent an oflicer on fliore to the 
Dey, to tell him he had orders to demand fatisfadion for the 
piracies committed on the Engilfh, and to infift on the re- 
ieafeof all fuch Englifti captives as^were then in the place. 
To this the Dey made anfwer, ihat the captures belonging 
to particular men, he could not rcftore them, but if Mr. 
Blake pleafed he might redeem what Englifli captives w ere 
there, at a reafonable price j and, if he thought proper, the 
Algerines would ^conclude a peace with him, and, for the 
future, offer no a6^s of hoftility to the Englifh. T his anfwer 
was accompanied with a prefent of frcfh provifions. Blake 
failed to Tuni^ on the fame errand. The Dey of Tunis fent 
him a haughty anfwer '* Here (faid he) are ourcaftles of 
Goletta and Porto Ferino, do your worft, do you think we 
fear your fleet?" On the hearing this, Blake, as his cuf*o?n 
was, when in a paffion, began to curl h s whifkers, and her 
a {hort confultation with his oflicers, bore into the bay 6f > 
Porto Ferino, with his great fhips, and coming within m.f- 

(c) On the fide of the Dutch there Deanc, and one captain. Of private 

were without doubt a great number men, one hundred and twer ty j 

flain, but how many is uncertain, wounded, two hundred and th.rty- 

Prifoners there were one thoufand fix j but not (o mucij as one (hip 

three hundred and fifty, and ot thefe was either funk or difahlt;d. * he 

fix were captains. Ships funk fix, pertcdl 1 olitician, orihehfeofCrom- 

men of war taken eleven. Of the well^ p. 178, . 
Engliih there were flain, general 

O 4 quet 



aoo BLAKE. 

quctfhot of the caftlc, fired on it fobriflcly, that in twd 
hOiirs it was rendered defcncelefs, and the guns on the ,work4 
^ along the (bore were difmountcd, tho' fixty of them played 

at a time on the Englifh. He found nine (hips in the road, 
and ordered every captain, even of his own Ihip, toman his 
long boat with choice men, and thefe to enter the harbour, 
and fire the Tunifeens, while he and his fleet covered them 
fromHhe caftle, by playing continually on it with their can- 
non. The feamen in their boats boldly aflaulted the pirates, 
and burnt all their ibips with the lofs of twenty five men killed, 
and Torty-eight wounded. This daring a<3ion fpread the ter- 
ror of his name through Africa and Afia,' which had for a 
Lives Eng- long time before been formidable in Europe. He alfo ftruck 
id*n^"tf 2. ^"^^ terror into the piratical ftatc of Tripoly, that he made 
p. 1/5. them glad to ftrike up a peace with England. Thefe and 
other exploits raifed the glory of the Englifh name fo high, 
that moft of the princes and ftate)s in Italy, thought fit to 
pay their compliments to the Protedor, particularly the grand 
duke of Tufcany, and the republic of Venice, who fcnt 
magnificent embaflies for that purpofe. 

The war in ihe mean time was grown pretty hot with 
Spain, and Blake ufed his utmoft efforts to ruin their mari- 
time force in Europe, as Penn had done in the Wefl Indies, 
But Blake finding himfelf now in 3 declining flate of health, 
and fearing the ill confequences which might enfue, in cafe 
he fhould die without any colleague to take charge of the 
fleet, he wrote letters into England, defiring fome proper 
perfon to be named in commiffion with him, upon which 
general Montague was fent joint- admiral with a flrong fqua- 
Claren^on's Jron to afTifl him. Soon after his arrival in the Mediterranean, 
3! v.^^io^ ^^^ ^^° admirals failed with their whole fleet, to block up a 
Spanifh fquadron in the bay of Cad^iz. At length, in Sep- 
tember, being in great want of water, Blake and Montague 
ftood away for the coafl of Portugal, leaving captain Stayner, 
with feven fhips, to look after the enemy. Soon after they 
were gone, the Spanifh plate fleet appeared, but were inter- 
cepted by Stayner, who took the vice admiral, and another 
Galleon, which were afterwards burnt by accident, the rear 
admiral with two millions of plate on board, and another 
: fhip richly laden. Thefe prizes, together with all the pri- 
fo ers, were fent into England, under general Montague, 
lb. p. 383. and Blake alone remained in the Mediterranean, 'till, being 
informed that another plate fleet had put into Santa Cruz, in 
the ifland of TenerifF. In the month of April 1657, he 
faile4 thither with a fleet of twenty-five men of war. On 

the 
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Ae twentieth, he came into the road of Santa Cruz, and 
noiwithfianding the Spanifh governor had timely notice, was 
a man of courage and condud, and had difpofed all things 
in the propereft manner, fo that he looked upon an attack as 
what no wife admiral would think pra£iicable ; yet Blake 
having fummoned him and received a ihort anfwer, was de* 
termined to force the place, and to bum the fleet therein, 
and he performed it in fuch a manner, as appears next to in- 
credible. It is allowed to be one of the moft remarkable 
afUoDS that ever happened at fea (o). As foon as the news 

arrived 
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(») Mr, Heath has given the fol*. 
lowing account of this adiion* ** On 
the twentieth of April 1657, the 
£ngli(h fleet under the command of 
admiral Blake, were fair in the of- 
fing of Sandta Cruz, where they dif- 
covered how bravely the Spani/h 
ibips^ fixteen in number, were bar- 
ricadoed in this bay, where they lay 
in a nnanner femicircular. Near in 
the mouth of this haven Aands a 
caftlc, fufficiently furniflicd with 
great ordnance, which threatened 
definition to any that duHl enter 
without its leave into the harbour j 
befides this^ there Aood feven forts 
more round about the bay, with fix, 
four, and three great guns a-piece, and 
united together by a line of commu- 
nication from one fort to another, 
which was manned with mufqueteers. 
To make all fafe, Don Diego Diagues, 
general of the Spanifli fleet, was not 
idle, in making provifion for the befl 
defence of his armado ; he caufed all 
the fmaller fhips to be moored clofe 
along the fhore, and the fix great 
galleons flood further out at anchor, 
with their broadfides towards the fea. 
It happened at this time, there was a 
Dutch merchant fhip in the bay^ the 
ipafler thereof feeing the Englifh 
ready to enter, and that a combat 
IKTould prefently be commenced, it 
made him fear, that among all the 
blows tliat would be given, he could 
sot avoid fome knocks ^ therefore to 
favc himfelf, he went to Don Diego, 
^nd defired his leave to depart the 
harbour ; for, faid he, I am very fure 
Blake will prefently be among you. 
fo this the refoiute Don made no 



other reply but. Get you gone if yoa 
will, and let Blake come if he dares. 
They that knew £lake*8 courage, 
could not but know it needlefs to 
dare him to an engagement. All 
things being order*d for fight, a fqua- 
dron of fhips was drawn out of the 
whole fleet to make the firfl onfet j 
thefe were commanded by captain 
Stayner in the Speaker frigate, who 
no fooner had received orders, but 
immediately he flew into the bay 
with his canvafs wings, and by eight 
in the morning fell pell mell upon the 
Spanifh fleet, without the leafl regard 
to the forts, that fpent their fhot pro- 
digally upon him. No fooner were 
thefe entered into the bay, but Blake 
following after, placed certain fhips 
to pour broadfides into the caflle and 
forts. Thefe played their parts fo 
well, that after fome time the 
Spaniards found their forts too hot 
to be held. In the mean time Blake 
flrikts in with Stayner, and bravely 
fought the Spanifh fhips, which were 
not much inferior in number to the 
Englifh, but in men wehe far the 
fuperior. Here we fee a refoiute 
bravery many times may carry the 
day, and make numbers lie by the 
lee ; this was manifefl, for by two 
of the clock in the afternoon, the 
Englifh had beaten the enemies out 
of theirfhips. Now Blake feeing an 
impofltbility of carrying them aw^y, 
he ordered his men to fire their 
prizes ; which was done fo effectual- 
ly, that all the Spanifh fleet were re • 
duced to afhes, except two fhips that 
funk downright, nothing remaining 
of them above water, but fome part 

of 
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Arrived df this icj^traordinary adion^ the Ffoit&or fen* M 
acquaint his fecoi^d parliament, then fitting, therewith^ 
whereupon they ^rderM a publick thanksgiving, and diredled 
a diamond ring, worth five hundred -pounds, to be fefit tb 
Blake ; and chp thanks df the houfe was ordef d to ^11 fbt 
officers and feamen, and to begive^ them by their adiniinal. 

Upon his return to the Mediterranean, he cruifed fomef inlf^ 
before Cadiz, but finding himfelf declining fail, he refolved to 
return home. He accordingly failed for England^ but lived 
not to fee again his native land, for he died as the iiect was 
entering Plymouth, the 17th of Auguft 1657, being in the 
fifty-ninth year of his age. His body was next day em- 
balmed and wrapped up in lead, his bowels were buried \n 
the great church at Plymouth, and his corps conveyed by 
fea to Greenwich houfe, where it lay in fiate for fome time j 
. from thence on the fourth of September, was carried by 
water to Weftminfter Abbey, and interred With great funeral 
pomp, in a vauk, built on purpofe, in the chappel of king 
Henry the Vllth, from whence it was removed on the twelfth 
of September 1661, and re-interred in St. Marganret's church 
yard. 

My lord Clarendon having mentioned all Blake's employ- 
ments, to the time of his firft going on board the fleet, con* 
Clarendon's cludes thus : " He then betook himfelf wholly to the fca> 
hiftory, vol. and quickly made himfelf fignal there. He was the iirft man 
3« P* 392* that declined the old track, and made it manifeA, that the 



of their mafts. The EngU(h having 
now got a compleat victory, were put 
to another difficulty by the wind, 
lb. p. 4C». which blew fo ftrong into the bay, 
that many defpaired of getting out 
of it again« But God*8 providence 
was miracuioufly feen, in caufmg the 
wind on a fudden to veer about to 
the fouth vfei\, (a thing not known 
V in many years before) which brought 
Blake and his fleet faie to Tea again, 
notwithflanding the Spaniards from 
the cadi? *played their great guns 
perpetually upon him as they paffed 
by. The wind^ as it proved a friend 
to bring the Engliih forth, fo it con- 
tinued to carry them back to their 
former Aation near Cadiz. Chroni- 
cle of the civil wars, p. 39 r. 

The whole a Aion (fays the earl of 
Clarendon) was fo miraculous, that 
»1J men who knew the place, won* 



dcred that M\f toher men, with what 
courage foever endued, would ever 
have undertaken it ; and they coi^ 
hardly perfwade themfelvei to be- 
lieve what they had done ; whilft the 
Spaniards comforted tbemfelVes with 
the belief, that they were devils and 
not men^ who had d«ftroyed them in 
fiich a manner. So much a ftrong 
refolution of bold and courageous 
men can bring to pafs, that no refif- 
tance and advantage of ground can 
difappoint them. And it can hardly 
be imagined how fmall lofs the Eng- 
lifh fuftained in this unparalleled ac- 
tion, no one (hip being left behindi 
and the killed and wounded.not ex- 
ceeding two hundred men, when the 
daughter on board the Spanish /hips 
was incredible. Hid. of the rebel* 
non, vol. 3. p. 60 f. 

fcrence 
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fqicnce might be attained in lefs time than was imagined, and 
defpifed thofe- rules which had been long in pra^^ice, to keep 
his fhip and his men out of danger ; which had been held in 
fornier times a point of great ability and circumfpedtion, as 
if the principal art requifite in the captain of a (hip had been 
to be fure to come fafe home again. He was the firft man who 
brought the ihips to contemn caflles on ihore, which had 
been thought ever very formidable, and were difcovered by 
him to make a noife only, and to fright thofe who could be 
^rely hurt by them. He was the firft that infufed that pro- 
portion of courage into the feamen, by making them fee by 
e;cperience what mighty things they could do, if they were 
refolved, and taught them to Aght in lire as well as upoit 
water, and though he has been very well imitated* and fol- 
lowed, he was the firft that gave the example of that kind of 
naval courage, and bold and refolute atchievements." 

BLANCHARD, (James) an eminent painter, born at 
P^iris, in the year 1600. He learnt the rudiments of his 
profeffion under his uncle Nicholas Bolleri, but left him 
at twen^ years of age with an intention to travel to Italy He 
ftoptat Lyons in his way thither, where he flayed for fome 
time, and during his refidence here, reaped both profit and 
improvement.. He pafTed on to Rome where he continued 
about (wo years. From thence he went to Venice, where 
he was fo much pleafed with the works of Titian, Tintoretf 
and Paul Veronefe, that he refolved to follow their manner; 
and in this he fucceeded (o far, that at his return to Paris he 
foon got into high employment, being generally efleemed for 
ifie novelty, beauty and force of his pencil. He painted two !>„ pijpj* 
galleries at Paris, one belonging to the firfl prefidcnt Per- Lives of the 
fault, and the other to -monfieur de Bullion fupcrintendant P^^«"« 
of the finances. But his capital piece is reckoned to be that 
at the church of Notre Dame, St. Andrew kneeling before 
the crofs, and the holy ghoft defcending. Blanchard was in 
a likely way of making his fortune in the flower of his age, 
but a fever and an impofthume in the lungs, carried him off, 
in his 38th year. Of all the French painters Blanchard was 
cfteemed the heft colourifi, having ftudied this part of 
|)ainting with great care in the Venetian fchool. There 
are few grand compofitions of his ; but what he has left of 
this kind fhcw he had great genius. He was moftly taken 
4ip with Madonas, which prevented his employing himfelf 
ia fubje<3s of greater extent. 

BLOE^ 
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BLOEMART, a painter, born at Gorcum, in Holland, 

in the year 1567. His father was an architeft, who retired 

from the Low Countries during the difturbances there, to 

p.. Utrecht, whither his fon followed him, and here it was that 

Lives of the Abraham learnt his firft principles of his profeffion. He 

painters. was never fo lucky however as to be under any able matter. 

He formed a manner tohimfelfas nature and his genius di- 

refted him. ' It wascafy, graceful, and univerfal : He under- 

ftood the Claro Obfcuro. The folds of his draperies were 

large and had a good effeQ, but his manner of defigning had 

too much of his own country in it. There were a vaft 

number of prints graved after his works. He died at four- 

fcore years of age, anno 1647. 

' BLONDEL, (David) a Proteftant minifter, famous for 
, his knowledge in ecclefiaftical and civil hiftory, born at Cha- 
lons, in Champagne. He was admitted minifler at a fynod 
of the I flc of France, in 16 14. A few years afterwards he 
began to write in defence of proteftantifm, for in 1619 he 

B»ylc. publifhed a treatife intitled, ** Modefte declaration de la 
fincerite & verite des Eglifes reformees de France." This 
was an anfwer to feveral of the Catholic writers, efpecially 
to the bi(hop of Luffon, fo well known afterwards under the 
title of cardinal Richelieu. From this time he was confidered as 
a perfon of great hopes. He was fecretary more than twenty 
times in the fynods of the Ifle of France, and was deputed 
four times fuccefiively to the national fynods. That of 
Caftres employed him to write in defence of the Proteftants. 

Moreri, The national fynod of Charenton appointed him honorary 
profeffor in 1645, with a proper falary, which had never been 
done to any body before. He wrote feveral pieces, but what 
gained him mod favour amongfl the proteftants are the fol- 
lowing; his explications on thcEuchariftj his work, entitled, 
De la Primaute d'Eglife ; his Pfeudo Ifidorus and Turria* 
nus Vapulantes ; his treatife of the Sybils ; and his piece, De 
Epifcopiset Prefbyteris. Some of his party however were 
diflatisfied with him for engaging in difputes relating to 
civil hiftory, which he did in his work De Formula regnantc 
Chrifto. Some werealfo offended at the book he publifhed, 
to (hew what's related about Pope Joan to be a ridiculous 
fable. 

Upon the death of Voftius he was invited to fucceed him 
in the hiftory profelibrfhip in the college of Amfterdam. 
He accordingly went thither in 1650, where he continued 
his ftudies with great afSduity. 7 his intenfe application, 

and 
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and the air of the country not agreeing with him, greatly im* 
paired his health and deprived him of his fight. In this con- 
dition he is faid to have didated two volumes in folio, on the 
genealogy of the kings of France againft Chifflet, a work 
which we are told he undertook at the defire of chancellor 
Scquier. He had like to have come into trouble in Holland, 
from the malice of fome perfons who endeavoured to render 
him fufpeded of Arminianifm, and who inveighed againft him 
for the Confiderations Religieufes et Politiques, which he 
publiihed during tlie war betwixt Cromwell and the HoU 
landers. 
He died April 6, 1655, aged fixty-four years. 

BLONDEL, (Francis) profeflbr of phyfick in the uni- 
▼erfity of Paris, a man of great learning, but his knowledge 
was thought to be too obfcure and indigefted. He was a 
great enemy to chymiftry and antimony, and never ceafed 
to harrafs the faculty with troubles and divifions. Mr. Lami 
thus charaSerifes this phyfician. '* He is one of our oldeft ^^^^^^^ 
" dodlors, (fays he) and pafles for a learned man with fome. ^^ ^il^m- 
" He has read a great deal, has a very happy memory. He cours Ana- 
*^ is very able to decide how a greek word fbould be read in 'onwq«e*« 
*^ Hippocrates and Galen. He idolizes them in fuch a man- 
•' net that he will hear of nothing but what they have faid ; 
*^ and the old errors are more to his tafte than the new 
*^ truths. He knows very well the names of plants and un« 
*^ derftands them as the gardeners do. He knows the vir- 
*« tues of them aftef the Galenic manner. He meafures 
'^ their degrees of cold and heat, with a juftnefs that furprizes 
«« every body. He cultivates ieveral with a great deal of 
<' care. He has fo great an averfion to chymiftry, that he; 
•' caiuiot hear a fingle term of it, without crying out. He 
*' has a very great inclination to teach without any intereft' 
** and without being obliged to it. I aflure you I have feen 
*? him take the pains to come every day from the gate of 
*^ St. Dennis to our fchbols only for one Icholar, who after-, 
*< wards left him, becaufe he was not learned enough tp. 
*' underftand him, and becaufe the Hebrew and Greek, of 
** which his difcourfes were full, were languages very little, 
^^ if at iall known to him. It is true that this gentleman is 
<« very curious in etymologies, and endeavours to gather into 
*^ his treatifes all that he has jcver read. 1 hus in a book 
*' which he wrote on vomiting and emetic medicines, he 
^^ gave. a preface on cbemiftry, and to difcover the author of 
^ it, he went up as high as the deluge, and enquired, whether 

*^ Tubal 
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**' Tubal Cain was the inventor of it, bettufe it is fifd of 
** him in,thc fourth chapter of Gencfis, that he was a worker 
** in copper and iron/' M. Devize has aWb fpoken unfa- 
vourably of Blondd in the account he gives of his death for 
the month ot September 1682. Blondd promifed the ptiblJc 
feveral treatifes, but it feems to be doubted whether any of 
them were ever publilhed. 

BLONDEfv, (Francis) Regius profeflbrof mathfcma- 
ticks and architedture, a man of great fame for the fkill he 
acquired in his profeffion. He was governor to Lewis-Henry 
de I omenu, count de Brienne, whom he accompanied in 
his travels from July 1652 to November J 655* He wrote 
a Latin account of them, which was printed twice, in 1660 
and i*^ 62. He had feveral honourable employments b6th in 
the army and navy. He was alfo entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of fome negotiations with foreign princes, and at 
len th arrived at the dignity of marfhal de camp, and coun- 
feUor of ftate. He had the honour to be appointed mathe- 
matical preceptor to the Dauphin. It was he who drew the 
defign of the new gates fince the Dutch war in 1672, and he 
wrote fome of the infcriptions on them, for he was no left 
Verfedin the knowledge of the belles lettfes than in that of 
geometry, as may be feen by the comparifon he publilhed 
between Pindar and Horace; He wais diredof of tht academy 
of architcfture, and a member of the royal academy ot 
fciences. He died February the firft, 1686. He has left 
feveral treatifes (a). 

(a) 1. Notes 'on the architcdure 4. The hiftdry of theRbiAin'ca- 

o£ ^flvot; lemlar. ' ' 

%^ A courfe of architeAure, in 3 5. A new maimer of fvrCilyuig 

vols, in folio. places. 

3. The art of throwing bombs. 

BLONDUS, (Flavius) born at Forll in Italy, ini388^' 
He was fecretary to Pope Eugenius IV. and continued in this 
employment under Eugenius* fucceflbrs to Pope Pius II. urtder 
whofe pontificate hedied June 4, 1463. Hecompofed feveral 
kiftonLal ^orks, the moft famous of which is, his hiftory from the vea^ 
400 to 14^0 (a). 

, (a> Befides his hiftory he wrot^ 4^ Hiftoriftrum RotrianaHiin, de* 

tke following works « cades t res. 

I. Romar triumphantjs,libri decern* 5. D^origineet de^ g^ftU Venet9^ 

%, Kocrie InAaurats, Jibri tres* ruin« 



3* luUie llluftratv^ Ubri odo; 
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BLOUNT, (Thomas) a learned Englifli writer of the 
ftventecnth century, born atBordefley, in Worcefterfliire. He 
had not the advantage of a univerilty education, but by 
ftrength of genius and great application, made a confide* 
r^ble progreft in literature. Upon the breaking out of the 
popi(h plot in the reign of king Charles II. being much alarm- 
ed on account of his being a zealous Roman catholfck, he con- 
trz&ed a palfy, as he informed Mr. Wood in. his laft; letter the„,oxonl 
to him^ dated April the 28th, 1679, adding, that he had then vol. i. col. 
quitted all books, except thofc of devotion . On the 26th J^'JJ^'^, *^^ 
(M December following he died at Orleton, in the fixty-firft ly^i, 
year of his age, and was interred in the church there, and 
had foon after a monument ere£^ed to him by his relift, 
Aime, daughter of Edmund Church, of Maiden, in £f- 
fex (a). 



(a) Bis works are as follows s 

1. r he sicademy of eloquence, con- 
Cainmg a compleat £ngli^ rhetoric. 
There were fayeral editions of it, 

2. Gloflbgraphica, or a dj^Honary 
interpreting fuch hard words, whether 
Hebrew, Greek, i atin, Italiafi, &c. 
that are now afed in our refined 
Engliih tongue, &c. U);idon 16^6^ 
publifhed in odtavo; and feveral 
times after with additions and amend*- 
ments, &c. 

3. The lamps of the law> and the 
ligbtpf the Cofpel) or the titks.of 
fqme late fpiiitual, polemical, and 
met|iphy(ical new books. London 
165S, in o^avo. Written in imita- 
tion of Sir John Berkenhead's. PauPs 
c^jirch.yar.dtf and pubJi(h^d .under, 
the name of Grafs and Hay withers.* 

4. Bofcobel i or the hi (lory of his 
majefty's efcape after the battle of 
Werceder, September the third, 
1651. London 1660, in o^vo. 
Ilie third edition was printed at Lon- 
don 1680. 

5«' The CathoHck aUnanack for 
1^1, 6%, 63, &c. But this not 
feeling fo well as John Booker's aU 
njapack, he wrote 

6, Booker refuted, or anin^dver- 
fufm on Booker* 9 Telefcopiuip.Ur^- 



nicum,.orEphcmeri8, 166?, which is 
very erroneous, &c. London 1665, 
in 4to. in one (heet, being affifted 
in it by Jo. Sangeant and Jo. Au* 
ftcn, 

7. A Layv Viilipnary, interprrting. 
fuch diflScult and obfcure words and 
terms, as are found eitlier in our 
common or ftatute^ ancient or mo*' 
dcrn, laws. London 1671, folio, 
and again. there, in- 1691, with fomp^ 
corrections, and the addition of above 
five hundred words. 

8. Animadverfions upon Sir Ri^ 
ch rd Baker's chronicle, and its con^ 
tinuation,. &c. Oxon. 1672, in oc-, 
tavo. 

9. A world of errors difcovcred in 
the new world of worlds, &c. Lon<« 
don 1673, folio... This cenfure is- 
direAed againf^ Edward Philip's ncv^ 
world of £ngli(h words, &c. 

10. Fragments Antiquitatis, an- 
tient tenures of land, and jocittar> 
cuftoms of fome. 

2 1. Bofcobel,, &c. the fecond part. 
London 16S1, in Svo. To which is 
added, Clauftrum regale referatijm, 
or the king's concealment at Trent,, 
in SomerGBtHiire^ ptihlKh«d by Mrs* 
Anne Windham of Trent* 
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BLOUNT, (Sir Henry) aii Englifli writer, bom De- 
cember 15, 1602, at his father's feat at Tittenhanger in 
Hertfordfhire. He ,was educated at the freefchool of St. 
Alban's, from whence he was removed to Trinity college. 

Wood's A- ^^^^"^^^ 1616, and enter'd a gentleman commoner, being 

tbeiuOxon. not then quite fourteen years of age. He was a youth of a 
chearful difpofition land had a ftrong taftefor claflical learning. 
He had fuch a fprightly wit, foeafy an addrefs,and was fo enter- 
taining in converfation that he became univerfally beloved, 
and was efteemed as promifmg a genius as any in the unver- 
fity. In 16.8 he took his degree of bachelor of arts, and 
foon after left Oxford, Thence he went to Gray's Inn, 
where for fome time he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 

S^i^a^t, '*^> ^^^ ^^ ^^^ fp^i^g of ^^^ ' 634, fet out pn his travels. 

p. 23. ' After having vifited France, Spain, Italy, he wqnt to 
Venice, where he contradled an acquaintance with a janizary^ 
whom he refolved to accompany to the Turkifli dominions. 
He accordingly embarked, on the 7th of May 1634, onboard 
a Venetian galley, for Spalatro,. and thence continued his 
journey by land to Conftantinople. His flay at Conftanti- 

IW. 35* nople was fliort, for he went from thence to Grand Cair6; 
and after having been abroad two years, he returned to Eng- 
land, where, in 1636, he printed an account of his travels. 
This work went through feveral editions. The title of the 
8th runs thus, ** A voyage into the Levant, being a brief 
** relation of a journey performed from England by the way 
*^ of Venice, into Dalmatia, Sclavonia, Bofnia, Hungary, 
*' Macedonia, Theffaly, Thrace, Rhodes, and Egypt, into 
** Grand Cairo, with particular obfervations concerning the 
*« modern condition of the Turks and other people under 
** that empire." In this account the author tells us that 
when he was at Conflantinople he lived in a family which had 
refidcd there five and twenty years, and which informed 
him of many things, particularly as to the number 
of Mefchedtoes, that is, chapels and churches,, ,what 
feems to be incredible, that they were five and thirty tbou- 
fand, the noted ftreets four and twenty thoufand, and that 
fome of thefe he found two miles in length, that every one 
of them is locked up in the night, with a door at each end, 
and guarded by a mufqueteer, whereby robberies and other 
diforders arc prevented. The Turks are generally great be- 
lievers in predeflination, whereof he relates two remarkable 
inftances : Orte was at Rhodes, " Where juft as we enter'd 
<< the port (fays he) a French lacquey of our company died 
^ with a great plague fore. The Turks in the fhip were fo 

«« far 
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<^ far from fear at his death, that within half dn houf after 
<^ his removal they flept on his blanket, which when I ad^ 
<< vifed them not to do, they pointed upon their foreheads^ 
<< telling me it was written there at their.birth when they 
" (hould die/' The other was in his journey to Adrianople^ 
in Thrace. " The janizary, myfelf, and one moiTc (conti- 
'< nues he) being in a coach, we pdTed by a foldier, who 
<< lying along, with his horfe by, could hardly fpeak fomuch 
^^ as to intreat us to tajce him into our Coach : The janizary 
*^ made our companion ride his horfe, taking the man in» 
<* whofe breaft being open and full of plague tokens, I 
*^ would not have had him received, but he in like manner 
^' pointing to his own forehead and mine, told me we could 
^< not take hurt unlefs it were written there, and that then 
** we could not avoid it." 

In 1638, his father died, and left him the feat of Blounf 8 
hall, in Staffordshire, with a conderable fortune. On thd 
twenty firft of March, in the fucceeding year, the king con- 
ferred on him the honour of knighthood ; and upon the 
breaking out of the civil war, he attended his majefty to feve-^ 
ral places, was prefent at the battle of Edgehill ; and at this 
jundure he is fuppofed to have had the care of the young 
princes. He afterwards quitted his majefty's fervice, ;and 
returned to London, where he was called to an account for 
adhering to the king, but he fully excufed himfelf, al- 

ledeins his duty on account of his poft. In 1651, he was^°*^ * ^- 
^ P, « ' 1. ^' y. "^ r then. Oxoiu 

named by the parliament m a committee of, twenty perfons, 

for infpe6iing the pradice of the law, and remedying its 
abufes, and about this time he ihowed himfelf very a6iive 
againft the payment of tythes, being defirous to have re- 
duced the income of pari(h minifters to one hundred pounds 
a year. He alfo fkt with Dr. Richard Zouch, Dr. William 
Clarke, Dr. William Turner, civilians, and fevcral 
other eminent perfons in the court of king's (then called the 
upper) bench, in Weftminfter hall, on the fifth of July 1654, 
by virtue of a commiffion from Oliver Cromwell, for trying 
Don Pantdion Saa, brother to the Portugueze embaflador, 
for murder. November i, 1655, he was appointed one of 
the twenty-one commiffioners to confider of the trade and 
navigation of the commonwealth . 

But notwithftanding he complied with the forms of govern- 
ment fet up between i6sp and 1660; yet ftill he feems to 
have been efteemed a friend to the royal family, for he was 
received into favour and confidence on the king's reftoration, * 

and appointed high iberiff of the county of Hertford, 

Vol. II. P in 
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Chauncey's ^^ '^^'' ^^^^ ^^^ ^'^^^ ^^ '^^^^ ^ * privaf^ gcntTeman, 
Hertford- iatisfied with the honours he had acquired, and the cftatc he 
Arre,p.^o2. p'oflefled, and after having paffed upwards of twenty years in 
this manner,' died on the ninth of 0£tober, 1682, and was 
ihterred in the family vault at Ridge, in Hertfordfcire. A3 
to the character of Sir Henry Blount, Mr; Wood tells us, 
he was* efteemed by thofe that knew him, a gentleman of a 
very clear judgment, great experience and much contem- 
plation (though not of much reading,) and of great forefight 
into government He was alfo a perfon of admirable con- 
. verfation, and in his younger years was a great bantercr, 
which in his elder he'difufed. 

BLOUNT, (Sir Thomas Pope) an eminent Engnfii 
writer, fon of the preceding Sir Henry Blount, bom at Upper 
Holloway, in the county of Middlefex, Sept. 12, 1649. King 
Charles II. conferred upon him the degree of a baronet, by a 
patent, dated Jan. 27, 1679, in the thirtieth year of his ma- 
Baronfta e J^%'^ rc»g"> ^^^1 in thc life-time of Sir Henry Blount his 
of England, father. He was elected burgefs for St. Alban's, in Hcrtford- 
voi. 3. p. fhire, in the parliaments for the thirtieth and thirty-firft year 
^** of king Charles II. and was knight of the fliire in three par- 

liaments after the revolution, having alfo the honour to be 
appointed commiffioner of accounts for the three lafl years 
. . of his life, by the houfe of commons. He always diftin- 
guiflied himfelf as a lover of liberty. He was a man 
of great learnings being well verfed in tficbeft w«ters in all 
ages and in all Iciences. This he gave a proof of in his fa- 
mous work, ^* Cenfura celebriorum authorum," &c (a). His 
capacity for writing on a variety of important and entertain- 
ing fubjeds appears from his effays (b). His extcnfivc know- 
ledge 

(a) The entire tkle of this runs *' mas Pope Blount, Anglo Britifl* 

thus in the original edition, printed ** nus baronettus. 

at London, in 1690, folio. ** Cen- (b) His eflays are in number fevfii, 

•* fura celebriorum ^authorum, live on the following f«bjefts. 

** tradaius in quo varia virorum doc- I, That intcreft governs the world, 

•' torum de clariflimis cujufque, fe- and that popery is nothing but prieft- 

•* cuH fcriptoribus judicia traduntur. craft, or an invention of the pricft» 

** Unde facillimo negotio ledtor dig- to get money. 

'' nofcere queat, quid in fingulis 2. The great mifchief and preju- 

'^ quibufque irtorum authorum maxi • dice of learning, and that a wife man 

*' me memorabile fit, & quoniam in ought to be preferred before a ina» 

*' preiio apuderuditos femper habiti of teaming. 

** fuerint. Omnia in ftudioforum 3. Of education andcuOom; the 

*' gratia mcollegit, & in ordinem di- great influence it hath upon moft 

•* geffit fccundum feriem • temporis menj- but that a good education i* 

•* quo ipfi authores floruerunt, Tho- not always effeftoal. 
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fedge IS faftber difplayed in another learned piece of his, oii 
natural hiftory (c). He wrote alfo a work on poetry, De re 
poetica, or Remarks upon poetry i with charadlers and cen- 
Aires of the moft contiderable poets, whether ancient or 
modern, extracted out of the beu and clioiceft critics. It is 
dedicated to John earl of Mulgrave. After having acquired 
great honour in his feveral publick characters with eileem and 
friendihip in private life, he quietly ended his days at Tit- 
tenhanger, June 30, 1697, ^^ ^^^ forty-eighth year of his 
age, and was buried the eighth of July following, in the 
vault of his family, at Ridge, in HertfordOiire. 

4.01 the'aAcients, and the re- 7,The variety of opinions, whence 

(fdGt that is due unto them ; that we it proceeds ; the uncertainty of ba* 

ihould not too much enilave ourfelves man knowledge, 
to their opinions. 

5. Whether the men of this pre- . (c) The title of tfie book runt 
^ fent age are any way inferior to tho(e thus, '* A natural hiftory, containing 
* of former ages, either in refpeS of *' many, not common obfervations, 

virtue, learning, or long life. ** extraded out of the bed modero 

6. Of paffion, and whether the ** writers.'* 
, pafllions are an advantage or difad* 

vanuge to men. 

BLOUNT, (Charles) younger fon of Sir Henry Blount, 
and brother to Sir Thomas Pope Blount before mentioned', 
an eminent writer alfo, born at his grandfather's feat at Up- 
per Holloway, in the county of Middlefe?^, April 27, 1654. 
He had an excellent capacity^ which was properly cultivated 
by his father, who took upon himfelf the diredion of his 
Audies, fothat under fuch an inftriiftor, Charles quickly ac- 
quired an extraordinary (kill in the arts and fciencfes. In 
1679, he publifhedhis AnimaMundi, which gave great of- Mr.Blount's 
fence to fome people, and complaint was made thereof to Dr. ^'^!p . P'^f ^f^ 
Compton, then lord bi&op of London (a). Mr. Blount ^^ 
was a ftrenuous advocate for liberiy, and this he gave tefti- 
mony of in a pamphlet on the popiih plot, and the fear of 
a popifh fucceflbr. This treatife is fubfcribed Junius 

(a) The title of this work at large , in contained is to be met with in the 

is, *' Anima mondi ; or, an hiftori- works of a learned divine, who con- 

cal narration of the opinions of the fider'd it only occafionally, and in 

ancients concerning man's foul af- conjunftion with abundance of pieces 

ter this life, according to unen- of the fame kind. See Nichols's 

lightened nature." Several anfwers conference with a Theilt, vol, i« 

were written to it, but the moft fo- part 5* 
lid refutation of the principles there* 

P z Brutus. 
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Brutus (0). In i69o, he printed his work whfch rendef'd 
him moft known to the world. The life of AppoUonius 
Tyaneus^ which was foon after fupprefied, it being an at* 
tack againft revealed religion (c). Tho fame year he pub- 
lilbed his Diana of the Ephefians, which gave al(b great 
offence, for under colour of expofing fuperftition, he has 

Wood*t A- ft^"^*^ ** revelation (d). In 1684, he publifhed a kind of 

then. Oxon. intfoduiftion to polite literature. 

vol. %, col. Mr. Blount was a warm friend to the revolution ; he gave 
a ftrong teftimony of his attachment to his principles, and his 
love of freedom, in a treatife he wrote in defence of the li- 
berty of the prcfe ; wherein he (hews, that all reftraints there- 
on, can have no other tendency than to eftabli(h fuperflition 
and tyranny, by abaftng the ^irtts of mankind, and injuring 
the human underftanding. The warmth of Mr. Blount's 
temper, his affedion for king William, and his ftrong defire 
to fee things fettled according to his wishes, led him to write 
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(t) TFie title of the pampWct at 
Urge run* thus : " An appeal from 
^c country to the city for the pre- 
iervation of his maje(ly*t perfoo> 
liberty^ property, and the proteAant 
reKglon/* It opens with a panegy- 
ric iipoa the city of London ; in or- 
der to ihew, that upon their conduil 
Che fafety of the whole nation de- 
pended; that the eyes of the whole 
people of England were upon them^ 
and therefore it became tbem tojuf- 
tify by thdr behaviour the indul- 
gence ftiewn them by providence in 
raifmg them to fo great a height, and 
the confidence repofed in them by 
their fellow fab}eds,.wfta>>nanimQiif- 
ly confidered them as the champions 
of their liberty, by whofe conduct 
and courage they muH be prefervcd, 
or by whoTe timMity and ill-timed 
caution they muft fall. Take this 
altogether in point of method and 
matter, fays the author of the Bio- 
^raphia Britannica, coniidering the 
fcheme upon which the author writ, 
the clrcumflancet under which he 
wrote, and the dexterity with which 
he introduced topics, that at this time 
one would have thought no man who 
had any regard to his own fafery, 
and had fo conliderablf a property to 



lofc, would have ventured to men- 
tion ; I fay, taking in all thcfe con« 
^derations, one may fafely affirm 
that very few, if any one pamphlet 
in our language, is better wrote in 
every refped than this, more efpe- 
cially as it is ihort, comprehenfivQ 
and equally calculated for the ufe of 
the learned, and of common readers. 

(c) The title of it ran thua, ♦« The 
two firft books of FhilOftratus, con<^ 
ceming the life of Appoltonius Ty- 
aneus, written originally in Greek, 
with philological notes upon each 
diapter.'' 1 his book, which is a 
thin folio, was publifhed ii^ liSo, 
and it was chiefly the notes that gave 
cifence, faid to have been taken from 
th^ manufcript writings of the fa- 
mous lord Herbert, of Cherbory. 
Bayle In the article AppoUonius. 

(d) The title of this treatife at 
large runs thus, « Great is Diana of 
the Ephedans, or the original of ido- 
latry, together with the political in- 
ftitution of the Gentiles* facrifices." 
The foOowiai; motto is prefixed* 

Cum fcfi ipfe, nocens, moritorcut 

vidima pro te ? 
Stultitia eft morte altcriua fpcrir« 

£alutem» 
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a pamphlet, in which he aflerted king WiHiam and queen 
Mary to be conquerors. This piece gave fuch offence, that 
it was condemned to be burnt, by both houfes ^f P^^'**'c^^ , 
ment (e). After the death of hts wife, Mr. Blount became,^ift^^*^^ 
enamoured of her fifier, a lady of great beauty, wit, andEngiand, 
virtue, who is' faid not to have been infenfible on her fide,^^^* 3* P* 
but fcrupuhnis only as to marrying him after her fifter. He ^^' 
wrote a letter on this fulgeA, wherein he fiates the cafe as of « 

a third perfon, and treats it with great learning aikl addtefi. 
It is ahb (aid that he applied to the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and other divines, who having decided againft his 
opinion, and the lady thereupon growing inflexible, it threw 
him into a fit of defpair, which ended in a frenzy, fo that he 
ftothimfelf: The wound, however, did not prove immeWood*t A* 
diatcly mortal, he lived after it fome days, and died in the^'^* o*«"* 
month of Auguft, 1693, and was interred with his family, ^^!.\*'*^**^ 
in the church of Ridge, in Hertford(hire. After his deceafe, 
many of his private letters were publifhed, in a work called. 
The orades of reafon, by Mr. Gildon. Thefe oracles of 
reafon were afterwards printed with feveral of our author*s 
pieces, under the title of The mifccllancous works of Charles 
Blount, £fq« 

(z) The title of Ifhis at targe nms witli that declaration of parliament, 

thus, *< King William and Queen king James abdicated the govern- 

Mary conquerors j or> A difcourfe ment, tec. Written with an efpe« 

endeavouring | to prove, that their cial Mgard to fuch as have hitherto 

majefties have on their Me, againft refufed the oath, and yet allow of 

the late king, the principal reafons the title of conqueft When confequenc 

that nuke conqueft a good title : to a juft war« , 
ihewing alfo how this is confident 

BOCCACE, (John) a polite and learned writer, Jiorn 
atCcrtaldo, in Tuicany, in the year 131 3. His father de- 
igned him for trade, and placed him with a merchant of 
Florence, who took him ^o Paris. Boccace lived with him 
(ix years, and was much in his favour; but being at 
length tired of this bufinefs, and having declared his averfion to 
k, he was fent to ftudy the canon law. He difliked this 
alfo, his great paffion being for poetry; nor could his father's 
commands, or the exhortations of his friends, induce him to 
fupprefs his natural inclination. However he could not 
wholly difengage himfclf from the law, till after his father's 
4ieath j but as foon as this happened, he utterly renounced 
liis former occupations, and gave himfelf wholly up to poetry- 
He put himfelf under the inftruftion of Petrarch ; and fought 
everywhere for the moft eminent matters ; but not having 

P 3 ' aa 
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an income fufficientforbis expences, he was reduced to fucb 
circMmftances, as to fland in need of the bounty of othersi 
he was particularly obliged to Petrarch, who fiirnifhed him 
with money as well as books, and affifted him in many other 
refpedb. Boccace was a great admirer of the Greek lan- 
guage : he found means to get Homer tranflated into Latin 
for his own ufej and procured a, profcflbr's chair at Florence, 
for Leontius Pylatus, in order to explain this poet. The 
republick of Florence honoured Boccace with the freedom 
. of that city, and employed him in publick affairs, particular- 
Jy to negotiate the return of Petrarch j but this poet not only 
Terufcd to return to Florence, but perfuaded Boccace alfo to 
retire from thence, on account of the fafiions which pre* 
vailed in that republick. Having quitted Florence, he went 
tofevcral places in Italy, arid flopped at laft at the court of 
Niiples, where king Robert gave him a very kind reception. 
He conceived a violent affe(Jiion for the natural daughter of 
that prince, which made him remain a confiderable time at 
Naples. He alfo made a long ftay in Sicily, where he was 
in high favour with queen Joan. When the troubles 
had iomewhat abated at Florence, he returned thither, but 
ifoon retired from thence to Certaldo, where he fpent his time 
in fludy. His intenfe application brought on him a fickneis 
in the ftomach, which cut him off in the year 1 3 75. He was 
i)uried at Certaldo, in the church of St. James and St. Philips* 
He lett feveral works, fome in Latin, and fome in Italian (a); 
<Df all his compofitions his Decameron is the moft famous : 
it was received, fays M. BuUart, with applaufe, by all Italy; it 
like wife was fo favourably entertained by^foreign nations, that 
every one would have it in their own tongue ; and it was 

' (a^ 1. "An abridgment of the Rpman 4. Of the fortunes of iUuftrious 
hiftory, from Romulus to the year men. This work begins at AdaiB, 
of Rome 7245 with a parallel of and ends at John king of France, 
the feven kings of Rome, and of the taken prifoncr by the Englifllin i35^» 
cmperoisto Nero inclufively. This It was printed at Paris, in folio, by 
-work was printed at Cologn in 1 534, John Thievri of Beauvais. 
in odavo. 

2. 1 he hiflory of iljul^rious wo- He wrote the following ple8b( 
men, printed at Bern in 1539, in 
folio. 

3. The genealogy of the Gods, 
with a rreatife of mountains, f^, 
rivers, lakes, &c. This work was 
printed at Bafil in 1532, in fo- 
lio, with the notes of James My- 
ciUus. 

fcugbt 



He wrote the following 
in the Italian language. 




II Fhilocalo. 

La Fiammeita. 

L'Amcto. 

11 labirinto d*Amore» 

La Vita di Dante; 

U Decameron. 
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iiMi^t, after fo much the more eagerly, as pains were taken 
U>fiipprefs it» his ftories being too licent;ious and fatyrical on 
the modes. Boccace publiSied them in 1348, at a timo 
when the city of Florence wa$ made defolate, and almofl 4 
4e&rt by a cruel plague. It may be reckoned among the fined 
9f his writing*, compofed for entertainment. Petrarch 
fi^md fo many charms in this compofition, that he was 
at the pains to Cranflate it into Latin, for bis own fatif-* 
faction. 

BOCCALINI, (Trajan) a fatyrical wit, born at Rome, 
about the beginning of the 17 th century. The method he 
took to indulge his turn for fatyr was by feigning that Apollo 
holding his courts ^on ParnafTus, heard the complaints 
of the whole world, and gave judgment as the cafe re- 
quireil. . He was received into the academies of Italy, where 
he gained great applaufe by his political difcourfes, and his 
elegant criticifmsr The cardinals Borghefe and Caje* 
tan having declared themfelves hisj patrons, he pub- 
lifhed his " Ragguagli di Parnaflb," and " Secretaria 
di Apollo," a continuation thereof, Thefe works of hb were 
fo well received by the publick, that the fuccefs thereof 
encouraged him to proceed farther, in his fatyrical refleftions^ 

He accordingly printed his Pietra di Paragone, where- 
ifl be attacks the court of Spain, fetting forth] their 
deftgns againft the liberty of Italy, and inveighing par<* 
tfcularly againft them for the tyranny they exercifed in the 
kingdom of Naples. The Spaniards pomplained of him in 
&>rmf and were determined at any rate to be revenged. 
Boccalini was frightened and retired to Venice. Some time 
after he was murthered in a furprizing manner. He lodged 
with one of his friends, who having got up early one morn- 
ing left Boccalini a- bed; a minute after four armed men en- 
tered his chamber, and gave him fo many blows with bags 
full of fand that they left him for dead ; fo that his friend re- 
turning fome time after, found him in fo miferable a condi- 
•tion, that he could not utter one word. Great fearch waa 
made at Venice for the authors of this murder, and though 
they were never difcovcred, yet it was univerfally believed 
that they were fet to work by the court of Spain. Moreri 
tells us, that Boccalini was compoiing difcourfes on Tacitus 
when he was aflaffinated ; bat Mr. Bayle afErms, that they 
were not only finifhed at that time, but had gone through 
two editioas at Geneva* 

.. P4 BOGh 
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BOCCONI^ (SvLvio) a celebrated natural hiftorian, ham 
at Palermo, in Sicily, the 24tb of April, 1633. After be 
had gone through the ufual courfe of fiudies, be applied him- 
felf chiefly to natural hiftory, in which he made a moft fur- 
prizing progrefs. He was afterwards ordained priefi, and 
entered into the ciflercian order, at which time he changed 
his chriflian name Paul into that of Silvio. This new way 
of life did not in the leaft divert him from his favourite ftudy, 
for he purfued it with greater vigour than ever, and travelled 
not only over Sicily, but likewife vifited the ifle of Malta, 
Italy, and the Low Countries, England, France, Germany, 
Poland, and feveral other nations, in 1696, he was admit- 
ted a member of the academy of the virtuofi in Germany. 
tie was at Padua fome time, where he ihidied under James 
Pighi, firft profefTor of anatomy there: upon his return to 
Sicily he retired to a convent of his own order, near Padermo^ 
where he died December the 22d, I704> being feventy one 
years of age. He left many curious works (a). 



(a) They arc as follow. 

X. Delia Pietra Belzuar Minerale 
Kclliana, lettera familiare. Printed 
at Monteleone, in 1669, in 410. 

%9 Novitiato alia fegretaria lettura 
^rata non meno a principi, che a loro 
liegrcurii, per moilrare con facilita 
^ brcvita Parte d*un accorto fegre- 
taricu Printed at Genoa, in lamo. 

|. Recberches & obfervttions na* 
turelles touchant le Corail^ la pierrt 
eroille, Pembrafement du mount 
Buia. Paris 1672, in iimo. 

4. SpiAola Botanica. Printed at 
Kaples, in 1^72, in4to. 

5. Lettre ecnte a PAnteur du 
Journal des Savans touchant une 
gemme ou efpece de Baume, qui eft 
ibuverain . pour les Bleffuret. This 
)s inferted iu the journal des Savans 
of Janyary 20, 1676. 

6. Kones & Deforlptioncs rario- 
rum i'lantarum Sicilite, Melitae; 
Gallise, Sc lulvfi, quarum unaquse* 
que proprio charaflere iignata ab 
^liis ejafdemcUnis facile diftinguitur. 
Cum prajfatione, Robert Morifonii. 
Oxford 1674, in 410. with cuts. 

7. Oflbrvazioni naturali, ove fi 
CoptengcPQ Niaierie Medico-fi(icbe, 
^ ^i Boianica, produzioni naturali, 
J't^ilbi'.ri diverfi, Fuochi Fotteranei 
d*Ital»a, & altre curioHta, difpoAe in 

- tratuti fapuliari, Bologna 1 6$4,in ^to. 



8. Muflso di Fifica di efperanza Ta« 
liato di oflervazioni naturali, note 
medicinale, e Riggtonaroenti, fe- 
condo i principii de modemi, con 
una difl*ertatione delPorigine, e della 
prima impreffione' delle produzioni 
Marine. 

9. Remarks upon (everal p^iits 
of natural hiftory, extnAad from 
the Mufco di Fifica, printed in High 
Putch at Francfort, 1697, in iimo. 
This piece contains twenty-four ob- 
fervations extraaed from the preoed* 
ing work. 

10. Mufeo di Pianterare della Si- 
cilia, Malta, Corfica, Italia, Pie- 
monte, & Germanla. Con figure 
133. Venice 1 697*, in 4to. 

11. Obfervatio circa nonnullas 
plantas^ marinas imperfedas, uti fo- 
cas, Corallinas, Zeophyta, Fungo9, 
Sc fimiles, earumque originem. 

12. De materia fimili LithomargB 
AgricoUe aut Agarico Minerali Fer" 
rantis Imperaci quae in eavitate quo^ 
rundam Saxorum aut filicum in dif- 
trldu civitatls Rhotpmagenfis it 
PortnsGratic inNormannit inveni- 
tur. T his piece is inferted in the firft 
9nd fecond centuries of the journal 
abovementloned, and in Mangetu(*< 
Bibliotheea Scriptorum Mfdicofuntu 

.T«n, I* 

BO. 
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BOCHART, (Samuel) a learned French protefiant, 
born at Roane, in Normandy, in the year 1599. He made 
a very earlyprogrefs in learning, particularly in the Greek 
languaee, of which we have a proof in the verfes he compofed 
in praife of Thomas Dempfter, under whom he fiudied at 
Paris. He weiit through a courfe of philofophy at Sedan, 
and (ludied divinity at Saumur under Camero, whom he fol- 
lowed to London, thie academy at Saumur being difperfed 
during the civil war. Bochart, however, made but a fhort 
day in England, for about the end of the year 1621 he was 
at Leyden, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Ara- 
bic under Erpenius. 

When Bochart reUirned to France he was chofen mini- 
iter of Caen, where he diftinguiihed himfelf by his piiblicic 
difputations with father Veron, a venr famous controverfift. 
The difpute was held in the caftle of Caen, in prefence of 
a great number ofcatbolicks andproteftants. Bochart came off 
with great honour and reputation, which not a little encreafed 
in th6 year 1646, upon the publication of his " Phaleg" 
and ^^ Canaan," which are the titles of the two parts of his 
Geographica Sacra. He acquired alfo great fame by his 
♦^ Hierozoicon," printed in London in 1675. This 
treats de animalibus facras fcripturae. The great learning hedif- 
played in his works rendered him efteemed not only aniong(( 
thofe of his own perfuafion, but amongft all lovers of know- 
ledge of whatever denomination. In 1652, the queen of 
Sweden invited him to Stockholm, where fhe gave him many 
proofs of her regard and efteem. At his return into France, 
in 1653, he continued his ordinary exercifes, and was one 
of the members of the academy of Caen, which confifted of 
lill the learned men of that place. He died fuddenly, when 
he was fpeaking in this academy, on May the 6th, 1667, 
which gave M. Brieux occafion to make the following epi* 
taph on him. 

Scilicet haec cuique eft data fors aequiffima, talis 
Ut fit mors, qualis vita peradta fuit. 
Mufarum in gremio qui vixit ab annis, / 
*^ Mufarum in gremio debuit ille mori 1 

Befidcs what we have mentioned, he wrote alfo a treatife 
en the terreftrial paradife, on the plants and precious ftones 
mentioned in fcripture, and fome other pieces, but he had 
not finilh^d any of thcfe before he died* He left alfo a great 

number ^ 
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number of (ennons. As many of his diflertatbns as conUd 
be colleded were piAliihed in the edition of his works^ prints 
ed in Holland^ in 1692. 

BOCHIUS, (John) born at Bmflels in 1555. He was 
a good Latia poet, and from thence was ftyled the Virgil of 
the Low Countries. He accompanied cardinal Radzivil 
to Rome, where he ftudied under BeUarmin. Bochius after 
having vifited moft parts of Italy went through Poland, Li- 
vonia, Ruffia and Mofcovy. In going from Smolenfko to 
Mofcow he fuiFered much from the cold, and his feet wefe 
frozen to fuch a degree that fome thought he would be obliged 
to have theip cut off. One of the Czar's furgeon*s however 
undertook to cure him by other remedies; aud thatthefe 
proved effectual might perhaps be owing to the fcrflowing ac- 
cident. The quarter of the Livonians, where Bochius re- 
fuied, having been attacked and plundered, he was obliged 
to fave himfeif by flight, fo that this hurry andexercife at &is 
junfture is thought to have contributed greatly to the tScGt 
of the remedies. Upon his return to the Ijow Countries 
the dukeof Parma made him fecretary of Antwerp. Hedie^ 
on -tlie 13th of January, 1609, and the following epitapA 
was wrpte upon him. 

Quis fuus hie ? Bochius, fatis eft: nam caetera dicent, 
Candor et integritas, ingeniumque viri (a). 

, (a) He has left the 6>Uowing 4. VitaDavidis< 
^ces. 5. Orationes. 

^ * 1. De Belgii principatur 6. PocmataJ^ &c. His poetical] 

*«. Parodia Hcroica" pfalmorum pieces, confifting of epigrams, cleJ 

Hittdicorum. ^ gies, &c. were colleded together i 

, ^ ObCervationes Pbydcsei Ethicae, printed at Cologne^ m 1615, 
P^tlcas &Hiflori£ in Pfahaos. 

BODIN, (John) a celebrated French lawyer of the i 
century,' born at Angers. He ftudied the law at Touloi 
where he took his degrees, and afterwards read leSures wi 
great applaufe. He intended to fetde at TouloMfe as 1; 
profefTor, and in order to ingratiate himfeif into favour wJ 
the Touloufians, he compofed his oration, " De inftituew 
in republica juventute,'* which he addrefted to the people ani. 
fcnate ef Touloufe, and recited it publickly in the fcho6h. ' 
But he at length prrferred the common to the civil law, and 
iqnitted the fchool* of Touloufe for the bar pf Paris. Ifet 
X - . ** - fucceed- 
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iiicceediiig however in this way be applied himfelf wholly to Bayk. 
conipofing books, in which he had furprizing fuccefe. The Mcicri* 
firft work he publifhed was his Commentary on Oppian's 
books of hunting, and his Tranflation of them into Latin 
verfe. In 1566 he publifhed his Method of hiftory, and i 

in 1568 his Difcourfeon coins, &c. His Republick was 
printed in folio, in 1576, and afterwards feveral times in 8vo. 
The fame year appeared his account of the ftates of Blois. 
In 1578, he puWifhed, his Law Tables, intitled. Juris univerfi 
diftributio. The year following he wrote his Demonomani^ 
des Sorciers ; and a little before his death his <^ Theatre de 
]a nature univerfelle." He ordered by his will that his books 
de imperio, et jurifdi<Slione, et legis a<5tionibus, et decretis^ 
et judiciis, fhould be burnt, which was accordingly done. 
Befides what we have mentioned, he wrote alfo a book by 
way of dialogue on religions, intitled, " Heptaplomeron five 
ikabditis rerum fublimium arcanis 5" this book however was 
never publifhed. 

Tb€ reputation of M. Bodin as a man of wit and learning, 
induced king Henry III. to defire to fee him ^ and as he was 
a man extremely agreeable in converfation, his majefiy con- 
ceived a fondnefs for him and took delight in his company, ' X 
but tfae/oyal flavour was not of long continuaiice. However he 
found means to get into the£ood graces of the duke of Alen^on, 
whom be accompanied to England, where he had the plea- 
fure to find that his books of the Republick were read pub- 
lickly in the univerfity of Cambridge, and that the Englifh 
had tranflated them into Latin from the French original, 
I which induced him afterwards totranilate them himfelf into 
rvVLatin. ' . 

Upon the death of the duke of Alenfon, Bodin re- 
;ired to Laon, where he married. He had an office in 

e prasfidial of this city, and it was perhaps on ac« *: 

unt of this ojffice, that he was deputed in 1576, by the 

ird flate of Vermandois to the flates of Blois. He there 
ke with great fpirit for the rights of the people. In 
arles the 9th's time he was the king's follicitor with a 

mmiffion for the foretts of Normandy. He died of the 

ague at Laon, in 15 96. 

, / BODLEY, (Sir Thomas) from whom the Bodleian li- 
: * br^ry at Oxford takes its name, the eldefl fon of Mr. John 
L* Bodley, born at Exeter the fecond of March 1544. He was 
I about twelve years of age, when his father removed wit^ Life 0/ sir 
I his family to Geneva, /^ My father (fays be) in the ThomasBoa 

'*"""' ^ l( time ^y' wntten 

pi J, a» 
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Reliquiap ** timc of quccH Mary, being noted and known to be an 
^^ftlTb " *°^°^y ^^ P<>P^'7> was fo cruelly threatened, and fo, nar- 
j;Keame/** rowly obfervcd by thofe thatmaliced his religion, that, for 
Lond. 1703, ** the fafegnard of himfelf and my mother, who was wholly 
^^ *' affeded as my father, he knew no way fo fecure, as to 

^ fly into Germany i where after a while he found means 
♦^ to call over my mother, with all his children and family, 
•• whom he fettled for awhile at Wefel, in Cleveland, (for 
*' there then were many Englifh, which had left their country 
^' for their confcience, and with quietnefs enjoyed their* 
*^ meetings and preachings) and from thence we removed to 
** the town of Frankfort, where was in like fort another 
*« Englifli congregation. Howbeit we made no long tarriance 
*' in either of thofe two towns, for that my father had refolvcd 
** to fix his abode in the city of Geneva, where (as far as I 
*« remember) the Englifli church confifted of fooie hundred, 
** perfons.*' The,univerfity of Geneva being then newly 
ere<9:ed, young Mr. Bodley applied himfelf to the ftudy of 
the /earned languages under the moft celebrated profeflbrs. 
He frequented the public leflures of Chevalerius in the 
Hebrew tongue, Beroaidus in the Greek, and Calvin and 
Wid^ Beza in divinity. Upon the aqceflion of queen Elizabeth in 
1558, he returned to England with his father, who iettkd 
in London; and foon after was fent to Magdalen college, in 
Oxford. In 1563 he took the degree of bachelor of arts, 
and the year following was admitted fellow of Merton col- 
lege. In 1565 he undertook the reading of a Greek ledurc 
in the hall of that college. In 1566, he took his d^ree of 
mafter of arts, and the fame year read natural philofophy 
in the publick fchools. In 1569, he was ele^done of the 
proAors of the univerfity ; and, for a confiderable time, fup- 
pliedthe place of univerfity orator. In 1576, Mr. Bodley went 
2HtJ. p. 4. abroad and fpent four years in France, Germany, and Italy. 
Upon his return he applied himfelf to the ftudy of hiftory and 
politicks. In 1583, he was made gentleman uflier to queen 
Elizabeth. About two years afterwards, he was employed 
in feveral embaffies, to Frederick king of Denmark, Julius 
duke of Brunfwick, William landgrave of Hefle, and other 
German princes, to engage them in the affiftance of the 
king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. of France; and, 
having difcharged that con^miffion, he was fent to king Henry 
III. at the time when this prince was forced by the duke of 
Guife to quit Paris. In 1588, he was fent to the Hague, 
where, according to an agreement between the queen and" the 
States^ he was Emitted one of the council of ftate, and took 

bi» 
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h\i place next to count Maurice. In this ftation he behaved ibid. p. tS, 
entirely to the fatisfadion of his royal miftrefs. After about 
five years reftdence in Holland, he obtained leave to return 
into England, to fettle his private affairs j but was ihortly 
after remanded back to the Hague. At length having finifh- 
cd all his negotiations, he had his final revocation in 1597. 
After hit return, finding bis advancement at court obftruded 
by the jealoufies and intrigues of the great men, he retired 
from the court and all publick bufioe6, and never after would 
accept of any new employment. The &me year he fct about 
the noble work of refloring the publick library at Oxford. 

Having, in the account of hit life, given us the motives of 
his retiring from court, and chufing a 'private life, he goes 
on thus. ** Only this I muft truly confcfs of myfelf, that ^^^"^'P- *^ 
though I did never yet repent me of thofe, and fome other, 
my often refufals of honourable ofiers, in refpe£l of enriching 
my private eftate, yet Ibmewhat more of late I have blamed 
myfelf and my nicety that way, for the love that I bear to 
my reverend mother the univerfity of Oxon, and to the ad- 
vancemeiit of her good, by fuch kind of means, as I have 
fince undertaken. For thus I fell to difcourfe and debate in 
my mind i that although I might find it fitteft for me to keep 
out of the throng of court contentions, and addrefs my thoughts 
and deeds to fuch . ends altogether, as I myfelf could beft 
zffe&i yet withal I was to think, that my duty towards 
God, the expectation of the world, and my natural inclina* 
tion, and very morality did require, that I ihould not wholly 
ib hide thofe little abilities that I had, but that in fome mea* 
fure, and in one kind or other, I ihould do the true part of a 
profitable member of the fiate. Whereupon examining ex- 
actly for the reft of my life what courfe i might take, and 
having fought (as I thot^ht) all the ways to the wood, to 
felectthe moft proper, I concluded at the laft to fet up my 
ftafi^at the library door in Oxon^ being thoroughly perfuaded, 
that in my folitude and furceafe from the commonwealth af<- 
fairs, I could not bufy myfelf to better purpofe, than by re- 
ducing that place (which then in every part lay ruined and 
wafte) to the publick ufe of ftudents. For the effefling 
whereof I found myfelf furnifhed, in a competent proportion, 
of fuch four kinds of aids, as, unlefs I had them all, there 
was no hope of good fuccefs* For without ft>me kind of 
knowledge, as well in the learned and modern tongues, as in 
fundry other forts of fcholaftical literature ; without fome 
purfe ability to go thro' with the charge; without great 
ftore of honourable friends, to further the defign^ and with- 
out 
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out fpecial good lei&re to follow fuch a work, it ctttifd but 
have proved a vain attempt and inconiiderate.** Mr. Cam* 
den fays, this undertaking was a tafk fuited to die digmtf 
of a crowned head. 

Mr. Bodley wrote a letter dated London Jan. 23, toI>» 
Ravis» dean of Chrift Church, then vice chanoeHor, to be 
communicated to the univerfity; offering therein, toreftovs 
the fabric of the library, and to fettle an annual income fuft 
the purchafe of books, and the fupport of fuch officers as 
might be ncccfiary to take care of it. This letter was re- 
ceived with the greateft fatisfii<^ion by the univerfity, and an 
anfwcr returned, teftifying their moft gratefiil acknowledgment 
tt^antiq. u- ^^ acceptance of his noble offer. Whereupon Mr. BoHtf 
sf{T. Oxoo. immediately fet about the work, and in two years time brought 
La. p. 48. it to a good d^ce of perfedion. He furniflied it «with a 
large colleSion of books, purchafed in foreign countries at 
A great expence, and this colledion in a (hort time became 
fo greatly enlarged by the generous benefa£):ions of feveral 
noblemen, bifhops, and others, that neither the (helves nor 
the room could contain them. Whereupon Mr. Bodley of- 
fermg tp make a confiderable addition to the building, the 
motion was readily embraced, and, upon July the 19th, 1610, 
the iirfl ftone of the new foundation was laid with great 
folemnity, the vice chancellor, doctors, mafters of arts, &c. 
attending in their proper habits, and a fpeech being made 
upon the occadon. But Sir Thomas Bodley did not live to 
fee this part of his defign compleated, though he left fuffi* 
cient to do it with fome friends in truft ; for, as appears by 
the copy of his will, hcbeftowed his whole eftate, (his debts, 
legacies, and funeral charges defrayed) to the noble purpofes 
of this foundation. By this means and the help of other 
bcnefa£tions, in procuring which Sir Thomas was very fcr- 
viceable by his great intereft with many eminent peribns, the 
univeriity was enabled to add three other iides to what was 
already built ; whereby was formed a noble quadrangle, and 
ipacious rooms for fchools of arts. By Sir Thomas's will 
two hundred pounds per annum was fettled on the library for 
ever ; out of which he appointed near forty pounds to the 
head librarian, ten pounds for the fub-librarian, and eight 
for the junior. He drew up likewife a body of excellent 
ftatutes foj the government of the library (a). In this li- 
brary 

(a) The original copy of the Bodleian library* They provide, 

them, written by his own hsokd, t. That the keeper or librarian, flitll 

it preferved in the archives of be a graduate, without cur« 0/ fouls,. 

I and 
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bfary is a ftirtutc erected to the mfcmory of Sir Thomas Bod- 
ky, by the earl of Dor&t, chancellor of the univcrfity, with 
the following infcription. Thomas Sackvillus Doa-* 
sBTTi^ Comes, Summus ANCLiis Thbsaurarius, et 
Hujus Academic Cancellarius Thom/e Bodlei^ 

EqiflTl AURATO, QuxBlBLlOTHECAM HANC INSTITVIT 

Honoris causa pie posuit. The Bodleian library is 
juftly efleemed one of the nobleft libraries in the worldi 
King James the firAy we are told, .when he came to Oxford^ 
ind^ year 1605, and, amon^olker edifices^ took a view of 
this famous library, at his dq^rture, in imitation of Alex- 
ander, broke out into this fpeech : If I were not a king, I 
would be an univerfny man ; and if it were fo that I muft be 
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and uamarrtod ; aad that bath the 
cledors and cle€tt6, ihfll take an 
oath, prefcribed in the ilatutes, the 
eleftien to be made after the fame 
manner as in the choice of prodors. 
0* The ]ibrarian*s office it to kvep 
the great regifler book, in which are 
enrolled the names and gifts of all 
benefaftors to the library; to pre- 
ferve the difpofition of the whole, 
9Bd to range aO books that (hall be 
given under tlieir proper claifes; 
and to attend in the library from 
eight to eleven in the morning, and 
from two to four or five in the af*- 
temoon, fuch days and times only 
excepted as are fpecified in the fta* 
tutes. 3. To prevent accidents 
from fire, neither the keeper nor any 
perfon frequenting the library, to be 
allowed candle, or any other kind 
of light. 4. The keeper to deliver 
the books into the hand of perfons, 
defiring them to be ufed in fight, and 
rcftored before fuch perfons depart ; 
and no boolc, 4ipon any pretence 
whatever, to be lent out of the li- 
brary, 5, In cafe of ficknefs or^other 
neceff^ry avocation, the keeper may 
be allowed a deputy, who muft be a 
graduate, and take the fime oath as 
the keeper did at his admifilion. He 
is allowed hkewife an afliftant in his 
office, and an inferior attendant 
(ufually fome poor fcholar) to keep 
the library clean. 6. The revenue 
fettled for the maintenance of the 
library, &c. to be lodged in the uni- 
verflty cheft, and managed by the 



nice cbartceQor and prodors for th« 
timebeitng. I7. None to enjoy the 
freedom of ftudy there, but only 
doflors aftd licentiates of the three 
faculties, bachelors of divinity, ma- 
ilers of arts, bachelors of /phyfick and 
law, and bachelors of arts of two 
years ftanding ; alfo lords, and the 
fons of members of parliament, and 
thofis who become benefa6h>rs to the 
Hbrary ; and all fuch befoit admif- 
iion to fuch privilege, to take aA 
oath prefcribed in the ftatutes. 8. 
Any graduate or other perfon who 
ihall be convifted of difmembcring 
or purk)ining, or altering any word 
or paflage of any book or books, t;o 
be publickly degraded, and expelled 
the univerfity. 9. Eight overfeera 
or vifitors of the library are appoint- 
ed^ , viz. the]vice chancellor and proc- 
tors, the three profefifors of divinity, 
law, and phyfick, and the two re- 
giuS profeflbrs of Hebrew and Greek, 
who are to infpe<a the ftate both of 
the building and the books, the be- 
haviour of the keeper. Sec, annually 
on the 8th of November; and on 
the vifitation day, forty fliillings is 
aHowed to be expended on a dinner 
or fupper for the vifitors, and gloves 
to be prefented them by a beadle, yiz» 
feven pair of ten (hillings the pair, 
to the five profeflbrs and two proc- 
tors, and one pair of twenty fliillings 
price, to the vice chancellor, befides 
forty (hillings in money to each of 
the pro<£lors, and twenty nobles to 
the vice chanceUor» 
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a prifoner, if I might have my wilh» I would have no other 
^ prifon than that lib-ary, and be chained together with fo many 

RerSS- good. authors. 

matt. I^^ing James, upon his acce/Eon to the throiie, had con- 

fened the honour of knighthood on Mr. Bodley. He died 
the 28th of January, 1612, and was buried with great fo- 
lenwtty at the upper end of Merton college choir ; over him 
is erected a monument of black and white marble, on which 
is placed his effigies, in a Icholar's gown, furrounded with 
books ; and at the four corners ftand granmiar, riietoric, 
muficy and arithmetic On each hand of his effigies ftands 
an angel, that on the left holds out to him a crown, and that 
on the right a book open, in which are thefe words ; Non 
delebo nomen ejus de Ubro vitae ; I will not blot hjs name 
out of the book of Kfe. Underneath is the figure of a 
woman, fitting before the ftairs of the old library, holding 
in one hand a key, and in the other a book, wherein the 
greateft part of the alphabet appear^ ; and behind are feen 
duree fmall books ihut, infcribed with the names of Prifda- 
nus, Diomedes, and Donatus. Beneath all are engraven 
thefe words : Memorix Thomae Bodley milttis, publicae hi- 
bliotbecs fundatoris facrum, obiit Jan. 28, 1612. 

^n annual fpeech in praife of Sir Thomas is ftill made at 
Oxford, on the 8th of November, at which time the vifita- 
tion of the library is made. 

hk^'"^ BCEHMEN, (Jacob) the Teutonic philofopaer, a noted 
°**"^ vifionary of the feventeenth century, was born in a village of 
Germany, near Gorlitz, in the year 1575. His education 
was fuitable to the circumftances and views of his parents, 
who defigning him for a mechanic trade, took him from 
fchool as foon as he had learned to read and write, arid put 
him apprentice to a (hoemaker; he firft began to ufe that 
occupation as a mailer ^t Gorlitz, in 1594, and getting into 
fuch bufmefs as enabled him to fupport a family, he entered, 
after fome time, into matrimony, and had feveral children. 

In the mean time being framed by nature with a religious 
turn of mind, he was a conftant frequenter of fermons from 
his youth, and took all opportunities of reading books of di- 
vinity. Whereby not being able to fatisfy himfelf about the 
differences and cbntroverfies in religion, he grew very uneafy, 
till happening one day to hear from the pulpit that (peech of 
our Saviour, Tour heavenly Father will give the holy fpirit to 
them that ajk it \ he was prefently fo ftruck therewith, that 
from this moment he never ceafed aiking, feckin^, and knock- 
ing 
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ing that he might know the truth. WJicreupan, as he tifHs ^^ ^^^.^^^^ 
ushimfelf, by the divine drawing and will he was in fpii^i^ pans of his 
rapt into the holy Sabl>atb, where he remained feven wri^n^s. 
whole days in the bigheft ' joy, by his own confeffion : after 
which, coming to himfelf, he laifl afide all the follies of youth, 
and was driven by divine zeal earneftly to reprehend impudent, 
fcandalous, and blafphemous fpeeches, and in all his actions 
forbore the leaft appearance of evil, continuing to earn 9 
comfortable livelihood by diligent application to his trade 
till the beginning of the fixteenth century, when in the year 
1600 he was a fecond time poflefled with a divine light, an4 
by the fight of a fudden obje<^ was brought to the inward 
ground or center of the hidden nature $ yet fprnewhat doubt- 
ing, he went out into an open field, and there beheld thp 
miraculous works of the Creator in the fignatures, figures, or 
ihapes of 9II created things very clearly and manifefily laid 
open, whereupon he was taken with exceeding joy, yet held 
his peace, in filence praifuig God. 

fiuttenyearsafter an 1610, thro' the overfliadowing ef the holy 
fpiritjhewasathiVd tipe touched by God,and renewed, and be- 
came fo enlightened, tb^t left fo great grace beflowed upon him , 
ftould flip outof his memory, and he refift his God, he began to 
write privately for his own ufe (without the help of any books, 
except the holy fcripture) the truths, which had been thus re?- 
yeaied to hin>t In this fpirit he firft publifhed his treatife, 
iotitled, Aurora, or the rifii?g of the Am, ip 16 f 2. This , 
book was immediately carried to the niagiftrates of Gorlitz, OregoV 
by George Richterus, dean of the minifterspfthat plac^, who Rickter.3«e 
tx)mplained of its containing a great many of the errors of ^^ "^^" ^ 
P^acelfus and Wigelius ; for Boehmcn bad amufed himfelf °' *'' 
with chymiftry in his youth. The magiflrates fuppreffed the 
piece as much as poflible, and commanded the p.uthor to 
write no more, obfervingto him, that fuch employment waj? 
properly the bufinefs of th^ clergy, ^nj} did not belong to his 
profefBon and condition. 

Thus rebuked he remained filcnt for feven years, but finding 
Aat the diredor of the elci^oral- laboratory had recommended 
him to a great many perfons of the court as a good chemift, 
he lifted up his hea4 and boldly oppofed Ric hterus, and taking 
wp his pen again was refolved to redeem the time he had loii ; 
infomuch that in the repiaining five years of his life he wrote 
above twenty books, the Jaft of which, intitlcd, A tablp 
of hi9 pjiaciplcs, or a k^v of his writings, wa^ publiflied in 
1624 » *"^ ^ ^'^ "®' long furvive^ it. For betimes in 
the niprning on the i8th of November, that year, he 
failed one pf J)is fonSj and 4ikyd h\ir\ *' ^f h? alfp lwui4 thajt c^t 
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ccllcnt mufic," to which being anfwered irt the negatire, he or- 
dered the door to be fet open that the mufic mieht be the bet- 
ter heard. He afked afterwards, what a cIock it was, and 
being told it had ftruck two, he faid " It is not yet my time, my 
time is three hours hence/' In the interim he was heard tofpeak 
thefe words, *^ O thou ftrong God of hofts deliver me according 
fixed toTis*^ thy will. O thou crucified Lord Jefus have mercy upon mf, 
anfwer to the and recei vc me into thy kingdom." When rt wis irear fix o'clock, 
40 qucftionshe took his. leave of nis wife and fons, and bleffed them, and 
o^^ the ou , ^^ j j^ tt ^^^ J g^ hence into paradife ;" then bMding his fon turn 

hfm, he immediately expired hit-laft breath in a deep figh. 

Micrelius's ^ S*"^^^ nombcr of perfons have been in vcfgled|by the vifions 

hiit, eecief. of this fanatic ; among others the famous C^irinus Kahtmati 

p. i449« «t may be reckoned the principal of his followers in Germsny, 

i2bo.^'^* whofigiys, he had learned more being alone in his ftudy, fiota 

Boehmen, than he could have learned from aH the wife men 

of that age together, and that we may -not be in the dark as 

to what fort of knowledge this was, h6 acquaints us, that 

amidft an infiditc number of vifions it happened, that being 

fnatched out of his fiudy, he faw thoufiinds of thoufknds of 

lights rifing round about him. Btit our author is better known 

among ourfelves where he has hundreds ofadmirers(A), and no 

In his trca. wonder, fince, as Dr. Henry Moore obferves, the feft of the 

tifcaddrefledtjuakers have borrowed a great many of their dodrtnes from 

ken. ^ ^"*' ^"^ Teutonic philofopher, of whom we (hall venture to fay, 

from a perufal of feme of his writings, that he poflefled the 

Kbuetman grand arcadum of myfterizing plain truths, by au 'in- 

inBohcmo extricably aenigmatical expreffion (b). 

ledivivo. c. / o BOER- 

praefationc. (a) Among the reft the famoos Mr. of the ftflfering, deaths and refurrec- 

Williain Law, author of ChrUUan tion of Chrif> j the third, of ^ 

PerfeAion,^c. ftands chara^erized as tree of faith. iMd. 
a principal cne. See preface to the 6. Of fix parts, ibid. 
Divine Legation of Mofes, Sec, Edit. 7. Of the heavenly and earthly 

375S. myfterium. ibid. 

(b) As his books have been all $, Of the laft times, to P. K. 

translated into £ngli(h, and are much ibid. 

enquired after, we (hall give a lift 9. De (ignatura rerum, or the fig- 

of them as follovtrs. nature of all things. 1 621. 

I. Aurora, or the rifing of the 10. Aconfolatory book of the four 

fun. 16 12. complexions, ibid. 

a. Of the three principles, to- 11. Anapology to Balthazar Til- 

gether with an appendix of the threer ken, in two parts, ibid, 
fold life of man. 1619. i^. A confideration upon Efaias 

3. Of the threefold life of man. SteefePs book. ibid. 

1620. I3« Of true repentance. 1621* - 

4. An anfwer to the forty qucf- 14. Of truerefignation. 
tions of the foul, propounded by Dr. 15. Of regeneration. ibid« 
Walter, etc. ibid. 16. Of predeftination and elefticft 

5. Three books; the firft of the in- Of God j at the end of which is* 
carnatienof JefusChriftj thefecood, treatife, entitled^ 

17. A 
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17. A ihort compendium of re- threefold worlds to J. S. V. S. and 

pcntancc, 16*3. A.V. F. ibid. 

i3. The myftcrium magnum upon The following tre without 

Geneiij, ibid. date. 

19. A table of the principle*, or 16. Of the errors.of the fedJ of 

key of his writk}g$, to . G. F. and Ezekiel Meths, to A* P. A. or«n i^- 

J. H. logy to Efaias Stqefel. 

ao. Of the fuperCenfual life, ibid, a;. Of the laft judgment. 

»i. Of the two tcftaments of 18. Certain letters to diverfe per- 

Chfift, vii. baptiim and the fnpper fons written at diTcrfe ^met, with 

of the Lord, ibid. certain keys for fome hidden 

aa. A dialogue between the en- words, 

lightned and unenlightned foul. ibid. BeHdes thefe our author left un- 

23. An apology upon the book of finifiied, 

true repentance, direded againft a 29. A littlt book of divine con- 

paiquil of the principal miniflerof templation. 

Gorlitz, called Ccegory Rickter. ib. 30. A book of one hundred and 

24. An epitome of thertyft^rium feventy-feven theofophick qpeftions. 
magnum, ibid. 31. The holy weeks, or the 

25. A uble of«the divine mani- prayer book, 
feftation, or an expofition of the 

BOERHAAVE, (Herman) one of the moft celebrated • 
phyficiam th^t this, or perhaps any age has ever producefJ, 
profeflpr of phyfick in the univerfity of Leyden, born the 
31ft of December, 1668, at. Voorhout, a fmall village 
in Holland^ about two miles diftant from the Harlem gate 
of the city of Leyden. His father intended him for divinity, ^" ■?^""* 
and-wiA this view he himfelf initiated him in grammar, ac- ^tings^by 
cording to the methpd of Voffius, an<i proceeded with hiifi w. Burton, 
from the colloquies of Erafmus to Terence, the Greek tefta- M.D.p.a. 
ment, and univerfal hiftory. About the twelfth year of his 
age Herman was afjlifted with a malignant ulcer in his left 
th^h, which feemed tq baffle all the art of furgery,. and.oo- 
cahoncd fucb exceffive pain^ as greatly interrupted his ftudies 
for five years together; but at length, after all the vain ef- 
forts of phyf^ians, be himfelf, by fomenting it with fait and 
wine, Veiled a ci^re, and thereupon conceived his firfl 
thoughts of fludying phyfick. In j63z, ^he was fent to Uy- ^^ZTb^t^ 
den, and put under Mr. Wynfchotan, mafterof the pubJickhaavii,atthe 
fchod, and at the expiration of the year he got into the fi;^th «»<* ®'^^-.- 
and bighcft clafs, from whence 'tis cuftomary after fix months of i^r^au. 
to be removed to the upiverfity. At this juflflure his father thor,fec.4. 
died, who left a wife and nine children, with byt a flender 
provifion, (of whom Herman, though but fij^teen, was tte 
ddeft). Upon his admiffioniniio the. wiiv^rllty, he was pac- 
ticutarly tjien notice of by a friend of his fatherfs^ Mr. 
Trigland, one of the profeflbrs of divinity, wh6 procured 
him the patnonage of Mr. Daniel van Alphf n, burgo mailer 

0,2 of 
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of Leyden ; and by the advice of thefe gentlemen he attend- 
, cd Scngue d's ledlures on logic, theufc of the globes, natural 
philofophy, metaphyfics, and ethicks ; he likewife attended 
the learned Jacob Gronovius on Greek and Latin authors, 
Rychius on Latin claffics, rhetoric, chronology, and geo- 
graphy, and Triglaifd and Scaafe on the Hebrew and Chaldce 
languages, in order to iinderftand the facred writings in their 
originals. In 1687, he applied to niathematicks, and found the 
ftudy fo entertaining that, after having gone through geometry 
and trigonometry, he proceeded to algebra, under ^Voider, 
Ibid. p. 8. in the beginning of 1689. This year he gave a fpecimenof 
. his erudition in an academic oration, proving, '^ That the 
doflrine of Epicurus concerning the chief good, was well 
undcrftood by Cicero ;" for this he received the golden 
medal which ufually accompanies a general applaufe merited 
by any fuch probationary excrcife. 

In 1690, he took a degree in philofophy. In his thefis on 
this occafion, with great ftrength of argument, he confuted the 
fyftems of Epicurus, Hobbs, and Spinofa. After having laid 
a folid foundation in all other parts of learning, he proceeded 
to the ftudy of divinity under the profeffors, 'Irigland, Span- 
heim and Mark ; the firft gave leflures 6n Hebrew antiqui- 
/ ties ; the fecond on ecclefiaftical hiftory, un^der whom Bocr- 

haave held a publick theological difputacion. 

Notwithftanding he was thu» qualified for entering into 
holy orders, which according to his father's intention he had 
hitherto chiefly in view, and that his patrimony was by this 
time almoft wholly exhaufted ; yet fuch was his di^ence, 
he attempted rather by teaching mathematicks, to defray the 
cxpence attending the farther profecution of his theological 
ftudies 5 by which means he not only increafed his repu- 
tation, but (what laid the foundation of his future fortune) 
was introduced to an intimate friendfhip with John Vandcn- 
IfcW.p. 13. burg, burgomafter of Leyden, by whom he was recom- 
mended to the curators, to compare the Voffian manufcripts, 
(purchafed in England for the publick library at Leyden) 
with the catalogue of fale ; which he executed with fuch 
accuracy as prqcured him the efteem of the univerfity, and 
recomflfiended him in fo particular a manner to Mr. Van- 
Anb«-g, that this gentleman became ever after foHicitous for 
his advai^ement ; and obferving what amazing progreis Mr. 
£oerhaave made in whatever he applied to, )>erfuaded him 
to join the ftudy of phyfick to' philofophy and thedo^ ; 
as a relaxation tbeiefote from divim'ty, and in complatfance 
to this gentleman,, he dipt into pbyfic; being duly prepared 

for 
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for it by his acquaintance with the learned languages, ma- 
thematios, and natural philofophy, and he refolved to take a, 
degree in phyfic before his ordination. The ftudy of medi-ibid! p. 14. 
cine commencing with that of anatomy, he diligently perufed 
Vefalius, Fallopius, and Bartholin, oftentimes bimfelf dif- 
fefling and attending the publick difledions of profeflbr 
Nuck. ^ riohTB^' 

He next applied himfclf to the fathers of phyfic, beginning haavii, fee' 
with Hippocrates, and in their chronological order, reading"- 
Carefully all the Greek and Latin phyficians : but foon findir jg 
that the later writers to the middle of the fifth century, " were 
*^ almoft wholly indebted to that prince of phyficians for 
** whatever was valuable in them, he refumed Hippocrates, 
*« to whom alone in this faculty he devoted himfelf for <r>me . 
" time, making excepts, and digefting t;hem in fuch a man- ' 
** ner, as to render thofe ineftimable remains of antiquity 
" quite familiar to him." He afterwards made himfelf ac- ^^* ^^^" '^• 
quainted with the moft authentic modern authors, particularly 
with Sydenham, whom he ufually ftiled the immortal Syden- 
ham. He next applied to chemiftry , which fo captivated 
him, that he fometimes fpent days and nights fucccilively in 
the Ihidy, and proceffes of this art. He made alfo a con- ' 
fiderable proficiency in botany | not contented with infpeiiing 
the plants in the phyfic garden, 'he fought others with fatigue 
in fields, rivers, &c. and fometimes with danger in almoit 
inacceffible places, thoroughly examining wh'at he found, and 
comparing them with the delineations of authors. 

His progrefs in phyfic hitherto was without any alSftance 
from leisures, except thofe mentioned in anatomy, and a few 
by profeflbr Dreliiicourt on the theory ; nor had he yet any 
thoughts of declining the priefthood : amidft mathematical, 
philofophical, anatomical, chemical and medical refearches; 
he ftillearneftly purfiied divinity. He went to the univerfity 
of Hardcrwick in Guelderland, and in July 1693, was created 
there doftor of phyfick. Upon his return to Leyden he IVill 
perfifted in his defign of engaging in the miniftry, but he 
found an invincible obftru6lion to his intention. In a paf- 
fageboat, where he happened to be,' fome difcourfc was ac- 
cidentally ftarted about the do<Slrinc of Spinofa as fubverfive 
of all religion; one of the paffengers, who exerted himfelf 
«noft, oppofed to this philofopher's pretended mathematical 
-demonftrations, only the loud invective of a blind zeal; 
whereupon Boerhaavefelked him calmly, whether he had ever 
read the works of the author he decried j the orator was at 
cncc ftiijck dumb, and fired with filent rcfentmem ; another. 
0^3 paflengec 
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paffcngcr whifpcred the perfon next him to Icacn Boerhaave'a 
name, and took it down in his pocket hook, and as foon dS 
he arrived at Leyden, gave it out every where, that Boer- 
haave was become a Spinofift. Boerhaave iindihg that fucii 
prejudices gained ground, thought it imprudent to rifquc th« 
refufal of a licence for the pulpit, when he had fo fair a prof- 
li p. ai. pe£l of lifing by phyfick. He now therefore applied wholly 
to phyfick, and joined pradice with reading, and although 
thus accomplifhed he had the mortification to fee many leis 
rfeferving come into greater bufmefs ; neverthelcfs, though 
bis acquifitions were fo fmall and circumftances fo narrow, 
.he perfifted with great refolution. In 1701, by the impor- 
tunity of his friends he was perfuaded, 6n the death of pro- 
feffor Drelincourt, to take the office of leflurer upon the 
inffitutes of phyfic ; he delivered an oration the 1 8th of 
May, the fubjedt of which was a recommendation of the 
ftudy of Hippocrates ; apprehending that either thro' indo- 
lence or arrogance, this founder of phyfic had been (hamer 
fully heglefted by thofe, whofe authority was likely to have 
Ibid. p. 23. too great weight with the ftudents of medicine. 

Boerhaave's pupils could not but obferve in his leflures on 
the medical inftitutions how judicioufly he interfperfed che- 
miflry, fo as to render this art, by his application of it, fub- 
fervient to the illuftration of his leflures. They were fo 
pleafed with their preceptor and his doilrine, that they ceafed 
not requeuing, till they prevailed with him, to inftru(% then^ 
in chemifiry, as well as in th^ practice of phyfic. In this 
he acquitted himfelf in fo extraordinary a manner, that iatwo 
years afterwards', in 1703, he was invited to a vacant pro- 
' feflbrfhip of medicine by the univcrfity of Groningcn, which 
he declined. His patron, Mr. Vaadenberg, then prefident 
of the burgo-mafters of Leyden, and one of the feven cura- 
tors of the univerfity, reprefented this invitation and refu£d 
in fuch a light, that they thought themfelves in gratitude 
obliged to make an augmentation of his annual falary, and 
to aiTure him of the firft medical profeiTorfhip that Ihould 
be vacant. Boerhaave officiated as a prpfeilbr, with the title 
of lefturer only, for nine years, when on February 18, 
1709, upon the death of Dr. Hotton, the profeilbrlbip of 
medicine and botany was conferred on him ^ his inaugural 
oration was upon the fimplicity of true medical fcience, 
I wherein, exploding the fallacies and oftentation of alchemifti*. 

' cal and metaphyfical writers, he reinftates medicine on th^ 
ancient foundation of obfervation, experiments, and deduc- 
tions naturally tcfultipg firom them. In a few years he en- 

riche4 
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ricb^d the phyfic garden with fuch a number of plants^ that 
it was found neceflary to enlarge it to twice it's original ex- 
tent. In the year 1 714, he arrived to the higheft dignity in 
the juniverfity, the rectorfhip. The fame year, Auguft 8, 
he was'conftituted profeffor of the practice of phyfic, in the 
room of Bidloo, and twic^ a Week attended the univerfity . 
hofpital, not lefs to the advantage of his pupils, than pa- 
tients. At the expiration of his rectorfljip in 1725, he de» 
livered an oration on the method of obtaining certainty in 
phyfics. Having here aflerted, that we are entirely ignorant 
of the firft principles of things, and that all our knowledge, 
of their qualities is derived either from fuch experiments, as 
fubject them to our fenfes, or from confequences by aq exact 
method of reafoning deduced from thofe experiments, he 
was thence led to reprehend many of the fyftems of the phi- 
lofophers, and in particular that of Des Cartes, the idol. of 
that time. This drew upon him the outrageous invective* 
of Mr. R. Andala, an orthodox cartefian profeffor of divi- 
nity and philofophy at Franeker, who founded the alarm, 
that the church was in danger; and that the introduction of 
fcepticifm and even Spinonfm muft be the confequence of 
undermining the cartefian fyftem by fuch a profeft ignorance 
of the principles of things : his virulence was carried to fuch 
a degree, that the governors of the univerfity thought th^sm- 
felves in honour obliged (notwithftanding Boerhaave's re- 
monftrances to the contrary) to infift upon his retracting his 
afperfions. He accordingly made a recantatipn, with offers 
of further fatisfaction : to which Boerhaave generoufly re- 
plied, that the moft agreeable fatisfaction he could receive 
was, that fo eminent a divine fhould have no more trouble 
on his account. In the year 1728, Mr. Boerhaave was elec* ' 
ted a member of the academy of fciences at Paris, in the 
room of count Marfigli, deceafed, and in April 30, 1730, ^ 

he was propofed, by Dr. Mortimer, to the royal fociety of 
London, and was chofen a fellow unanimoufly. In 17x8, 
hefucceeded LeMort in the profefforlhip pf chemiftryj and 
September 21, made an oration pn this fubject, " That 
chemiftry was capable of clearing itfelf from its own errors." j^.^^ p ,g^ 

About the middle of Auguft 1722, Mr. Boerhaave was 
taken ill and confined to his bed for fix months with exquifite 
arthriticpains'; and from his intenfe application h^ fuffered 
another violent illneis in 1727; and being threatened with 
a relapfe in the year 1729, he found himfelf under a neceffity 
of rcfigningthe profeflbrftiips of botany and chemiftry; this 
gave Qccafion to his elegant declamation on April 2S, in 
' . ^Q^ 4 which 
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Wfiich he recounts many fortunate incidents of his life, reJ* 
turns his grateful ackno\vledgments to thofe who contributed 
thereto, and expatiates on the pleafures which attended the 
profecution of his botanical and chemical labours. 

His eighth and laft oration he delivered February 8, 1731^ 
Oh laying down his re£lor(hip. In this he dfemonftrates, that 
** a real attention to nature in obfervihg her diftates, and 
** following her example, is the fole foundation of merit in 
** a phyfician, and entitles hini to the higheft honours in his 
" profeflion; that the art of healing is never more fuc- 
«* cefsful, than when direded by nature.**' 

No profeflbr was ever attended in publick as wfell as private 
lectures by fo great a number of fludents from fuch 'different 
ind diftant parts, for fo many years fucceffively : none heard 
him without conceiving a veneration for his perfon, at iht 
fame time they exprefled their furprize at his prodigious at- 
tainments ; and it may be juftly affirmed, that none in fo 
private a ftation ever attracted a more tiniverfal efteem. He 
amafl'ed greater wealth than ever any phyficiah in that coun- 
try from the practice of phyftc, which wasbwing as much at 
lead to the frugality of his ceconomy, as the largenefs of his 
fees ; he was falily accufed of penurioufnefs, for he was liberal 
to the diftreft, b^t without oftentaiion : his manner of oblig-* 
ing his friends was fuch, that they often knew not, unlefs 
by accident, to whom they were indebted. In friendfhip, 
!?• 54« (fi'ys the writer of his life) he was fihcere, conftant, and 
affectionate ; he was communicative without conccitednefs, 
and zealous though difpaffionate In contending for truth j fo 
unmoved Was he by detraction as to fayj ** the fparks of 
** calumny will be prefetttly extinct of themfelves unlefs you 
«* blow them." 

He was remarkable for his addrefs to wards fehior phyficians* 
and his courtefy to the refh In private converfation hd nevet 
hiade his own works or affairs thefubject of difcourfe, arid his re- 
ply to any queftion concerning them manifefted a regard folely 
to the benefit of the enquirer, without founding or (eeking his 
,. bwn praifej whilfl his good iiature often led him to exceed in 

».p.sS«-'c jj^g praifeof other Authors*- In the adminiflration of juflicCj 
as during hi!5 recSorfliip, he had no refpedl of perfons, nor 
Vvas ever awed into unworthy compliances by the frowns of 
thfe great; he was rtiodefl without meannefs, and fteady with- 
out ludenefs. He neither fwerved from juftice himfelf, nor 
Connived at any deviation from it in others. By the venera- 
blenefs of his tountenance blended with fweetnefs, by lenity 
Without foftnefs^ and by an acquaintance with the civil law 

and 
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andthc law of his country, he was an ornament to magiftr^cy 
itfelf ; extraordinary was his fagacity in difcovering the genius 
iurd difpofitions of men, as well as their diftempers, at firft 
fight, which might, contribute to the knowledge he had of 
mankind, much fuperior to what is ufually attained without 
travelling, or fpending more time in converfation : in teach- 
ing he had the faculty of being concife and yet clear, copious 
and not pfolix^ adding graceful embellifhments to what he 
delivered. He always retained that innocence and iimplicity . 
of mannei's which ufually accompanies greater converfe with 
books than men, without the leaft of that morofenefs, which 
is the frequent confequence of a feceffion from focicty fot 
ftudy. In his youth he was not averfe to gaiety ; and his 
natural turn to that polite kind of irony fo much admired 
by thre ancients in Socrates. In his leisures he has occafional- 
ly excited laughter in the whole audience without the altera* 
tion of one mufclein Ms own face ; his aSion in delivering 
himfelf was fo expreflive, that he was frequently underftood • 
by it, when a difference of pronunciation would otherwife 
have left paffages unintelligible to fome foreigners ; and being 
without the leaft affectation, it feemed the gift of nature 
rather than the acquilition of art. His manner of explain- 
ing thirtgs, which was fimple, methodical, and exaft, as well 
as the dignity of his matter, encouraged the refort of fuch 
numbers of foreigners (fludents in medicine) to that uni- 
verfityi He converfcd irt theEnglifli, French, and Germaa 
languages, and read the Italian and Spanifli with great faci- 
lity, fothat few or none of the, new difcoveries in philofophy 
or phyfit, written in thofe languages, efcaped him. The Latifi 
he fpoke in leflure:^ or converfation was remarkably eafy and 
intelligible, which together with his action, method, and 
the aptnefs of his fimilies, rendered plain the moft abftrufe 
points to the meaneft capacities ; and his pupils ufcd to 
temark, that many exprefs treatifes upon the various fubjedls 
he difcuffed in his lectures, appear, after him, fo fuperficial, as 
fcarcely to merit their perufal. 

In the latter part of his life his chief pleafure was retiring , 
to his country feat, where he had a garden of near eight acres, 
enriched with all the exotic trees and plants he could poffibly 
procure, that would fburifhand live in that climate and foil : 
fo intent was he upon flocking it with the greateft variety-^ 
that he ftiles a prefent of American flirub-fecds, '* munera 
** auto cariora ;'* gifts more precious than gold : and that 
of tv^o cedar trees ** regali beare dono," making him happy 
' by d royal benefacuoiit 

la 
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In the middle of Auguft 1722, by expoCng hknfeff 
to the morning dews before fun-rifing, he was feized with 
excruciating arthritic pains, which at length terminated in a 
paralytic diforder, depriving him almoft of the fenfe of feel- 
ing, and entirely of the power of moving his limbs, info- 
much that he was obliged to lie whole months on his back 
Commenta- without attempting to turn himfelf, becauf<? of the acute pain 
rioiusBoerh. on the leaft motion. After languifliing five months without any 
ice. 19. relief, by the plentiful ufe of the expreft juices of the la£lef- 
cent, and pappefcent plants chiefly, aflifted with the ferula- 
ceous gums, he wonderfully recovered, and opened his pri- 
vate college again, January 1 1, 1723. 

About the end of 1727, he was attacked by fo violent a 
fever, that he not only with difficulty furvlved, but fuffered 
much from it ever after ; and was obliged to refign lEe two 
profefTorfhips abovementioned, yet he was not lefs 
affiduous in his private labours, till the year 1737, when a 
difficulty of breathing firft feized him, and afterwards gra- 

> dually increafed. In a letter to baron BafTand, recommend- 
D Burten's'"^^^^ '^^'"^^ friend Dr. Lawfon to his acquaintance, he 
life, p. 6S. fubjoins the following ftate of his own difpofition. , *^ An 

*' impoftumation of the lungs, which has daily increafed 
•' for thefe laft three months, almoft fufl:ocates me upon 
'* the leaft motion ; if it fliould continue to increafe without 
<^ breaking, I muft fink under it; if it ihould break, the 
<* event is ftill dubious ; happen what may, why fbould I 
,** be concerned, fince it cannot be but according to the 
** will of the fupreme Being, what elfe fliould Idefire? God 
** be praifed. In the mean time, I am not wanting in the 
** ufe of the moft approved remedies in order to mitigate the 
** difeafe by promoting maturation, no ways anxi(5us about 
•* the fuccefs of them j I have lived to upwards of fixty 
*^ eight years, and always chearful. Finding alfo unufual 
*' pulfations of the artery in the right fide of the neck, and 
*' intermiffions of the pulfe, he concluded there were poly- 
** pous concretions between th^ heart and lungf, with a di- 
" latation of the vcffeis," September the 8th, 1738, he 
wrote his cafe to doftor Mortimer, fecretary of the Royal 
Society. About the end of Auguft, for fome days there 
were flattering hopes of his recovery, which foon vaniflied, 
and he declined to the 23d of September; w]ien ftill ihain- 
taining a ferene compofure, as if infenfible of any uneafinefs, 
betwixt the hours of four and five in the morning he expired, 
wanting but three months and eight days of feventy (a). 

(a) Thefolfowing is a lid of Dr. felf in the proiK^ to his £Ieineq|tm 

> Boerhaave's works, as ^iven by him- Chemiae. 

Xf Orad* 
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1. Oratio deconunendando Studio randis Morbis, in ufum doArins do« 
Hippocratico. An. I70'. mufticx, 1709. 

2. ~ de ufu Rattotiaii mechanici Index Plantarum in Horto Lugd. 
ioMedick^a« 1703. Bat. repcrt» ijio. 

3. — qua repurgatae A^dicinse Libelluf de materia medica, Se re- 
faalit afleritnr iimplicitas. 1709. mediorum ' formulis quz ferviunt 

4. — de CQmparando Certo in Aphorifmis. 1719. 

Pbyflck. 171^. Index alter Plantarum quse in 

5. — de C^homia fuoa errores f x# Horto I^ugd. Bat. alimtur, % vol. 
purgantp. 1718. l7ao. 

6. — de Vita & Obitu CI. Ber- Epidola ad Ruyfjchium de fabrica 
nardiAlbini. 173 1. Olandalarmn in cOrpore humano. 

7. ^ quam habuK^ qimm, ho- ijtz, p* 129. 

Defta oiiflione impetrata ; Botani^ilin Atrocis nee deicripti pdne, morbi 

& Chemicam profeiiionem publice po* hiftoria, iecundum Medics Arti$ leges 

ncrcm, 1729. confcripta, I724. 

8. " de honore medici, fervitutc. Alrocis rariflimiq; morbi hiftoriJi 
J73^ 44, 45. ' altera. 1728. 

Inftitutioni9 Mediox in uftis an- Tra^tus Medious de Lue Aphro- 
nux exercitationis domeilicos. 1 70S. diiiaca, praefixus ApbrodiiiacOy edi- 
Aphorifmi de Cognofcendis Sc Cif- to 1728. 

BOETHIUS or BOETlUS, (Flavius Anicius Man^ 
Lius ToRcjuATUs Severinus) a profe as well as, poetical 
writer of the fixth century, born of one of the nobleft fa- 
milies of the city of Rome. His father dying when he was 
an infant, his relations took care of his education, and fent 
}jim to Athens, where he not only attained to a perfe<ft un- 
dedilanding of the Greek tongue, butalfoof philofophy, and 
all other kinds of fcience. Upon his returning to Rome, 
he foon became univerfally efteemed, and was advanced to 
fhe chief dignities of his country. He was admitted into the 
fenate, and was raifed to the confulfhip. He was twice mar- Q^y^>^ jji^j 
ried j his firft wife was named Helpes ; the other Ruiliciana : lib.i. fec.e! 
the fornler was a Sicilian by birth ; her father's name was P- 3*'- ^^^ 
Feftus. Her virtues and the endowments of her mind far lobrog?!;*©! 
exceeded her beauty and fortune: fhe excelled in poetry. 
Boetius had no iflqe by this lady, though he much defired it. 
He pe^rfqrmed the laft offices to her in the following verfes. 

HeI'PBs didiafui^ Sicul^ Regionis Alumna, 

Quam procul a patria, Conjugis egit amor. 
Quo fine, moefta dies, nox anxia, flebilis hora, 

Nee fofum Caro, fed Spiritus unus erat. 
JjUx mea non claufa eft, tali reoianente marito> 

Majorque animae, parte fuperftes ero. 
Fprticibus facris, tarn nuncp^regrina quiefcOj 

J[udicis apterni tefiificata Thronum. 
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Ke qua manus Buflum vioIet,'[ni(i forte jugalis^ 
s%e^tias*s Haec kerum cupiat jungere membra Aiis. 

fife prefixed Ut Thalami cumuliq^ comes, nee morte rcfellar 

toJ^radlll ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ "^^^^ utcrque Cinis. 

tion of 

DfrConfola- Hi s Other Wife was Ruiliciana, daughter to Quintus Aii^. 

'^*^^^^"*reliu8 Mcmmius Symmachus, who was chief of thefenate^ 
and conful in the year cdxct. 

In 523, Boetius, having remonftrated with great f|»irit 
againft the conduct of Theodoric, who began every day to 
exert new inftances of tyranny, be fell under his refentment 1 
and foon after was accufed by Frigtlla, Congtaftus, and Cy- 
prianus, perfons of the moft infamous charader, of h^viitg 
carried on a tonrpiracy with the emperor Juftin againft th^ 

Ckve^ ibid. Gt^thsv Theodoric brought the caufe before the fenate, 
where the accufcrs produced fuborned evidence, who exhi' 
bited forged letters to Juftin in the name of Boetius, who tho* 
abfent, unheard, undefended, was condemned to death. 
But the king fearing the confequence of fuch injuftice ancj 
Inhumanity, changed his fentence from death to banifti- 
ment. Therefore he was banifhed to Milan, or (as 
others fay) he was confined to Ticinum, now Pavia ; 
and all his friends were forbid to accompany him on his way, 
' or to follow him thither. During his exile he writ his book 
of the Confolation of philofophy, and that upon the Trinity. 
The year following, or fomewhat later, according to fome 
writers, he was beheaded in prifon by the command of 
Theodoric. The tomb of Boetius is to be feen in the church 
of St. Auguftine at Pavia, near to the fteps of the chaincely 
with the following epitaph : 

Maeonia & Latia lingua clariffimus^ &qui 
Conful tram, hie perii, miffus in exilium ; 

£t quid mors rapuit ? Probitas me vexit ad auras, 
Et nunc fama viget maxima, vivit opus. 

When, many ages after, the emperor Otho the third did 
cnclofe his bones, then lying negleded amongft the rubbifli in 
a marblfc cheft ; Gerbartus, a great philofopher, who was 
afterwards advanced to the papal chair, by the name^ of 
Sylveflei* the fecond, did honour to his memory in tfie fol- 
lowing lines. 

Rttnz pote'ns, dum jura fuo declaral in orbe, 
Tu pater, & patriae lumen, Severioe Boeti, " 
Confulis. officio^ rerum difponis habenas, 

Infundis 
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Infuifdis lumen ftudiis, & cedere nefcis 
Graecorum ingeniis, fed mens divina coercet 
Imperium Mundi. Gladio bacchante Gothorum 
Libertas Romana pent : tu conful &:exuh, 
V Infignes Titufos praoclara morte rdinquis. 
Tunc decus Imperii, fummas qui prasgravat artes, 
Tertius Otho fua dignum te judicat aula : 
. - iEterntimque tui ftatuit monimenta laboris, 
£t bene promeritum^ meritistxornathoneflis* 

Boetios has left feveral works, but moft of them on ab^^ 
ftrofe fubjeds, and abounding in fcholaflic terms ; his chief 
performance is his treatife De Confolatione Philofophiae, ia 
five books, which is a fuppofed conference betwixt the author 
and pfaitofophy introduced as a perfon who endeavours to com*- 
fort him in his misfortunes. It is written partly in profe and 
partly In verfe ; the language of this work is pure and refined, 
and it has been generally efteemed a valuable compofition. 
OurEngliA poet Chaucer tranflated it into EngliOi, and 
Mr* Camden tells us, that queen Elizabeth, after having. 
read it to mitigate her grief, tranflated it alfo into very 
elegant Engliih* 

BOETHIUS, BOECE, or BOEIS, (Hector) a famous 
Scottiih hiftorian, born at Dundee, in the (hire of Angus, 
about the year 1470. After having ftudicd fome time at 
Dundee and Aberdeen, he was fent for 'his further improve- 
ment to the college of Mountague, in the univerfity of Paris^ 
where be applied himfelf • to philofophy, and became a pro- 
fcflbrof kthere.^ Here he had an opportunity of coatrac- 
ting an acquaintance with feveral perfons of the moft eminent 
learning, who were ftudents at this univerfity, particularly 
the great Erafmus, who kept a correfpondence with him 
afterwards. Dr. Elphinfton, bifcop of Aberdeen, having , 

founded the king's college in this city, about the year 1500, uyj!, If^^^^ 
fentforMr. Boeis from Paris, and appointed him principal, moft emi- 
He took for his collegue Mr. William Hay, and by their ^^"^^^°^' 
joint labour the kingdom was furnifhed with feveral eminent a-^p.^^yg^ ' 
fcholars. Upon the death of his patron bifhop Elphinfton, e^it. Edin- 
hc undertook to write his life and Ins pfedcccflbrs in that fee: !*"^sb> 1711 
It is in Latin, and intitled, Vita Epifcoporum Murthlacen- " ^ ' 
£um et Aberdoneniium. Paris 1522, 4to« He begins at 
^eanue, the firft bifliop of that fee, and ends at Gawin Dun- 
bar, who was bilhop when the book was publiflied. A third 
part of the work is fpent in tlje life of bifliop Elphinfton, 

fo? 
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Bp. Nichol- ^^^ whofe fake the work was undertaken. He next applied 

Ton's Scot- himfelf to wrke in the fame language the Hifiory of Scotland ; 

ti/h hiftori- the firft edition of which was printed at PsltIs by Badius Af- 

Sit* jinS, cenfius in the year 1526, which confifted of feventeen books, 

foLp. 57* and ended with the 4eatk of king Janrres I ; but the next 

edition in 15749 was much enlarged) having the addition 

of the eighteenth book and part of the nineteenth 3 tke work 

was afterwards broi^ht dqwn to the reign of James III. by 

T. iFerrerius, a Piednftootefc. Dr. Mackeozie obfeives, that 

of all the Scots hiftorians, next to Buchanan, Boetius has 

b^enthe moftcenfUred and con^mended by tiie learned men 

P'447» ^jj^ jj^yg mentioned him. Biihop Nicholibn tdls us, that 

in the firft fix books there are a great many particulars oqt 

to be found in Fordon or any other writer now extant, and 

that, ^^ unlefs the authors, which be pretends to have feen, 

*^ be hereafter difcovered, he will continue to be fhrewdly 

^ fufpeded for the contriver of akneft m many tales as 

*f Jeoffrey of Monmouth." Boethius takes . occafioh in 

this work to inform his readers, that he w^ fihgularly ad- 

dided to the ftudy of natural hiftory, and much delighted 

with fuch phyfical curiofities as were moft extraordinary ami 

furprizing. His correfpondents he affures us were perfons 

of eminent learning in feveral ))art8 of the nation ; among 

^hom was Edward bifhop of Orkney, who fumI0i€d%im 

with a faithful account of the healthy and yigomiKS. conftitu- 

' tion of thofe iflcs. The reft did not, all ,of them at leaft, 

deal fo fairly by him, feveral of theih having moft certainly 

junpofed upon his good nature and eafy faith. 

*' 'Tis a terrible ftory, (continues bifliop Nkhrffon) 
** which Sir Duncan Campbell told him of the monftrous 
,^' goofe-footed Otter of the Loch Garloil, which ftruck 
•* down great oaks with its fteer, and yet the fifiiermen ef- 
•* caped its fury by climbing into trees. The &a monks 
*^ at the Ifle of Bafs, and Ja. Ogilby's wild men jo£ .^or* 
*^ way, who could pull up the talleft firr with as much eafe 
« as an ordinary body can root up a turnip, are proper com- 
<^ panions for thefe ; and the credibility of the three parallel 
*^ ftoriesmuft reft upon the reporters. Bat the author him- 
<< felf is only aniwerable for the account, which (amongft 
<< others) *he gives us of the Clakis or Barnacle, which be 
<« affirms upon his own word ; fince what he pretends to have 
•' frequently obferved of a pcrfeft bird, feathers andal^ 
•' being formed in thefe ftclls, is extremely different from 
*^ what the naturalifts of our days have taught from as nice 
5^ and'crediUe experiments. He is more authentic to what 

« he 
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** he reports of the Guftards, or Buftards, as we £ngli(hmcn 
'< call them, in the county of Merfe, and the Salmon at 
** Aberdeen ; and above all, he is to be applauded for what 
'* he hints of the Purple Fifh, reckoning it among the Conchae 
*^ inCOrtae. This fliews that he rightly underftood Bade, 
** who has fomewhat to the fame purpofe.; and that Mr. 
" Cole's difcovery of this very fi{h ought not to be reckoned 
^' among fuch as had not formerly been publiflied by any 
** author- He does not appear to have been quite fo happy 
" in the ufe he made of the fame ancient hiftorian and fome 
" others in ibatters of antiquity ; or elfe he would hardly 
" have placed the- Brigantes in Galloway, the Silures in 
" Caridl, and the Deiri in Merfe and Lowthian." His 
eighteenth book however is highly commended by Ferrerius, 
who fays '* .that he has treated of things there in fo comprc- 
" hennve a manner, tliat he believes no one cAuld have done 
*^ it more fully or fignificantly on the fame fubjeft (a)." 
His ftyle, fays another writer, has all the purity of Caefar's, 
and is fo nervous both in the refleftions and didion, that he 
feemt to have abfolutely ^entered into .the gravity of Livy, 
and made it his own (b). Erafmus, who was intimately ac- 
quainted with him, fays, in one of his epiftles, ** That he 
" was a man of an extraordinary happy genius, and of great 
*' eloquence (c). He was certainly (fays another writer) a great 
" mafterof polite learning, well (killed in divinity, philofophy, 
" and hiftory, but fojuewhat credulous, and much addicted to 
" the belief of legendary ftories. With regard to hist)ther ac« ^ . 
" complifbments he was difcreet, well-bred, attentive, gene- p^ ^^^, ' 
" mas, affable, and courteous," ^ 

(a) In quo omnia ita fcriben- tionum vcrborumquc ponderibus it« 
do confecutus eft ut nlhi) plenius nervofus, ut Livia nam gravitatem 
aut ligoificantius a quopiam in re in fuam naturam tranduliflTe penitus 
perfimili fieri pofle crcdam. Epift. vidcatur. T. Leflseus, lib. ix. p. 4r4. 
dedicat. foJ. 3 5 <. (c) Vir firigularis ingenii felicitatis, 

(b) Illius ftylus tarn eft terfus ut ct facundi oris. Epift. 1530. 
Ceraris puritatem decoxiife ; ac ra- 

BOILEAU, Sieur Defpreaux, (Nicholas) a celebrated 
French poet, born at Paris, November the firft, 1636. His 
mother died when he was in his infancy, and he loft his fa- 
ther before he Vas feventeen. After he had finiflied his phi- 
lofophical ftudies his relations perfuaded him to ftudy the law, 
in which he made a confiderable proficiency, and was ad- 
mitted ad votrate,' December 4, 1656, being then but twenty Des Mal*?- 
years old. But though he had all the qualifications neceflary g^Jj^' J|prc. 

^O fixed to the 

8 
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EngKih *^ "^^^^ ^^^ * ^^^^^ lawyer, yet the profeffion running fe 
tranflation Biuch upon quirks and chicanery, and often putting the drefs of 
cfhUworks^falfehood upon truth, it did not fuit the candour and fincerity 
^^•j.'^"' of his difpofition, for which reafon he quitted the bar. He 
^ hascxpreffed his averfion to the law in his fifth epiftlc ; the 

paflfage is thus tranflated in the Engliih verfion of his works, 

printed in 171a. 

My fire to bufinefs threefcore years apply'd, 

And left nie for his portion when he dy'd 

A fair example and a fmall eftate ; 

But hating pains I was content with that* 

A nobler bufinefs my ambition fir'd. 

Gold 1 negleAed, and to Fame afpir'd ; 

My father, brother, uncle, regifters, ^ y 

My coufin, brother-in-law, with equal cares V 

Held the fame poft ; and I the fame with theirs. J 

3oon weary of the mufty rolls, I fled 

The courts, and turned to brighter things my head. 

I fought the nymphs that haunt th' Aonian floods. 

And early firay'd in the Pierian woods : 

The family beheld with rage and fcorn 

A poet in the dufky office born s 

To them the lawlefs mufe with horror fnor'd 

On fcrolls, o'er which with fo much gain they por*d. 

He now refolved to ftudy divinity, and accordingly went to 
the Sorbonne ; but in a little time he contracted a firong aver- 
fion to the abftrufe points of fchool divinity, for he found to 
his adonifhment the moft important points of falvation re- 
duced to empty fpeculation, wrapt up in terms of obfcurity, 
and thereby giving rife to endlefs difputes. He therefore lefi 
jj^jj^ the Sorbonne, and applied himfdfto the more polite ftudies, 
efpecially to poetry, for which his genius was particularly 
formed, and he foon carried the palm from ^very . poet in 
France. The fuccefs which his firft works met with is 
humoroufly hinted at in his epifile to 'his book. The paflTagc 
r^ns thus in the Engliih tranQation. 

You think the public will be proud to read. 
And like your elder brothers, to fucceedy 
Tho' the weak offspring of my age, you hop^ 
As well as they, to (bine in Barbin's inop; 
That from the people you'll to princes pafs, 
Apd e^ual glory gain, and equal graces 
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That court and country will alike be pleased. 

And proverbs &on be made of every jeft ; 

So home you'JI ftrike, the charm will be fo ftrong 
. That nothing ihall refift your povi erful fong j 

But don't deceive yourfelf, nor think to find 

The court and country to )rour rhymes fo kind 5 

My Ipring of wit is paft, niy youthful vein 

And you my mufeihall never bloom again ; 

Nor ever muft mv verfe again pretend 

The faults of others to reprove or mend* 

My mufe, ]when young» the French Parnafllis fway'df 

And with gay robes her pompous verfe array'd j 

A lawful rage did then her wit provoke, 
, And juft refcntment pointed every ftroke s 

When before reafon (he indifted rhyme, 
, When ihe no foUy footh'd, and fpar'd no crime. 

When on mankind, ^nd on herfelf ihe fell, 

A^ tbofe who Mt the la(h apprbvM her zeal ; 
. The reader pleas'd with my impartial rage, Ep. fo. vol. 

Forgot his wrath, and rob'd the hated pagej *• of ^oi- 

. . ; . Whfin fhd jeft tkkled hirti he ftole the line, P?ic77*? 

;4ft4 often lard^idhjsdifcpurfe with mipe» x ?• ^7* 

He wrote feveral fatyrS) wherein he expofed the bad tafttf 
which in his time prevailed fo much in Fi-ance, that fevefal 
authors, v^ithoiit 'wif or genius, were in high reputation^, 
andefteemed as models. ., He! w^s likewife extremely fevere 
^gainft viipe and the corrupt manners of the age. His pieces 
gained htm vaft appUufe, but there were feveral perfons who 
blamed "him greatly fbr mei^tioning names (a). As many 
Jhcorreft ' cqpTes of Mr.^RoUeau's performances were handed 
abQutL.ia manuscript, and. others afcribed tahim, of which] 
l^e.waii not the author,t he therefore got a privilege from the' 
Jting ahdp^bUib^d his' v(f^rks himfelf. As he was cepfured for > 
jianiingidf perfons, he publifh^d ^ fgtyr in his own defence (b). 
He WJTOti^alfb a di^our/e upon iatyr^ wlierein he vindicated ' 

-•(a) Tfia drtic of MoDtiuner raid ' (b) Thi^i^tyrwaK wrot^ by o«r 

€ViGe m.a:/iit Fof 'paflion^"tliat Mr. author in the y«ar 1667, and U 

^oU^att and alt th5 fitirfc poett (houM thought to be the rngft excellent pf 

lie lent Into* t the river to^ rhime. aH hi^ pcododions, Mr. BrolTej'te . 

ftvras to this, perhaps our poetal- Cays it may becoippared wjth, P^ 

lodtfdifl Ilia fuoth ratyr^ w^hefehi^ perhaps even preferred to the belt . 

f9ff . - pieces of that kind whfch <|nti^Mlty 

'Votir fnredom ^ill in drowning end ^p b^f^^'^fp 

in tkno^ . 
/kod I &?H to tb« B^iop bf ffnt to 

rbunn*' 
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h'lmfelf fram the example of both tlie French and Roman 
fatirills. In 1669 he infcribed an epiflle to thekkigy where- 
in he prai'fes his n^ajefty upon the peace then htsly concluded 
with Spain (c). There is likewife a f&iaU produ^ion of his 
intitled, a^ Dial<]gjae of the dead, wheirmhe expoiei the ab- 
furdity of feveral dramatic piecei and romances^ which were 
at that time in high /eputatiop. The fiicce& of {^ewis the 
fourteenth in Uellaod^ in tke year r67a, furnilhed Mr. 
Boileau with an ec^afion of addveffiag another epiflSe to his 
niajefty, whcfiein be defcribes the campaign in the mod 
fublime and poetical manner The king vmks a great admi« 
rer of Botleau's performances, nor wzb he facisfied mth only 
fignif ing his approbation iin private^ but he Hkewi(b gave a 
pubUckteftimony thereof^ in the ticence giren bimCor pub- 
Ii(hing his works (d). In 0£lober iSyjy htf. Bbijlsau was 
fixed upon by the king to "Wftte hift hiiiory in «onjun£lion 
with Mr. Radne (e) ; and in 1684^ he was obofen a member 
of the French ac;adem)r (eJu Mr« fi^iletu^s facincal pieces 

raifed 



(c) Kotwithft^uadlug there ^mi a 
peace concluded in the year 1668, 
yet the French hi general wffhed for 
4 fre(h war. Mr. Colbert alone dif- 
iNided the Frenek Htn^ from ic, and 
It was to countenance tlvis great mi- 
niiler*t view», that Mr. Boileau 
■wrote this epiftle, wherein he endei- 
▼ours to celebrate the king as a 
peaceable hero, and to Aew that a 
king may be a great and glorioua 
prince in peace as well as war. Re- 
marques de Broffette, furep. 1. 

(d) The beginning oi the licenfeis 
to the following purpoib : *' Whereas 
*' ourdear and well-beloved the Sieur 
" Defpreaux has humbly renron- 
•* ftratcd to us that he has written 
** divers pieces which he deiires to 
•* haveprinted, and Hkewift to re- 
** print his fatyrs, the licence wherc- 
" of is expired, if we fbould pleaTe 
** tb grant him our letters of per- 
•* mi/Tion for fo doing. "Wbcrrfbre 
*' being defirous to encourage thf 
*' faid Sieur Defpreaux, and to give 
** to the public, by the reading of his 
** works,the famepleafureweourfelveg 
** teceived thereby^ we have permit- 

>' ted bim to caufe the faid works to 
" be |>rii««I, &€.•' 

(a) The public however never had 
this work which chey expeaed from 



Mf, Minn wA lOr. Riciiie. Mr. de 

Valincourt writes tbn^ito the abbot 
Glivet upon this fubje^. " MeffVeurs 
Defpreaux and Ractpe, having for 
fotAe time Mdeatetired to- write Autt 
hillory^ ^Inj tea found thafliiditt 
work did not at all iuit ^eir 8eqii||<|, 
and beffdes diey juAly thought^ that 
the hiiiory of Ibch. a prince as .the 
late king was, filled virithfo kreat aad- 
extraorditoaiy ciromnftaiim, c«>«ti 
not well l|e writMifi, ti^ 4n bMiflvell 
years after his death,, except 011^ 
would cOtnpofe St only from ih^pi^ 
entrap of the public new^ papers,, 
as feme p^tifiii vnittrs Imir*. ^dbfie» 
who ve^itured to write ^hatibi^oiy.v 
OUvet^t bift. de TAcadenue Frauc;* 
p. 37 1. Paris edit. 

(p) A place being "raeant by die 
death of Mr. Colbert, which hap- 
ptned in: Septembtr iMs^ ibme^ ii 
the nnembf r$ watttd on Mr. BmIow^ 
afd aiked kim wkober Ite would ac- 
cept, of that places in cafe the. aca* 
demy oii%FQd it to him. jilr. BoAmra 
revived tiie petition ver|r cieil^ tel 
he declared pofitively that he wcvkl 
not petition for ic The gamfei Btt> 
who made him the offer^ aoo^diiigly 
pi^ppfed blmto theacadem^ AA-. da 
la Fontaine being at the fiuna dmf 
prot>pfed to fupply this Tacanqr } the 
academ/ 



i 6 I L fi A %j, '44r 

;*iifed him tnttnj enemies: his Satyr againft the Women was 
much talked of and ©ccaiioned great clamour (g). Having 
been attacked by the authors of « journal, printed at Trc- 
voux, be made reprifals on them in fbme Epigrams, arid 
in his Satyr againft Eqtrnrocation. In the year 1701, he was 
ek&td penfionary of the academy of infcriptions and medaTs, 
wftich place he filled With great honour till the year 1705, 
when being |rowB de^f anoihfirm, hedcfired leave to relign, 
uriiich waaf granted hini. He qvihcd the court and fpeat^ 
the femahider of his life in quiet and tranquillitT amongft'a 
few felefi friends, till the fccond of March, 1711, when 
death carried hiih off in the feventy-fifth year of Wsage. 

sir. De la Bruyerf, m his fpecch to the French academy, 
Ijpeaking of Mr. Borleaii as a writer, fays, " that he excels 
*• Juvenal, comes up t6 Horace, feems to create the thoughts 
" tf another, and to make whatever ht handles his own. 
" He h^, in what h* borrows fron^ others, all the graces of 
^ novelty ahd invention ; his verfes ftrong and harmonious, " T 

** made by gctiius, though wrought with art, will be read 
^* even when the language is obfplete, and will be the laft 
^ rmi\$ of it." But his fame has not been confined to his Preface to hU 
own country, for he has been no lefs praifed by thofe of other Vu||f^v^"°^ 
nations. Baron Spanheim has beftowed very high encomiums perors, p. 5,' 
on Mr. Boileau. My lord Shaftftury calk him a noble fa- charaaerif- 
tyrift, who applied his criticifm with Juft feverity even tb^^'^^^/g'^^^Jjl 

aciddmywts divided bet1»nxttftefctw6 fort of apology to the ladki, for 

gticttinen> and fevcral of the members jthe Jtb«rty fie had talien in painting 

Jboiiig piqued at ^ndii^ their n^mes their vices: " All the pi^ures I have 

in Bpiieau*$ Satyrs, the majority of ^rawn (fays he) are fo general, thjt 

Vplces fejl to Mr. de la ^ontaiile. far from being afraid that the ladies 

The kins "^^^ ^^ pleafed with the- will be offencted^ ^tis on their appro- 

preference given to this gentkttan. bation and curiofity, that | grpunx) 

/^d wb^ the deputies of the aca- my greateft hopes pf fucpefs. One 

defiy^ Tificor^ing to cuftom, waited thing, at leali, I ^rp fure they wi^l 

on the k^ig for his approbation qf commend me' for, whiph is my hav- 

their dioice, he dKiiHiflfed them with* ing found out ^ wsly in treating of 

cut an Anfiftr, and w^t to ibe fiege £0 deUcate a matter, to <io it fo, thic 

oi JLuxeHiburg withoyt>declaring hU not one word has efcaped me, which ' 

mtqd. Pvring ;hi8 interval, M. de ^n givp the leaA offence to modeftyi 

Baoan, a privy counfellor, and a' wherefore I hope I ^all eaiily obtain 

member pf the french academy, died, my pardon j and that th^ ladies wift 

vrbeFCiipdn t^ academy immediately Aot be more (hocked at my prea^Uiing 

tkofc Jj^r. Jloilej^ to jfui^ed him, i^sdxifi their faults in this fatyr^ than 

Apd^kiiig Approving their chpice, pt ^he fatyrs the preachers make every , 

<:bnBnned at the f^me tmp Mr, def;* day againft the fame faults from the 

Fontaine'9 ^le^on. Mr, * ProflTette^ pulpit." Sep the ^nglifli trjinfll*(ipll 

Ovv. de Boileau, torn. 4. p. 71* 74» «rf hi^ worlti^ irtrf, I, p. »$|. 
(fi) Mr. Boileg^^ in .^ ^dverti.^- * 

mim wr9fi>%^ tp thi^ v\9i9f m^U% 4 
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his owR works. The ingenious author of a late Ffiay on 
the writings and genius of Mr. Pope, fpeaking of Boileau's 
Art of Poetry, fays it \$ the heft compoHtion of that kind 
extant. ** I'he brevity of his precepts, (fays this writer) 
*^ enlivened by proper imagery, the jufinefs of his ineta- 
*'* phprs, the harmony of his t^umbers, as far as Alexandrine 
^^ lines will adhfiit, the exa6tne(ii of his method, the per- 
^^* fpics^city of hi$ remarks, and the epetgy of his i|yle, all 
•( duly conddcred, may render this opinion not unreaionable. 
. ** It is fcarcely to be conceived how much is compreh^ni^ 
,<*.in four fhort cantos. :He that ^h^s well digefted thefc, 
** cannot be faid to be ignorant of any imporcajic rule pf 
*' poetry. Tlie talc of the Phyfifjian turned archited, in 
•* the fourth canto, is told with vaft pleafantry. It is to 
•' this, work he owes his immort^jity, which was of the 
^^ higheft utility to his nation, in^-difFuiing a Juft way of 
^^ thinking, and writing, banifhing every fpecies of falie 
EflTayon th? ** wit, and introducing a general tafte for the manly fimpli* 
writings of << city of the antients, on whofe writings this poet had formed 
Pope, p. 96. li his tafte." The fame author fpeaks highly in praife of his 
Lutrin, a poem founded upon a quarrel that happened .be- 
twixt the treafurer and the chantor of a little church, about 
the place in which a reading delk was to be placed : ^^ On 
•* a fubje<a (fays this writer) feemingly fo unpromifing and 
^^ incapable of ornament, has Boileau fo^nd a method of 
** raifmg a poem full of beautiful imagery, which appears 
^ like that magnificent city, which the greateft of princes 
*< caufed to be built upon a morafs. Boileau has enlivened 
•* this piece with many unexpe£led incidents and entertaining 
*' epifodes; particularly that of the Pcruquier in the fecona 
** cantOt and the battle of the books in the fifth* The 
'^^ fatire throughout is poignant, though polite to the laft de* 
** grec. The indolence and Juxury of the priefts are ridi- 
** culed with, the moft artful delicacy. What, a pitSure has 
*' he drawn of the chamber and bed of the treafurer ? where 
<* every thing was calculated to - promote and prefcrve in-* 
*' activity and eafe. The aftoni/hment of Gilotin, the trea- 
** furor's almoner, to find that his mafter intends to go out 
*« before dinner, is extremely natural, and his remonftrances 
^^ are inimitably droll and pertinent. How admirably is the 
<* charafler of an ignorant and eating prieft preferved in the 
** fpeech of the fleek and pampered canon Evrard, one of 
** the drones, who 

<* ■ ,, In that cxhauftlefs hive 
*' On fat pluralities fupinely thrive.** 

^.His 
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*^ His knowledge of the rents of his churchy and of the, 
*'* mortgages belonging to it,his fcorn of the pious and laborious 
'^'Arnauld, his contempt of learning, and, above all, his 
**' tuling paffion of good eating, are ftrolces highly comic.*' ^**' P- *^»» 

There have been many editions of Mr. Boileau's works, 
but that pablirtiM by Mr. Broffette, with his notes and com- 
mentary, is the moft famous (h). ' 

(h) a great tfiany paffiiges in Mr. to tinderftand BoUeau, as Horace, 

.Boileau> vf^r^s wef» be««me unin- Perfius, or Juvenal. Mr. BroOette 

telli^it^e, becaufe the author hinted was undoubtedly the moft proper 

ftt feveral things, which moft readers perfon to write fuch a commentary, 

\vcre ignoram of,* or had forgot. He as he had kept a clofe correfpondence 

mentions aifo tnany perfons, whofe with Mr. Boileau for above twelve 

lives and anions were unlcnown to years. . This edition conlifts of £o«r 

the greateft part of the world, fo that volumes, and was firft printed at 

a commentary became as nece/Tary Geneva in 1 7 1 6. 

BOISSARD, (John-James) a famous antiquarian, borii 
Tit Befar^on, the capital of Franche-Compte, in France. 
He pubiilhed feveral colleSions, which are of great ufe to 
fuch as are defirous to underftand the Roman antiqui- 
ties. He had a violent paflion for this ftudy, he drew 
plans of all the ancient monuments in Italy, and vifired all 
the antiquities of the ifles of . Corfu, Cephalonia, and Zant- 
He went alfo to the Morea, and would have proceeded to 
Syria, had he not been prevented by a \ dangerous fever, 
which fcized him at Methone. Upon his return to his own 
trountry, he was appointed tutor to the Sons of Anthony de 
Vieiine, baron de Clervant, with whom he travelled into 
Germany and Italy. He had left at Montbeliard his ami- 
ijuities which he had been collefting with fomuch pains, and 
was fo unlxicky as to lofe all of them when the people of 
Lorraine ravaged Franche-Compte. He had none left except 
■thofe which he had tranfported to Metz, where he himfelf 
had Retired ; but as it was pubhckly known that he intended 
to pubhfh a large collection of antiquities, there were fent 
to him from all parts many fketchfes and* draughts of old mo- 
numents. By this means he was enabled* to favour the pub- 
lick with his work, entitled, De Romanae urbis Topogra* 
phia et Antiqultate. It confifts of* four vokimes in folio, 
.which are enriched with feveral priiits. He publiflied alfo 
the lives of one htmdred and ninety- eight famous perfons^ 
with their portraits. This work, which 1$ entitled, Thea*- 
trum vitae humanae, is divided into four parts, in 4to. the 
jBrft was printe.d at Frankfort, in the year 1597, the fecond 
j^nd thud in i^^iy and the fburth in 1599. Hlsireatife^ 
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pe divinatio^e ti magicis Praeftigiis^ ^as not printed till J^ftef 
. his death, which happened at Metz the 30th of O^iobei;^ 

Hami^usde ^^^^' ^^ ^^^^^ ^'^^ ^ '^^ of Eplgfiiiis, Elegies^ and 
Scriptorib. Letters, but thcfe are not fo much cfteemed as his other pcr- 
Ker.RoTnin. formances. 

tom.t«c. 76, 

BOLTON or ^OULTOK, (E^M^ho) an ingeniein 
Englilh antiquarian, who lived in the beginning of die 
feventeenth century. The moft confiderabie work of his is 
$bat entitled, Nero Cse(^9 pr -MoiMuxiibie ^epraved^ an 

* hiftorical work^ dedicated to the duke of fiuckingbam, tefd* 
admiral, printed at London 1624, fcriio. This work i^ 
adorned with feveral curious ahd valuable medals* It is di<- 
Vided into lifty-five chapters, in focne of which are introduced 
curious renvarks and obfervations. In the 24th and 25th 

•chapters hegives a particular account of therevolt in Britain 
againft the Romans^ und^r thex:ondu£t of Boadicea, which 
he'introduces with a recapitulation of the afl^irs in Britain 
from the lirft entrance of the Romans into this ifland under 
Julius Caefar, till the revolt in the reign of Nero. The 
oattle in which Boadicea was defeated he fuppofes to have 
been fought on Salifbjry plain, betw^n two woeds^ and that 
Boadicea was buried in this plain, and Stone-henge ot 
Stonage erected for her monument. In chapter 36th, be 
treats of the Eaft India trade in Nero's time, which was 
then carried On by the river Nile, and from thence by cara- 
vans over land to the Red Sea, and thence to the Indian 
ocean j the ready coin carried yearly from Rome upon this 
account, amounting, according to Pliny's computation, to 
above three hundred thoufand pounds ilerling, and the ufual 
i'eturns in December or January, yielding, in clear gain^ 
an hundred for one. Befides this he wrote alfo fever^ other 
works (a). 

(a) I. The life of king Henry It. 5.- Vindiciat firitannice, or toil* 

111 order to have been inferte^ in don righted by refcues and recoveries 

6peed*s Chronicle^ but as he favoured of antiquities of Britain in generaL 

JDO much the haughty behaviour of aiTd of London in particular, againft 

Thomas Becket, another life ^as unwarrantable prejudices, and hifto- 

Wl-ote by Dr. Borcham.' rical anciquations amongil the learn* 

i» Tlic Elements of Armories^ ed 5 for the more honour and per- 

tibndk 1610, 4tOk ' petual juilufes of the noble Ifland 

). A Poem upon the TrahflatiOA and the city. This work was never 

af the body of Mary queen of Scots printed, though prepared by the an* 

firom Peterburgh to Wcihninfter Ab- thor for the prefs« 

Ijey J it is entitled, Profopopcia JBafi- 6. Hypercritica, or a rule of J«dg« 

Ifc4> and is extaht in manufcript iA ment for writing or reading our hi£- 

the CettoniaA Ubl-ary, having never tones. This piece was publiihed b^ 

^n printed, . Dr. Anthony Hall, ttt the end of Ki^ 

4.t Aiii fir^liih tran^atidh 4&f Ltt<» colai trivete iniuUiiim «6ntindM2o» 

^Us lotus's 'Koiniiti hmory» Q%oAk tfz%^ 8V9» 

BO* 
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JBQLEYN (Anunt) wife of Henry VIU. fctng of England, 
and memorable for being the caufe qf (bt deformation in this 
country, was the daughter of fir Thooiat Bolej^D^ and born^in 
the year 1507. She was caned into France ^ feven years 
of age by Henry VIJI's fifter, who was wife of Lewis XII: 
nor did ihe return into Eiigkind, whei^ that Queen retired 
thither after th« death of her hiifbaod ; but ft^id in the fer-* 
vice of queen Claudia, the wife of Francis L tnd after the 
deatfi of that princefe, went to the ducbefs of Aknfba. The Jj!™^'» 
year of her return is not well Jcnown : iboie will have it toitcfonn, 
have been in the year 1 527,^ others in the jrcar i 5^5 . Thus vol. i. >. ii« 
much 13 certain, that* Qie was maid of honour f^ queen Ca* 
thrine of Spain, Henry Vila's ftrftwife; and tbtt the king 
fdl eji^tremely in lo\Ke with inr. She behaved berfelf with &[ 
much art and addreft, that, by rtfufing to fatisfy the king's 
pa£^on, (ke brought hipn to think of marrying her: and, the 
king, deceived by her into a perfuafion, that be fliould never 
enjoy her, unlefs he made her his wife, was induced to fet 
on foot the affair of his divorce with Catherine, which at laft 
was executed with great folemnity and form. A celebrated 
author abferycs, that " That, which would have been very Bayle'$ 
" praife worthy on another occafioni was Anne Bolc)^n's chief D^. art. 
" crime :. ^oce her refufing to comply with art amorous king, ^^^^' 
^' unless be would divorce his wif«, is a much moreenor«> 
^ mous orime, than to have been his concubine. A concu<> 
*^ bine, fays he, would not have dethroned a queen, nor 
*^ taken her crown or her hufband from her ; whereas the ' 
*' crafty Anne Bolcyn, by pretending to be chafie and fci'u- 
*^ pulpus, aimed only at the ufurpatipn of the throne, and the 
*^ exclufton of Catharine of Arragortj and her daughter, from 
'* all the honours due to them." 

In the mean time, Henry could not procure a divorce from 
the pope I which, we know, made, him iWolve at length to 
diibwn his authority, and U> Aing off his yoke. Neverthdeft 
he married Anne Boleyn privately upon the 14th of Novem* 
^ 15329 without waiting any loiiger for a fentence from 
Rome againft his marriage with Cadiecine of Spain i and, as 
foon as be perceived that his new wife was with child, he Burnet, arc 
made bis marriage publick. He caufed Anne Boleyn to be • 
declared queen of EnglaiKl on £after-eve I533« and to be 
crowoed the fir^ of June following. She wds brought to 
bed, upon the 7th of September, of a daughter, who was af« 
ILerwards quec^ £lizabeth ; and continued to be much beloved 
by the king, till the charips of Jane Seyn^HAT had fired that 
fno9:e*s keait in the year 1536. Then bis love for his wife 

R 4 ^as - 
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v^zs cfcangfcd into violent hatred : he beficved htt to be tih« 
chafte, and caufed her to be imprifoned .and tried. •* Sh« 
Bwrnet^&e. « ^^ indiSed of high treafon, for that (he had procured hef 
•* brother and other four to He with her^ which they had 
•* done often; that (he had faid to them, that the king 
** never had her heart, and had faid to everjr one of them 
*« by thcmfelves, that (he loved htm better than any perfort 
** whatfoever, which Was to the flander of the ifiue, tba^ 
•' was begotten between the king and her. And this was 
*« treafon according to the ftatute made in the 46th year of 
•* this reign ; fo that the law, Which vras made fof her amd 
•* the iffuc of her marriage^ is now made ufc of to deftroy 
*' her." She was condemned to be either burnt or beheaded j 
and (be underwent the latter, bn the 19th of May t$364 
The right reverend author of the- Hiftory of the Reformation 
relates Tome very remarkable things of her behaviour d^jring 
the time of her imprifonment, artd a little before her execu- 
tion. When (he was imprifdned^ Ihe is feid to have a6M 
very different parts j fometimes Teeming devout and (bedding 
abundance of tears, and then all of a fudden breaking out in* 
to a loud laughter, A few hours before her death, (he faid^ 
that the executioner was Very handy ; and befides, that fhd 
had a very fmall neck : at the fame time feeling it With her 
hands, and laughing heartily. However it is agreed that £hd 
died with great refolution, taking care to fpread her gowit 
about her feet, that (he might fall with decency ; as the poets 
have related of Polyxena, and the hiftorians of Julius Caefar. 
Roman catholick writers have taken all occafions to rail 
at this unhappy woman, as well through vexation of the 
fchifm which (he occafioned, as for the fake of defaming and 
di(honouring queen Elizabeth by thfs means ; and they have 
triumphed vehemently, that, in the long reign of that queen, 
no endeavours were ufed to juftify hef mother* But eithW 
queen Elizabeth or her minifters are greatly to be admired 
for prudence in this refpeft ; fince it is certain, that Anne 
Boleyn's juftification could n^ver have been carried on, with- 
out difcovering many things, which muft have been extremely 
prejudicial to the queen, and have v/eakened her right, in* 
(lead of eftabli(hing it. For though the lies and (landers of 
the papiAs are in no wife to be regarded, yet many things 
might have been faid to her difadvanuge, without trahlgtef* 
jing the laws <^f true hiftory t as, that (he was a Woman gay 
«vtn tt) immt>de{ty5 ihdifcrete in iht liberties &e took^ woA 

df Hth irregulajr and lieehtloui bthaviemr* 

• - -. - BOLSEC 



B O L S E C. 1^49 

' BOLSEC (Jeeotwe) a proper example t6 fliew theva- 
hity and futility of. fame ; fincc it will fhew, that fome cir- 
tumftances are fufficient to mSike the fate of a fcoundl-el equal 
to that of the greateft men, and the moft brutifli follies as 
much Tefpefted as the fined prt)duftions of human wit. This 
man's whole merit was inventi4ig abominable lies and abfur- 
dities againft the firft reformers in the fixteenth century j and 
by this means, fuppjying popifh miffionari^s and monks with 
matter of invei;llvc againft them, he was often quoted, and 
became refpefted, by them. 

He was a^ Carmelite of Paris; who, having preached fomc- 
what freely in St. Bartholomew's church, forfook his order, 
and fled into Italy to Renata of Frartce, duthefs of Ferrara : the 
common fanftuaty of tKofe who were perfecuted for the new 
opinions. He fet up fof a phyficiAn, and nlai'ried : but foon Bcza 3ii #!» 
after did fomething or other, for which he vi^as eXpelJed. He^*^''^ 
fet up afterwards in Geneva as a phyficlan ; but finding that 
he did not fucceed to his wifhes in that profefliort, he went 
over to divinity. At firft he dogmatized privately on tht 
tnyftefy of predeftination, according to to the principles of 
Pelagius ; and afterwards had the boldrtefs t6 make a publick 
difcourfe againft the received opinion. Upon this, Calvin 
went to fee him, and cenfured him mildly. Then he fent for 
him to his houfe, and endeavoured to reclaim him from his 
error: but this did not hinder fiolfec from delivering in pub* 
lick an infulting difcourfe agaiilft the decree of eternal pr&- 
deftinatioii. Calvin was among his auditors : but hiding 
himfelF in the crowd, was not feen by Bolfec, which made 
him the bolder. As foort as fiolfec 4iad ended his fermon, 
Calvin flood up, and Confuted all he had been faying. ** Hel'**** 
" anfwered, overfet, and confounded him, fays Bei&a, with 
** fo many teftimonies from the word of God, with fo many 
" paflages, chiefly from St. Auguftine, in (hort, with fo many 
*' folid arguments, that every body was miferably afliamed 
•* for him, except the braien-faCcd monk himfelf/^ This 
was not all : a magiftrate, who was prefent in that aflembly, 
called him a fed itious fellow, and fent him toprlfon. The 
caufe was difcufled very fully ; and at laft, with the advice of 
the Swifs churches, the fenate of Geneva declared Bolfec 
convifted of fedition and Pelagianifm ; and as fuch banifhed 
him from the territory of the Republick, on pain of being 
whipped^ if he fhould return thither* This was done upoa 
the 2jd of December 155 1- He retired into a neighbouring 
place^ which depended on the canton of Befn, and ralfed a 
gttat deal t»f difturbaace there* He boldly accufed Calvin <^ 

•making 
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making God the author of fin. Calvin^ to preveittthetm^J 
pieffions which Aich complaints might make upon the gen* 
demen of Bern, caufed himfelf to be deputed to them, and 
pleaded his caufe before them. He was fb fortunate, that 
though he could not get a determination upon his doSnne, 
whether it was true or falfe, yet Bolfec was ordered td qvit 
the country. 

He returned into France, and applied himfelf to the pro- 
teftants ; firft at Paris, afterwards at Orleans. He (hewed a 
great defire to be promoted to the miniftrjr, and to be recotw 
ciled to the church of Geneva : but the perfecution that aro& 
againft the protefiants, made him reiblve to take up his Br& 
jreligion, and the pradice of phyfick. He went and fetded at 
Autun, and proftituted his wile to the canons of that places 
and, to ingratiate himfelf the more with the papiAs, exerted a 
moft flaiamg zdal againft the reformed. He changed his ha- 
bitation often : he lived at Lyons in the year 1582, as ap- 
|)ears by the title of a book, which he ^ixkd to be printed 
jtben at Paris againft Beza. He died not long aft^: forhf 
was not living in the vear 1585. The book juft mentioned 
is intitled, *' The Hiftory of the Life, Doftrine, and Beha* 
*' viour of Theodorus Beza, called the fpefiable great mi- 
*' nifter of Geneva." This was preceded by the " Hifior/ 
*' of the Life, Anions, Dodrine, Conftancy, and Death of 
*« John Calvin, heretofore nwnifter of Geneva;*' which was 
printed at Lyon^ in the year* 1577. Both thefe hiftories arc 
altogether unworthy of credit, a$ well becaufe they are writ- 
ten by an author full of refentment, as becaufe they coo- 
tain faAs notorioufly falfe. For what fliall we think of an 
hiftorian, who has the effrontery to fay, that Calvin was cofv- 
vi<5ted of the fin againft nature at Noyon, and condemned 
,4)nly to be branded with the Flower de Luce, his bifhop hay- 
ing interceded for the moderating his punifliment? This 
Jftory was publiflied in 1577, which was forty-three years after 
Calvin left Noyon. Calvin,, in open war with all the monks 
and ecclefiafticks, always with fword in hand either to at- 
jtack them, or to defend himfelf; Calvin,, who occafioned 
fuch irreparable lofies to the church of Rome„ was not a man 
in whofe favour the fentence of the Flower de Luce would 
have been fuppreffed for forty-three years together. Imme- 
- diately, on the beginning of his miniftry at Geneva, it would 
have been publiflied in the moft authentick and legal Sotmi 
it would have . been tranflated into all languages, and poftcd 
up at every corner of the ftreets* Yet Bolfec has told this, 
3 aflrf 
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and m^ny other lies equally obvious : for which, though dye 
tneaneft and hioft worthier fellow in (he worlds he has found 
a par^ to honotii: and cry him up. 

BONA (JortN) a cardinal, famous for his pietr and hit 
learning, was defcended from an aotient and noble famil/, 
and born at MondoTi, a town in Piedmont, upon the loth of 
Odober 1609. He was devoted to folitude, and had a coo« 
tempt of the world from hb infancy. At fifteen years of age^ 
he betook himfelf to a monaftery near Pigneroi, belonging to 
the begging friars of the order of St. Bernard ; and in the 
year. 1^1, he was made general of his order. Cardinal 
i*abIo Chigi, who was Nona's great friend, and in the year 
1655 thofen pope under the iiame of Alexander VII. would 
have had him to have continued in thb office, and ufed (bme 
means to prevail with him : but Bona preiled fo earneftly to 
bedifcharged, that the pope at length fuRered him to refign 
it. He did it however upon this condition, that Bona ffaould 
not depart frpm Rome i and in order to reconcile him to it, 
save him feveral coi)fiderable places. Clement IX. continued 
him in thefe places, cbnferred upon him new ones, and made 
a cardinal of him In November 1669. This pontiff dying 
foon after, many people wilhed, that Bona might fucceea 
him in the holy fee : and a certain jefuit made the following 
epigram upon the occafion : 

Grammatical leges plcrumquc ecclefia (pernit 2 

Forte erit, ut liccat dicere Bona papa. 
Vana folajcifmi ne te conturbct imago : 

EfTet papa bonus^ (1 Bona papa foret. 

The learned know, that thefe lines cannot be tranflated j 
»nd therefore, wc hope, the Englilh reader will excufe it. 
In the mean time Bona was not elcdied pope ; which how- 
ever could be no mortification to a man, fo wholly given up 
to fludy and devotion as he was. He was a very learned 
man 5 held a correfpondence With moft of the literati in Eu- 
rope, and was fometimes at the pains of reviling and correQ- 
ing their works. He was the author of feveral things him- 
felf, chiefly written in the devotional way : as, Dfc Divina 
Pfalhnodia, Manududio ad Ccelum, Via compendij ad Deum, 
De rebus Liturgicis, De difcretione Spirituum, De difcretione 
vita Chriflianae, &c. His works have been much efteemed, 
and tranflated moft ^ them into Firench. Bona died^ wjth 
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the fame tranquillity and piety that he had lived, upon the 
ajth ofOfiober 1674, aged fixty-five years. 

BONA VENTURE (John Fid A uz a) a celebrated doc- 
tor, cardinal, and faint of the church of Rome, was born at 
Balnea Rigra, a (mall tow^n in Tufcariy, in the year j22i. 
He was admitted into the order of St. Francis, about the year 
1243 ; and ftudied divinity at the univerfity of Paris, it is faid, 
with fo much fuccefs, that at the end of feven years he was 
thought worthy to read publick leflurcs upon the Sentences. 
He was created dodor in 1255, and the year after appointed 
general of his order. He governed with fo much zeal and 
prudence, that he perfeftly reftored the difcipline of it, which 
had been greatly neglefted. Pope Clement IV. nominated 
him to the archbifhoprick of York in England ; but Bona- 
'venture refufed it with the fame earneftnefs, that others ufu- 
ally feek fuch fort of things. After the death of Clement, 
the fee of Rome lay vacant almoft three years, the cardinals 
•not being able to agk-ee among themfelves, who fhould be 
pope. They came at length, however, to a moft folemn en- 
gagement, to leave the choice to Bonaventure ; and to eleft 
whoever he (hould name, though it fhould be even himfelf. 
Bonaventure named Theobald, archdeacon of Liege, who was 
at that time in the Holy Land, and who took the title of 
Gregory X. By this pope he was made a cardinal and bi&op 
of Alba; and appointed to affift at a general council, which 
was held at Lyons foon after. He died there upon the i5rli 
of July 1274, and was magnificently and honourably con- 
duced to his grave, the pope and the whole council attending, 
and the cardinal Peter of Tarantais, afterwards pope Inno- 
cent V. making his funeral oration. Sixtus IV. made a iaint 
of him in the year 1482 ; and Sixtus V. a dodor in 1588. 
Bellarmine has pronounced Bonaventure a perfon dear to God 
" and men ; which is nothing near to be wondered at fo much, 
is to hear Luther call him vir praeftahtiffimus, a moft excel- 
lent man. His works were printed at Rome in 1588, in 
eight volumes in folio. Excepting his commentary upon the 
matter of the fentences, they are chiefly upon pious and myf- 
tical fubjedls, and have gained him the name of the Seraphic 
Doftor- Moreri fays, that in the fi3tteenth Century, when 
the Hugonots made themfelves mafteri of Lyons, they took 
up the bones of this faint, and burned them. He adds, upon 
the authority of tradition,, that neverthelefs his head fomc how 
Of oihei: efcaped their fiK:rilegious hand^j and that it is prc- 
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' (Isrved by the religious of his order in tiutlo^il to this day, 
as a relick mod precious ^ad of ^ne^i^sabl^ value« 

: 6o>JAVENTURE of Padua, a <?wdinal wA very Ie4rne4 
man, was born m that city uppn thtf 2Zd of June 1332^ and 
deTceoded from. a noble. and jHufiripus family. He fiudied 
divinity at Paris, where he diftingui(bp4^*Hnfolf by. hi$ unr 
common parts and application. He was of the order of St. 
Auguftiir, of' which he ^as mad^ general in May 1377. 
^ope tJrban Vl. gave him a cardinal's ^^^ the ^ year fifteri 
which ^engaging Wnfi to (land up for the.rigbti of thcichurcH 
againft Francis de.Carrario of P>adua, that petty monarch 
jPOBtrived to } have him murdered,; lie ^^y:as difpatched with 
theihotof an arro^, ^s he \yas paffing gt< Angelo's'|)ridge 
at Rome, in^ the year 1386; and the manner i^f hU death 
g;ave occafion to tha following Latm diilich, which cannot 
be tranflated fo as to be intelligible to an £jngli(b.readec» 

* • Qux BONA tam cupide cobIo.ventura rogabas^ 

In te livoris mifiafagitta dcdit. 

He was the author.of fcveral workp^ as, *' Commentaries 
'^ upon the £pifile& of St* John and St. James, Lives of the 
'' Saints, Sermor^s^ .Spec;^lum Mari«, &c/' , He had a very 
clofe and intimate fri^ndlhip with the celebrated Petrarch, 
wl^fe funeral oration he pronojtinced in the year 1369. 

feOND (J^ohn)' a celebrated commentator and gramma-* 
riant, Ijorn in Somerfetfhire in the year 155O, Ha was edu-? 
cated ^t/Winchefter fcbopl,^^ml in 1569 .was entered a ftu-^ 
dent at' New College in the univerfity of Oxford, where he 
became highly efteemed for his proficiency in academical 
leatning. in 15^9 hp took hi% degree of mailer of arts, and 
fdon after the wai;den and fellows of his college appointed 
him ip^er of tbe free-fchool of Tauntor) in Somerfetihire. 
Here he continued njany years^ a^dfevera) of his fcbolars 
became eminent both in church and ftate. Being at length, Wood't 
however, tired v^ith the fatigue of thisjrkfome employment, Athea» 
he turned his thoughts to the ftudy of phyGck, and pradiifed "**' 
it with great repi^taiion. He died at Taunton the 3d of Au- 
^ufl; i6iZy and was buried in the chancel of the church, with 
the following epitaph over his grave : 

Qui medicus do<5lus, prudentis nomine clarus, 
Eloquii fplendor, pieridumque decus, 
Virtutis cultpr, pietatis vixit amicus^ 
|}ic jacet in tumulo i fpiritus alta tenet* 

• * Mr. . 
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Mr. Bdild bM kft <* Annotafiones frt Poemata Qtrintil 
Horatii," Loud, t6o6^ 8vo^ Han. ifrir,8vo. His Fcrfias 
was pot printed till two years after his death, in 8vo. uoder 
the following titU, <* Aidt Fcrfii t^lacct Satyrs fex cum pdft- 
.''^humii commentarik Jo*amtt< Bond.*' Mr. Wood ts of 
opinion, that bc£des thefe, he wrote fevtml othtr piece;^ 
which were never piiMiihed. 

BONET (TweoPMiLt^O ^ fttfic^s phyfical writer, bon^ 
at GetiQva the 5A of March 1626; He took his degree in 
phyfic in 1^43) after h^ had gone through mofl of tl)^ ^nious 
miiiwrfities^ He was for fome time ph^^icitn to the dcdbe^tf 
LoirgueviUe, and his fkill in his profeffiongot htm canfiSdr' 
able praiflice 1 bM being fetzed with an exceAive deafhefi, 
this obligee! him to retire from bufin^fsv ' It i^as in this re^ 

. ttrement that he found leifere to collet a!l the obfervadom 
he had made daring a praAiee of fo^ years, i . The firft 
work be publiibed was his << Pharos Medicorunij He.'* It 
confiffs of practical cautions extra6ted chiefly from ^ works 
of William Ballonius ; and he takes notice of many erron 
which pre?ailed amongft the generaKty of phyfidans. tlii^ 
work having become fctrce, he gave another edition of it 
with many ^ition«. It wasalfo printed at Geneva^ 1687, 
imder the title of •< Labyrinthi Medici Exlricatr, &c/' 55. ]h 
1675 he psibfifllfltd bis ^^ Prodromus Anatomise pra6ticae fiv6 
de abditis morborum caufis, &c." This piece 19 piUt ,of (he 
ftfttowtng, emitted, 5. ^ Septttchretmn five anatonria pracr 
tica ex cad^eribus morbo denatis;" He hath coUed^ef m 
thia woHc ^ great number of curious obfervac!bns upon the 
difeafe of the head, brcaft, belly, and other parts of the body, 
4. ^< Mereurius Compitalius, five index medico prad):icfts ptt 
decifiones, cautiones. &c/* Geneva, 1682, folC 5;'**Mi^ 
dicina Septentrionahs collatttia.*' Geneva, fol. in two vo» 
lames, the frrfl publiflied in 1684, and the fecond ift r686« 
It is a colkaion of the beft and moft remarkat|ie obferva« 
tions in phyfic whid) bad been made in Englafid, Germany, 
and Denmark, vi^HCh onr author has reduced into certam 

. heads, according to every part of the human body. 6. «^ Pb- 
lyrfthcs, five Thefeurns Medica Pra^ys ex quibuslibet rd 
iiMdica fcriptoribMs congeftus, &c.** Geneva, 169 1 9 ik fol* 
3 vols, 7. ♦^^Theodori Turqueti de maerne Tra^tus^ de 
Arthritide, una cum ejufdem aliquot confiliia/' 3. <^ Ja- 
cobi Roh^ultii Tragus Fbyficuft € Qatlico in Latinuni ver* 
fus." Geneva, 1675, 8vo, 
Dr. Bonet diei^ of adrof^fy the 99th of Marcby. 1689* 
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BpNFADIUSt|AMEs)one of the moft polite Writers oFthc 
fixteenth century, was bom in Italy near the lake di Gardaf 
but we .do not know in what year. He was. three years fe- 
cret^ry to cardinal Bari at Rome i but loft ^e fruits of hia 
fervices by the death of his mafter. Then he went to cardi- 
nal Glinncci, and'ferved him in the fame capacity; but long 
fJcknefc made him incapable of that employment* When he 
was recovered, he found himfelf fo difguued with the court, 
t^at he refqlved to feek bis fortune by other means. He 
cornimi^d a ^obd while in the kingdom of Naples, but could 
f|jfing no game there. He went afterwards to Padua,, and? 
then t<?<}ienoa J wh^re he read puWick k£lureson Ariflotle** 
I^HtScks. He was ordered to read fome fikewife upon his. 
Rji^<)rick ; and, fticteeding Well in it^ many fcholars flocked 
to le^rti good literature from him. His reputation increafcd 
di^j (b that the ilepublick of Genoa made him their hiffa- 
riogfatpher; and affigtied' him a very good penfion for that 
ofllce. We applied^ himfelif laborioufly to compofe the annala* 
of th^t ffate, and pwblifliccf the five firft books ; by which, 
fj^king too freely and too (atlrically of fome families, he 
created himfelf enemies, who refolved to ruin him. They 
ckufbd it to be hid to his charge, that, inftigated by an in'- 
ordinate paffion for a very handfome youth, his fcholar^ he 
gratified his unnatural inclinations with him: and there be-*^ 
ftg Witnefies to convift him of it, he was condemned to be 
burnt. Some have fufpe^ed Bohfadius to have been inno- 
ci^t^t ; atid that the fde caufe of his perfecution w^ the free-*' 
dbixi of his pen. But that does not feem to have been the 
ciaft. The generality of writers have agreed, that'Bonfadiu?; 
\^2L$ afl^uilly guilty of the crime he was acgufed of i yet are. 
oF opioion, that he had never beien accufed of it, ijF hei bad- 
nbt giViCn offence by Ibmething elfe. It is remarkable, th^at 
tBk rambua Boccalmi 1ias' blamed Bonfadius for his folly zn^^occ^^in^ 
ilhpmdente, in touching the charaflers of potent f*n^*'ic5,J^^|^^j^^^ 
and has made him to be juftly punilhed on that accoufit.cent.icsJ, 
But, as Mr. Biiyle well obferves, a man knows the maxims 
of prudence better than he can pradiife them : for it i^ uni- 
veiraily 'believed, that Boccalini himfelf loft hi« life for. 
having fpoken too freely againft Spain. 

' Bonfadius was executed in the year 1560. Upon the day , 
o? "his execution, he wrote a note to John Baptift Grimaldi, 
to teftify his gratitude to the perfons who had endeavoured to 
fi^ve hihi ; and promifed to inform them, how he fotrnd him-r 
fetf in the other world, if it could be done without frighten- 
iiig tJitm,' Such promifes have been often n^ade^ but we 
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never he^rd that any of them were performed. He recommfii* 
ded to rtiem his nephew Bonfadius, who is perhaps the Peter 
^anfadius, author of fome verfes extant in the '* Gareggia- 
inemo poetico del confufo Academico ordito." It is a col-* 
iedion of verfes divided into eight parts, and printed at Ve-i 
nice In the year i6|i. There arc extant fome fpeeches, 
letters, Latiq and Italian pooms» of Jam^s Bonfadius, the 
Cibjeft of this article. 

BO'NFINItJS (Anthony) a hiftorian of the fifteenth, 
century, born at Afcoli in Italy. Mathias Corvin, king of 
Hungary, having heard of his fame, fent for him to his court, 
Bonnnius paid his refpeflsto him atRees, a few days before 
that prince made his public entry into Vienna. At his firft 
Xcrom Un- ^"^^i^ncc, as he himfelf tell$ us, he prefented him with his 
cayic. tranflations of Hermogenes and Herodian, and his genealogy 
te.mU7. of the Corvins, which he dedicated to his majefty j and two 
other works addrefled to the queen, one of whigh treated <^ 
virginity and conjugal ch aft ity, and the other a hiftory of 
Afcoli. He had dedicated alfo a little cplleftion of epigrams 
to the young prince John Corvin, to which there i$ added a 
preface. The king read his pieces with gre^t pleafure, and 
diftribuled them ^mprig his courtiers in high terms of appro- 
bation. He would not allow Bonfinius to return to Italy, but 
detained him with a good penfion, being defirous t^hat hefliould 
follow him in his army. He employed him to write the hif* 
tory of the Huns, and Bonfidius accordingly fet about it before 
the death of this prince ; but it was by order of king Ula-» 
diflaus that he wrote the general hiftory of Hungary. Hq 
has carried it down to the y^ar 1 495. .The original of this 
' work was put into the library of Buda, hut was never pub^ 
Ii(hed. In 1 543 one Martin Brenner publifhed thirty bookl 
of this work from an imperfedt copy. The whole work coo* 
fided of forty-five books, which Sanbucus publifhcd in 156S1 
revifed and collated with the heft copies. 

Bonfinius is fuppofed to hav^ died in Hungary, 

BONGARS (James) a learned man of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, was born at Orleans in the year 1554 ; and ftudied at 
Strafburg in 15715 where he had an aqabaptift for his tutor; 
for he, was of the proteftant religion* In 1576, he ftudied thf 
civil law under the celebrated Cujacius ; neverthelefc he fol- 
i6wed the prevailing tafte of thofe time^, which was critical 
learning; and though, fays Mr. Bayle, he went not fo far as 
Ih? Lipfiu5*s and Caf^ubon*s, yet he acquired great reputation 
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by it, and perhaps would have equalled them in it, if he 
could have devoted himfelf virholly to it, as they did. But 
fiate- affairs did not permit him. He was employed, near 
thirty years, in the moft important negotiations of Henry IV. 
for whom he was fcveral times rcfidcnt with the princes of 
Germany, and afterwards embaflador. However, be publilh- 
ed a good edition of Juftin at Paris, 1581, in 8vo. wher^ he 
(hewed his fagacity, his learning, his care in confulting good 
manufcripts by the many corrupted paiTages that he reftored^ 
and the many difficulties that he cleared in the notes. He 
bad a vaft knowledge of books, both manufcript and printed; 
and made a very great coUedion of them, fiefides an edi^ 
tion of Jufiin^ he was the author of other produ(^ion« f 
which, if they did not fhew his learning fo much) have fproud 
his fame a great deal more. Thuanus highly commends an 
anfwer, which he publifhed in Germany to a piece, wherein 
the bad fuccefs of the expedition of the year 1587, was im- 
puted to the French, who accompanied the Germans. ** James Thuanus 
* Bongars, fays the excellent hiflorian, a young man of great ?^^**^ 
^ genius and learning, and zealous for the honour of tl^e 
French, who was charged with the affairs, of Navarre 
there, getting a copy of the piece from his friendj replied 
in an extemporary, but fhining, anfwer,'>' &c. 
This anfwer, however, though never fo glorious to Bon- \^ 
gars, is nothing, compared to that vwhich he made to a bull 
of pope Sixtus V. againft Henry IV. and which he had tl^e 
courage to poft up in Rome. But this action of Bongars, 
depending folely on the teflimony of Varillas, and not beifig 
mentioned by 1 huanus, Mezcray, or any hiftorian of credit, 
is generally rejeded as fabulous : and with reafon, fi«ce it 
is not eafy to conceive, how fo extraordinary an affair could 
pafs unnoticed by them. The world is indebted to Bongars 
fpr the publication of feveral authors, who wrote the hiftory 
of the expeditions into Paleftine. That work is intitlcd* 
*' Geftadei per Francos;" and waspriiued at Hanaw in 
i6ii, in two volumes folio. Thei;e are letters of Bonprs, 
wrote during his employments, wh ch are much efteemed ; 
and iipon whjcb Mr. Bayle has the following note. *^ Though 
** he did not, like Bembo and Manucius, rejeii all tejrms 
" that are not in the beft Rofnan authors, yet bis ftile is fine, 
" i;iear, polite, and , full of natural charms. Hi» lettert 
*' were tranflated, when the dauphin began^ U> learn the 
*^ Latin lai^uage i and it appears by the epiille dedicatory 
*< tb that yoUng prince, ^nd^ by the translator's preface, that 
*^ nothing was thought more proper for a fcholar of quality, 
VoJL.IL S 4i ^^ 
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<< than to read this work of Bongars : becaufe by reading it* 
** a man learns at the fame time to exprefs himfclf in noble 
♦* terms about ftate-affairs^ and to judge well of the conduft 
** of an embaflador. Not only words and phrafes are to be 
•• learnt by it, but alfo the courfe of affairs of thofe times; 
•« and many particular facts, which ftrll have fome relation 
^* to the prefent time, and may be of greater ufe, than any 
♦* Aing to be found in Cicero's fetters.* 

Boncars died at Paris in 161 2, when he was fifty-eight 
years of age : and the learned Caafabon, whofe letters fhew 
that he was extremely obliged to him, and that he efteemed 
tpift. *<;<• hi°^ much, laments in one of them, that <* the funeral ho- 
9^u 1656, <4 nburs, which were doe to his great merit, and which he 
^ would infallibly have received from the learned in Ger« 
•* many, were not yet paid him at Paris/' Mr. Bayle thinks, 
that Bongars was never married : yet tells us, that he was to 
have been, in the year 1597, to a French lady, who had the 
misfortune to die upon the very day appointed for the wed- 
ding, after a courtfhip of near fix years. This Bongars 
/peaks of in his letters; from which we learn alfo, that he 
was extraordinarily afflicted at it. 

BONfNER (Edmund) bifhop of London in the fixteenth 
century, born at Hanley in Worcefterfhire. In 1512, he 
Strypc'i vras entered at Broadgate-hall in Oxford, now Pembroke 
Ann, of th« college. On the 12th of June he was admitted batchelor of 
^f*^^idt ^^^ canon, and the day following batchelor of the civil law. 
lyis-Vol. * He entered hito holy orders about the fame time ; and on the 
P'575; I2th of July 1575, was created doctor of the canon law. 
F^fti^Ycl. i. ^^ was a man of learning, but diflinguifhed himfelf chiefly 
(pl, ^, * ' by his (kill and dexterity in the management of affairsu This 
made him be taken notice of by cardinal Wolfey, who appoint- 
ed him his commiflary for the faculties : and he was with this 
prelate at Cawood, when he was arretted of high treafon. He 
enjoved at once the livings of Blaydon and Cherry Burton In 
YorUhire, Ripple in Worcefterftire, Eaft Dereham in Nor- 
Weod*t folk, and the prebend of Chifwick in the cathedral church 
Athene, of St. Paul : but the laft he refigned in i J39, and Eaft Dere- 
whi*'*' ***"* *** 154^' He was inftaUed archdeacon of Leicefier 
coi'aV, October 17, 1535. 

After the cardinal's death, he got into the good graces of 

king HenryVIII. who appointed him one of his chaplains | 

and he was a great promoter of the king*8 divorce from Queen 

Catherine of Spain, and was of great ufe to his majefty in 

Ibid. abrogating the pope's fupremacy. He was alfo in high fa- 
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^dur vi^th lord Crbmwell, fecrctafy of ftaW, By whqfe i-e- 
commendation he Was employed ^s ambaflador at feveral 
courts (a). In 15329 he was fcnt to Rome, along with fir 
Edward Kame, to excufe king Henry's perfonal appear-i> 
ance, upon the pope's citation. In iS33j he was fent 
again to Rome to pope Clement VIL then at MarfeilleSf 
upon the excommunication deci-eed againft kiog Henry VIIL 
cy) account of his divorce ; to delivei' that king's appeal from 
the pope to the next general council. He executed the or- 
der of bis mafter in this affair with fo much vehemence' and 
fury, that the pope talked of throwing him into a caldron of 
melted lead ; whereupon he thought proper tb make his 
cfcapc. He was employed likewife in other embafBes to thd Barnfef s 
kings of Denmark and France, and the emperor of Ger-"^^^^' 
many. In 1538, being then ambaflador in France, he was voU, U 
nominated to the bifcopric of Hereford, November 27 j but edit. i6ix. 
before confccration he was tranflated to London. P' "•• 

At the time of the king's death in 1547, Bonner was arti- 
baiTador with the emperor Charles V. and though during 
Henry's reign he appeared fo zealous againft the pope, and 
had concurred in all the flcps taken to bring about a re« fox, u>id« 
formation, yet this feems to have been owing to his ambi- 
tion, becaufe he knew it to be the readieft way to prefer- 
ment ; \)Ut he was a papift in his heart, as became evident ffora 
his fubfequent condudl. On the ift of September, 1547, not 

(a) It was to him he chiefly owed " to beare hiy true hart again unto 

Ms preferments and dignities, as he ** your lordfhippe, and alfo remem- 

acknowledges in the following ktter '* bring fuche kindnes, to do unto 

to that lord, written from Blois in " the faihe all fdch fervice and piea- 

France, 2d September 15^8. *' My ** fufe as might then lie in my fftoa^ 

*• very (itigular, efpccial good lord, " power to do. But Whereof your 

*' as one moflbounden, I moA hum- "infinite and ineftimable goodneft^ 

*' bly commende me unto your ho- " it hath further liked you of late, 

" nourable good lord(hip. And " firft to advance mt uilto the oAc« 

" whereas in tlmel palfed it hath " of legation from fuch a prince a^ 

" liked the fam^ without any my *• my fovcraigne lord is, uhto the 

*• defcffcs or merites, even only of ** emperor and FfenCh king, an^ 

" your Angular exceding goOdnes, to " next after to procure and obtaynt 

" beftow a great deale of love, be- " mine advauncement to fo honoQ* 

" nevolence, and good affe^ion up- *• rable a promotion as the hy(hbp^ 

** on me fo poore a man, and of fo *' rike of Herteford :. 1 mull beri 

** fmair qualities, cxprefTing iftdeede *• knowledge the exceeding great- 

•* fondry ways the good eftied!cs " ncs of your lordftiippfes benefits^ 

** thereof to my gl^at preferment j " with mine own imbecillitie to re- 

*• I was very much bounde thereby " commence it.** John Foxe's A«t 

" unto your honourabk good lord- and Moliuments, edit. 1583, voL ii« 

" (hippe, and thought it always p 10S8. 



my 4uety (at itid^d it was) both 
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mzny months after the acceffion of king Edward VL ht 
fcrupled to take an oath, to renounce and deny the bi^iop of 
Home, and to fwcar obedience to the king, and entered a 
proteftation againft the king's injunctions and homilies. For 
this behaviour he was committed to the Fleet ; but having 
fubmiited and recanted his proteAation, was releafi^ct. He now 
indeed complied outwardly with the (leps taken to advance th^ 
reformation, but ufed privately all means in his power to ob* 
ftru^ it. After the lord Thomas Seymour's death, he appear* 
f d greatly remifs in putting the court's orders in execution, 
particularly that relating to the u'e of the Common-prayer 
book ; for which he was feverely reproved by the privy 
council (b). He feemed thereupon to redouble his diligence : 
but ftill through his remiflhefs in preaching, and his conni« 
vance at the mafs in feveral places, many people in his dio- 
cefe being obferved to withdraw from the divme fervice and 
. communion, he was accufed of negle<ft in the execution of 
the king's orders. He was fummbned before the privy coun- 
cil on the iitb of Auguft, when after a reproof for his negli- 
gence, he was enjoined to preach the Sunday three wedo 
itst at Paul's crofsy on certain anicles delivered to hiat (c)^ 

and 



(b) In a letter they writ to him 
J^uly 13, 1549) wherein ajanong other 
.thmgi they tell him, -^ That " one 
** uniforme order for common prayer 
** and. adminiftration of the facra- 
*' mcnts having been fet forth, whcrc- 
** by much idolatry, vayne fupcrili- 
^' tion, and great s^i Handerous 
V abufcs be taken away ^ it was np 
^* fipajl occafion of forrow to them, 
^ to underftand by the complaints 
^ of many, that the faid book rc- 
^ m^ined, in m^ny places of the 
^' realm, cither not known at all, or 
** not ufed, or at the leaft very fel- 
** doih,. and in a light and irreve- 
rent manner. The fault whereof 
(add they) we mud impute to 
*' you, and others of your voc*» 
*' lion." In the conclusion they 
tell him—" If we /hall hereafter 
*' j^thefe our letters and command- 
** ments notwithAaAdipg) have eft- 
** Clones complaint, and find tlie lika 
** faults in your dioce(e, we fliaU 
'' have j«ft caufe to impute the faujt 
'* thereof, and of alii that enfue there- 
^' ^^ unco you; and coHfequeiUly 






'* b« oceafioned thereby to fisc other* 
'* wyfe to the rcdreflc of thefe thingi^ 
** whereof we would be Ibry. And 
** therefore we do cftfoones charge 
" and conunaund you upon your al- 
" legianee, to loke well upon your 
" duety herein, as ye tender our 
*' pleafure.** Fox, as above, p. 1303, 
(c) They were as follow : i. That 
all fuch as rebel! againd their prince, 
get unto them damnation ; and tholi 
that vcCiii the higher power, refift the 
erdinaunces of God ; and he t)iat 
ilieth therefore in rebellion, by the 
woorde of Code is utterly danmed^ 
and fo loofeth bodye and foule. Aim) 
therefore thofe rebelles in Devonihire 
and Cornwall, in Northfoike oreUb* 
where, who take upon them tfltaCt 
fsmble a power and force againft 
their king and prince, againft the 
laws and Aatutes of the realme, and 
goe about to fubverte the ilate and 
order of the commoivwealth, not 
ooely do deferve dtatb, as. traytorS' 
and rebels, but c|o accumulate to 
themfelves eternal damnacioQ, even 
to bt in i^e burning fire of hell, with 
Lucifer 
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tni alfo to preach there once a quarter for the future, and be 

prcfcnt at every fermon preached there^. and to celebrate the 

comtnunion in that church on all the principal feafts : and to 

abide and keep refidtnce in his houfe in London, till he had 

licence from the council to depart el fe where. On the day J^^^' '3^*' 

appointed for his preaching, he delivered a fermon to a croud- - * • 

ed audience on the points affigned to Jiim. But he entirely 

mnitted the laft article, the king's royal power being of no 

lefs authority or force in his youth, than was that of any 

of his predeceflbrs ; and therefore that all his fubjedls were as 

iTiiich boutid to obey him, as if he had been thirty or forty 

years old. For this contempt, he was complained of to the 

king by John Hooper, afterwards bifliop of Worcertcr: 



Lucifer the father and firft author of 
pride, dtfobedience, and rebellion, 
^bac pretence foever they have, and 
what mafTes or holy-water foever 
they pretende, or go about to make 
among themfelves, as Chore, Da- 
than, and Abiron, for rebellion a- 
gainft Mofes, were fwallowed down 
aKve Into hell, although they pre- 
tended to facrifice unco God. 

a. Likewife in the order of the 
churche and externe rites and cere> 
monies of divine fervice, f«r fo muche 
as God requireth humility of hearts, 
innocence of living, knov^ledge of 
him, charity and love to our neigh- 
bours, and obedience to bi« worde 
and to his miniilers and faperioure 
powers, thefe we muft bring to all 
our prayers, to all our fcrvice j and 
this is the facrifice that Chriit re- 
quireth, and thefe be thofe that makes 
all thinges pleafaunt uatoGod. The 
externe rites and ceremonies be but 
txercifes of our religion, and ap- 
pointable by fuperior powefs, in cho- 
fing whereof we muft obey the ma- 
f iftratea | the whyche things aKb we 
do fee ever hath beene and (hal be 
(as the time and place is) divers, and 
yet al hath pltafed God fo long as 
thefe before fpoken inwarde things 
be there. If any man fliall ufe the 
eld rites, and therefore difcbey the 
fuperior powdr, the devotion of his 
ceremoAiies is tndde nought by his' 
difobedienie ; (o that, which eh (fo 
long M the law did fo ftand) might 
h^ffiod, by pride and difobedience 



nowe is made nought ^ as Saule^s 
facrifice. Chore, Dfthan, and Abiron; 
and Aaron*s two children were. Bot 
who that joineth to devotion obe^ 
dience, lie winneth the garland. Fof 
t\(e it is a zeale fed non fccuhduin 
fcientiam, a wil, defire, eeale and 6&- 
votion, but not after wiftdome ; 
that is a fooli(he devotion, which caa 
require no thankes or praife. And 
yet agayne, where ye obey, ye muft 
have devotion; for God requireth 
the heart more than the outward do* 
ings ; and therfore who that taketh 
the communion, or faith or hearetlj 
the fervice appointed by the king's 
majeftie, muft bring devotion and 
inward prayer with him, or els hik 
praiers are but vaine ; lacking that 
whyche God requireth, that is, the 
heart and tninde to pray to him. 

3. Further ye flial for example,.ch 
Sonday come feventh ni^ht after tht 
aforefaid. date, celebrate the commu- 
nion at Paules church. 

4. Ye (hall alfo fet foorth in your 
fermon, that our authoritie of royal 
power is (as ^f truth it is) of nole^fe 
authoritie and force in this ewe young 
age, then rs, or was of any of our pre- 
deccflTors, though the fame were much 
elc'er, as may appeare by example of 
Jcfias, and other young kings in 
fcripture ; and therefore all our fub« 
je6tes to be no lefs hound to tlie obe- 
dience \)f our preceptes, lawes and 

'ftatutts, than if we wert of thirty or 
forty years of age. Fox. ib.p. 1310, 
1311. 

S 3 where- 



%6z BONNER. 

If^hcreupon a^cWifhop Cranmer, bi(hop Ridley, fir WilKafli 
Petre,and fir Thomas Smith, fecretaries of ftate,and William 
May, L. L. D. and dean of St. Paul's, were appointed com* 
miffioners to proceed againft him. He appeared befoie 
them September lo, 13, 16, 18, ao, 23, and O^ober the 
ift ; and after a long trial, was committed to the Marflialfea^ 
|ind towards the end of OAober, deprived of his biihopric 
On the acceffion of queen Mary, Bonner had an oppof* 
tunity of (hewing himielf in his proper colours ^ he was 
reftored to his bifliopric, by a commiflion read in St. Paul's 
cathedral, the 5th of September 1553. In 1554, he was 
made vicegerent, and prefident of the convocation, in the 
room of archbifliop Cranmer, who was committed to the 

F<«,B« Tower. The fame year, he vifited his diocefe, in order to 

1496. root up all the feeds of the reformation, and behaved in 
the moft furious and extravagant manner \ at Hadham, be 
was exceffively angry becaufe the bells did not ring at his 
coming, that the rood loft wa^ not decked, nor the fa- 
!:rament hanged up, He fwore and raged in the church at 
Dr. Bricket, the redor, and calling him knave and here- 
tic, went to ftrike at him j but the blow fell upon fir Thtj 

lb. p. I474« mas Jofcelyn's ear, and almoft ftunned him. He fet up the 
mafs again at St. Paul's, before the zQ, for reftoring it was 
pafled. The fame year, he was in commiffion to turn out 
fome of the reformed bifhops. In the year 1955, ^^^ ^1^^ 
three following years, he was the occafion of feveral hun- 
dreds of innocent perfons being put to death, for their firm 
adherence to the proteftant religion. On the 1 4th of February 
1555-6, he came to Oxford (with Thirlby biOiop of Ely) to 
degrade archbifhop Cranmer, whom he ufed with great info- 
lence. The 29th of December following, |ie was put into a 
f:ommiffion to fearch and jraze all regifters, records containing 
profeflions againft the pope, fcrutinies taken in religious 

tume%a8' boufes, &c. And the 8th of February 1556-7, he was alfp 

above, p. Dut in another commiiEon, or kind of inquifuiop, i^v fearch- 

34'« ipg after and punifhing all heretics. 

Upon queen Elizabeth's acctflion things took a diflFerent 
turn : Bonner went to meet her at Highgatc, with the reft of 
the bifliops i but flie looked on him as a man ftained widi 
blood, and therefore could Ihew him no mark of her favour. 
For Tome months he remained unmolefted ^ but being called 
before the privy-council on the 3cth of May 1559, he refufe<l 
to take the oath of allegiance ai;d fupremacy. For this reaibn 
}se was deprived a fecond time of his bifhopric the 29th of Ju^e 

following;, 
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fcfloi/tang, and committed to the Marfhalfea. In purftian^e wood, uU 
of the flatute 5 Eliz. chap. i. the oath of fupremacy being f^prt^c*!, 
agaia tendered to h m, he wa<, upon his refufing 10 take it» *^^* 
indi<^ed of a premunire. 

After having lived in confinement fome years, he died Sep- 
tember the 5th, 1569. 1 hree days after he was^ buried at 
midnight, it St. George's church-yard in Southwark, to pre« 
vent any diflurbances that might have been made by the ci* 
lizens, who hated him extremely. Bonner was certainty a 
violent, furious, ad paffioaate man, and bxtremely cruel in 
his nature^ and his perfon.being very fat and corpulent, this 
made one fay of him, that he was full of gufs but empty 
of bowels. He was a great mafter of the canon law, being f^t, ib« 
excelled in that faculty by Wry few of his time ; and alfo 
was well (killed in politics. Several pieces were publiihed 
under his name (d). 



(p) Tlicy arc as follow. 

1 . Prefaue to the Oration of Ste- 
phen Gardiner, biihop of Wincheftefy 
concerning true obedience. Printed 
at iondon; in Latin, i534»i«35» 
and at Hamburgh in 1536, 8vo. 
Tranflated into Engliih by Michael 
Woody a zealous proteilant, with a 
bitter preface to the reader, and a 
poftfcript. Roan, 1553, 8 vo. It i^ 
alfo inferted in' J. Fox^* Book of 
Martyrs. In the preface, Bonner 
li>eaks much in favour-of king Henry 
the £ighch*8 niarriage with Anne 
Boleyn, and againft the tyranny ex- 
ercifed by the biihop of Rome in this 
kingdom. 

2. Several letters to the lord 
Cromwell. 

3. A Declaratfon to lord Crom- 
well, defcribing to him the evil be- 
haviour of Stephen [bifhop of] Win- 
chefter, with fpecial caufes therein 
contained wherefore, and why, he 
mifliked of him. 

4. Letter of his about the proceed- 
. ings at Rome concerning the king's 

divorce from Catherine of Arragon. 

5. An Admonition and Advertiie- 
ment given by the bifliop of London 
to all readers of the BiUe in the Eng- 
1101 tongue. 

6. Injundions given by Bonner, 
HSbtfB of London, to his clergy. 



(about preaching) with the namet of 
books prohibited. 

7. Letter to Mr. Lechmore. - 

S.Refponfum&Exborcatio. Lond^ 
1553, 8vo. Anfwer and Exhorta- 
tion to the clergy in praife of prie(i> 
hood ; fpoken by the author in Sc. 
Paul's cathedral. Lon. x^th OAober 
1553, after a fermon preached before 
the clergy, by John Harpesfield. 

9. A Letter to Mr. Lechmore, 6th 
September 1553. 

io. Articles to be enquired of in 
the general vifitation of Edmund bi^ 
(hop of, London, exercifed by him in 
the year 1 5 54, in the city and dioceft 
of London, &c. to ridicule theqn, 
John Bale, bi(hop of O Jory, wrote m, 
book, intltled, A Declaration of £d< 
mond Bonner's articles, concerning 
the clergy of London diocefe, where- 
by that execrable anti-cbrift is in his 
right colours revealed. 1554, and 
1^1. 8vo. 

1 1 . A profitable and neceflary 
DoArine, containing an expofition 
on the Creed, feven Sacraments, ten 
Commandments, the Pater Nofter, 
Ave Maria, with certain Homilies 
adjoining thereto, for the inflrufUon 
and information of the diocefe of 
London* Lond. 15^4 5, 4to. Thia 
book was drawn up by his chaplains 
John Harpesfield and Henry Pendle- 
$ 4 ton^ 
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ton I tbe fprmer part 6f it, whkh U extam in Tohn Foxe*s Book of Mif« 

catechiihi, i^ moftly taken out of the tyrs, vol. laft. 

Inflitution of a Criflen Man, fet out 13. His Objedlions againft the Pro- 

by king Henry VIII. only varied in ceft of Robert Home, bifliop of Win* 

fome points. chefter, who had tendered the oath 

I z. Several letters, declaration s, of fupremacy to him the fecond time, 

f^Ttwat, difputes^ ice* of his are are preferved by Mr. Strype in bi$ 

Annals of the Reformation. 

BOOTH (Barton) a famous Englifli aftor, who chiefly 
excelled in tragedy, born in the county palatine of Lancafter 
tiftof Bar. in the year 1681. At the age of nine years he was put to 
ton Booth, Weftminfter fchool, under the tuition of the famous Dr. 
•'* Bufby, Here he foon difcovcred an excellent genius and 

capacity : he had a peculiar turn for Latin poetry, and 
bad fixed many of the iineft paiTages fo firmly in his me- 
mory, that he could repeat them j this he would do witl^^ 
fuch propriety, with fuch a graceful aft ion, and fuch a pe- 
culiar emphafis, that he charmed every body who heard 
him. Thence it was that when, according to cuftom, a 
Latin play was to be a£led, one of the firft parts was given 
to young Booth, who performed it in fuch a manner, as gained 
him, univerfal applaufe, and particular refpeft from the do6tor. 
This iirft gave him an inclination for the ftage. His father 
intended him for the church : but when Barton reached the 
age of feventeen, and was about to be fent to the univerfityj> 
he ftole away from fchool, and went over to Ireland in 1698, 
Hift. of the with Mr. Aflibury, matter of the company at Dublin. Here 
£ng. ftage, he was foon diftinguiflied greatly for his theatrical abilities, 
P* '^3* efpecially in tragedy, for which he feemed to be formed by na- 
• ture ; for he had a grave countenance and a good perfqn, with 
a fine voice and a manly aftion. When he had been three 
feafons in Dublin, in which time he had acquired a great re- 
putation, he refolved to return to England, which he accord- 
ingly did in 1701, and was recommended to Mr. Betterton, 
who behaved to him with great civility, and took him into hi^ 
tompany. The firft chara^^er in which he appeared on the £ng- 
lifh ftage, was that of Maximus, in the tragedy of Valentinian j 
and it was fcarce poflible for a young ador \o meet with 4 
Rcmarics on better reception than he had. The Ambitious Stepmother 
the Britifli coming foon after upon the ftage, he performed the part of 
Th^eatre, Artaban, which added cohfiderably to the reputation he had ac» 
° quired, and made him be efteemed one of the firft aftors then 

upon the ftage. Nor was his fame lefs in all the fucceeding 
ehara^iers which he ^tterppted } but i^ ibofie ^ith greateft 
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Ittfife in the trigeily of Cato, wbkh Was brought on th« 
flage in the year ijiz. ^' Although Cato (fayi Mr. Gibber)- Apolo^ M 
^^ Teems plainly written upoivwhat are called whigprincif^yl^isii^e^p* 
<' yet the tories at that time had fenfe ertough not to talre 379^ 
^^ it as the leaft reflection on their adminiftration, but, on 
*^ the contrary, they feemed to brandifli and vaunt their ap'^ 
** probation of every fentiment, in favour of liberty, which 
^' by a public a6l ot their generofity was carried fo high^ 
" that one day while the play was acting they coUeAed ^ty 
*^ guineas in the boxes, and made a prefent of them to 
*^ Booth, with this compliment — For his honeft oppofition 
" to a perpetual dictator, and his dying fo bravely in tbt 
" caufe of liberty." The reputation to which Mr. Booth 
was now arrived, feemed to entitle him to a (hare in the 
management of the theatre, but (his perhaps his merit woukl 
never have procured, had it not be-^n through the favour of 
lord Bolingbroke, who in 17 139 procured a new licence^ 
recalling all former licences, in which Mr. Booth's nam« 
was added to thofe of the former managers. Gibber, Wilks^ 
and Dogget, the laft of whom was fo much offended at 
this, that he threw up his ihare, and would not accept ef 
any confideration for it ; but Mr. Gibber tells us, he only 
made this a pretence, and that the true reafon of bis quit* 
ting^ was his diflike to Wiiks, whofe humour was become 
infupportableto him. When Mr. Booth came to a fliarc of^* P'4o^ 
the management of the houfe, he was then in the 33d year 
of his age, and in the higheft reputation as an ador, nor . 
did his fame as a player fink by degrees, as fometimes has 
happened to them who have been moil applauded, but in- 
creafed every day more and more. The hedth of Mr. ^«"»'k3«a 
Booth however beginning to decline^ he could not aS fo often th^tte* p. 
as ufual, and hence became more ^evident the public favour 300* 
towards him, by the crowded audiences bis appearance drew, 
when the intervals of his diftemper permitted him to tread 
the ftage ; but his conftitution broke now very fad, and h« 
was attacked with a complication of dldempers, which ear- 
ned him off May loth, 1733. , ^ ■ 

His charader as an actor has been celebrated by fomt of 
t!)<? beft judges. Mr. Aaron Hill, a gentleman, who by the 
(bare he had in the management of the playhoufe, could not 
but have fufficient opportunities of becoming well acquainted 
with his merit, has given us a very high character of him* 
^^ Two advantages (&ys this gentleman) diftiagui(hed him HlAoryof 
•' in the flrongcft light from the reft of his fraternity; hetheEngUih 
^' had learning to ijnderftand perfectly whatever it was his ^"l^' ^ 

8 . « part 
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^ part to fpeair, md judgment to know how far it agreed or 
<< difagreed with hk character. Hence arofe a peculiar 
** grace, which was^vifible toevcrjr fpectator, though 
** few were at the pains of examining into the caufe of 
*^ their pleafure. He could foften and Aide over with a 
•* kind of dcgant negligence, the improprieties in a part he 
** acted, while, on the contrary, he wbuld dwell with energy 
^^ upon the beauties, as if he exerted a latent fpirit, which 
^< had been kept back for fuch an occafion, that he might 
•* alarm, awaken, and tranfport in thofe places only, where ' 
^* the dignity of his own good fenfe could be fupported fay 
^< that of his author. A little reflection upon this remark- 
^^ able quality, will teach us to account for that n^anifeft 
^* languor, which has fometimes been obferved in his action, 
^^ and which was generally, though I think folfly, imputed 
** to the natural indolence of his temper. For the (ame 
** reafon, though in the cuftomary rounds of his bufinefs, 
^< he would condefcend to fome parts in comedy, he feldom 
** appeared in any of them with much advantage to his cha- 
<' rai£ler. The paffions which he found in comedy were not 
•• flrong enough to excite his fire, and what feemed want of 
^^ qualification, was only abfence of im predion. He had a 
*' talent at difcovering the paffions, where they lay hid in 
'^ ibme celebrated parts, by the injudicious pra<ftice of other 
*' adtors, which when he had difcovered he foon grew able to 
** exprefs them. And his fecret for attaining this great leflbn 
• *' of the theatre was an adaption of his look to bis voice, 
*' by which artful imitation of nature, the variations in the 
'* found of his words gave propriety to every change ,in 
** his countenance. So that it was Mr. Booth's peculiar 
** felicity to be heard and fecn the fame— whether as the 
*• pleafed, the grieved, the pitying, the reproachful, or the 
** angry. One would almoft be tempted to borrow the aid of 
«* a very bold figure, and to exprefs this excellence the more 
<< figniiicantly, beg permiffion to affirm, that the blind might 
<< have feen him in his voice, and the deaf have heard him 
<* in his vifage. His gefture, or, as it is commonly called, 
<* his z&ioiiy was but the refult and neceflTary confemience of 
*^ his dominion over his voice and countenance ^ for having 
*< by a concurrence of two fuch caufes, imprefied his imagi- 
^< nation with fuch a ftamp and fpirit of paffion, he ever 
*^ obeyed the impulfe by a kind of natural dependency, 
** and relaxed or braced fucceffively into all that fine expref- 
*' fivenefs, with which he painted what he fpoke without re* 
*^ ftraint or afFcflation." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Gibber has alio taktn particular notice of Mr. Booth, 
nor has be omitted either bis excellencies or defers ; this 
writer, fpeaking of Wilks and him, fays, " they were adors ^'^^ 
«« b oppofite in their manner, that if either of them could p.^J^T' 
<< have borrowed a littie of the other's fault, they would 
*' both have been improved by it. If Wilks had fome- 
^^ times too violent a vivacity, Booth as often contented 
*< himfelf with too grave dignity. The latter feemed too 
*^ much to heave up his words, as the other to dart them to 
^^ the ear with too quick and (harp a vehemence. Thus 
^ Wilks would too frequently break into the time and mea«* 
*^ fure of the harmony by too many fpirited accents in one 
^^ line ; and Booth, by too folemn a regard to harmony, 
*' would as often lofe the neceffiuy fpirit of it : fo that (as I 
^^ have obferved) could we have fometimes raifed the one 
*^ and funk the other, they had both been nearer the mark* 
** Yet this could not be always objcAed to them, they had 
^ their intervals of unexceptionable excellence, that more 
*^ than ballanced' their errors. The mafter-piece of Booth 
*^ was Othello ; then he was moft in charaAer, and feemed 
** not more to animate and pleafe himfelf in it than his 
*' fpe^tors. It is true he owed his laft and higheft ad- 
** vancement to his ading Cato, but it was the novelty and 
^< critical appearance of that charader, that chiefly fwelled 
^^ the torrent of his applaufe ; for let the fentiments of a 
<* declaiming patriot have all the fublimity of poetry, and 
^^ let them be delivered with all the utmoft grace and elocu- 
*^ tion, yet this is but one light wherein the excellence of an 
<^ a£lor can ihine ; but in Othello we may fee him in the 
^* variety of nature. In Othello therefore I may fafely aver, 
^^ that Booth ihewed hiqifelf tbrice the a^or that he could 
^^ in Cato, and yet his merit in adding Cato need not be di- 
** miniflied by this comparifon. Wilks often regretted that 
*^ in tragedy he had not the full and ftrong voice of Booth, 
<^ to command and grace his periods with. But Booth ufed 
** to fay, that if his ear had been equal t« it, Wilks had 
'* 'voice enough to have ihewn himfelf a much better trage- 
*< dian. Now though there might be fome truth in this, yet 
*.< thefe two aAors were of fo mixed a merit, that even in; 
^ tragedy the fuperiority was not always on the fame fide* 
** In forrow, tendernefs, or jrefignation, Wilks plainly had 
*^ the advantage, and feemed more pathetically to feel, look, 
^* and exprefs his calamity. But in the more turbulent 
^* tranfports of the heart, Booth again bore the palm, and 
^ left aJl competitprs behind bim/' 

BOR. 
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BORDONE (Paris) an excellent Italian painted was 
born at Venice, about the year 1512 j and being de^cenAed 
of a noble family, was brought up to letters, muikk^ ^nd 
other genteel accomplKhments. He was a difciple of Titian, 
and flourifhed in the time of Tintoret ; but was more eom- 
mended for the delicacy of his pencil, than the purity <rf 
bis outlines. He came into France to thecourt of FraHcts I. 
with whom he was in great favour and efteem ; and for 
whom, befides abundance of hiftories, - he made thitf portraits 
of feveral court-ladies in fo excellent a manner, that oiigtnal 
nature was hardly more charming. From France he return- 
ed home to Venice, laden widi honour and riches ; and 
having acquired as much reputation in all parts of Italy, ai 
he had done abroad, be died in the year 1587, aged 75 
years. 

BORELLI (John Axphonso) a famow phildfopHer and 
mathematician, born at Naples the 28th of January 1608. 
He was profeiTor of philofophy and mathematicksr in feme 
of the moft celebrated univerfities of itidy, efpecially at Flo- 
rence and Pifa, where he became highly in favour with the^ 
princes of the houfe of Medicis ; but iKiving beM Engaged 
in the revolt of Meffina, he was obliged to retire to IU)tee, 
where he fpent the remainder of his life under the prete6!ion 
of Chriftina queen of Sweden, who honoured him With her 
friendOiip, and by her liberality towards hrm; fbflttsi^ the 
rigour of his bard fortune, He cominued two yeaitl'ih the 
convent of the regular clergy of St. Pantaleon, edited the 
Pious Schools, where he inftru<9jed the youth in matheWlttical 

NiceroD ^^^i^s. Hc died there of a pleurify the 31ft of 'D*ceferiber 

torn. 18* p. 1679, in the 7 ad year of bis age (a). 

»57,»5«: BOR- 

edxt. Paris 

(a} Borelli le^t the followir^ cvram* in geemetricf s^ tistfiidntf eon« 

works. * tulit et notas ubcriores io wmveifuni 

X. Le caufe cMle febri mallgni. opus adjecit. Floren. i66r4 foL 
1649. in itmo. 4. 'Hieoriae Medicorum i*kineta- 

a. EucUdes reftttnms, &c« Fifa nertn ek eatiiis phyi^cis deduft^fe. Flor. 

1668. in4to. i666. 4to. 

3. Apollonii Fergxi conicorum 5* De vi pereudloms. Bftk^ifii 

IJbri 5, 6,& 7, pafaphrafte AbaTpha- 1S6;, 410. This piece wasreprjnt- 

to Afpaitatienfi nine primtim edhi. til whh his famous treatife th Mota 

Addituft in cake Archime^ttt aflliilip- Animaliuni, and rhat t>t tAtWombus 

torum liber, ex codacibii& ArabicM, ilatCRfllibut^ ill 1 6K6. 
MSS. Ser. D. Etrurix. Abrahamos 6. O0%r¥attoii«e irrt^mo itbt'Mri 

^cchcUenfis Maronita tadnos redfdt- ineguali degli.occr. TkU ^eee wa<^ 

.dir. Joannes Al^hohftis Borettos m inferied in the joumal of Rome, for 

Pifana academia Mathefeos pfofciioi tb^ y6a# 'il6f . 

7k ^ 
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7^ Pie motiooijbus naturali^us de breviort mQthodo dfmonftraea. Print- 

{Fa vita te pendentibus. Re^io Julio ed at Aome in 1^79 in i2mo. at th9 ' 

2670. 4to.. ' end o^ the 3d edition of iiis ^itclides 

D. Meteorologia iEtneay &c. Regio reflkutus. 
Julio j(^7{>. 4to. II. Tra^fttHf dufikx d6 «i per* 

9. (j^ervationc deli* eccli(ri hina- cuilJonif> &c. cum re/poaTionibiis ad 
re, ^tta in Roma da gio Alph, Bo- Stephani de Ang^elis anii^aadveriiones 
relli la fera degli 11 Gennaro 1675. in Ubrum de vi percufliones. Leydea 
Inferted in the jovrnal of R^me 16S6. 4to. 

^75- P' 34* ' It. l>e rerum uAi judidiMR. ^tra^ 

10. flementa conica. Apollonii burgh 168^. Svo. 
Pergaei, et Archimedis opera nova et 

BORG ARUTIUS (Prosper^ ae eminent Italwn pJjyfi- 
ciao, who lived in the fixteenth century, and publifhed fon^ 
works'; the firft of which was a treatife of anatomy. Bayfe't 
He compofed it in his native language \ and finding it well ^»^« 
received, he tranflated it into Latin, with the addition of fe- 
veral new obfervatipns, which he had ma^e whil^ he taught 
anatomy at Padua. He not only communicated to the publick 
the difcoveries he had made by the difleftion of bodies, but 
fludied medicines alfo, and printed fomething on that fub- 
je(a. He took a journey to the court of France in the year 
^567 J and found at Paris the manufcript of the Chirurgia ^ 
IWagna of Vefalius. He bought k j and, then correfting 
and digefting it into order, he publiihed it at Venice in tl^ 
year 1569, m 8vo. The trouble he was involved in during 
the printing of his own treatife of anaitomy, and the vexation 
he met with from the printers, made him in a fret take an 
pathf that he would never more have any thing to do with 
them. When he was got from under the prefe, he broke 
his word ; and in this compares himfelf to thofe women, wba 
in the p^n« of 9hitd|birth proteft, they wiil never expofe 
themfelves to the lijce any more, neverthelefs, when the pain 
is Qve):, forget their proteftations. Every body knows the Epift.Dedk. 
ftory of the woman, who made a proteftation oi this nature : Chirurgiae 
who yet Ayas hp fooner delivered, than flic defjred, that the *^°*' 
Wefled candle, which was burning on the table, might be 
put out; *'for, fays (he, it may ferve me another time," 
It is weil known, fays Mr. 3ayle, that there ar« particulaL 
and indifpenfable reafons, which very juftly difcharge a wo-, 
man from any thinj, fljQ may have fworn on fuch an occa- 
fibn. It is not, fays be, the fame thing, ^s it is with vows 
made at, fea in a ftorn^i which *re c^rompijly jfwgot, .^ 
foon as the parties arc fafe 041 (bore.. 
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BOROlA (Caesar) a natural fon of pope Alexander 
VI. was a man of fuch condud and charader, that Ma-* 
chiavel has thought fit to propofe him, in his famous book 
called << The Pnnce/' as an original and pattern to all 
princes, who would zSt the part of judicious tyrants. What 
.year he was born in, we do not find : but he was at his fti«p 
dies in the univerfity' of Pila, when Alexander was eleded 
poptf which was in Aueuft 1492. Upon the news of his 
father's advancement, he banifhed all thoughts of the private 
condition of life, he had hitherto been in ; and full of ambi-^ 
tion and the higheft notions, as if himfelf was to be made 
emperor of the world, he haftened diredly to Rome. Alex- 
ander received htm with formality and coldnefs, which, whe- 
ther it was real or only aile£ted, is not eafy to determine. 
Caefar however took it to be real ', and greatly difgufted al 
well as difappointed, went immediately and complained to 
his mother Vanozza. Vanozza comforted him ; bid him not 
be caft down ; and told him, that (he knew the pope's mind 
better than any body, and for what reafons his holinefs bad 
given him that reception. In the mean time the court-flat- 
terers foUicited the pope to make Caefar a cardinal, which 
' the pope abfolutely refufed ; neverthelefs, that he might not 
feem altogether forgetful of him, he created him archbifhep 
of Valenza, a benence which his holinefs had enjoyed in his 
younger days. This preferment was by no means acceptable 
to Caefar, yet he thought proper to take up with it.; fince the 
pope, he found, was determined to confer the beft of his fe- 
cular dignities on his eldeft fon Francis, who at that time 
was maoe duke of Gandia by Ferdinand king of Caftile and , 
Arragon. 

Alexander VI. had five children by his miftrefs Vanozza ; 
Francis and Caefar, already mentioned, two other (bns, and 
a daughter named Lucretia. Francis was a gentleman of a 
fine difpofition, of probity and real goodnefs, and in every 
refpect quite oppofite to his brother Caefar ; but C»far feems 
to have poffeflcd abilities fuperior to thofe of Francis : which 
made a certain hiftorian fay, *< that Caefar was great among 
•* the wicked, and Francis good among the great.*' Caefar 
however was the mother's favourite, as having a temper and 
princijiles more conformable to hers : for which reafon, at 
the time when Alexander was undetermined, on which of 
thefe brothers he fhbiild beftow the cardinal's cap, Vanozza 
declared herfelf in favour of Caefar, who was accordingly 
made a cardinal i& die fccond year of Alexander's pontificate* 

Froa 
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Fiom henceforward he acted in concert with his father, and 
was a great inftrument in executing all the fchemes of that 
moft wicked pope : for he had not the ieaft grain of virtue or 
goodnefs in the make of him, nor was there any thing too 
atrocious for him to perpetrate, if it could but tend to make 
him a great and formidable tyrant ; for that was the fole ob- 
jea of his ambition. This put him upon the murder of hia 
elder brother Francis, duke of Gandia. All the fecular dig- 
nities, which then were much more coveted than the eccleu- 
aftical, were heaped upon Francis ; and this obftructed Cse- 
far's projects fo intirely, that he was refolved at all adventures 
to remove him. It was in the year 1497, ^^^^ hiring aflaf* 
fins, he caufed him to be murdered, and thrown into the 
Tiber ; where bis body was found fome days after, full of 
wounds and extremely mangled. The pope was afflicted to 
the laft degree ; for though he made ufe of Caefar as the 
abler, he loved Francis as the better, man. He caufed 
therefore ilrict enquiry to be made after the murderers ; upon 
which Vanozza, who for that and other reafons was juflly 
fufpected to be privy to the aiFair, went privately to the 
pope, and ufed all the arguments ihe could, to dilluade him 
from fearching any further. Some fay, that (he went fo far 
as to aflure his holincfs, that if he did not defift, the fame 
perfon, who took away his fon's life, would not fpare his 
own. 

Caefar, who now fucceeded to his brother's fortunes and 
honours, began to be tired of ecdefiaftical matters, and grew 
' quite fick of the cardinalate ; for which reafon he determined 
to th^ow it oiF as foon as poilible, that he might have the 
greater fcope fo" practifing the excelTes, to which his natural 
ambition and cruelty prompted him : for cruel as well as am- 
bitious he was in the higheft' degree. It is incredible, what 
numbers Ke caufed to be taken off by poifon or the fwonl ; and 
it b notorious^ that fwarms of aflafiins were conftantly kept 
in pay by him at Rome, for the fake of removing all, who 
were either obnoxious or inconvenient to him. Getting rid 
of the cardinalate, he was foon after made duke of Valen- 
tinois by Lewis XIL of France : with whom he entered into 
a league, for the conqueft of the Milanefe. From this time 
he experienced various turns' of fortune, and was fometimes 
very profperous, fometimes much otherwjfe. He very hardly 
efcaped dying of poifon in the year -1503 : for, having con* 
certed with the pope a defign of poifoning nine newly cre- 
ated cardiJials at once, for ttte fake of pofieffing their ef- 

fefts. 
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fects^ the poifoned wine, defiined for the purpo/e. Was t)^ 
miftake brought to and drank by themfelves. The pope 
died of it ; but Caefar, by the visour of his youth, aiki the 
force of antidotes, after n^any Struggles, recovered. He 
only recovered to outlive bis fortune and grandeur, to fee 
himfelf deprefled, and his enemies exalted ; for he was ibon 
after divefted of all his acquifitions, and fent a prifoner to 
Spain, in order to free Italy from an incendiary, and the 
Italian princes from thofe dangers, which the turbulent and 
reftlefs fpirit of Caefar made them fear, even though he was 
unarmed. He efcaped from thence, and got (afe toNavarre 
to king John his brother-in-law, where he met with a very 
friendly reception. From hence he dei^>ed to go into 
France; and there, with the affiilance of Lewis, to ti^, if 
he could once more re-eftabliih his fortune. But Lewis 
< refufed to receive him, not only becaufe he and Spain had ^ 
Concluded a truce, but becaufe they were alfo at enmity 
with the king of Navarre. Nay, the French king, in order 
to gratify Spain, had confifcated Caefar's duchy of Valoi- 
tinois, and taken away the yearly penfion, which he had 
from France. So that Caefar, in a poor and abandoned con- 
dition, without revenue or territory, was forced to be de- 
pendent upon his brother-in-law, who was then at w^r 
with his fubje£ls« Caefar ferved as a volunteer in that war; 
and, while the armies were engaged in battle, and fighting 
under the walls of Viana, was killed by the ftrpke of a 
gianette. This happened upon the 12th of March 1507. 
Caefar Borgia took thefe words for his device, ^^ aut Cxiar 
*^ aut nihil j" which gave occaflon to the fpUowing epigri^ns: 

% 
I. 

** Borgia Caefar erat, faAis tt pomine Caefar ; 
*' Aut nihil, aut Caefar, dixit ; utrumque fuit. 



*' Aut nihil, ai|t Caefar, vult dici Borgia : qirid ai, 
^^ Cum fimul et Casfar poffit, et efTe nihil. 

3- 
" Omnia vincebas, fperabas omnia, Caefar :' 
•* Omnia deficiunt, incipis effe nihil." 
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fiOkLACfe (Dr. Edmund) fon of fir John BorlacCi 
tnafter of the ordnance, and one of the lords juflices of 
Ireland, was born in the beginning of the eighteenth 
tentury, and educated at the univerfity^f Puhlin. Then 
he travelled to Leyden, where he commenced dodor oiF 
phyfick in the year 1650. He was afterwards admitted Wood^s 
to the fame degree at Oxford. At Jaft he fettled at^tlieiii 
Chefter, where he pra£lifed phyfick with great reputation *** • 
and fucteis ; and where he died in the year 1682. Among 
&veral books which he wrote and publifiied, are, i. ** La- 
^^ tham Spaw in Lancafhire : with fome remarkable cafes 
" and cures efFe(3ed by it." Lond. 1 670, 8vo. Dedicated to 
Charles carl of Derby. 2. ^' The Reduction of Ireland to 
" the crown of England : with the governors fince the con- 
*^ queft by king Henry II. ann. 1172, and fome paflages in 
*' their government. ^ A brief account of the rebellion, ann.- 
" dom. 1 64. 1. Alfo Ae original of the univcrfity of Dublin^ 
** and the college of phyficians." Lond. 1675, in i large 
odavo. 3. /^ The Hiftory of the execrable Irifli Rebellion, 
^' traced from many preceding z&s to the grand eruption 
"Oa. 23, 1641 5 and thence purfucd to the aft of fettle- 
" mcnt 1672." Lond. 1680, folio. Mr. Wood tells us> 
that much of this book is taken from another, entitled, 
" The Irifli Rebellion j or, ' the hiftory of the beginnings 
\^ and firft progrefs of the general rd>ellion raifed within the 
" kingdom of Ireland 0<5t. 23, 1641." Lond. 1646, 4to: 
written by fir John Temple, matter of the rolls, one of his 
majefty's privy counql in Ireland, and father of the cele* 
hrated fir William Temple. 4- ^' Brief Refle£lions on the 
^^ earl of Caftlehaven's memoirs of his engagement and 
" carriage in the war of Ireland. By which the govern* 
^^ ment of that time, and the juftice of the crown fioce^ 
^^ are vindicated from afperfions caft upon both/' Lond^ 
1682, 8vo. 

BORRI (Joseph Frahcis) a famous chymift^ quac{c, 
and heretick, was a Milanefe, and born in the begin- 
ning of the feventeenth century. He finifhed his ftiidies 
in &e ieminary at Rome, vrhere the jefuits admired him as a 
prodigy for his parts and memory. He applied himfelf to, 
chymiftry, and made fome difcoveries ; but plungins himfelf 
into the mod extravagant debaucheries, he was oblis^d iat 
laft to take refugp in a church. ' This was in the year }^S4* 
A little while after, be fet up for a religious man ; and me6k* 
Uz an appearance of great zeal, he lamented the corrupt 

Vol. II. T lion 
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tjon of manners, which prevailed at Rome, faying, ikat 

the diftcmper was cortie to the height, and that the tipi« 

oF the recbvery drew near : a happy time, wherein Acre 

Would be but one fhecpfold on the earth, whereof the^K>{it 

Bon-rsLifc, ^as to be the onlyjSlepherd. ** Whofoevcr fhall reftrfc, faid 

MrB^le^'^ *' ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ '"^^ ^^^^ (heepfold; (hall be deftroyed by tb# 

^ • <« pope's armies. Qod h^s prcdeftinatcd me to be the gcnc- 

*• ral of thofc armies : I am fure, that they (hall want no- 

" thing. I fhall quicWy fini(h my chymicdl labours by tbe 

*« happy produftion of the philofophers (lone; and by that 

" means I (hall have ^s much gold, as is neceilary for the 

** bufinefs. I am fure of the affiftance of the angels^ and 

** particularly of that of Michael the archangel. When I 

«« began to walk in the fpiritual life, I had ^ vifion in the 

•* night, attended* with an angelical* voice, which afllired me, 

•• that I (hould becorte a prophet. The (ign that was given 

*♦ me for it was a pahn, that feemed to me quite furrbonded 

•^ with the light o/ Partidife.*' 

* He communifcated to his confidents iJicrevelations^ which 
He boifted to have redeived^: but after the death of Innocent X. 
finding that the nev^ pope Alexander VII. renewed the tribu- 
nals, and caufed more care to be-takehof every things he 
defpaired of fuccccding here; and' therefore left Kome, ?nd 
returned to Milan." he afted the devotee there, and by that 
meanfe gained credit with feveral people; whom he caufed to 
perftjrm certain cxercifes, which carried a wonderful appear- 
anee of piety.' He engaged the members of his new congre- 
gation^ to take an oath of fecrecy to him ; and when he ftmod 
them confirmed in the belief of his extraordinary tnrfion, he 
• prefcribed to them cert;|iri vows by the fuggeftion of his angef, 
as he pretended. One of thofci voWs was that of poverty i 
for the p^formance of which he caufed all the money thai 
everyone had to be configned to himfelf; The defign of difs 
crafty impoftor was, in cafe he could get a fuiEcient nuhtber 
of followers, tp appear, in the great fquare of Milan ; thert 
to reprefent the ahu^s of the ecclefiafHcal and fecular go- 
vernn^ent ; to e^coiira]^ the people to liberty j and then, 
oroftffing himf<^lf of the city and country of MHafn, to jur- 
ni^ \\h cpnquefts as weH as he could; Biit his defi^ W- 
carried*by\the imprifonment of fome bf hfe^difciples ; ' aiJAfai 
foonr'as he few thatfirftftep of thetnqmfition/he'fied'lWA 
aH ^a^inahle hafte* They proceeded afgiirift him for- dgp- 
tumaty in 1659, and ^660 j and he was 'xondemwl^^an 
hetetrclc, and burnt ih effigy, with his writrtigs, in the ftH 
•f FIbfa at Rt)me, -on the 3d of January' 166 r; ^e is «• 

' '• ported 
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f6tii^ ib Have laid, that ** he never Vvas fp cold in his lifei 

*^ as on the day that he was burnt at Rome." A piece pj 

^\ty however, which has been afcribed to fever^l others, ^Ifo 

had (fixated a treatife on his fyftem to his foKowers : but tOQi^ 

it from them, as fooh as he perceived^ t^e, morons of .tn<j "^ 

iiiqiiifiti6ni arid hid all his papers in a nunnery. From tlieocq[ 

they^felf into the hands of the tnquifitioh, and were foMm 

tod'oritaiA doftrlnes very abfurd and very irppidus : as, " ^na| \ 

"the Son of God, through an ambitious princi^le^. and, tc^ 

" become equal to his Father, moved him. to create beii:^g&i^ 

" tl^t Lucifer's fall proceeded from his rcfiifing to ador^ J^fj^ 

" Chrift and the Hgfy Virgin in idea ; .thaSf <he angels, wno 

*^ adhered to Lucifer,^ remain in the air*; that God madeM^e - 

^' of tile miniftry of rebellious ange]§ For the creation^ of 

•' aniriiais and elements ; that the fouls of beafts sie a prg^ . , 

** duftion,^^ or rather an emanation, of the^fuBftance, of tht 

** wicked* angels, which is the reafon why they are .ftiort^L^ 

*' that the holy virgin. proceeded from the bofom o^ the;ai- 

^^ vine nature, and was a real gpddefs, fince otherwile ilif 

" could not be the fpoufe of the holy ghoft, bckaufe of tlie 

<« difproportion of natures,** &c. . " ^ -^ ^"^'» ^^* 

ttorri ftaid fome time in the city of Strarturgh^ to wlilc^ 
he i)ad fled ; and where he found fome aililla^ce ^nd fupport^ 
as well becaufe he was jjerfccuted by the ihfjuifitionj as b^ 
caufe he was reputed a great chymift. fiiit this was not ^ 
theatre large enough for Borri : he went therefore to Amftefj* 
dam, where he made a gr^aC n6ife# Here he appeared in ^ 
ftatclyjand fplendid equipage, and took upon him thp title^C^ 
excellency : people flQcked to him, as to the pjftyficjan wpb 
could cure all difeafes j and propofals were coqc^ted for 
mar/yi^e him to great /ortunes, &c. But tl&e ^4tlbs. turned, 
and hts reputation began to fink^ either becaiilehis miracles, 
as Mr. *Bayle fays, no longer foundf any credit, or becaufe his 
faiffi could work no more miracles. In fliort, he broke j and Baylc, &c. 
fled in tlie night from Amfief^am, with, a great niaoy jeWeb 
arif fums of niioney, iyhich he had pilfered, ^ He went t6 
Hanib^rgh, where qiieen Chrjilina was ^t^ that time. ^He 
put titnilerf under her protection ; ahd perJiia(^<:4 her to venture 
agi-e^ deal of money, in order to find .put di^ philofopher s 
tfohe: wiiich. as the reader will eafily* ipMgir^, tame tp 
'noflring. Afterwards he we At to Copeql^^ji, and infpireji 
|Jis Diuiifli'majefty to fearcli .for tlie fanie '.fecret j by^hicl^ 
toearis he acquired that prince's favQur^'far, ^s to become 
Vefy odipus to all the great peffoiis of the kin^om. Imme- 
diately ^cr the' deatn- of the king, whom he had (Jut upon ■ 

T 2 gre^t 
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Seat expences in.vain, he left Denmark for fear of beitrg 
iprifoncd, and refolved to go into Turkey. Being come 
to the frontiers at a time, wh^n the confpiracy of Nad^, 
Sefini, and Frangipani, was difcovered, he was taken fo( 
bne of the accomplices, and fecured ; and his nao^e was 
fent to his Imperial majefty, to fee if he was one of the con* 
Q)irators. The pope's nuncio had audience of the eropcror 
^t the fame time that this information arrived ; and, as fbon 
as he beard Borri mentioned, he demanded, in the pope*s 
name, that the prifbner fhould be delivered to htcn. The 
emperor confented to it, and ordered, that Borri fliould be 
fent to Vienna; and afterwards, having firft obtained fcom 
the pope a promife, that he fhould not be put to death, be 
jfent hini to Rome ; where he was tried' and condemned to 
perpetual confinement in the prifon of the inquifition. He 
iijlt, &c. made abjuration of his errors in the month of October 1672. 
Some years after he obtained leave to come out; to attend 
the duke d*£(lr£e, whom all the phyficians had given over*, 
and the unexpeAed cure he wi'ought upon him occafioned it 
tQ be faid, that an arch-heretick had done a great miracle in 
Itome* It is faid alfo, that the queen of Sweden fent for him 
fomctimes in a coach ; but that after the death of that prin- 
cefs, he went no more abroad, and that none could fpeak 
with him, without fpecial leave from the pope. The Utrecht 
Gazette, as Mr. Bayle relates, of the 9th of September, 
1695, informed the publick, that Borri was lately dead in 
the cattle of St. Angelo, being fevehty-nine years of age. 
It feemSy that the duke d'Eftree,* as a recompence for recover- 
ing him, had procured Borri's prifon to be changed,^ from 
that of the inquifition to the caflle of St. Angelo. 

Some pieces were printed at Getieva in the year 1681, 
vAiich are afcribed to him; as, i. Letters concerning cbe- 
miflry; and, 2. Political Refleaiohs. The firfl of thcfe 
works is intitled. La chiavi del' gabinetto del cavagliere Gio- 
feppe Francefco Borri Milanefe; the fecond, Iftruziom 
politicke, del cavagliere G. F. B. M. date al re di t)animarca. 
Wciearn froni the life of Borri, that when he was at Siraf- 
lurg, he publifhed a letter, which * went all over the world. 
Two other of his letters are faid to have beeii printed 2^ Co- 
penhagen, in the year 1699, and infcribed to Bardiolinus; 
one of them, De ortu cerebri, et ufu medico ; the other, 
Dc artificio oculoruih humores reftituendi. The Journal 
'des SavanS) bf the 2d of Septenlber 1669, fpeaks hill/ of 
thefe two letters. Konig afcribes alfo another piece to mn)> 
intitled. Notitia gentis Burrhorum. Monfieur Sorbiere faw 

• ' ' Borr 
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fiorri at Amfterdam, and bas loft us a defcription and cha- 

cader of him. He fays, that <^ be was a tall black man, 

'V pretty wellihaped, who wort good cloaths, and fpent a * 

^ good deal of money : that he did not want part^ and had , 

^ feme learnif^, was without doubt fomewhat ikilled in 

*^ chymLcal preparations, bad fome koowle(^e in metals, 

** fome methods of imitating pearls or jewels, and, it may 

^ be, fome purgative and ftomacbick remedies : but that he 

^< was a quack, an artful impoftor, who pradlifed upon the 

^ credulity of chofe, whom he flood moft in need of; ofsorbiere^ 

'^ merchants) as well as princes, whom he deluded out of Relation 

" great fums of money, undler a pretence of difcovering the f^^^^T?* 

^ philofopher's done, and other fecrets of mighty import- tcrre^"p, * 

" ance: and that, the better to carry on this fcheme of X5S* 

^' knavery, he had aflumed the ma(k of religioa." ^~ 

iBORRICHIUS, one of the learnedeft men of his age^ 
the ion of a Iqtheran n^inifter in the diocefe. of Ripen, in 
Denmark, born April the 7th, 1626. He was fent to the 
univerfity of Copenhagen in 1644, where he r^ained fix 
years, during which time he applied himfelf to many differ^t 
fiudies, but chiefly to phyfick. He taught publickly in his 
college, in which capacity he acquired the charafter of a man 
indefatigable in labour, and of excellent morals. He gained 
thereby the efieemof Cafpar Brochman, biihop of Zealand, 
and of the chancellor of the kingdom, by the recommenda* 
tion of whom he obtained the canonry of Lunden. He was 
offered the redtorihip of the famous fchool of Heflow, but 
refufed ijt, havijig formed a defign of travelling and perfect 
tiag his ftudies in p^vfick. He began to pra3ife as a phy* 
fician during a moft terrible plague, in Denmark, which 
made gre^t h^vock in the capital city. The contagion being 
ceafed, he prepared for travelling as he intended ; but was 
obligejd to defer it for ibme time, Mr. Gerftorf the firil 
nuaper of flate, having infifted on his refiding in his houfe 
in the quality of tutor to his children* He continued in this 
capacity five years, and then fet out iipon>bis travels: before 
his depiarture he had the honour to be appointed profeflTor in 
poetry, chymiftry, and botany* He left Copenhagen No- 
vember 1660, and after having vifited feveral. emihent.phy* 
ficiaus at Hamburgh, he went to Holland, where he con* 
tinued a confiderabT(; time. He went from thence to the Low 
Countries, to England, and to Paris, where he remained 
two years. He viiited alfo feveral other cities of France, afid 
at An^rs he had a do£lor's degree in phyfick conferred upon 
T 3 Jijm. 
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him. He afterwards pafTed the Alps, and arrived at Rome 

in O£lober 16615, where hetiemained till the end- of March 

l666^ Whien be was obUged to fct ogt for Deilmark. He 

fiafiibd through Germany and arrived in his native country in 

OAober 1666. I'he advantages whith Borrichius res^ 

m his travels weia very confideraUe, for he had made him- 

ielf acquainted with all the learned men in the diderent cities 

through which be pafltd. At his return to Denmark he re- 

fiimed bis profeflbrfliip^ inthedtfchargeof which he acquired 

great reputation, for his affiduity, and univer&l Jearning) 

and the books which he published are proofs thereof (a). 

He was raifed to the office of counfelior in the fupream coun- 

cirof juftice in 1686, and to that of cpunfellor of the niyal 

^mchluft chancery in 16S9. This fame year he had a (evere attack 

de vita Aia^ of tfafi Aonc, and the pain every day encreailng, h> was 

^felted in obliged tobexutior it; the operation however did not fiic- 

Dcliciaram cecd, the ftone being fo big, that it could not be extraflcd. 

Po€torum {Ic borc this affli£libn with great conftancy and refolution 

panorura. ^ ^is death, which happened on the third of Oflober 

J633. 1690, • ■ ' ■ 

(a) The iQoftrtauirkaWecf which 8» ConrpeAus fcriptonmt chemi- 

arc as follow : coruin niui|riorum. 

' " I. Cabala cara^cralis. 9. 9revi$ confpcdtua fcriptonim 

2. ' bifput^tio d^ artis poeticae na- latinae linguae pl-eilantiorum. 

tnra. 10. De ahtiqua urbis ^oms facie 

^3. Diflibrtationes academicae. ' diflcrtatio. 

4, Parnaflus in nvpp. ii* Tra^ati^s de ufa plaotanim 

5. Diflertatio de ort^ et progreifu , indigenaruro in medidna. 
fchcmicae. * 12. Docimaste ^ metallica cUre et 
- 6. Hermetis, -ffigyptiorum ac compendiore tradita. 

Iiheroicorum fapj^ntia ab Hennanm The titles of 4hc reft of hb per- 
Conringii animadveriioi^ibu^ vindii- , formancies may be feen iifJohnMdl- 
cata, krus's Spicilcg. liyy^Os^V^^^ 

' 7, Cogitationei dc yariu latinae fcriptis Danorum, P* 3§f 
linguae aetatibtrs, - * ' ' 

BOS^ (John Baptist Du) a celebrated member ic^ the 
French academy, was born at Beauvais in thW ytix 1670; 
and defc^nded from wealthy and reputable* ^arehts, his father 
Claude du Bos being a merchant, and- a confiderable magif- 
tratein the tewri* Jfehn Bdptift was fent to Paris' tt)fini|li 
hisfludies, and was admftled a batchelptof the Sorbonnc in 
the; year i69i. In 1895, he wis- made one qfthecom- 
mittee^ for fofeigi>«flairs under Mr?Torcy, apd was ^cr- 
wardsr charged with fome important trartfaft ions in G^tti^1\ 
|t4ly,^i£ngland, 4n4 HoH^nd. '-hx bi§ return to Pans,'li^ 
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was^ handfomeiy preferred, made an abbe, and had axonfl- 
deraWe penfion fettled on hJm. H^ was chofen perpetual fe- 
Cfetary of the French academy ; and in ihfs fitua'ion he' died 
at Paris, upon the 23d of March 1742. His principal works 
are, i. " Critical Reflexions upon poetry and painting r" the 
beft edition of which valuable and elegaht worlc rs that of 
Paris, 1740, in three vohimes, i2rno. 2. ** A criticat hif- 
" tory of the eftablifliment of the French Monarchy among 
** the Gauls :" the beft edition 1743, in two volumes, 4to. 
and four i2mo. 3. " The Interefts of England, ill urtdej- 
** flood in the preient vi^ar :*' printed in the year 1704. 4. 
** The hiftory of the four Gordians, confirmed ana illuftraf- 
** ted by medals." 5. ** The hiftory of the league of Camr- 
" bray, formed in the year 1708, againft the Republick of 
** Venice:" the beft edition 1728, in two volumes, l2mo. 

' BOSQUET, (Francis) bifliop 6f Montpelier, one 6f 
the moft learned prelates of France, in the re\^enteenth cen- 
tury. He was born at Narbonne, and had moft of hii edu- 
t^ribn in the college of Foix irt Touloufe, Before \it en- 
tered into orders, he had held very horlourable offices ; he 
had been iritendant of Guienne and Languedoc, folitrtof- 
gcnferal to the parliament of Normandy, and Was couufellor 
of ftatein ordinary, when he Was appointed *bifhop of L6- J®"*""^^ <^ 
deve in 1648, upon the refignation of John de Plarttavit,^*^'*^^^"^' 
his particular friend, but he did not take poflefTion 6f the 
fee, till January J 650/ About the beginning of the pontifi- 
cate of Alexander the Vllth, he went to Rome, where the 
facred college conferred upon him many marks of their ef- 
teem, and the pope (hewed a particular regard to him' pn 
many occafions. M. Bofquet, upon his return to France, 
Wastranflated to the biflioprick of Montpellier. During the 
fitting of the clergy of France at St;. Germains in 1675, he 
petitioned the king to give him his nephew, the abbe de Pra- 
del, as coadjutor in his fee, which his majefty granted; Frbm 
this time he lived retired in his diocefe till his death, which 
happened on the 24th of June 1676 (a), 

(a) He left the foflowJng works : ' 4, La vie dc S». Fuflci*arth 

'. PontiftconiiTt Romanorom, qui 5. Drfcoura 'ur la regale dims 

« GalKa orhmdi, in ea ftd^rttm, hif- raflemblie' du «lerg6 d< France, an. 

^»a abann. 131 5 ad aim. 1394. "i-^Sl* 
Paris 1^32, 6. Specimerv Iccmis hil^oricai ' car- 

a. Synopfis Icgum Micftacfis BeHu diftali« Mazarini* 
ftrh 1632:. There are Iikt wife tbm« p'«o« of 

3' Ecelefiae GallicaRsi hHlor. &c. his in manufxn'ift. 
*Vi« 1^3$, 

T 4 B03SU, 
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BOSSU, (RsNP le) bom tt Paris Q^arcb ^he i6At 1^3^ 
Hfi l^egan the couffc of I^is ftudies at Nanterre, where he 
difcovered an early'tafie for polite literature, and (bon ina^f 
furprizing proerefs in all theva|uab|e parts pf Ieari)ingi Ip 
I (^49, he left Nanterre^ and was ado^itted a c^on regular ip 
. the abbey of St. Gcneyieve the feventh of Jply, and after a 
yefir's probation took the habit in diis abbey. Here be 
applied with the utmoft aflidfiicy to the (ludy of philofbphy 
and divinity, in which he made great proficiency, and took 
upon him prieftV orders, March the 7th, 1657 ; b^t either 
cut pf inclination, or in obedience to tne comfpands of his 
fiiperiors, he refumed the belles lettres, and taught polite It- 

{erature with great fuccefs in feveral religious houies. Aftqc 
le had fpent twelve years in this manner, being tired of tiifi 
fatigue of fuch an employment, he gave it up, with a re(b- 
lution to lead a quiet and retired life. In his retirement he 
publifbed his Parallel, or comparifon betwixt the principles (tf 
Ariftotle's natural philofophy, and thpfe of Pefcartes^s (a). 
His intention in this piece was not to fhew the opppfition be« 
twixt the fyftems of tbefe t)vo philofophers, but rather to find 
out fome means to make them agree together, and to prove 
KIcenin, that they do not difFer fo much as is generally thought i but 
«piii.6:p!70. this produfiiofi of his was but indifferently received, eidier 
becaufe thefe two philofophers ' differ top widely to be recon- 
ciled, orbecaufe BoilTubad not made himfelf fuificiently ac* 
r. Cduraycr quainted with tlieir opinioi^s. The next treatife hie pubHihed 
^Intir?/ was that on epic poetry (b), which gained him great reputa- 
leBoOu/p. tion; Mr. Boileau fays it is one of the beft compofitsons oi) 
^9* • this fubjeft that ever appeared in the French language. A^r. 
^offu having met with a piece wrote by St. Solin againftthis 
gentleman , he wrote a confutation of it,for v^hich favour iBoileaii 
was extremely grateful, and it produced an intimate friend- 
|hip betwixt them, which continued tiil our author*s death, 
whic& happened oh the 14th of March, 1680, w:hen he was buf 
Ibid. forty^two years old. He left a vaft number of manufcript vb- 
t * liunes,' which arc kept in the abbey of St. John de Chartres. 

(a) Jt IS entitle, p4ira)lele det through feveral e()ition8. Then 

printfpes de la phyfique d*Ariflot^ was one printed at the Hag«e M 

«t de celle de Rene Dffcartes. Paris 1714 i this F. ie Courayer had C|ie 

2674. care of $ he Ims prefixed a diicomfe 

. • (b) Itis entitled, Traitedupoeme to the abbe de Morfaa^ containios 

ppique par )e R, P. le Boflu c|ia- an account of the treatiTe, and fom 

lioiiie regolier de Sainte Gep^vieve. encomiums upon it j and he k|t 

The dr^ edition was publi(hed at alib given Ciaime memoirs concemlitfi 

^arii in 4675, This work has gone Boflu's life. 
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" BOSQUET (James) bilhop of Meaux, born zt Dijon 

the 27th of September 1627* He received the firft rudimepts 

pf his education in the place of his nativity, and in 1649 

^s fent to Paris to finifh ^is ftudies at the college of Na^ 

yarre, where he foon gave great proofs of his abilities in his 

public exerctfes. In 1652, he received the degree of do£lor 

of divinity. Soon after he went to Metz, where he Was 

in^de a canon. Whilft he refided here, he applied himfelf 

chiefly to the ftudy of the holy fcripture, and the reading of thp 

fathers, efpecially St. Auguftin. In a little time he became 

a celebrated preacher, and was invited to Paris, where he 

had for h|s hearers many of the mod learned men of hi$ 

time, and feveral perfons of the firft rank at court. In Sep» . 

iember 16^9, he was created bifhop of Condom, and the 

^ihe month was appointed preceptor to the dauphin, which 

truft he difcharged in fuch a manner as gained him univerfal 

^pplaufe, and pope Innocent XL congratulated him on this 

pccafion, in a very genteel and polite letter. When he 

nad alipoft finished the education of this prince, he addrefled 

po him his Difcours fur THiftoire Univerfelle, which was 

publiifhed in x68i . About a year after he was made precep- ^ 

tor h^ gave up his bifhoprick, becaufe he could not refide in 

his diocefe, on account of his engagement at court. In 

1680, the king appointed him firft almoner to the dauphinefs, 

and the year after gave him the bifhoprick of Meaux. In 

1697 he was made counfellor of ftate, and the year follow- 

ing was appointed firft almoner to the duchefs of Burgundy* 

Nor did the learned world honour him lefs than the court, f6r 

be had been admitted a member of the French academy, and in 

the year 1695, at the defire of the doAors of the royal cdt- 

lege of Navarre, of which he was a member, the king con* 

ftituted him their fuperiqr. 

The writings of M. Boftuet had gained him no lefs fame 
than his fermons. From the year 1655, ^^ ^^^ entered the 
lift againft the proteftants ; the moft famous piece which 
he wrote againft them was his Refutation du Catechifme de 
t^aul Fferri. In 1671, he wrote another piece, entitled^ 
L'expofition de la do£lrine de Teglife catholique fur les ma«- 
tieres d'e controverfe.* This treatife had the approbation of 
the' biibops of France, as well as of the prelates and car- 
dinals of Rome. Innocent XI, wrote him two letter^ 
on the fubje^t, and the work was tranflated into moft of the 
European lan^ages ; M. TAbbe Montaign was the author 
pf the Englifh tranflation. He had brought back feveral to 
|hp l^omi^ church who had embraced the proteftant reli- 
gion? 
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fjioHy and it was for the bejiefit of fucb, that in 16S2 be 
publiihed his Traite de la communion ibus les deux el|»eces« 
sind his L^ettre paftorale aux nouveaux catholiques. In 1686, 
he publilhed his Hiftoire des Eglifes Froteftantes, for wfaich> 
as well as feveral other of his writings, he was attacked bj 
Meff. Jurleu, Burnet, Bafnage, and feveral other proteftant 
minifters. He always diftinguiihed himfelf as a zealous advo- 
cate for the catholic religion ; and fo great jvas his defire tp 
tring about a re-union of the proteftants with the church of 
kome, that for this purpofe he voluntarily offered to travel 
into foreign countries. He formed feveral fchemes to bring 
about fucn a reconciliation, which were approved of by the 
cbiirch of Rome, and might perhaps have had fome fuc« 
ccf9, had not the fucceeding wars prevented his putting 
them in executiot^. His writings in regard to the difputes 
with the proteftants, and againft Quietiim, make fevered vo- 
liimes. 

There arc extant of his feveral very celebrated funeral ora- 
tions, particularly thofe which he preached on the queen- 
mother of France, in 1667, ^^ ^^^ queen of England 1669, 
on the Dauphinefs 1670, on the queen of France 1683, on 
the princefs Palatine 1685, on chanjellor Le TelUer 1686, 
on the prince de Conde Lewis de Bourbon 1687. Nora- 
midft all the great affairs in which he was employed, did 
be neglect the duty of his diocefe. The Statuts Synodaux, 
which he publiKhed in 1691, and feveral other of his pieces, 
Ihew how attentive he was to maintain regularity of difci- 
pjine amongft the clergy, and all the monafteries under bisju- 
nf(ii«5tion, and this he did with fo much affability and difcretiofl 
ajp rendered him univeffally loved andrefpedled. After having 
Ipent a life wholly devoted to the fervice of the church, he 
died aft Paris the 12th of April 1704, in the 76th year of his 
fLgp^^ He was buried at Meaux, where his funeral was ho- 
noured" with the prefence-of mawy prelates his friends, and 
^n oratioii was pronounced in his praife by father de la Rue 
thp jefijit. The fame honour was Ukewife paid to his mc* 
ipary at 'Parisj^ in the college of Navarre, where cardinal 
Noaillqs pcrfori»ed" the pontine^ ceremonies, and the fune- 
ral oration was.fpoke by a doftor of the houfe. Nor was 
Romre^ilent in bis fyaife, for ap eulogium was fpoke to his 
mempry, and^ ivhar was unuAial,. it was delivered in thclta- 
Jiaii tongue, at t-he college de Piropaganda fide, by the cbc- 
vaM^r Maffei^ in prefence of feveral cardinals^ prelates, ani 
other perfons of the firftrank. Tt was aifiterwards printed a»i 
^dejdjc^tfU tQ b;s iliui^rious pupil the dauphin^ 



He Ipft^ many, works befidcs what we ^^^vp miBifiM^i 
an exad lift of whic^'hiaj^'tric ftkn in thb Journal des $avatis 
oFtbe iStIt of Sci)tenxfici: 1704, and rif th,e Memoircs «le 
Trevoux for the Monthof fJovcmber of the feme year^ •' 

BOSSUS (Mattmemt) a man cqiiafljr famous fpir Ki$ 
virtue ^n^ learning, f)orn at Vcrpna in 1427/ He was fcnt 
very young to M^hti to ftudy the* B^lle$ Lettres, under Fran- 
cis J^ilefphiis ^nd Pieter Perleon, where 1ie fna^^ axonfider- 
aHe J)rogrefs m his ftudics. Upon his return to Verona, h^ 
bb^an to turn his thou^ts to a religious lifd, and icccjrdingiy 
in t45^» he entered himfelf in the congregation of regular 
canons of Lateran. Timothy Mabh^u^, afterwards arch-* 
bjjhop of ^agufa,, was the perfon wKp firft pirompted. hip to' 
this reiblution, and. (boh ancr brought lf\n\ to Padga, where 
he taught divipity. Boffus owed muph to: him rn hi? kaovyr- 
ledgp of the fcienc^s, and the art of pr^aqhjng. In all the 
offices conferred upon him by his fupei;iors, he oehaved with 
great ze^\ and inteeri{:y. He repaired many houfes of his 
order, and particularly thp abby of PJefofi m Tufcany, for 
which ufe Cofmo cje Medicis gave him feVenty tboufah4 
crpvirns. When Pope Sixtus IV. came to the' pontlficajte, he 
formed a defign to check th<; irregularities of the nun$ of Ei- 
guria, and thefnejglilyourlng provinces, fip^uf was cl^argjsi 
with, the management of this affair, \^u\ <Jid npt prove fi 
foccefsful in this undertaking as could hive been wished ^ 
the pope, however, by way of recompence for his trouble^^ 
offered him a prela^mip, which Bofiiis woyld no( accept,' 
notwithftanding many preffing fbllicitations^ He vfzrfive. 
times vifitor to hjs order, and twice follicitor- general to the: 
cour^ of Rome, and was alfo fent on feverd. |(*piitaHons,* in cdfi di Ro- 
whr<?h he gave feveral proofs of hi$ .qJo<i^eqict, and ma^ny ^""^ Lyc«- 
other great qualities.' He died at Padua in 1502, ^t th^ ag^ ^^/'^tom' 
of feveiity five j he left feveral writing?. ( A-J *'' ' '2. /.'soT' 



(a) The moft remarkabte were in '410; ilk^-i^o^, to which is- pre-' 
hit dkilogiiet. ' fixed^ a Utttn f^ok a ppIiticUn cOiw 

, I, D« verts m^ figiinil^ribqf i$fiM eem^g t^^Mn 4P4 <lflsi9iioe 9f ow 

2. De inftituendo fapientia aoimo. ^ yerfu, , , ( , 

3. Dc tolcrandfs adveriis. ' ;' • Hisoi^tfoftii his ftrmons, and Ms 
4.^ De gerendo o^agiHratM juftitia- lettci^ liir^e,been printed often. 

tfip colQAda. ; .'A n^w qditlon of hjs >/tor^€ WfK| 
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BOUCHER (John) one of thofe pnwibtrs of die gpT- 
pd, wboy to their flume, have dif^raced it, by applying it 
to the purpofes of faftion, and to inflame men to war, in- 
ftead of perfuading them to peace. He was a do^r of the 
Sorbonae^ and curate of St Bennet a( Paris; and, in the 
time of the kagne, was 'a moft feditious and furious agent 
among the rebels. Their firft affembly was held in his 
apartment, in the college of Fortet, in the year 1585. 
It was he, who, by ordering the alarm-bell to be rung in his 
church on the 2d of September 1587, contribuited more than 
any body elfe to a commotion of the people; the confe- 
quences of which were fo ignominious to Henry Til. The fuc- 
ceis of that day made him more infolent ; and the next be 
preached violently againft the perfon of the king, and againft 
his counfellors. He did more than preach, he wrote; and 
puUiflied among other things a difcourfe on the juftice of 
depofing Henry HI. Hear what the excellent Thuanus fays 
of this moft infamous (atire ; for fuch it was nK>ft certainly. 
Hit* Lib. cc A more flagitious thing than this had not appeared in all 
"*' «< that time of exorbitant licentioufneTs. There the impu- 

^ dent brawler, rabula impudentiffimus, had in a moft re* 
^^ proachful manner afperfed the king with many abominable 
*^ and fliockine things : for which, as in his account, he was 
*< juftly excluded from the communion of the church, fo he 
<< concluded he had likewife loft all right to the kingdom, 
^* was lawfully depofed, and at^aft flain by the juft judgment 
♦« and impulfe of God." 

After the death of that prince he was ftill more impudent^ 
becaufe he could then fcreen himfelf under a pretence, that. 
the fucceftbr was afhiallv and notorioufly an huguenot. The 
pretence failed him, to his g^eat grief no doubt, when Hen* 
Tf JV^ profefled himfelf a Roman Catholick : neverthelels, 
tnat he might not want an obje£t for his factious and muti' 
nous ipirit, he perftfted in his opinion ; and ^ubliflied nine 
fermons to prove, that the abjuration of the Bearnois, fo he 
inlblently called Henry from hia being born \n Beami was 
but a feint, and that his abfolution was void. His fermons 
and libels were burnt, when the Parifians fubmitted to Henry ; 
but he continued in the party of the leaguers, and retired in- 
to the Netherlands with the Spanifli garrifon, which had 
been at Paris during the league. They marched out upon 
the 22d of March 1594. Boucher obtained a canonry at 
Toumay, and died dean of the chapter of that cit^ fifty years 
after; ** but very much altered in his humour,*^ lays Mestc- 
1^, ^^ being as zealous a Frenchman an^ong foreigners, as 

" hp 
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** be had been a furious Spaniard in France." This was but ^^^^ 

natural and conftftent; for, provided diere was but any thing CJmmol. ad 

to exercife a reftlefs and turbulent fpirit, what fignified it to^'^^S94^ 

Bouchet.what it was ? ** When one confiders,*' fays Mr. Bayle» 

^^ that the Spaniards not only gave a retreat, but alfo a ca^ 

^^ noniy, to fuch a man a^ Boucher ; nay, and, what was 

<* doing him'thegreateft honour, fulFered him to pronounce 

*^ at Tournay the funeral oration of , Philip II. one cannot for^ 

,^^ bear faying, that in this world all things are facrificed to 

<< policy and intereft, and that good, bad, right, wrong, 

]^^ juft, unjufti &c. are nothing but mere names, without a 

*< meaning.** 

BOUHOURS (Dominick) a celebrated French critick, 
was born at Paris, in the year 1628 ; and has by fome been Btiikt Juf*- 
cohfld^red as a proper perfon to fucceed Malher^e, who died mens im 
about that time. He was entered into the fociety of jefuits Savaaij 
at the age of fixteen, and was appointed to read ^^^ui^^J^'i. 
upon polite literature in the college of Clermont at Pftris^ 
where he had ftudied ; but he was fo inceflantly attacked with 
the head-ach, that hecould not purfue the deftihed tafk. He 
afterwards undertook the education of two fons of the duke 
of Lohgueville, which he difcharged with great applaufe. 
The duke had fuch a regard for Bouhours, that he would 
need^ die in his arms ; and the '* Account of the pious and 
«< chriHian death'*, of this great perfonage wafs the firft work 
which Bouhours gave tne publick. He was fent to Dunkirk 
to the popifli refugees from England ; and in the midft of his 
miffionary occupations, found 'time to compofe and publi^ 
books. Among thefe were Entretiens d*Arifle ^ d'tugene, / 

or, ** Dialogues between Ariilus and Eugenius ^V a workcf 
a critical nature^ and concerning the French language. His 
book was printed no lefs than five times at Paris, twice ^t 
Grenoble, at L^ons, at Brufiels, at Amfterdam, at Leyden, 
Sec. and embroiled him in quarrels with a great numoer <^ 
cenfbrs, with Menage in 'particular, who, however, lived sit 
friendihip with our author before and after* The fame of 
this piece, and the pleafure he took in reading it, recom- 
mended Bouhours fo effe^ually to the celebrated minifter 
Colbert, that he trufted him with the education of his foi^ 
the marquis of Segnelai. He wrote afterwards feveral other 
works; the chief of which are, 1. " Remarks and doubts 
' ^ upon the French language, z. Dialogues tipon the art 9f 
«* thinking well in works of genius. 3. The life of St. Ig- 
f< nadus« 4. The life of St. Frincls" XaVier, ap^iUe of t^e 

"Indies 
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^ Indies and of Japan.'* This laft wort was tran(Tatc(f Trom 
the f*rcnch into fenglifh by Mh Dr^den, and puBliffil^ k 
tendon in the year 1688, with a dedication prefixed, *to kiiji 
James the fecond's queen. To the above may be adjde^ 
** Ingenious thoughts of the ancients and inbd^rns j iii^eai- 
** ous thoughts of the fathers of the church j Ti*aririations 
** of many hooks of devotion j and at laR of tJie New 
•^ Teflament kfelf/' , 

The " Remarks and doubts upon the French langdigcl* 
has been reckoned obe of the moft confiderable of our au- 
thor's works ; and may be read with great advant^cf bjr 
thofe, who would perfedt themfelves in that tongue. Air. 
Menace, in his Obfervations upon the French language^, has 
given his approbation of it in tne following pailage. ^ The 
' " book of Doubts,"' ftys he, ** is 'written with grcal ele* 
^^ g^nce, and contains many fine obTervdtioiis. Arid as 
^^ Ahilotle has faid, that all reafonable doubt is the begin- 
'< ning of real l^iiowledgc, fo we niay fav alfo, that the 
<^ man, who doubts fo reafbnably as the autnor of this bdok, 
*^ is htmfelf very capable of deciding. ' For tlys reafori, per- 
,*^ haps it is, that fprgetting the title of his work, he dc- 
<< cides ofifner than at firft he propofed,'* Father Bouhoiire 
was the ^uthor of another work, which we have ifot^ n>en- 
.tioned above ; arici that is, *^ The art of pleafing in 6on- 
yVerlation," printed at Paris, in i6'88.i M. de la Crbfe, 

2 ho wrote the eleventh votdme bf the 6ibIiotheque Urirver- 
lle, has given an account' of it, which lie begins wftH this 
clogium upon the author. " A very little ifkill," fays he, ^* in 
*** ftilfc and. mantier will enable a reader to difcover the aiithor 
'^^ of this work. He will fee at once the firte, the ing^Tdus, 
** andf delicate turn^ the elegance and politeriefs of faffier 
^^* Bouhours. Add to this the manner of writing in dialogue, 
'*^ flie cuftom of quofing himfelf, the cblle£ling ({rpk'es of 
•/^..V^it, the tittle agreeable relations interfperfed, and* a cer- 
y* tain. mixture of gallantry and morality, whicti is altoge- 
•'^; tber peculiar to this jfefuit. This work is inferior to no- 
/* thing we have feen of father Bouhours. He treats in 
y^ twepty dialogues,' with an' sHr of gaiety, of every tfeing 
** which can find' a waj( into conversation ; and, though he 
'** avoids being fyftefnatlcaT, yet Ke gives hV reader fo uikfer- 
'*« fiand, that there is ;io fubjedl whatever, eitlier of dTvin'Ry, 
j^* philofophy, law, 'or phyfick, &c. but may be introcjiio^ 
^^* into converfafidn, provided it be done with cafe, polij?- 
*<^ nefs, and In 4 kn^an^r free from pedantry tind affe£ta- 

^ * « He 
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Be*ed at Paris, ?h the <yHege of CletitixtiU upon tW 
17th of May 1702, iti the 75th year of his age ; after uTtft 
fpent, fays Morcri, tinder fuch cbnftant and violent fits of 
the head-acB, that he had hut few intervals of perfefl eafcl 

BOULAI (CjfisATi Egassb dv) re^ftcr ^nd hiftofiogra- 
pher of the univei-fity of Paris, was profeffor of rhetoric many 
years in the college of NaVar^e. He publifhed a treatife of fhe* 
toric, intituled, SpecuWm Efoquentiae, which'waff valued. His 
Thefaurus Andquitatunf Romanarum, cam^ out in foIi6 at! 
Paris, 1650. Several law cafes of hrs compofing havebeei^ 
publiflied, relating to the differences, which arofe concern- 
ing the eleftion of the officers of the univerfity, and fucli 
Kke matters. Thefc works fhcw his zeal for letters, and the 
gi^t knowledge he had of the ufages and cuftoms of that 
nnhrerfity. But the work, for which he ought chiefly t6 be 
remen^ered, is, *' The hiftory of the univcrfity of P^tiiy^ 
which he piAliihed in fot volumes in folid. The firft part of 
it appeared fti the year i 665 ; but it feenis was dJfapprovddi 
for we find *' A Cenftire of the theological faculty at Paris,^ 

{lublilhed upon it in 1667, which was anfsvered by dii Bou^ 
ai the fame year. The impreffioii x)f it 'was Kopped fdrsaUiet 
fome* time ;' but the commiffioners appoihted by the Icing f6 JugemJnt 
examine what was already printed, and the author's dcfon> ^ ^*^^'?' 
rcport<a-that nothing could reafonably hiridier the impreffi6np.°J?; p^^.^ 
from beuig continued. •^The reiifbns," 'feys Mt. Bafllet; i7m! v 
•« for certfiiring that great work feert to dintmifli b/ degrees ; 
** and all of them, perhaps, may vanift at laft. And theA 
" the pUbliek, notwithftanding the ehdeavoun that have 
«* beeft ufed to the <i)ntraryv may h^ve a juft value fofi 
** work,' which is indeed a mixture of good and bad things^; 
*^ but it is otherwift vety ufefbl to giv^ ihformattdn of thi 
.** adidrt^ and writings of the learnol men 6f Ffince, arii 
*« creifiofthofe foreignets, who have appeidtd ih that ^^ 
" unh*ffity i5f the kingdom. - A\id injked they begin Co fay 
^ m>#,'*tfta* it is^a gocrt book, generrfly speaking ; ahd th*t 
" it contains many material pieces, whichit "^bSd be dlffi- 
«* cultto'ffiflSl elfewhere fo well colfeaed.'*''' Djr'Bouhi died 
upon Ae |S6tfr of Odobcr ^678. He ^as bbrjn^ in the vffli^ 
of St:'Blltcr> in thfe Lwer Maine j but we ^6 flotfind; ^ 
^hattear. t , - n. : ;::..; - r • 

BOUtAINVILBteRS ftfENRY tsix lord oT'^; Siiie, 
and art* eminent Frehch writer, was defeend^d ftom i very 
ancient And ni»bl^ fan^^j^aiid bora at St^-Saiib upon tlie %m 

of 
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of Ofiober ia the year i6c8. HMreducatbn was among; die 
IMO. nato- fathers of the oratory } where Ihc di%overed from his infancy 
tiqtie-Por. tbofe uncooidion abilities for which he was afterwa^^ds djftin- 
m*ad^mu g*"^^- ^^ applied himfelf principally to the moft tifeftil 9f 
2l ftudiesy the ftudy o^ hiftory : and his performances in this 
way are numerous and coniiderablo* He was the author of 
a hiftory of the Arabtkns ; Fourteen letters upon the ancieofi 
parliaments of France j a Hiftory of France to the reign of 
Charl^ Vin ; The ftate of France, with hiftorical memoirs 
concerning the amrient government of that mon^rehy to thcf 
time of Hugh Capet; *' written^ fays Mr. Montefquieu^ 
^^ with a fimplicity and honeft fireedofn^ worthy of that an- 
^< cient hoblefs from which their author was defcended*" Mn 
BouIainvilUers died at Paris upon the a3d of Jannary 1722^ 
aged fixty-four years ; and after his death was publilhed his 
^^ Life of Mahomet," which has made him pafs for no very 
good believer. He is fuppofed to have meant ill to Revela- 
tion in this work, which is looked upon rather as an apolo^ 
for Mahomet,. than a life of him; from this motive be k 
thought to have defended that impoftor farther, and to have 
placed him in a more advantageous light^ than any hiftorical 
teftimonies can juflify* It is very certain^ that both Maho- 
met and his religion have been {hamefully abufed and mifire- 
prefented by the greater part of thofe, who have written about 
them ; and it is well known, that the learned Adriaous Re- 
landusi who never was fufpeded of any difaflFedion to Chri£> 
tianity, wipte in^ book De religione Mohammedica, to vin- 
dicate them from fuch injurious mifreprefentations. Why 
might not the fame love of truth, and defire to render unto 
every man his due, move our author to undertake the (ame 
tafk r It is to be ob&rved, that this life of Mahomet is not 
intirely finifbed by Mr. BoulainviUiers ; who, as we leara 
from an advertifement prefixed to the Amfterchm edition oS 
J 730, 8vo^ died while he was employing himfelf npon the 
)aft yejirs of it. A Qiort and general account of it, b^wever^ 
W^ continued by another hand, and makes 9bp^t a, fixtb 
part of the whole. 

Befides thd*e which we have mentioned, Mr. BoulainviUiers 
.wrote feveral other works ; ^^ In which," (ays the author,* 
from whom I have extracted this fliort apcpunt, ** ope can* 
'^ not obferve widiout aftoniflunent, that the fai^e .perfo% 
*' who calls into queftion the moft inconteftible dogmas cl 
^ religion^, fliould blindly beKeve; jn tbe rev^jff pf jadfcial 
xya. .*' aftrology.'^ But he fhould have rfiment^ed^': ^lut this 
was far from being a Gngulari^ in BfjidainviSydlFpr j^^a if}t 
, . was 



fi o*ir II D O N. • ««9 

•trtt true, which we d6 not prefume to fay ; for that the great 
Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarine, and a thnufand others at 
that time in France, who had not a jot more religion than 
they, were yet all of them ftrbjed to the fame delufion* 

BOURDELOT (John) a learned French critick, who 
has diftinguiihed himfdf in the republic of letters^ by writ- 
ing note* upon Lucian, Pctronius, and Heliodorus. He lived 
at the end of the fixteenth/and in the beginning of the feven^ 
teenth century ; was of a good family of Sens, and educated 
with great care. He applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
Belles Lettres and of the learned languages ; and Baillet tells 
us, that he paffcd for ^ great connoiffcur in the oriental 
tongaes) and in the knowledge of manufcripts. Thefe pur- 
fuits did not hinder him from being confummate in the, law« 
He exercifed the office of advocate to the parliament of Paris 
in the year 16&7, when Mary of Medicis, hearing of his 
uncommon merit, made him mafter of the requefts. He 
died fuddenly at Paris in the year 1638. His notes and emeOi- 
dations upon Lucian were publifhed at Paris in folio in 16x5 : 
Heliodorus with his tiotts in 1619, '8vo; and his notes on 
Petronius were printed with that authorat Amfterdam in 1 663> 
1 amo. Befides thefe, he wrt>te, as Mor^ri tells us, an Uni- 
verfal Hiftory, Commeiltaries on Juvenal, a Treatifc apoa 
the etymology of French words, and many other works, 
which were never publiftied. 

There was alfo Abbe Bourdelot, his filler's fon, who 
changed his name from Peter Michon to oblige his uncleij 
and whom he took under his protedion, and educated as his • 
own fen. He was a very celebrated phyfician at Paris, who 
gained great reputation by a treatife upon the Viper, and fe* 
veral other works. He died there upon the 9th of February 
1685, aged 76 years, 

BOURDON (Sebastian) an eminent French painter, 
bom at Montpellier in the year 16 10, had a genius fo fiery, 
that it would not let him refled fufficiently, nor ftudy the 
cflenrials of his aft fo rtiuoh, as was.ncoeflary to render hinai 
perfed in it. He was fcven years in Rome, but was obliged 
to leave it before he had finiihed his ftudies, on account of a 
quarrel. However he acquired fo much reputation by his 
works, both in landfcape and hiftory, th^t upon his return Co 
France, he had the honour of being the firft who was made 
Tc£tor of the royal academy of painting and fculpture at Pa- 
^is. The fine arts being interrupted by the civil wars m 

VqlAL U France, 
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FfaiQce, he travelled to Sweden^ where ho A$ii twe yHnt 
He wds verjr well efteemed, aod nobly ^efented, by that 
great patroneft of arts and fciencea, queoi Chriftiaa, wbofe 
portrait he made. He fucceeded better in his landr^apea, 
than in his hi(lory*painting. His pieces are feldom finifhed ; 
'^skd thofe that are fb, are not always the fineft. He once 
hid a wager with a friend, that he painted twelve heads afe^r 
the Wky and as big as the life in one dav. - He won it ; and 
thefe heada are faid to be not the worft things be ever did. 
He drew a vaft number of pidurei. His iBoft csonfidcrabfe 
pieces are, " The gallery of M. de RetonviUiefs," in the 
ifle of Notre- Dame 5 and " The feven works of Mercy," 
which he etched by himfelf. But the moft eftecmed of all 
his performances is, ^* The martyrdom of St. Peter,'* drawn 
for the church. of Notre-Dame: It is kept as one of the 
choiceft rarities of that cathedral. Bourdon was a Csiivinift ; 
-much valued and refpeded, however, in a popiib country, 
hecaufe his life and manneis were good. He died 'm 1673, 
aged fifty four years. 

BOURIGNON (Antosnetti) a famoua enthufiaftic of 
the female fe^ in the xviith century, was horn Jan. 13, i6r<, 
at Ltfle in Flanders. She c^me into the world fo very de- 
ibnned, that a confultation was held in the family fome days 
^bout (Kfling her for a mooftrous birth. But if ibe funk alnmrn 
beneath hflmanity in her outward fbrm,the mind or fpirit which 
^ffeiTed that figure, feems'to be raifed as nearly above it. For at 
four years of age (ha not only took notice ^at the people of 
Xiifie did not live up to the principles of chriftianity to which 
4hey profeffed, but was thereby diflurbed fo much as Co defire 
a removal into fome more chriftian country. There cann^ 
be a clearer proof than this that flie was turned out of the 
ordinary road of nature, and it will hardly be denied, tkat an 
ardor for chriftian perfedion, fo highly inflamed inr an infant, 
.was as much out of the ordinary road of grace. The pro- 
grei$ was futtable to this beginning* Her parents lived a lit- 
tle unhappily together, Mr. Bourignon i^mg bis fpeiife widi 
too much feverity, 'cfpecially in his paffion^ 

On thefe occ^ions, Antoinette endeavoured to fof^en him by 
her infant embraces which had fome little effeSti but the mo* 
ther's unhappinefs gave the daughter an utter averfion to ma- 
trimony. Thia falling upon a temper ftrongly tindured with ea- 
thufiafm, Ihe grew a perfed devotee to virginity, 2md became 
to immacalately chafte, that if her own word may be taken, ihe 
never had in all her life, not even by temptatioaor furprife, the 

leaft 
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leaft thod gfct which coiild be unworthy of the purity of the 
virgin ftaie : Nay, flie poflelled th^ gift of chaftity ia fo 
ibundafit a mahqer, that fhc overflowed upon thofe that were 
with her, her prefeiice and her converfation (hed an ardour 
of Gontinesce, whidi created an infepfitility to the pleafures 
of ebeflefli.(A) There was a peculiar relifli in their growing free 
from fenfe, and in that ffate of exultation, (he foon began to 
feel i.e.Vancy herfelf intimately united to her Creator. 

Mt. Bourignon, her father, however, had no notion of thefe 
abftradions ; he coifrfidered her as a meer woman, and having 
found an agreeable match, promifed her in marriage to a 
JFwflchman. Eaftcr-day 1656, was fixed for fol^ftinizing the 
nuptials } but, to avoid the execution, the young lady fled 
for ft, and <?loathing herfelf like a hermit got away as fafl: as 
Ihe could; but was (iopt at Blacon, a village of Halnault, on 
iii^icion of her iex. it Was an officer of horfe quartered ia 
the village who feized her^ and (he had certainly loft her vir- 
ginity, had not the parfoh come to her afliftance. He oh- 
fervei fomething extraordinary in her, and mentioning her 
i0 the atchbiflioi^ of Cslnibray, that prelate came to examine 
lier;^ and fent her home. But being preflcd again with pro- 
pofitions of matrimony, flie ran away once more, and going 
to the archbifliop obtained his licence to fet up a fmall fo- 
ciety in the country, with lome other maidens of her taft>e 
and temper. That licence, however, w^s fooa retf afled, 
and Antoinette obliged to withdraw into the country of Liege^ 
whence fee returned to Lifle, and pafled many years there in 
a private, reclufe way df life in devotion and great fimpli- 
city, wifomuch that when her patrimonial eftate fell to her, 
ihe refolved at firft to renounce it, but changing her mind, 
ibs vook pc^eflion of it (b) ; and as fee was fatisfied with ^ 



(a) This has been called a pent- ( b ) For this afTumpclon (he 

tradve virginity 5 thus the Virgia gave three reafons 5 firft, that it 

Mary is faid to have a penetrative miight not come ^nto the hafidt df 

virginity, which made thofe that thofe who had no. right to it ; £or 

t>eheld her, notwithftand.ng her condly, who would have made an 

beauty, have no fentiments but fuch ill ufe of it ; betides, thirdly, .pod 

ju were: «onfi(\cot with «haftlty. ^ewed lier that fhe (hould have'oc- 

PisiTf Garaefelt'a £lucidacitfi)e« ' fa- cation for it for his glory. And 

j^^p etc. apod Thomafium iu'-fthe- as to charity, ihe fays the deferv- 

4htCti^M€ hiftoracoy p. 645. *T'h ing poor are not to be met with ip. 

true, iaadam Bourignon bad no this vwrld. Tie Exterieure de M. 

iMMity to wealun the fortcf of her )e nourlgnon. Her patrimony mui^ 

|>e0etratsive idr^nsty 3 but then *tis have been fomething confiderablc;, 

equally true ttMt,tbU fa^aky.in htr ^nee flie fpea^s of i^eral i&aid fer« 

h^^ not always it*s proper tfftSt, vants in her houfie. 

U z few 
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few conveniencics, flie made little expence -, and beftowlng 
no charities, her fortune encreafed apace. 

This being obferred by one John deSaulieu, that peribn, tho* 
the fon of a peafant, refolved to make his court to her, and get- 
ting admittance under the charader of a prophet, infinuated 
himfelf into the lady's favour by devout a^s and diicourfes of 
the moft refined fpirituality : at length he declared his paffioo 
modeitly enough at fiift, and was eafily checked ; but finding her 
intraflable, he grew rougher at laft, and fo infolent as to threaten 
to murder her if fhe would not comply. Upon this (he had rc- 
courfe to the provefl, who fent two men to guard her houfe. In 
revenge Saulieu gave out, that (he had promifed him marri^;e, 
and even bedded with him. But, on condufion, they were 
reconciled ; he retraced his (landers, and addreffed himfelf 
to a youn| devotee at Ghent, whom he found more tradla- 
ble (c). However this did not free her from other amorous 
vexations. -^ 

The parfon's nephew of St. Andrew's pari(h near Lifle 
fell in love with her, and as her houfe (lood ity^j^-tmghhouT" 
hood, he frequently environ'd it, in or/der to force an 
entrance. Our reclufe threatened to ^uit her poft, if 
(he was not delivefed from this troublefome fuitor. The 
uncle drove him fiom his houfe. Upon this he grew defpe- 
rate, and fometimes difcharged a mufquet through the nun's 
chamber, and gave out that (he was his efpoufed wife. This 
made a noife in the city ; the devotees were offended, and 
threatened to afFront Bourignon, if they met her in the Oxeets. 
At length (he was relieved hy the preachers, who publi(bed 
from their pulpits, that the report of the marriage was 
a fcandalous falfhood. 

Some time afterwards (he quitted her houfe, and put her- 
felf as governefs at the head of an hofpital, where (he 
locked Jierfelf up in the cloyfter in 1658, having taken 
the order and habit of St. Auflin. But here again, by a very 
lingular fate, (he fell into frefh trouble. Her hofpital was 
found to be infe£led with forcery fo much that even all 
the little eirls in it had an engagement with the deviL This 

(c) M**". Bourignon, who it onr great mmy iotreaties and fubnrif- 
aothority for this, telU us, that Sau- ' iionsby the (aid young woman, who 

lieM feeing he could not obtain her at laft, by her great humility, foficn- 

in marriage, neither by love nor by ed his heart, and he married ber, 

force, accoiled one of her devotees, that if, made her, legally, an honeft 

who was alfo a mirror of perfedlion, woman,a little before (he was bfougbt 

and got her with child, after which to- bed. Vie exteiieure de M. k 

Tj€ would Aoi marry her, till after a BQurignon, p« 1 94* 

gave 
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gave roonn to (ixfpc& the governefs i who was according]/ 
taken up by the magiflrates of Lifle, and examined : but no- 
thing could be proved againft her. However, to avoid fur- 
ther profecutions, flie thought iic to decamp, and fled to 
Ghent, in 1662. She was no fooner atUhent^ than God, it 
feems, revealed great fecrets to her. , 

Be that as it will) 'tis certain that about this time fbe 
acquired a friend at Amfterdam^ who proved always faith- 
ful to her as long as he lived, and left her a good eftate 
at his death: his name was Mr. deLort; he was one 
of the fathers of the oratory, and their fuperior at Malms, or Mechlin, 
and was diredor alfo of a hofpital of poor children. This 
profelyte was her firft fpiritual birth, and is faid to have given 
her the fame kind of bodily pan&;s and throes as a natural 
labour, which was the cafe alfo with her other fpiritual 
children ; and (he perceived more or l^fs of thefe pains ac- 
cording as the truths, which (he had declared, operated more 
or lefs ftrongly on their minds (p). Whence another of her dif- 
ciples, a certain archdeacon, talking with Mr. de Lort before 
their mother on the .good and new refolution which they had 
taken, the latter obferved that her pains were much 
greater for him than for the former ; the archdeacon looking 
upon de Lort, who was fat and corpulent, whereas he was 
a little man himfelf, faid, fmiling. It is no wonder that ouc 
mother has had a harder labour for you than for me, for yoi| 
are a vaft great child, whereas I am but a littld one ; which 
made them all laugh : fo that we fee our Antoinette's difci* 
pies were not always lofty, but fometimes defcended 
from the fublimity of their devotion to the innocent raillery 
of men of the world. 

Our prophetefs (laid longer than (he intended at Amflerdam^ 
where flie publiChed her piece of The Light of the world, and 
fome others, and finding all forts of people crowd tp vifu her, 
ihe entertained hopes of feeing her doctrine generally embrac'd ^ 
but in that (he was fadly deceived. For notwithitanding her 
converfations with God were, as 'tis faid, frequent there, fo that 
(he underftood a great number of things by revelation, yet 

(d) This conceit was taken up by ** cried, travailing in birth, and pained 
her from St. John's vifion of the ** to be delivered.'* Vie continufie, 
woman, mentioned in the Apocalypfe^ P* 2 3 5 • It might have been ground- 
chap, xii. v. I, 2. " And there ap- ed as well upon St;. Paul's addrefs 
** peared a great wonder in heaven, to the Galatian converts, chap. iy. 
•* a woman cloathed with the fun, y. 19. r-Kna, /w-y, ug iraXtv u^lvm ; My 
** andthennoontmder her ftet, and little children of whom I travajj 
** upon her head a crown of twelve in birth. 
*' Aarss and ihe being with child 

U 3 ihe 
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fljc compofcd more books there than {he had followers. The 
troth is^ her vifions and revelations too plainly betrayed the 
vifionary and enthufiaftic. 

We fliall give one inftance as a fample of the reft : In 
one of her extafies (he faw Adam in the fame form un- 
der which he appeared before his fall, and the manner 
h^w he himfelf alone was capable of procreating other men, 
finc^ he poffcflcd in himfelf the principles or 1>oth fexes. 
Nay, (he pretended it was told her that he had carried 
this fmgular procreativc faculty- fo far, as to produce the 
litfman nature of Jefus Chrift. The firft man, fays (he, 
whom Adam brought forth without any concurrent affiftance 
ifthis glorified ftate, was chofen by God to be the throne of 
the divinity ; the organ and inftrumenrby which God would 
communicate himfelf externally to men. This is Chrift the 
r firft bom united to human nature, both God and man. Be- 
Sdes thcfe and fuch like extravagancies, (he had other for- 
bidding qualities ; her temper was morofe and peevi&; in 
#hich however (he. was not unlike other devotees ; but, con- 
trary to the generality of fuch pcrfons, fte was extremely 
ivaritious and greedy of amaffing riches. This quality ren- 
dered her utterty uncharitable as to the branch of almfgiving, 
ind fo implacably unforgiving to fuch poor peafants as haa 
nobbed her of any trifle, that (he would have them profccutcJ 
tvtth t^ utmoft rigour. 

• Het ftay at Amfterdam was atlaft chiefly owing to the hap- 
/ pincfe (he had in her dear de Lort : ihit profelyte had advan- 

ced almoft all his eftate to fome relation?, in order to drain 
the ifland of Noorftrandt in Holftein, by which means he 
had acquired fome part of the ifland, together with the tythes 
and goverrmient of the whole. He fold an eftate to Madam 
Bourtgnon, who prepared fo retire thifher in 1668 ; but flie 
f^tebisarti^rejei^ed the propofal of Labadie and his difciples to fettle 
de. themfclves there with her. It fecrt^s they had oflfered de Lort 

a large fum of money to purchafe the whole ifland, and there- 
by ob'ained his confent to their fettlement in it : this was cut- 
ting thegrafs under her feet ^ an inj^ary which (he took cf- 
fedlual care to prevent. . Accprdingly de Lort dying on the 
X2th of November 1669, made her his heir (e). Thij 

(t) This fanatic deflgned Noordf* hi& right<% and prettnfioM to Uie en* 

Brandt for the perfecuted faints of tory of Mechlin, under c«rt»iii coD^ 

Cod, and taking the Janfenifts to be ditions, wMcb not beii»g oMefve^ 

fuch, he drew theni from aU parti he recovered his eftat«/^ but this *^ 

into the ifle, of which he fold thfcm witi^o^t great law-iuiu i wb<rtby 

a pju-t, giving up all the n(k, witl» he was impVironcd i^t AmfterdaOi 

iD 
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inheritance however brought her into new troubles, A ^t>^ 
fand law fuits were raifcd to hinder her from enjoying ft : noOr 
Vfcre her do£trine and religious principles fpared on die dcctfi^ 
on. However, Ihe left Holland in 1671 togo intoNoondftrandt. 
But (topping in her way at feveral places of Hdfteifti 
vrhcre (he difmifled fome difciples (who followed her, flifc 
found, for the fake of the loaves) fee plied her p^ 
which, like the tongue of fome other females, run like k 
torrent; fo that Ihe found it convenient to provide herfcff 
with a prefs, where (he printed her books in French, Dutch-, 
and German. Among others* (he anfwered all her tdter* 
faries, in a piece, intitled. The te(limony of truth ; whcreitt 
Ihe handled the ecclefuftics in a fevere manner. This, a^ 
Mr. Bayle obferves, was not the way to be iat peace, but (b^ 
wanted the firft fundamental of all religion both natural and ^ ' 

revealed; (he wanted humility. Two Lutheran minifteri 
taifed the alarm againft her by fome books, wherein they * 
declaned, that people had been beheaded and burnt fot opR 
liions lefs fupportable than hers. The Labbadifts alfo wrotd 
againft her, and her preft was prohibited. In this diftrcU 
(he retired to Henfb-jrgh in 1673, in order to get out of ^6 
ftorm, but (he was difcovered and treated (b ill by the people 
under the charafler of a forcerefs, that (he was very bapp]^ 
in getting fecretly away. They perfecutcd her from ci^ 
to city ; (he was at length forced to abandon Hoiftein, and 
Went to Hamburgh in 1676, as a plate of more fecurityj 
but her arrival had no fooner taken air than they endeavoured 
to feifce her. She lay hid for fome days, and then went to 
Oelifrife, where (he got proteftion from the baron of Latz*- 
bourg, and was made governefs of an hofpital. 

It is obfcrvable that alfother pafBons have their holidays, but 
avarice never fufFers it's votaries to deviate once out of charac* . 
tcr. Wheh our devotee accepted the care of this charity, (hi 
declared that (he confented to contribute her induftry both t6 
the building and to the diftribution of the goods, and the m*- 
fpe(SHon of the poorj but without engaging any part of her 
cftatej for which (he allcdgcd two reafons, one that het 

in March 1669, 4t the fuit of the having loft both faith and charity | 

Umot Janibnift Mr. St. Amour, and who had even fufiered himfdf 

and before he went to prifon he was to be reduced by a vvomiin of UHe, 

fi^erely cenfured by a bi(hop, who with whom he lived, to the greait 

treated him as a heretic, and as a fcandal of every one. He conti- 

txmn who coveted the goods of this nued fix months in prifon, ahd came 

iirorld, to the detriment of thofe out only by accident : he went intb 

whom he had deceived, by felling his own ifland and died of poiCon, 

them lands in Noordftrandt ; as a in 1669, as above. Vie continue^ 

nqpin given to drinking ^ fufpe^ed of de M. ^ Bour\§non| p. 230^ 13^1. 

U 4 goods 
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goods had already been dedicated to God for the ufe of thoTe^ 
-i^ho fincerely fought to become true chriftians ; the other, 
that men and all human things are very inconftant. This 
was an admirable reafon; never to part with any thing, and re- 
fer all donations to her laft will and tefiament. In diat fpirit, 
when ibe had diftributed among thefe poor people, fome cer^ 
tain revenues of the place annexed to this hofpital by the 
founder, being aiked if ihe would not contiibute focnething 
of her own, ihe returned anfwer in Writing, that becaufe 
> thefe poor lived like beads, who had n >, fouls to fave, (he 
bad rather throw their goods, which were confecrated to God, 
into the fea, than leave the leaft mite there. Both fhe and 
her friends (that is, her true followers) alfo carefully avoided 
it in all their a£Uon$, even to the referving of the reflitution 
of the deniers of all their acquifitions for the day in which 
they intended to retire from the place. 

hf or were other countries it feems better furnKhed with perfons 
vho deferved her charities : thus this article of expence did not 
coft her much : whereupon Mr. Bayle makes the following re- 
mark ; ^^ It feems to me, fays he, that th^ children of this world 
are not wifer in their generation, than thefe children of light." 
But furely he forgot the occafion of the remark as it (lands in 
fcripture, where *^ the children of this world areobferved to 
be wifer,&c/' in' that that they make friends of the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs i which cannot be applied to Mrs. Bourignon : 
on the contrary, (be fufiered purely for want of that wifdom. 
it was on this account that file found perfecutors in Oeftfrife, 
jiotwithftanding the baron de Latzbourg's prote^ion, fo that 
ibe took her way to Holland in i68o, but died at Franeker, 
in the province of Frife, on the 30th of Odober the fame yean 

We have already mentioned the crookednefs both of 
her outward and inward form, which probably was the true 
reafon why flie would never fufFer her pidure to betaken; 
bowever herconftitution was fo tough, that in fpiteof all the 
fatigues and troubles of her life, file feemed to be but forty 
years of age, when flie was above fixty ; though ftie was al- 
inoft continually wearing her eye-fight, both by reading and 
writing, yet flie never made ufe of fpedacles. She was 
lucky enough to have the three mod remarkable periods of 
her life, as her birth, her arriving to the rank of an author, 
and her death, charadlerifed by comets; a circumftance great* 
ly favourable to a prophet and a teacher of a new religion. 
The main principle, of hers were pretty near the fame with 
thofe of the (^lietifts, excluding all external divine worihip^ 
and requiring a ceflation of reafon, wit, and uhdcrftanding, that 
God might fpread h's divine light ^ over them, or caufe it tij 
revive in them ; without which the Deity is not fufficientfy 

known, 



' B-O-U-RI G NO N, *97 

}uiOffT\f but €ven he and the true knowledge pf htm are driven 
out of the mind, by that adlivity of reafon exerted by th« 
phllofophers, which is a corrupt fpirit and a true ipecies of 
atheifm, and a reje£ling of God. 

But befides thefe principles in common with the Brachmans 
and other enthtiiiafls, (he held fome Angular notions, one tii 
which we have already mentioned, concerning Adam andChrifli 
and we fba]l here mention another, which may be well enough 
called the counterpart of the former, as it contains her opinion 
of antichrift, whom fhe held to be a devil incarnate, maintain* 
ing, that it was pofi&ble for men to be born by the operation of 
the devil; not that the arch-fiend could do it alone without 
the co-operation of man 5 but having power over unchafte 
perfons, when they abufethe prinfcJple of fertility, which the 
fcriptu^ calls fpiiling the feed on the ground, the devil 
tranfports .it by his diabolical interpofition into his witches,^ 
where he produces wicked men entirely devoted to him, 
who are true anti-chrifls, and the devil will incarnate himfetf 
for that purpofe. Agreeably to which, confiderit^g the double 
reign of anti-chrift, fenfual and fpiritual, (be taught that, 
in the; firi^ fenfe, it would be the vifible reign of a devil in* 
carnate. This opinion however, was, perhaps, borrowed, by 
our prophetefs, notwithfianding Ihe difclaimed all other 
teacbers, and pretended to receive every thing immediately 
from God alone. It favours much of the dodtrine concerning 
Incubus fpirits, that a demon can make a virgin with 
child in her lleep, without prejudice to her virginity ; and 
that fome perfons of extraordinary merit have been produced 
from human feed after tbis manner (f). 

She had more difciples in Scotland than in any other country, 
perhaps, of the world 5 not only laymen, but fome of their cccfe- 
fiafiics embraced Bourignonifm, and one of Antoinette's prin- 
cipal books was publifhed, intitled, The light of the world, in 
Englilh, in 1696^ to which the tranflator added a long pre* 
face to prove that this maid ought at leaft to pafs for an ex- 
traordinary prophetefs. Mr. Charles Lefley, in the preface 
to the fecond edition of his Snake in the grafs, obferved the 
errors of this fe^, and they were refuted at large by Dr. Cock- 
burn, in a piece intitled, Bourignonifm detected, againft 
Meffieurs Poiret, (c) de Lort, and the £ngli{h tranflator of the 
X/ux Mundi, who endeavoured to ihew that ihe was infpired 
and had received a commiiEon from God to reform chriftianity,' 

(r) Tiiti folly Is expof^d with good of the life and do^rine of M^idaai 

wit and humour by the Count de fiourignon, which is printed in the 

OabaHs, in his fourth Difconrfe on NouveUe de la Republique des let- 

the Secret Sciences, p. 240. edit, tres, for AprU 1 6S5, art. 9. an4 

Pmriu, 1670. May 16S5, art. 9. 
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This w« snfwettd by the Bourignoni(t$ in an apdldgjr fbf theft 
leader ; who hai a remnant ftill left in f6rAt p^uts orNorth-Briuiis. 
Tbero is an extrad of her works in thft Leipfic A^ 
for May 1687, and January l688. 

BOURDALOUE, (Louis) jd^y cfteefned Me of die 
beft preachers in France, which the feventeendi ceHtuiy pro* 
(Ittced, was born in Bourges, on the 20th of Auguft 1632% 
and entered into the ibciety of the jefuits in Noveoiber X64& 
After having taught rhetoric, phitofophy, and divinity, the 
uncommon talents which he difcovered for the pulpit, deter** 
mined the fociety to fet him apart for that fervice. The 
high reputation he quickly acquired, as a preacher in the 
country, induced his fuperiors to fend for him to Paris ia 
1 669. He preached during the courie of thit ytMt in their 
church of St. Louis. Here he flione with more luftre Aaii 
^ ever. In Advent 1670, he began to appear at court, where 

j^ bi6 difeourfes wdre often llftened to afterwards with the lii^« 
•ft fatisfa&ion^ Upon the revocation of the edid of Nants^ 
the king very prudently made choice of htm to preach the 
catholic dodrine to the new converts in Laoguedoc. The 
latter part of his life he confecrabd to the fervice of the I10& 

nid. pitals, the poor and the priibners, and by his pathetic di£* 
cdurf^ and engaging manner, procured for them very boim« 
tiful alm«. He died on the 13th of May 1704, in the jf4 
year of his age* A corred edition of his feimons was pulH' 
liihed at Paris in 1707, by father Bretoane^u* 

BOYCE, (Samuel) a poet of a good deal of genius^ 
but through his own mirmana|ement of very little name, 
Wa6 the foil of a difienting minifter at Dublin. He was born 
in the year 1 70S $ and at the age of eighteen, fent to th^ 
uftiverfity of Ghrgow. His father, it is feid, defigned hini 
for the miniftry ; but Boyce, having ho prudence, defeated 
his intentions, and, what was of much greater confequence, 
ruined hi^ fortunes. He had not been at Glafgow a year, 
before he interrupted his education, by marrying the daughter 
of a tradefman in that city. Then he became dependent 06 
his father, who^ (fuch was his folly and indulgence) fuflfered 
this wof thlefs fon to waftc the little cftate of his family ; fo 
that when the otd man lay in his latt ficlcnefs, he was (up- 
ported intlreiy by prcfents from his congregation, and buried 
after his deith at their expence. In the year 1731, Boyce 
was at Edinburgh, where he publifhed 9 volume of 
poems, to which is fubjoined the Tablature of Cebes, an4 
a Letter upon Liberty, ififerfced in the Dublin Journal 17261 
by both which he obtained a great reputation, and was muA 

difUA- 
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ififtirtgulflied by the coumefs of Egltegtdo, to whom they 
n^te addrefled. Upon the death of the vifcountels Stormont, 
Boy(te wrtne an elegy, intitlcd, The Tears of the Mufcs; 
as that lady wad a woman of the moft refined tafte in the 
fcicnces, and a great adftiirer of poetry. The lord Stormont 
was fti mcich pieafed with this mark of cfle^m paid to the 
memory of his lady, that he ordered a very haiidfome prcferit 
to be given to Mr. Boyce, by his attorney at Edinburgh. 
Though Bdyce's name was very well known in that city, 
yet his perfon was obfdure ; fcr he was perfeSly unfbcial m 
his temper, and ^hen he did affe<ft company, affe^lcd that 
which Was very low 5 fo that lord Stormbnt's kind intcntiwi 
had been. defeated, if an advertifement had not been pub- 
]i(faed in one of their weekly papers, defiring the author of 
the Tears bf the Mafes to call at the houfe of the attorney. 

The notice which lady Eglington and lord Stormont took 
of our poet, recommended him like wife to the patronage of 
the dUteheft of Gordon, a lady of diftinguiflied tafte, wte 
did him Confiderable fetvices, while he continued in Scot- 
land 5 atid when he went to London, gave him a letter 6£ 
recommendation to. Mr. Pope, and obtained another for him 
to Sir Peter King, lord chancellot of England. Lord Stor- 
mont recommended him alfo to the folicitor - general 
his bfotfter, and many other perfons of the firft fafhioh* 
Here Boyce had fine opportunities of improving his fituation 
and fortunes ; but he made no ufe at all of them. He was 
indolent, voluptuous, extravagant ; and about the year 1 74O9 
reduced to fuch an Octremity of human wretchcdnefs, that 
he had not a (hirt, a coat, of any kind of apparel to put on* 
The dieets in which he lay Were carried to the jpslwnbrokerss 
and he Wa$ obliged to be confined to his bed with no other 
covering than a blanket. He fuppbrted himfelf fix weeks in 
this diftfefsful fituation by Writing verfes for the Maga- 
zines ; and mufl certainly have continued in it much longer, 
if -he had not been relieved by the generofity of fome gentle- 
men, who knew him to be a man of parts. Towards the 
latter end of his life, his behaviour was more decent than 
it hzd ever been before : and there were fome hopes, that a 
teformatiofi, thbughlate, would at length be wrought in 
him. He was employed by ^ bookfeller to tranflate Fenelon 
on the Ejciftence of God, and began now to fupport a better 
appearance than ufual. But whife his circumitahces were 
improving, his health declined : he bad howevet' the fatif* 
IkCTfon, in his laft lingering illnefs, to obferve a poem of his, 
intitkd, Tl)e Deitj^ recbmmended by two" celebrated wri- 
ters^ the ingenious Mr. fielding) and the reverend Mr« James 

Her- 



19^ 



300 



B O Y E R. 

Henrej, author of the Meditations. The former) in die 

beginning of his humorous hiftory of Tom Jones, calls it 
an excellent poem* Mr. Hervey ftiles it a pious and in- 
firudive piece ; and that worthy gentleman, upcxi hearing 
that the author was in neceffitous circumftances, depolited 
two guineas in the hands of a trufty perfon to be given to 
him whenever his occafions fhould prefs. This poem was 
written fome years before Mr. Fielding and Mr. Hervey took 
any notice of it ', and upon its firft publication Mr. Pope, 
it is faid, was aflced, whether he was not the author of it? 
To which that poet replied, that *^ he was not indeed the 
*< author of it, but that there were many lines in it, of which 
*^ he (hould not be afliamed." 

In the montli of May 1749, Mr. Boyce died in obfcure 
lodgings near Shoe- lane, and was burled at the expence of 
the parifh. Never was a more ihocking exit, nor a life fpent 
with left prudence and virtue, than that of Mr. Boyce ^ 
and never were uncommon abilities given to lefs purpofe. 
His genius was not confined to poetry; he had a tafte for 
paintings mufic, and heraldry, in the laft of which he was 
very well ikilled. His poetical pieces, if colleSed, would 
m^kt fix moderate volumes. Many of them are fcattered in 
the Gentleman's Magazine, marked with the letter Y and 
Alceus. Two volumes were publifhed in London, but we 
do not find that they ever fold. 

BOYER, (Ar£l) a well-known gloflbgrapher and hi- 
fioriographer, was born at Caftres in France in the year 
1664. Upon the revocation of the tdiSt of Nantz, he went 
to Geneva, and from thence to Francker, where he finifhed 
his (ludies. Afterwards he came over to England, where he 
fpent his whole life, and died at Chelfea upon the 1 6th of 
November 1729* The work he is chiefly known by, is a 
very excellent French and Enslifli, and Englifh and French 
dictionary -, drawn up originally, as we are told in the dde 
page, for the ufe of bis nighnefs the Duke of Gloucefter. 
It was firft printed at London in the year 1699, 4tO| and 
the fourth, that is, the laft edition of it in England, for it 
was printed alfo abroad, is that of 1752. He wrote alfo a 
French grammar in Engliih ; for it is remarkable, that he 
attained the knowledge of the £ngl;(h language to as much 
perfedlon as if it had been the language of his native coun* 
try. As an hiftoriographer, he was the author of ** The 
■« Political State of Great Britain," and of " The Hiftory 
** of King William and Queen Mary." But in this cha- 
rader he is not fo refpeftable as in the former. 

There 



BOY L E- 301 

* There was alfo Claude Boycr, a French poet, a menflScif 
of the French academy, and author of Judith and Jepthe, 
Ificred tragedies, with fcvera! other pieces, who died upon the 
22d of July 16989 when he was ninety years old. 

BOYLE, (Richard) honorably diftinguiflied by the 
title of the great earl of Corkc, was defcended from a family ] 

-wbofe name before the conqueft was Biuv^ille. He was the ^^ ^ 
ybungeft fon of Mr. Roger Boyle of Hercfordfliire, by Joan, corfce'* 
daughter of Robert NayJor of Canterbury, and born in the True Re 
city of Canterbury on the 3d of Odober 1566. He was ^^'*'*^ 
hiftru^ed in grammar learning by a clergyman of Kent, and 
after- having been a fcholar in ficnnet college, Cambridge, 
where he was remarkable for early rifing, indefatigable fiudy, 
and great temperance, became ftudent in the Middle Temple. 
Having loft his father when he was but ten years old, and 
his mother at the expiration of other ten years, and beingTwc Re- 
unable to fupport himfelf in the profccution of his ftudies, mcmtraa- 
he entered into the fervice of Sir Richard Manwood, knt. '**' 
lord chief baron of her Majefty's court of exchequer, as one 
of his clerks : but perceiving that this employment would not 
raife a fortune, he refolved to travel, and landed at Dublin 
on the 23d of June 1588, with fewer pounds' in his pocket ^"<*8«Ip« 
than he afterwards acquired thoufands a-year. He was then the BoSLl^ 
about two and twenty, had a graceful perfon, and all the re- p/4. 
quiiite accomplifhments to make a young man fucceed in a 
country which was a fcene of fo much a<5tion. Accordingly 
he made himfelf v6ry ufeful to fomeof the principal perfons 
employed in the government, by penning for them memorials, 
cafes, and anfwers, and thereby acquired a perfe£l know- Hiftorictl 
ledge of the kingdom and the ftate of public affairs ; of which JJ;*^^*^'®"'. 
he knew well how to avail h,imfelf. In 1595 he niarried p]^,^',^^*^* 
^t Limerick Joan, the daughter and coheirefs of William. 
Anfley of Pulborough, in Suffex, efq; who had fallen in love 
with himr*- This lady died in December 1599, in labour of j^J^^ ^ 
her firft child (who was born a dead fon) leaving her hufband the Boyks, 
an eftate of 500 1. a year, in lands, which was the beginning P« 4- 
of his fortunes. Some time after. Sir Henry Wallop ofTmeRe- 
Nares, Sir Robert Gardiner, chief juftice of the king's membtia- 
bench. Sir Robert Dillam, chief juftice of the common pleas, ^*'* 
and Sir Richard Bingham, chief commiftioner of Connaught, / 
filled with envy at certain purchafes he had made in the pro- 
vince, reprefented to Queen Elizabeth that he was in the 
pay of the king of Spain (who had at that time fome thoughts 
of invading Ireland) by whom be had been furnifhed with 

money 
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ipmiqrtobuyTevermI large eftatesi ^ iit$tlm ymft^m^ 
{ufjpe&td to be a Roman cadiotic in his hearts with s^of 
other nuKcious fuggefiions equally groundleTs : wfa^eof Mr«. 
Boyle having private notice determined to cooie QV^r to £o£- 
land to juftify himfelf. ' But before he could take (Bipping^ 
the general rebellion in MuoAer broke out ^ atl his tan^were 
Tr«e Re* wafled, fo tbit he had not one pennj of certain revenufi left« 
In this diftrefs he betook hioiielf to hi$ fonner chamber io ^bm 
Middle Temple, Irondon, intending to r^new bis bodies ia 
the law till the rebellion (hould be fupprefled. When iim 
earl of Eileic was nominated lord deputy of Irelaad 
Mr. Bo)rIe being recomn^ended to hira' by Mr. Aiv*- 
tbony Bacon, was received by his lor^ihip very graciouAjf i 
and Sir Heiuj Wallop, treafurdr of Ir<{land, kaowiag chat 
Mr. Boyle had in his cuftody ieveral papers wbi^ could de* 
te& his roguifh manner of paffing his accounts, refotved ut- 
terly to deprefs him; and for that end renewed his former 
complaints againft him to the Queen. By her au(JQ%V (pe** 
cial diredions Mr. Boyle was fuddenly uken up ao4 i^ws^ 
nutted clofe prifoner to the Gatehoufe. AU his pap^$ weff) 
ieixed and fearched, and although nothing appeared to hie 
prejudice, yet his confinement Tafted tilt two months^ a^t 
bis new patron the earl of Eflex was gone to Ireland. At 
'"^i^* ^ length hey with much difficulty, obtained the favour eif iho 
queen to be prefent at his examination i and hawing fiiUy ao« 
fwered whatever was alledged againft him, he gave ^ fiioft 
Inflation of his own behaviour fince he firft fettl^ in Ireland^ 
2^ concluded with laying open to the quee^ fnd her coun^ 
the conduct of his chief enemy Sir Henry Wsiksp i Ofoft 
TnrRe. which hermajefty broke out into thefe words; ^< By God*a 
<* death, thefe are but inventions againft this young man^ aind 
^* all his fufferings are for being able to do us fervice, and 
^^ thefe complaints urged to foredal him therein. But we 
** find him to be a man fit to be employed by ourfelvesi 
^' and we will employ him in our fervice i and Wallop ^nd 
<^ his adherents fhall know that it (hall not be in the pewer 
*' of any of them to wrong him. Neither fb^il Wallop be 
** our ucafurer any longer." She gave orders not only fcr 
Mr. Boyle's prefent enlargement, but alfo for paying all ibe 
charges and fees his confinement had brought upon bini) a^d 
gave him her hand to kifs before (he whole aflembly. A few 
days after, the queen conftituted him clerk of the coundl of 
Munflcr, and recommended him to Sir George Care w, after* 
wards earl of Totnefs, then lord prcfident of Munfter, wbe 
became his conftant friend j and very fooo after be wa? made 

jufticc 
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jufiice of thf p^ace and of the quorum^ diroi^hout all the . 
province. His preferment to be clerk of th^ council, be re*^ True Re- 
marks, ws^s the fe^oni rife that God g^ve to his fortune. ™^°**«»»- 
l^e. attended in that capacity the Jord preiident in all his em- 
ployments, and was fent by his lordfhip to the queen, wit|i 
the news of the vi^ory gained on the 24th of Decembeir 
a6oi> near Kinfale, over the Iri(h and their Spanifb axilii*' 
^os, who were totally routed, 1206 bping flaia in the fields 
and 800 wounded. ^ I made* (fays he) ^ a fpeedy expedi^ 
^ tion to the court, for I left my lord prefide^t at $hanaoii«- 
^ caftle, near Cork, on the Monday morning about two of 
f the clock, and the next day being Tuefday, I delivcredt 
^ nay packet, and fupped witli Ar Robert Cecil, being thoR 
< principal fecretary of ibte, at his houfe in the Strand^ 
5 who, after iiipper, held me in difcourfe till two of the 
^ clock in the morning ; and by (even that morning called 

* upon n|ie to attend him to the court, where he prefented 

* me to her mafefty in her bedchamber/ 

Upon his return to Ireland he affifted at the fiege of Beer- 
}i^ven*caftle) which was taken by ftorm, and the garrifon put 
to the fword. After the redudtion of the weilern part of tbfs 
province, the lord prefident fent Mr. Boyle s^ain to England 
* to procure the queen's leave for his return ; and having ad- ^ 

viied him to purchs^ fir Walter Raleigh's lands in Mu^ei^ 
hp gave him a letter to fir Robert Cecil fecretary of fbte, ^ 
containing a very advantageous account of Mr. Boyle's abi** 
liti^ and of the fervices he had done his country ; in confi- 
deration of which he defired the fecretary to introduce him . 
t0 Sir Walter, and recommend him as a proper purdiafer for 
his lands in Ireland, if he was difpofed to part with them; 
He wrote at the faove time tp fir Walter Ra)eigh himfelf, ad- 
vifing him to fell Mr. Boyle all his lands in Ireland^ then 
iiotenanted and of no value to him, having, to his lord&ip^ 
knowledge, never yielded him any benefit, but, on die coir- 
trary, ftood him in 200 1* yearly for the fupport of his title^. 
At a meeting between fir Robert Cecil, fir Walter Raleigh, 
mid Mr. Boyle, the purcbafe was concluded by the mediation 
of the former. This Mr. Boyle calls the third addition and 
rife to his eftate. (a) 

(a) Sir Waker RaI«Igh*t enate etnct, tliat it was not on!/ wdl 

conMtd of twelve tbovTaiMlacrtt ill unafiMd b«t in tb« moft thriving 

tbm covnties of Oeilc and Wai«rfor4 condition of aay oAate in Ireland. 

(Oox't Ifift. of Iralaad, Vol. 1. p. Goa*t HIAonr of Irdind. Vol. If. 

353.) whick was to mvch improved Pref. 
la a iiw ytars kf Ml^ BilylcU <^- 

In 



304 



Ty«elte* 

■icoiDmi* 



BOYLE. 

In 1602, Mr.BovIc, by advice of his friend fir George 
Carew, made his addrefles to Mrs. Catherine Fenton, daugh- 
ter of fir George Fcnton, whom he married on the 25th of 
July 1603, her father being at that time principal fecrctaryof 
ftate. ** I never demanded, fiiys he, any marriage portion with 
•* her, neither promife of any, it not being in my cohfide- 
** rations ; yet her father, after my marriage, gave me one 
<^ thoufand pound in gold with her. But that gift of his 
** daughter to me, I mufl ever thankfully acknowledge as 
*• the crown of all my bleffings ; for, (he was a moft religi- 
•* out, virtuous, loving, and obedient wife to me all Ac 
** days of her life, and the mother of all my hopeful rhil- 
•* drcn.** He received on his wedding-day the honour of 
knighthood from his friend Sir George Carew, now pro- 
moted to be lord-deputy of Ireland. March 12, 1606, he 
was fworn a privy-counfcllor to king James for the province 
of Munfler; Feb. 15, 161 2, he was fworn a privy- counfel- 
lor of ftate of the kingdom of Ireland ; and on the 29th of 
September 1616, created lord Boyle, baron of Youghall. 
Oft. 16, 1620, he was created lord vifcount of Dungarvoni 
and earl of Corke. Lord Falkland, the lord-deputy, hav- 
ing reprefented his fervices in a juft light to king Charles L 
his majefty fent his excellency a letter dated November 30, 
1627, dire(Singhim to confer the honours of baron and vif- 
count upon the earl's fecond furviving fon Lewis, though he 
was then only eight years old (b). 

Oft. 



(b) The preamfile to the patent is 
as follows i * We, taking notice of 
' the excellent virtues and high fa- 

* culties of Richard earl of Corke, 

* in advancing our affairs in Ireland, 
• ' not only in council, but in the g6« 

* veminent of the province of Mun- 

* fter, in which he has (hewed him- 

* felf to be a perfon of high abilities, 

* bat alfo in many other works of 
*- great moment, viz. in building 

* <cownf» and fortifymg them with 

* fair walls and tower^ and filling 

* them with £ngli(h colonies, bui]d> 

* ing churches;, and reducing the 

* people to civil obedience | in efta- 
■* bliAiing religion, extirpating fa- 

* perftition, defending the paiTesof 
< that country with caiUes, building 

* many bridges for the convenience 

* of the public, guarding the ports 

* and maritime places of the faid pro- 
' vince againil foreign enemies 5 in 



firft introducing manufaAures an! 
mechanic arts into the province^ 
and afterwards efUbli(hing them 
by guilds and fraternities of artifi* 
cers, to the plentiful increafe of 
^ riches and civility, by planting and 
' continually fupporting leaders Jind 
' other men, experienced in armiy 
from England, to the number at 
lead of fifteen hundred, and to 
the perpetual fecurity .and defence 
of thofe parts : And all this he did 
at his own expence, and by his 
own indu(b-y j aU which tend not 
only to the prefent utility and or- 
nament of thofe parts, but t6 tb« 
perpetual fecurity and defence of 
them, renlly indeed excellent, and 
which it is difficult to lay, v^hetbcr 
the like was ever undertaken by 
any other fubje£l in times paft* In 
contemplation of which our father 
adorned the faid Richard withms- 
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0(9:. 26^1629, on the departure of lord-deputy Falkland* 
the earl of Corke in conjundlion with lord Loftus was appointed 
one of the lords juftices of Ireland, and held that office fcveral 
years. Oa the i6th of Febri^ary following, the earl loft his 
countefs. November 9, 163 1, he was confWtuted lord high 
treafurer of Ireland, and had intereft enough to get that high 
office made hereditary in his family. Neverthelefs he fuf- 
fered many mortifications during the adminiftration of lord 
"VVentworth, afterwards earl of Strafford, who, before hcs 
went to Ireland, had conceived a jealoufy of his authority arid 
intereft in that kingdom, and determined to brin^ him down, 
imaginings that if he could humble the great earl of Corke,- 
no body in that country could give him much trouble. On 
the breaking out of the rebellion in Ireland in 1641, the earl 
of Corke as foon as he returned from England (where he hap- 
pened to be at the time of the earl of Strafford's trial) he 
immediately raifed two troops of horfe, which he put under 
the command of his fons the lord vifcount Kinelmeaky and 
the lord Broghill, maintaining them and 400 foot for fome 
months at his own charge. In the battle which the Englifh Cox's Ui^i 
gained at Lifcarrol, Sept. 3, i'642, four of his fons were en- ^ Ireland, 
gaged, and the eldeft was flain in the field. The earl him- p, ^'^^ ' 
ielf died about a year after, on the 15th of September, in 
the 78th year of his age, having fpent the laft, as he did the 
firft years of his life, in the fupport of the crown of England 
againft Irifh rebels, and in the fervice of his country. Tho* 
he was no peer of England, he was, on account of his emi- 
nent abilities and knowledge of the world, admitted to fit in 
the houfe of lords upon the woolpacks, ut confiliarius. When Borlafe Re- 
Cromwell faw tl^e prodigious improvements he had made, ^"v'tion of 
which he little expelled to find in Ireland, he declared, that ^q^^"^' P' 
if there had been an earl of Cork in every province, it would , 

' ^ Intfod. to 

the fecond 
Vol. of the 
' ny titles of honour, and placed * nius, and in whom is eafy to be f^'^ory of 

* him in the higheH: degree of nohi- * feen a branch of that tree from England. 

* lity in Ireland, fo that we have * whence he fprung : We alfo, to 

* fcarce any thing left us to heap * fhew our good difpofition to tho 

* upon our faid coufin, unlefs we * faid earl, and to give him fome 

* derive honours to his fons, and * token of our favour which may 

* pofterity of his name, to the per- ' remain to-pofterity in an indelible 

* petual elogy of his memory. And * charaftcr, have thought proper to 

* we being informed, that our faid * place the faid Lewis (for the fak« 

* couHn has had a feeond fon named * of his father) though in his tender 

* I^eyvls, a youth of great hopes, * years, among the nobles of ihif 

* the true image of his father's ge- * kingdom, &c.* 



Vol. !!• * X have 



3o6 BOYLE. 

have been impoffible for the Irilh to have i aired a rebel- 
lion. 

He a(Fe£led not places and titles of honour until he was 
well able to maintain them, for he was in the thirty- feventh 
year of his age when he received the honour of knighthood, 
and in his fiftieth when he attained to be a baron. He made 
large purchafes, but not till he was able to improve them ; 
and though he paid money for his lands, yet the rents that 
he received from them were the fruits of his own prudence, 
and he grew rich on edates which had ruined their former 
pofleflbrsy and increafed hs wealth, not by hoarding, but by 
fptnd'mgi for he built and wallei feveral towns at his own 
coft, but in places fo well fituated, that they were foon filled 
with inhabiunts, who, though their rents were moderate, 
quickly repaid him the money he had laid out with intereft ; 
and he as readily laid it out again : Hence, in the (pace of 
forty years, he acquired to himfelf what in fome countries 
would have been efleemed a noble principality ; and as they 
cartic to years of difcretion,he beftowed eftates upon hisfons, (c) 
and married his daughters into the befl families in that coun- 
try ; fo that his power and credit were continually increaiing, 
and he was generally efteemed, beloved by the Englifti, and 
rcfpeded and obeyed by the natives ; the former admired his 
wifdom, the latter flood amazed at his magnificence ; for as 
he had the power and property, fo he had the foul and fpirit 
of a prince ; and his caftle of Lifmore looked rather like the 
palace of a fovereign, than the refidence of a private man 
whofe cftate was of his own raifii>g. He outlived moft of 
thofe who had known the meannefs of his beginning, but 
he delighted to remember it himfcIf, and even took pains to 
prefer ve the memory thereof to pofterity in the motto which 
he always ufed, and which he caufed to be plac-d upon his 
tomb, viz. God's providence is my inheritance, (d) 

(c) He had no Itfs than fcvcn fons vivcd him, namely, Richard^ Lewis, 

and eight dauj^hters by his lady. At and Roger, made peers before his 

the time his laft chiM Margaret was death. BudgelU 
born, he wras in the fixty-fourth year. (p) On the 23d of June i6^t, ht 

Of his Tons, Richard tbe fecond Con, committed the nooll memorable cir- 

fucceeded in the earldom of Cork ; cumdances of his life to writing, nn- 

Lewis was created baron of Bandon der the title of True Remembrances, 

and vifcount Kinelmeaky ; Roger which are published in Mr. Birch*s 

wa9 baroH of Bro^hill and earl of life of tbe Hon. Mr. Robert Boyie t 

Orrery, and Francis wau lord Shan- In thefe he remarks, that though he 

non, Robert, his fevcnth and young- raifed fuch a fortune as left him no | 

eft, refufed a peerage, but acquired room to envy any of his neighbourSy I 

a greater name than kings can give, yet he did it without care or burden J 

The earl had the fatisfa^ion of fee- to his confcieacf / 



ing thre« of th« fire fons who fur- 
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BOYLE (Rocfin) carl of Orrery, fifth fon of Richard Earl of 
the great carl of Cork, was born on the 25th of April, i62i» <^<^^^^^* 
and created Baron Broghill in the kingdom of Ireland when ^^^ran- 
but fcven years old. He was educated at the college of Dub- ccs. 
lin, and afbout the year 1636, was, by his father, fcnt with 
his elder brother lord Kynalmeaky to make the tour of France Morrlcc's 
and Italy. After his return, he married lady Margaret How- ^^^[^^ 
ard, fifter to the earl of Suffolk. During the lebellion in orrery. 
Ireland, he commanded a troop of horfe in the forces raifed 
by his father, and on many occaiiods gave undeniable proofs 
of his condu£l and courage. After the c^lTation of arms» 
which was concluded on the 15th of September 1643, he 
came over to England, and reprefented in fuch a light to the 
king the true character of the Iriih papifts, that his majefty 
was convinced they never meant to keep the ceflation, and 
therefore fent a commiffion to lord Inchiquin, prefident of 
A/] under, to profecute the rebels. Lord Broghill employed y 
his intereft in that county to afliit him in this fervice ; and 
when the government of Ireland was committed to the par- 
liannent, he continued to obferve the fame conduct till the 
king was put to death. That event (hocked him fo much, Memoirt of 
that he immediately quitted the fervice of the parliament ; the BcyUs, 
and, looking upon Ireland and his eftate^ there as utterly loft, P* 4^* 
f^mbarked for England, and returned to his feat at Marfton 
in Somerfetfhire, \yhere he lived privately till the year 1649. 
In this retirement, reflcding on the diftrefs of his country, 
and the perfonal injury he fuffcred whilft his eftate'was held 
by the Irifli rebels, he refolved, under pretence of going to 
the Spaw for his health, to crofs the feas, and apply ^ 
to king Charles II. for a commiffion to raife forces in Ire- ^ *' P* 
land, in order to reftore his majefty, and recover his own 
efiaie. He defired the earl of Warwick, who had an intereft 
in the prevailing partv, to procure a licence for him to go 
to the Spaw. He pretended to the earl, that his fole vievi^ 
was the recovery of his health; but, to fome of his friends 
of the royal party, in whom he thought he could confide, 
he difcovered his real defign ; and^ having raifed a coniider- 
able fum of money, came up to London to profecute his 
voyage. The committee of ftate, who fpared no money to IWa, 

fct proper intelligence, being foon informed of his whole de- 
gn, determined to proceed againft him with the utmoft fe- 
verity. Cromwell was at that time general of the parliament's 
forces, and a member of the committee, no ftranger to lord 
BroghiU's merit ; and coniidering, that this young nojbleinan 
might be of great ufe to him in reducing Ireland^ be earneft« 

X 2 ' ly 
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ly intreated the committee, that he might have leave to talk 
with him, and endeavour to gain him hefore they proceeded 
to extremities. Having, with great difficulty, obtained thb 
permiffion, he immediately difpatched a gentleman to the 
lord Broghill, to let him know, that he intended to wait up- 
on him. Broghill was furprized at this meflage, having ne- 
ver had the leaft acquaintance with Cromwell, and therefore 
defired the geptleman to let the general know that he would 
wait upon his .excellency. But while he was expeSing the 
return of the meffenger, Cromwell entered the room j and, 
after mutual civilities, told him in few words, that the com- 
mittee of ilate were apprized of his defign of going over, 
and applying to Charles Stuart for a commiffion to raife forces 
in Ireland ; and that they had determined to make an exam- 
ple of him, if he had not diverted them from that refb- 
lution. The lord Broghill interrupted him, and aflured 
him that the intelligence which the committee had received 
was falfe ; that he was neither in a capacity, nor had any in- 
clination, to raife difturbances in Ireland ; and concluded, 
with intreating his excellency to have a kinder opinion of 
him : Cromwell, inftead of making any reply, drew fome 
papers out of his pocket, which were the copies of feveral 
letters fent by the lord Broghill to thofe perfons in whom he 
moil confided, and put them into his hands. Broghill find- 
ing it was to no purpofe to diiTemble any longer, afked his 
excellency's pardon for what he had faid, returned him his. 
humble thanks for his proteflion againft the committee, and 
intreated his advice how he ought to behave in fo delicate 
a conjuncture. Cromwell told him, that though till this 
, time he had been a ftranger to his perfon, he was not fo to his 
merit and chafatfter ; but that he had heard how gallantly his 
lordihip had already behaved in the Irilh wars ; and therefore, 
iince he was named lord lieutenant of Ireland, and the re- 
ducing that kingdom was now become his province, he had 
obtained leave of the committee, to offer his lordfhip the 
command of a general officer, if he would ferve in that 
war : that he fhould have no oaths or engagements impofed 
upon him, nor be obliged to draw his fword againd any but 
the Irifli rebels ; the lord Broghill was infinitely furprized at 
fo generous and unexpefted an offer ; he faw himfelf at li- 
berty, by all the rules of honour, to ferve againfl the Irifh, 
whofe rebellion and barbarities were equally detefled by the 
royal party, and the parliament: he defired, however, the 
general to give him fome time to confider of what had been 
propofed to him. Cromwell brifkly told him, that.he muft 

come 
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come to fome refolution that very inflant ; that he himfclf 
was returning to the committee who were ftill fitting, and 
if his lordfhip rejefted their offer, they had determined to 
fend him to the Tower. Broghill finding that his life and li- 
berty were in the utmoft danger, and charmed with the 
franknefs and generofity of Cromwell's behaviour, gave him * 

his word and honour, that he would faithfully ferve him 
againft the Irifh rebels ; upon which, Cromwell once more 
aflured him, that the conditions which he had made with 
him, (hould be punftually obferved j and then ordered him 
to repair immediately to Briftol, to which place forces (hould 
be fent him, with a fufficient number of fliips to tranfport 
him into Ireland ; adding, that he himfelf fooi> would follow 
him, and was as good as his word in every particular. 

He foon raifed in that kingdom a troop and a regiment of 
1500 men, with which he joined Cromwell on his arrival ; 
and whilft the latter laid fiege to Clenwell, Broghill being 
detached to difperfe a body of 5000 men, which had aflem- 
bled to relieve the place, he, with 2000 horfe and dragoons, 
came up with the enemy at Maecrooms on the loth of May 
1650, and without waiting for the arrival of his foot, im- 
mediately attacked and routed them, making their general, 
the titular bifliop of Rofs, prifoner. He ofFereS this man 
his life if he would order the garrifon of Carrigdroghid 
caftJe tp furrendcr ; which the bifhop promifed, but when 
condudied to the place, he advifed them to defend it to the / 
iaft extremity ; upon which lord Broghill ordered him to be ^"f ^^^^** 
hanged. He fent a fummons to the caftle to furrender be- ^^^ rlduai- 
fore the arrivalof his battering cannon, otherwife they were.on of Ire- 
to expeft no quarter: his own army was furprifed at this ^^"^« 
fummons, as knowing he had not one piece of heavy can- 
non ; but Broghill had ordered the trunks of fever a 1 large 
trees to be drawn at a diftance by his baggage- horfel^; which 
the befieged perceiving, and judging from the flownefs of the 
motion, that the guns mull be of a vaft bore, immediately 
capitulated. When Ireton^ fat down before Limerick, he 
gave Broghill 600 foot and 400 horfe, with orders to prevejit 
lord Mufkerry's joining the pope's nuntio, who had got to- 
gether a body of 8000 men, and was determined to attempt 
the relief of Limerick. Mufkerry was at the head of 1000 
horfe and dragoons, and about 2000 foot: nocwithftanding 
which, lord Broghill fell refolutely upon him. The Irifh, 
having the advantage of the ground and numbers woqld have 
conquered, but for a ftratagem of lord Broghill. In the 
heat of the action, he defired thofe about him tq repeat 

X 3 what 
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whit be fnid ; and then cried out sls loud H he could» Th^j 
run, they run. The firft lino of the Irifli looked round to 
fee if their rear broke, and the rear feeing the face$ of their 
friends, and hearing the Ihouts of the enemy, imagined that 
the firft line was routed, and fled. The taking of limerick^ 
which put an end to the war in Ireland, was the confequence 
of this defeat. After Cromwell was declared proteflor, he 
f^nt for lord Broghill, made him one of his privy council, 
and allowed him as a great a Ihare of his confidence, as any 

Budgell. man, except Thurloe(A.) In i6<;6, the protestor, either 
fi^peding JVfonk's attachment to his perfon, or defirous of 
felievinff the people of Scotland, who complained of this 
plan's ftverity, propofed to lord Broghill to go to that king- 
dom with an abfolute authority ; to which his lordfhip with 
reluctance agreed, upon condition that he (hould have a dif- 
cre^tonary power to zA as he (hould fee proper ; that no 

Ibid. credit ihouid be given to any complaints till he had an -op- 

portunity of vindicating himfelf, and .that he ihouid be re- 
called in a year. Cromwell kept his word to him, for tho' 
the complaints agatnft Broghill were more numerous than thofe 
againft Monk, upon giving, at his return to London when 
the year was expired, an account of the reafons of his con- 
duct, Cromwell conceived a higher efteem for him than 
ever. 

After the de&th of his patron Oliver Cromwell, lord Brog-> 
hill did his utmoft to ferve his fon, to whom his lord(hip, ia 

IWd. p. 76, conjun£lion with lord Howard and fome others, made an ofr 
fer, that if he would not be wanting to himfelf, arid give 
them a fufficient authority to aft under him, they would 
either force his enemies to obey hinj, or cut them off. Rich* 
ard, fiartled at this propoiition, anfwered in a confternatioo, 
that be thanked them for their friend(faip, but that he nei- 
ther had done, nor would do any perfon any harm ; and that 
rather than a drop of blood (hould be fpilt on his account, 
he would lay down that greamefs which -was a burden to 
him. He was fo fixed in his refolution, that whatever the 
lords could fay was not capable of making him alter it, and 
they found it to no^purpofe to endeavour to keep a m^ in 

(a) In 1654, he wa$ cbofen knight 1656, he was not only chofen par- 

fer the county of Cork to fit with liament-nrjan for Edinburgh, but 

other parliament-men of Ireland a- knight for the county of Cork in a- 

snong the Englifh knights and burgef- nother parliament, which wei »t 

Us at Weftminfter. He was likewife Weftminfter the fame year. He vai? 

appointed refident of the protedor's likewifo made one of the protcAer** 

council in Scotland, which was worth lords, and a meopfber of the other 

tp ))im 147^ I. per annum» fitnd in hou(^, 

power 
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power who would do nothing for himfelf. Lord Broghlll, 
therefore^ finding the family of Cromwell thus Jaid afide, and Budgell, p. 
not berng obliged by any ties of gratitude to ferve thofc who 7^- 
aflumed the government, whofe ichemes too he judged wild 
and ill -concerted, from tbis^ime fliewed himfelf moft aftive 
and zeaFous to reftore the king, and for that purpofe repaired 
forthwith to his command in Munfter ; where, finding him- 
felf at the head of a confiderable force, he determined to get 
the whole army in Ireland to join with him in his defign, to 
gain, if pofli^Ie, fir Charles Coote, who had^great power in 
the north, and then to fend to Monk in Scotland. WhiKt he 
was bufied in thefe thoughts, a fummons came to him from 
the feven commiffioners, fent over by the committee of fafe- 
ty to take care of the affairs of Ireland, requiring him to 
attend them immediately at the caflle of Dublin. His friends 
advifed him to be upon his guard, and not put himfelf in the 
power of his enemies ; but, as he thought himfelf not ftrong 
enough yet to take fuch a ftep, he refolved to obey the fum- 
mons. Taking therefore his own troop with him as a guard, 
he fet out for Dublin. When he came to the city, leaving 
bis troop in the fuburbs, he acquainted the commiilioners 
that in obedience to their commands, he was come to know 
their farther pleafure. Next day, on appearing before them, 
they told him, that the ftate was apprehenfive he would 
praftife againft their government, and that therefore they 
had orders to confine h m, unlefs he wouJd give fufficient fe- 
curity for his peaceable behaviour. He defired to know what 
fecurity they expefled. They told him that fince he had 
a great interefl: in Munfter, they only defired him to engage, 
on the forfeiture of his life and eftate, that there fbould be 
no commotion in that province. He now plainly perceived ' 
the fnare which was laid for him ; and that, if he entered 
into fuch an engagement, his enemies themfclves might raife 
fome commotions in Munfter. He (aw himfelf, however, 
in their power, and made no manner of doubt but that if he 
refufed lo give them the fecurity they demanded, they would 
immediately put him up in prifon. He, therefore, defired 
fome time to confider of their propofal j but was told, they 
could give him no time, and expedled his immediate anfwer. 
Finding himfelf thus clofely pre fled, he humbly defired to be 
fatisfied in one point, namely, whether they intended to 
put the whole power of Munfter into his hands ? if they did, 
he faid, he was ready to enter into the engagement they de- 
nianded ; but if they did not, he muft appeal to all the 
World how cruel' and unreafonable it was, to expert he fhould 

X 4 anfwer 
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anfwer for the behaviour of people over whom he had no 
command. The commiffioners found themfelves fo much 
cmbarraflcd by this queftfon, thai they ordered him to with- 
draw ; and fell into a warm debate in what manner to pro- 
ceed with him. At laft Steel, one of the cpmmiflioners, 
who was alfo lord chancellor of Ireland, declared, that he 
was afraid, that even the honeft party in Ireland would think 
it very hard to fee a man thrown into prifon, who had done 
iuch iignal ferviccs to the proteftants ; but that on the othcf 
hand, he could never confent to the increafe .of lord Broghiir$ 
power, which the ftate*was apprehenfive might one day be 
employed againft them. He, therefore, propqfed that things 
fbould (land as they did at prefent ; that his lordfhip fhoul4 
be fent back to his command in Munfler in a good humour, 
and be fuffered at* Icaft to continue there till they received 
further inftruflions fropi England. This proposal wa§ agreed 
to by the majority of the bo^rd, and lord Broghill being 
called in, was told« in the mod obliging manner, that the; 
board was fo fenAble of the gallant actions he had performed 
in the Irifb wars, and had fo high an opinion pf his honour^ 
that they would depend upon that alone for his peaceable be« 
haviour. 
Buigcl. Upon his return to Munfter, he applied himfelf as clofely 

as ever, to form a party for the king's reftauration. After 
making fure of his own officers, the firft perfon of weight he 
engaged in the defign was colonel Wilfon, governor of Li- 
merick, in which place there was a garrifon of 2000 men; 
and having now fecured all Munfter, he* fent a trqfty agenj 
to fir Charles Coote to perfuade that gentleman to do in the 
north of Ireland, what he himfeU had done in the fouth. 
Sir Charles, who had taken difguft at the fuperiority of lieu- 
plami^on:s tenant general Ludlow, and the parliament's comrniffioners, 
W. of the and thought his eminent ferviccs Were not fufficiently reward- 
Vonr' ed by the prefidency of Connaught, came readily into the 
4-, 3. * defign. t'Ord Broghill being empowered by moft of the 
"^ chief officers in Ireland* under their hands, difpatched his 

brother, the lord Shannon, to the king then in Flanders, with 
a letter quilted in the neck of his doublet, to acquaint hi? 
majelly with the meafures he had taken, and inviting him to 
come into his kingdom of Ireland, afluring him, that if he 
pleafed to land at Cork, he ftiould be received with a fuffici- 
ent force to protecSl him againft all his enemies. At the 
fame time, he difpatched a meffenger to general Monk, 
then on his march from Scotland, to let him know what 
^hey were doing in Ireland, and to perfuade him to do the 
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like! Shannon was fcarce embarked for Flanders, when 
Lord Broghill received a letter from Sir<^harles Coote, ac- 
quainting him, that their defign of declaring for the king, 
or, what was the fame thing, for a free parliament, had taken 
air, and that he had therefore been obliged to declare fomc- 
ivhat fooner than they had agreed upon ; and, conjuring his 
lordfhip to declare himfelf likewife ; which Broghill did im- 
mediately, that he might not defert his friend, though he 
was a little apprehenfive, that fir Charles's precipitancy might 
ruin their defign. By this means, thofe who had aflumed 
the government of Ireland, finding themfelves in the midft 
pf two powerful parties, made little or no refiftance j and 
lord Broghill and fir Charles Coote fecured that kingdom for 
his majefty. 

Upon the king's reftoration, the lord Broghill came tOg^^^ j^ 
England ; but, inftead of being thanked for his fervices in 
Ireland, he was received with the utmoft coldnefs. Upon 
inquiry, he learnt, that Sir Charles Coote had aflured the 
king, that he was the firft man that flirred for him in Ire- 
land ; that the lord Broghill oppofed his majefty's return, and 
Was not at laft brought to confent; to it without much diffi- 
culty. His lordfliip recollecting that he ftill had Tjy him fir 
Charles's letter, in which were thefe words : * Remember, 

* my lord, that you firft put me on this defign ; and I be- 

* feeclvyou, forfake me not in that which you firft put me 
f upon, which was, to declare for king and parliament;* 
defired his brother Shannon to put it into the hands of the 
king, who being fully convinced by it, how ferviceable Brog- 
hill had been to him, looked upon him with as gracious an 

eye as he could himfelf defire or expeft. His lordfhip was Sept. 5, 
foon after made earl of Orrery, fworn of the king's privy- i^^o* 
council, appointed one of the lord's Juftices, and lord prefi- 
fident of Mijnfter. 

After the king's return the Irifh Roman Catholics fentgy^ H 
over fir Nicholas Plunket, and fome other commiffioners,^ 
with a petition to his majefty, praying to be r^ftored to their 
eftates. As this would, in effect, have ruined the prpteftants, 
they therefore chofe the earl of Orrery, Montrs^th, and fix 
m5re, to oppofe their adverfaries before the king and his 
council. The Irifh commiflioners were fo apprehenfive of 
the earl's eloquence and addrefs upon this occafion, that they Momce, 

{b) His majefty was infinitely him, that in all probability he would 

pleafed at the receipt of lord Brog- be very foon invited thither. Bud- 

I ill's letters 5 but received letters gell^ p. 24, 
l^om England foon after^ to acquaint 
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offered him eight tbouiand pounds in money, and to fettle 
eflates of feven thoufand pounds a year upon him, if he 
would not appear againft them ; which propofal the eari re- 
jeSed with a generous di(dain. When the caufe came f a 
hearing, after the Irifli commiffioners bad offered all they 
thought proper, the earl of Orrery, after a handibme com- 
pliment to the king, boldly affirmed, that his proteftant fub* 
jefls in Ireland were the firft-who formed an eiFedual party 
for reftoring him ; that the Irifb had broken all the treaties 
" which had been made with them i that they had fought a- 
gainft the authority both of the late and prefent king, and bad 
<^ered the kingdom of Ireland to the pope, the king of 
Spain, and the king of France. Laftly« to the great fur- 
prife, not only of the Irifb, but of his own brother commif- 
fioners, he proved his aflertions by producing feveral original 
papers figned by the Irifii fupreme council, of which fir Ni- 
cholas Plunket himfelf was one. This laft unexpedtd blow 
decided the difpute in favour of the proteftants ; and obliged 
bis majefty to difmiis the Iriih commiiBoners with fome har&r 
fxpreOions than he commonly made ufe of (c.) 

Soon after this affair, his lordQiip, with fir Charles Coote, 
lately made earl of Montrath, and fir Maurice Euftace; were 
^onfiituted lords juftices of Ireland, and commiffioned to call 
Buagcll. ^^^ ^^^^ ^ parliament. Some time before the meeting of 
the parliament he drew with his own hand the famous ad of 
fettlement, by which he fixed the property, and gave tides to 
July 28, their eftates to a whole nation. When the duke of Of- 
'^^^ mond was declared lord lieutenant, the earl of Orrery weot 
into Munfter, of which province he was prefident. By vir- 
tue of this office, he heard and determined caufes in a court 
called the refidency-court; and acquired fo great a reputation 
Budgell, p. in this judicial capacity, that he was offered the feak both by 
»»»* the king and the duke of York after the fall of the great earl 

of Clarendon ; but being very much afflicfted with the gout, 
he declined a poft that required conftant attendance. Dur* 
ing the fitft Putch war, wherein France a£ted as a confede- 
rate with Holland, he defeated the Scheme formed by the 
duke de Beaufort, admiral of France, to get pofieffion of tbe 

(c) After the hearing wa$ over, him. It is much more probabki 

the earl being preffed by his brother that the Iri(h, among whom he con- 

commimoners to acquaint theiti how ftaptly maintained feveral fpics, were 

he came by thofe papers, tol^ them betrayed on this occafion by fome 

a formai ftory of their beiiVg found whom they imagined to be thei' 

»n the enemy's garters, and put in- friends. Bvdgtll, p. 109. 
10 bis hands by a perfon unknown to 

bar* 
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harbour of Kinfale, and took advantage of the fright ofcarte'.jife 
the people and the alarm of the government to get a fort of the d. of 
ere£led under his own dire<aions, which was named fort^"«o»»«^ 
Charles. He promoted a fcheme for enquiring into and im- ^^g' ^'* ^' 
proving the king's revenue in Ireland ; but his majefty hav^ 
ing applied great fums out of the revenue of that kingdom, 
which did not come plainly into account, the enquiry wasiuij. 
never begun. Ormond, liftening to fome malicious infmua- Vol. n. p. 
lions, began to entertain ajealoufy of Orrery, and prevailed 3^» 
with the king^to dire6^ him to lay down his prefidential court; 
as a compenfation for which, his majefty made him a prt^ 
lent of 8000 1. Sir Thomas Clifford, who had been brought 
into the miniftry in England, apprehenfive that he could not 
carry his ends. in Ireland, whilft Orrery continued prefident 
of Munfter, procured articles of impeachment of high- 
treafon and mifmemeanours to be exhibited againft him in the 
Englifli houfc of commons : his lord&ip being heard in his 
place, gave an anfwer fo clear, circumftantial, and ingenu- 
ous, that the affair was dropt. The king laboured in vain 
to reconcile him to the French alliance, and the reducing of 
the Dutch. At the defire of the king and the duke of York, 
be drew the plan of an aft of limitation, by which the fuc'^ 
cellbr would have been difabled from encroaching on civil 
and religious liberty ; but the propofmg thereof being poft- 
poned till after the exclufion-bill was fet on foot, the k2k{6n 
for making ufe of it was pafTed. The king, to hinder his Cartels Lile 
returning to Ireland, and to keep him about his perfon, of-Q^***^?'^ 
fcred him the place of lord treafurer j but the earl of Orrery voh n/p. 
plainly told his majeftj^, that he was guided by unfteady coun- 391* 
fellors, with whom he could not aft. He died on the i6th 
of Oftober 1679, *" the fifty-ninth year of his age, leaving 
behind him the charafter of an able general, ftatefman, and 
writer (d.) He feems to have been particularly happy in what 

we 

0>) His writing? ^ire thefe : bout thp end of Od^ober 16^0, to 

1. Thelciib colours difplaycd ; in the then marquis, now duke of Or- 
a reply of aa l^ngHAi proceftant, (o m,ond> and the fecond time lord lieu- 
a letter of an Iri/h Roman catholic, tenant of that kingdom. By the 
Ipondon, i66». 410. right honourable the carl of Orrery, 

2, An anfwer tp a fcandalous let* &c. being a full difcovcry of the 
ttr lately printed, and fubfcribed by treachery of the Irirti rebels, fince 
Peter Walfli, pfopurator for the fe- the beginning of the rebellion there, 
cuUrandre^ularpopifliprieA^oflre- neceffary to be confidcrcd by all ad- 
land, cntitakd : A letter defiring a venturers, and other, perfons eftated 
juft ^d mereifol regard of the Ko- in that kingdom, Dublin, 16 6z, 
m^ catholics of Irel^iK^ given a- 4to,. . 
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BodseiL we uFually call a prefence of mind ; his parts and courage, 
whenever he was hardeft prefTed, afforded him unufual fuc- 
cours, and enabled him to extricate himfelf from the greateft 
difficulties with a furprifing dexterity. His natural parts were 
much improved by- literature* and his wit and courage ren- 
dered ftill more amiable by his religion. He was vaSly ge- 
nerous to men of merit in diftrefs, and charitable to the 
poor, for whofe benefit he ereded feveral fchools and alms- 
houfes. When Ireton had determined to deftroy the men, 
women, and children in an Irifli barony, who, after being once 
pardoned, had rebelled a fecond time, the then lord Broghill 
never left him till he had perfuaded him to lay afide fo cruel a 
refolution. A remarkable faying of his was, ^ That the greateft 

* cha- 



3. A poem on his majelly*s hap- 
py reft oration. 

4. A poem on the death of the 
celebrated Mc Abraham Cowley. 
London 1667, fol. 

5. The hiftory of Henry V. a 
tragedy. London, 1668, fol. 

6. MuAapha, the fon of Soli- 
man, the Magnificent, a tragedy. 
London, 1667, fol. and 1668. 

7. The black prince, a tragedy. 
London, 1672. fol. 

8. Tripbon, a tragedy. Lon- 
don, 1672, fol. Thefe four plays 
were colledled and publtdied toge- 
ther in folio in 1690, .and make now 
the entire firft volume of the neW^ 
edition of the earFs dramatic works. 

9. PartheniflTa, a romance in 
three volumes, London 1665, 4to, 
3677, foL 

10. A dream. In this piece he 
Introduces the genius of France, per- 
suading Charles II. to promote the 
intereft of that kingdom, and aft 
tfpon^ French principle^. He after- 
wards introduced the glioft of "his 
father diiruading * him from it, an- 
fwering all the arguments the genius 
of France had urged j and proving 
to him from his own misfortunes and 
tragical end, that a king's chief trea- 
fure, and only real ftrength, is the 
affe^^ions of his people. 

11. A treatifc upon the art of 
war. 

iz. Poems on the fafls and fefti- 
yals of the church. 

His poflhumous works are, i« Mr, 



Anthony, a comedy, 1692. a. Guz- 
man, a comedy, 1693. 3. Herod 
the Great, a tragedy, 1694. 4. AI- 
temira, a tragedy, brought upon the 
Aage by Mr. Francis Manning, in 
1702, wilh^ prologue by Henry St. 
John, £fq; afterwards lord vifcount 
Bolingbroke, and an epilogue by the 
hon. Charles Boyle, efq; the late 
earl of Orrery, who alfo interfperfed 
feveral fongs in the work itfelf. 5. 
State-letters publi/hed In folio, ia 
1742. Mr, Morrice fays, that his 
patron drew up a very curious ac- 
count of what was done in the court 
or camp, in which he had any part, 
or could fpeak of with certainty. 
But this hath never been publifhed. 
The duke of Ormond, having by his 
majefty's command, confulted with 
the earl of Orrery upon the propo- 
sitions to be laid before the parjia* 
ment of Ireland in 1677, his lord- 
fhip delivered to him five fheets pf 
paper, containing the moft effedual 
methods of protecting the nation 
from foreign and domeftic enemies, 
advancing the proteftant intcreft, 
increafing the revenue, and fecuring 
private property. But thefe, with 
other papers, were deftroy ed when 
lord Orrery's houfe was burnt to 
the ground in the year 1690 by a 
party of king James's foldiers, with 
the duke of Berwick at their head 5 
Lionel, then earl of Orrery, and 
grandfon to our author, being a mi- 
nor, and abroad on his travels^ 
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^ charity confifted in keeping people from needing it.* With 
this view he procured grants of fairs at Rathgogran and Bal- 
lymaathra, two of his villages ; which were thereby fo great- 
ly improved, that he afterwards obtained charters, by which 
they were ereded into boroughs, each fending two members 
to the Irlfh parliament ; and eftablifhed befides, manufaflures ColHns's 
in them for their better fupport. With regard to his domef- Peerage. 
tics he was alike careful of their bodies, eftates, and minds : 
they lived in the utmoft. plenty, but he fufFered no wafte;' 
and he had the utmoft abhorence for debauchery. He pro- 
vided for them according to their feveral capacities, that havr' 
ing lived well with him, they might not fall into indigence' 
after they left him : and he not only obliged his chaplain to 
have a due attention to their fpiritual concerns, but frequent- 
ly infpefted the difcharge of his duty in this particular. He 
had* iflue by his lady two fons and five daughters. 

BOYLE, (Robert) one of the greateft philofophers at 
well as beft men, that our own, or indeed any nation, has 
produced, was the feventh fon, and the fourteenth child, of 
Richard carl of Cork, and born at Lifmore in the province 
of Munfter in Ireland, upon the 25th of January 1626-7. Hlsownac^ 
He was committed to the care of a country nurfe, with in- ^o""**^^ ^^ 
ftruSipns to bring him up as hardy as if he had been her own of hTs'^lff^' 
fon ; for his father, he tells us, *' had a perfeft averfion for under the 
f' the fondnefs of thofe parents, which made them breed "anjeoff>hi« 
*' their children fo nice and tenderly, that a hot fun or a liftedbyDrl 
•' good fhower of rain as much endangers them, as if they Birch, in hii 
** were made of butter, or of fugar." By this he gain- ^^^^ ®^^<= 
ed a ftrong and vigorous conftitution, which however he af- Boyie pf^s! 
terwarcjls loft by being treated too tenderly. He acquaints us 8vo. edit. 
with feveral misfortunes, which happened to him in his ^^* P»9>*<J« 
youth. When he w^s about three years old, he loft his mo- 
ther, who was a moft accomplifhed woman, and whom he 
regrets on that account, becaufe he did not know her. A 
fecond misfortune was, that( he learned to ftutter, by mock- 
ing fome children of his own age : of which, though no 
endeavours were fpared, he could never be perfectly cured. 
A third, that in a journey to Dublin, he had like to have been 
drowned ; and certainly had been, if one of his father's gen- 
tlemen had not taken him out of a coach, which in {^aifing 
a brook, raifed by fome fudden (bowers, was overturned and 
carried away by the ftream. , p. 21. 

While he continued at home, he was taught to write a 
very fair hand, and to fpeak French and Latin, by one of the 

earl's 
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csLvVi chaplains, and a Frenchman that he Icept in (be houk. 
^^***** In the year 1635, his father fent him Over to England, in 
order to be educated at Eaton fchool ander Sir Henry Wot' 
• ton, who was the earl of Cork's old friend and acquaintance. 
Here he foon difcovercd a force of underftanding, which 
promifed great things, and a difpofition to cultivate and im- 
prove It to the utmoft. *^ What made him fo paffionate a 
*^ firiend to reading was, the accidental perufal of Quintus 
«* Curtius ; which firft made him in love with other than pc- 
^ dantick books, and conjured up in him that unfatisfied ap- 
•* petite of knowledge that is yet as greedy, as when it was 
^ firft raifed. In gratitude to this book, I have heard him 
** hyperbolically fay, that not only he owed more to Quia- 
*^ tus Curtius, than Alexander did ; but derived more advan- 
** tages from the hiftory of that great monarch's conqucfts, 
p.»5. i4 than ever he did from the conquefts themfelvcs.*' Thefe 
are Mr. Boyle's own words ; for in the account hitherto re- 
ferred to, he fpeaks of himfclf in the third perfon. While 
he remained at Eaton, there were feveral extraordinary ac- 
cidents that befel him, of which he has given us an account ; 
and three of which were very near proving fatal to him. The 
firft was the fudden fall of the chamber where he lodged, 
when himfelf was in bed : when befides the hazard he run of 
being cruQied to pieces, be had certainlv been choaked with 
the duft) during the time he lay under the rubbifti, if he hall 
not had prefence of mind enough to have wrapped his head 
up in the ftieet, which gave him an opportunity of breath- 
ing without hazard. A little after this he had been cruihed 
to pieces by a ftarting horfe, that rofe up fuddenly, and threvif 
himfelf backwards, if he had not happily difengaged his feet 
from the ftirrups, and caft himfelf from his back before he 
fell. A third accident proceeded from the careleiTnefs of an 
apothecary's fervant ; who, by miftaking the phials, brought 
f.i5,26,a7. him a ftrong vomit, inftead of a cooling julep. 

He remained at Eaton upon the whole between three and 
four years ; and then his father carried him to his own feat 
• at Stalbridge, in Dorfetfliire, where he remained fomc time 
under the care of one of his chaplains, who was the parfon 
of the place. In the autumn of 1638, he attended bis fa- 
ther to London, and remained with him at the Savoy, till 
his brother Mr. Francis Boyle efpoufcd Mrs. Elizabeth Kil- 
ligrew, and then, towards the end of OQober, within four 
V days after the marriage, the two brothers Francis and Ro- 
bert were fent abroad upon their travels, under the care of 
Mr, Marcombes. They embarked at Rye iu Suffex, and 
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from thence proceeded to Dieppe in Normandy 5 th^ Ihey 
travelled by land to Rouen, fo to Paris, and from thence to 
Lyons ; from which city they continued their journey to Ge- 
neva, where his governor had a family 5 and there the two 
gentlemen purfued their ftudies quietly, and without inter- 
ruption. Mr. Boyle, during his ftay here, refumecf his ac- p. 34, 37* 
quaintance with the mathematicks, or at leaft with the ele- 
ments of that fcience, of which be had before gained fome 
knowledge. For he tells us in his own memoirs, that while 
he was at Eaton, and afRicled with an ague before he was 
ten years old, by way of diverting his melancholy, they 
made hinvread Amadis de Gaule, and other romantic books, 
which produced fiich a reftleflhefs in him, that he was 
obliged to apply himfelf to the extra£);ion of the fquare and 
cube roots, and to the more laborious operations of Algebra, - 
in order to fix and fettle the volatility of his fancy. p^ ^^^ 

While he remained at Geneva, he made fome excurfions 
to vifitthe adjacent country of Savoy, and even proceeded fo 
far as to Grenoble in Dauphine. He took a view alfo of 
thofe wild mountains, where Bruno the firft author of the 
Carthufian monks lived in folitude, and where the firft and 
chief of the Carthufian abbies is feated. Mr. Boyle relates, 
that " the devil takmg advantage of that deep raving humour, 
*« fo fad a place, his own humour,'' which was naturally 
grave and ferious, ** and the ftrange ftories arid pidures he 
•* found there of Bruno, fuggefted fuch ftrange and hideous 
** diftrafting doubts of fome of the fundamentals of Chrif- 
<* tianity, that, though, he fays, his looks did little betray 
** his thoughts, nothing but the forbiddennefs of felfdif- 
** patch hindered his aSing it." He laboi^red under this 
perplexity and melancholy many months ; but at length get- 
ting out of it, he fet about enquiring into the grounds and 
foundation of the Chriftian Religion, '* that fo, fays he, 
*' though he believed more than he could comprehend, he 
*' might not believe more than he could prove 5 and owe the 
** ftedfaftnefs of his faith to fo poor a caufe, as the igno- 
•* ranee of what might be objeSed againft it." He became 
confirmed in the belief of chriftianity, and in a convicSliom 
of its truth ; yet not fo, he fays, but that " the fleeting 
<* clouds of doubt and difbelief did never after ccafe now and 
*' theii to darken the ferenity of his quiet : which made him 
*' often fay, that injeftions of this nature were fuch a dif- 
*' eafe to his faith, as the tooth-ach is to the body ; for, 
** though it be not mortal, it is very troublefome/' 
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In September 1641, he quitted Geneva, after havidg {pdii 
one and twenty months in that city : and paffing through 
Switzerland, and the country of the Grifons, entered Lom- 
bardy. Then, taking his rout through Bergamo, Brefcia, 
and Verona, he arrived at Venice; iVhere, having made 2 
fiiort flay, he returned to the continent, and fpent the win- 
ter at Florence. Here he employed his fpare hours in reading 
the modern hiftory in Italian, and the works of tt^e celebrated 
aftronomer GaUleo, who died at a village near this city, 
during Mr. Boyle's refidence in it. It was at Florence that 
he acquired the ItaUan language, which he underftood per- 
fcflly, though he never fpoke it fo fluently as the French. 
Of this indeed he was fuch a mafter, that^ as occafion re- 
quired, he pafTed for a native of that country in more places 
than one during his travels. " When the Carnaval was 
•' come, the feafon, fays Mr. Boyle, when madnefs is fo 
*' general in Italy, that lunacy does for that time lofe its 
*' name, he had' the pleafure to fee the tilts jnaintained by 
** the great duke's brothers, and to be prefent at the gentle- 
** men's balls. Nor did he fometimcs fcruple, in his go- 
** vemor's company, to vifit the famoufeft Bordellos, or 
" brothels; whither reforting out of bare curiofity, he re- 
•' tained there an unblemifted chaftity, and ftill returned 
'' thence as honeft .as he went thither ; profefEng, that he 
** never found any fuch fermons againft them, as they were 
•* againft themfelves ; the impudent nakednefs of vice 
•* cloathing it with a deformity, defcrlption cannot reach, 
•* and the worft of epithets cannot but flatter. But though 
•' he were no fuel for forbidden flames, he proved the ob- 
*' je£l of unnatural ones ; for being at that time iti the flower 
•' of youth, and the cares of the world having not yet faded 
•' a complexion naturally frefh enough, as he was once un- 
** accompanied diverting himfelf abroad, he was fomewhat 
*^ rudely prefled by the prepofterous courtfliip of two Friars, 
** whofe luft makes no dilHnftion of fexes, but that, which 
** its preference of their own creates ^ and not without dif- 
** ficulty and danger, forced a fcape from thofe gowned fo- 
** domites, whofe goatifli heats lerved not a^'little to arm him 
*' againft fuch people's fpecious hypocrify, and heightened 
** and fortified in him an averfenefs for opinions, which now 
4.6 " the religious difcredit as well as the religion." Thefeare 
• 5* 4 . ^^^ Boyle's own words j and we thought the contents of 
. them too curious to be omitted. 

About the end of March 1642, he began his journey from 
Florence to Rome, which took up but five days. He fur- 
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veycd the numerous curiodties of that city ; among whlchf 
b^ tells us, " he had the fortune to fee pope Urban VIII. at 
** chapel, with the cardinals, who feverally appearing 
**^ mighty princes, in that afTembly looked like a company of 
** common friars." He vifited the adjacent villages, which 
had any thing curious or antique belonging to them ; and 
had probably made a longer flay, had not the heats difagrebd 
with his brother. He returned to Florence, from thence to 
Leghorn, and fo by fea to Genoa. Then palling through 
the county of Nice, he crofled the fea to Antibes, where he « 
fell into danger for refufing to honour the crucifix ; from p. 4?. 
whence he went to Marfeilles by land. He was in that city 
in May .1642, when he received his father's letters, which 
informed him of the rebellion broke out in Ireland, and how 
difficultly he had procured the 250 1. then remitted to them, 
in order to help them home. 1 hey never received this mo- 
ney ; and were obliged to go to Geneva with their governor 
Marcombes, who fupplied them with as much at leaft as 
.carried them thither. They continued there a confiderable 
time, without either advices or fupplies from England : upon 
which Mr. Marcombes was obliged to take up fome jewels 
on his own credit, which were afterwards difpofed of with 
as little lofs as might be 5 and with the money thus raifed, 
they continued their journcv for England, where they arrived, 
in the year 1644. O" ^'^ arrival Mr. Boyle found his fa- 
rther dead j and though the earl had made an ample provifion 
for him, as well by leaving him his manor of Stalbridge, in 
England, as other confiderable eftates in Ireland, yet it was 
fbme time, before he could receive any money. However 
he procured proteftibns for his eftates in both kingdoms from 
the powers then in being ; from whom alfo he obtained leave 
to go over to France for a (hort fpace, probably to fettle ac- 
counts with his governor Mr. Marcombes : but he could not 
ftay long abroad, fince we find him at Cambridge the De- 
cember folio wing 

In March 1646, he retired to his manor at Stalbridge, 
where he refided for the mod part till May 1650. He ^^^^ ^oyWsLlf^ 
excurfions, fomctimes tn London, fometimes to Oxford 5 by Birch, p, 
and in February 1647, he went over to HolFand : but he 5«* Lon<*- 
made no confiderable iiay any where. During bis retirement *744?*^* 
at Stalbridge, he applied himfelf with incredible induftry to 
Audies of various kinds, to thofe of natural philofophy and 
chemiftry in particular. He omitted no opportunity of ob- 
taining the acquaintance of perfons diftinguiihed for parts and 
learning, to whom he was in every refpe£t a. ready, ufeful. 
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generous afldftant, and with whom he heU a conifant cof- 
refpondencc. He was alfo one of the firft members of that 
fmally but learned body of men, which, when all academical 
ftudies were interrupted by the civil wars, fecreted themfelves 
about the year 1645 ; and held privafic meetings, firft in Lon- 
don, afterwards at Oxford, For the fake of canvaifing fub- 
jt&s of natural knowledge, upon that plan of experiment 
which my lord Bacon had delineated. They ftiled them- 
fetves then *SThe Philofophical College ;" and, after the 
Reftoration, when they were incorporated and diflinguifhed 
Sprat's Hifopc"'y> ^^^^ ^^^ name of the *' Royal Society." His rc- 
tory, &c. tired courfe of life however could not hinder his reputation 
from rifmg to fuch a height, as made him taken notice of 
by fome of the moft eminent members of the Republick of 
Letters; fo that, in the year 1651, we find Dr. Nathaniel 
Highmore, a very eminent phyfician, dedicating to him a 
book4 under the title of ** The Hiftory of Generation : cxa- 
•* mining the feveral opinions of diverfe authors, efpccially 
«' that of Sir Kenelm Digby, in his Difcourfe upon Bo- 
« dies." 

In 1652, he went over to Ireland, in order to vifit and 
fettle his eftates in that kingdom ; and returned from thence 
in Auguft 1653. ^^ ^^* ^^^^ ^^^^^ obliged to go over to Ire- 
land again ; where he had fpent his time very unpleafantly, 
if it had not been for his intimate friend and acquaintance 
Sir William Petty, in whofe converfation he was extremely 
happy. In thefummerof 1654, he returned to England, 
and put in execution a deiign he had formed fome time, of 
refid.ng at Oxford ; where he continued for the moft part till 
Apr;l 1668, and then he fettled at London in the houfe of 
Birch's life, his fifter Ranclagh in Pall Mall. At Oxford he chofe to live 
&c. p. 109. j^ jj^g houfe of Mr. CrolTe, an apothecary, rather than in a 
college, for the fake of his health, and becaufe he had more 
room to make experiments. Oxford was indeed at that time 
the only place in England, where Mr. Boyle could have lived 
with much fatisfaflion; for here he found himfelf furrounded 
with a number of learned friends, fuch as Wilkins, Wallis, 
Ward, Willis, Wren, &c. fuited exadly to his tafte, and 
i^ho had reforted thither for the famereafons that he had 
done; the philofophical fociety being now removed from 
London to Oxford. It was during his refidence here, that 
he invented that admirable engine, the air-pump; which 
was perfefted for him by the very ingenious Mr. Robert 
p. 3- Hooke, in 1678, or 1679. By this he made feveral experi- 
ments, and was enabled to difcover and demonftrate feveral 
* ^Uali- 
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qualities of the air^ fo as to lay a foundatioh for a compkat 
theory. He was not however fatisfied with this, but laboured 
inceffantly in collecSting and digefting, chiefly from his own 
experiments, the materials requifite for this purpofe. He 
declared againft the philofophy of Ariftotle, as having in it 
more of words than things, promifing much and performing 
little; and giving the inventions of men for indubitable 
proofs, inftead of building upon obfervation and experiment. 
He was fo zealous for, and fo careful about, this true me*- 
tbod of learning, by experiment, that, though the Cartedan 
philoibphy then made a great noife in the world, yet he would 
never be perfuaded to read the works of Defcartesj for fear 
he ihould be amufed and led away by plaufible accounts of 
things, founded on conje(5lure, and merely hy4>othetical. 

But philofophy and enquiries into nature, though they en- 
gaged his attention deeply, did not occupy it intirely; fincc 
we find, that he ftill continued to purfue critical and theole- 
gical f(udies. In thefe he had the affiftance of fome great 
men, particularly Dr. Edward Pocock, Mr. Thomas Hyde, 
and Mr. Samuel Clarke, all of great eminence for their fkill 
in the oriental languages. He had alfo a ftridl: intimacy with p. 113. 
Dr. Thomas Barlow, at that time head- keeper of the Bod- 
leian library, and afterwards bifliop of Lincoln, a man of 
various and extenfive learning. In the year 1659, die fa- 
mous Dr. Wallis, fo diftinguiflied for his mathematical and 
philofophical learning, did him the honour to dedicate to him 
his , excellent treatife " On the Cycloid."^ This year alfo 
Mr. Boyle, being acquainted with the unhappy ciraimftances 
of the learned Sanderfon, afterwards biftiop of Lincoln, who 
had loft all his preferments on account of his attachment to 
the Royal party, conferred upon him an honorary ftipend of 
50 1. a year. This ftipend was given, as an encouragement 
to that excellent mafter of reafoning, to apply himfelf to the 
writing pf ** Cafes of Confcience:" and accordingly he 
printed his ledlures De obligatione confcientiae, which he 
read at Oxford in 1647, and dedicated them to his friend and 
patron. The dedication bears date November 22, 1659: 
and in ithe fpeaks of Mr. Boyle as a gentleman, much more 
diftinguiflied by his excellent difpofilions, love of learning, 
humanity, piety, and all kinds of virtue, than by his birth 
and quality. p.iao,i«% 

Upon the reftoration of Charles II. Mr. Boyle was treated 
with great civility and refpecft by the king, as well as by the 
two great minifters, the lord treafurer Southampton and the 
lord chancellor Clarendon. He was follicited by the latter 
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to enter into holy orders, not only out of regard to him and 
his family, but chiefly with a view to ferve the church itfelf ; 
for Mr. Boyle's noble family, his diftinguiflied learning, and 
above all his unblemifhed reputation, induced lord Clarendon 
to think, that any eccleiiaftical preferments he might attain 
would be fo worthily difcharged, as to do honour to the clergy, 
and fervice to the eftabliibed communion. Mr. Boyle con- 
fidered all this with due attention ; but to «ballance thefe be 
refleSed, that in the fituation of life he was in, whatever 
he 4¥rote with refped to religion, would have fo much the 
greater weight, as coming from a layman ; fmce he well 
knew, that the irreligious fortified themfelves againft 'all that 
the clergy could oflFer, by fuppoflng and faying that it wa$ 
their trade, and that they were paid for it. He confidered 
likewife, that, in point of fortune and charaQer, he needed 
no acceffions ; and indeed he never had any appetite for either. 
But bifhop Burnet, who preached his funeral fermon, and 
to whom Mr. Boyle communicated memorandums concern- 
ing his own life, tells us, that what had the greateft weight 
in determining his judgment, wa?;, " the not feeling within 
FdneralScr-** himfelf any motion or tendency of mind, which he could 
mon, p.»9.** fafely efteem a call from the Holy Ghoft, and fo not ven- 
edit. in 410. *« turing to take holy orders, left he fliould be found to have 
** lied unto it." He chofe therefore to purfue his philofopbi- 
cal ftudies in fuch a manner, as might be moft efFedual for 
the fupport of religion , and began to communicate to the 
world the fruits of thofe ftudies. 

The firft of thefe was printed at Oxford in 1660, in 8vo. 
under the title of, i. New Experiments Phyfico* mechanical, 
touching the fpring of the air and its eiFe<^s, made for the 
moft part in a new pneumatical engine : addrefled to his 
nephew the lord Dungarvan. This work was attacked by 
Francifcus Linus and Mr. Hobbes ; which occafioned Mr. 
Boyle to fubjoin to a fecond edition of it, printed at London 
1662, in 4to, A Defe;ice, &c. in which he refuted the ob- 
je£Uons of thofe philofophers with equal candour, clearnefe, 
and civility. A third edition was printed in 1682, 4to. 2. 
Seraphick Love; or, fome motives and incentives to the 
love of God, pathetically difcourfed of in a letter to a friend, 
1660, 8vo. This piece, though it did not appear till now, 
was finiftied as early as the year 1648, It has run through 
many editions, and been tranflated into Latin. The fame of 
Mr. Boyle's great learning and abilities extended itfelf even 
at this time beyond the bounds of our ifland, fo that the 
grand duke of Tufcany, a prince diftinguiflied for learning, 
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xhts extremely .defirous of a correfpondencc with hifti : of 
iM^hich he was advertifed in a letter, dated Oflober lo, 1660, 
from Mr. Southwell, then refidcnt at Florence. 3. Certain worL' vol. 
Phyfiological Effays and mother trails, 1661, 4to. They v. p. 403, 
were printed again in 1669, 4to, with large additions, ef-4<>4' 
pcciajly of " A Difcourfe about the abfolute reft of bodies :'* 
and were tranflated into Latin. 4. Sceptical Chemift, 1 662, 
8vo. A very i:urious and excellent work ; reprinted in 1679, 
8vo, with the addition of Divers experiments and notes 
about the produciblenefs of chemical principles. 

In the year 1662, a grant of the forfeited impropriations 
in the kingdom of Ireland was obtained from .the king in 
Mr. Boyle's name, though without his knowledge ; which 
iieverthelefs did not hinder him from interefting himfelf very 
warmly, for procuring the application of thofe impropriations, 
to the promoting true religion and learning. He interpofed ^"^^ P* 
likewife in favour of the corporation for propagating the gof- 
pel in New England ^ and was very inftrumental in obtaining 
^ a decree in the court of chancery, for reftoring to that cor- 
poration an eftate, which had been injurioufly repofiefled by 
one col. Bediniield, a papift, who had fold it to them for a 
valuable confideration. His a£livity in matters of this na- 
ture was fo much the more honourable, as he was naturally 
inclined to, and generally fpeaking followed that inclination 
in leading a private and retired life. But whenever the caufe 
of virtue, learning, or religion, required it, his intereft and 
endeavours were never wanting ; and, what is very remark- 
able, were feldom employW but with fuccefs. In the year 
1663, the Royal Society being incorporated by king Cl^arles 
II. Mr. Boyle was appointed one of the council ; and, as 
he might be juftly reckoned among the founders of that learn- 
ed body, fo he continued one of its mod ufeful and induftrious 
fliembers, during the whole courfe of his life. In June 1 663^ ^^^^f P* '^> 
he publiflied, 5. Confiderations touching the ulefulnefs of 
experimental natural philofophy, 4to. reprinted the year 
following. 6. Experiments and confiderations upon co- 
lours ; to which was added a letter, containing Obfervations 
on a diamond that fhines in the dark, 166:^, 8vo. reprinted 
in the fame fize in 1670. It was alfo tranflated into Latin. 
This treatife is full of curious and ufeful remarks on the hi- 
therto unexplained dodrine of light and colours ; in which 
he (hews great judgment, accuracy, and penetration, and 
may be faid to have led the way to that mighty genius, the 
great Sir Ifaac Newton, who has fince fet that important 
-point in thedeareftand moft con vb^ing light. 7. Confide- 
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ratioDfl tipon the ftyle of the holy fcriptures, 1663, 8vo. A 
Latin tranflgtion of it was printed at Oxford^ where mod of 
his writings were publifiied, in 1 665. It was an extraft from 
a larger work, intitled. An EiTay on Scripture ; which was 
afterwards publlfhed . by Sir Peter . PetC, a friend of Mr« 
Boyle's. 

. In 1664, he was elefled into the company of the Royal 
mines ; and was all this year taken up in the profecution of 
various good defigns, which probably was the .reafoit why 
he did not fend abroad any treatifes either of religion or phi- 
lofophy. The year fallowing came forth, 8. Occaflonal 
Refledions upon feveral fubjeds ; whereto is prefixed A Dif- 
courfe about fuch kind of thoughts, 1665, 8vo. reprinted in 
xv^K^ 1669, 8vo. This piece is addrefled to Sophronia, uodef 
v."p. 32s! whofe name be concealed that of his beloved fifter, the vif- 
countels of Ranelagh. The thoughts thcmfelvet are on a 
vaft variety of fubjedis, written many years before ; fome in- 
deed upon trivial occafions, but all with great accuracy of 
language, much wit, more learning, and in a wonderful 
flrain of nK)ral and pious refledion. Yet this expofed him 
to the only fevere cenfure, that ever was pafled upon him, 
and that too from no lefs a man than the celebrated dean 
Swift ; who, to ridicule thefe difcourfes, wrote A pious me- 
ditation upon a broomftick, in the ftyle of the honourable 
Mr. Boyle. But, as his noble relation the prcfent lord Or- 
rery has faid, V to what a height muft the fpirit of farca(in arife 
** in an author, who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule 
** fo good a man, as Mr. Boyle ? The fword of wit, like the 
*' fcythe of time, cuts down friend and foe, and attacks every 
*^ obje6^, that accidentally lies in its way. But, (harp and 
Remarks on" irrefiftible as the edge of it may be, Mr. Boyle will always 
the life and " remain invulnerable." A certain writer, by way of mak- 
writings of j^g rcprifals upon Swift for his treatment of Mr. Boyle, 
VllLi' ^ which he affirms to be as cruel and unjuft, as it is trivial and 
indecent, has obferved, that, from this very treatife, which 
he has thus turned into ridicule, he borrowed the firft liint of 
Rlograph. his Gulliver's travels. He grounds his conje£lure upon the 
^Btitann. following paffagc, to be found in the Occafional Reflefiions, 
Boyle, note^^ Youput me In mind of a fancy of your friend Mr. Boyle, 
*^ who was faying, that he had thoughts of making a fhort 
** romantick ftory, where the fcene (hould be laid in fome 
^'^ ifland of the fouthern ocean, governed by fome fuch ra- 
** tional laws andcuftoms asthofeof the Utopia or the New 
*< Atalantis. And in this country he would introduce an ob-* 
^^ ferving nativcj that upon bis return home, from his tra* 
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U vels made in Europe, fcould give an account of our coun- 

<< tries and manners under feigned names ; and frequently 

*^ intimate in his relations, or in his anfwers to queflions 

*' that {hould be made him, the reafons of his wondering, 

" to find our cuftoms fo extravagant, and differing from 

*^ thofe of hisovirn country. For your friend imagined, that 

** by fuch a way of expofing many of our pradlices, we 

" (hould ourfelves be brought unawares to condemn, or per- 

^* haps to laugh at them ; and (hould at lead ceafe to won- 

^' der, to find other nations think them as extravagant, asg^ |^*3 

" we think the manners of the Dutch and Spaniards, as\ they Works, vol. 

" are reprefented in our travellers booki," l^* P* **°* 

The fame year he publifhed an important work, intitled, 
9. New Experiments and Obfervations upon cold j or, an 
experimental hiftory of cold begun: with feveral pieces 
thereunto annexed, 1665, 8vo. reprinted in 1683, 4to, His 
excellent charafler in all refpefts had procured him fo much 
efteem and affedion with the king, as well as with every body 
elfe, that his majefty, unfoUicited and unafked, nominated 
him to the provollfhip of Eton College, in Auguft 1665. 
This was thought the fitteft employment for him in the king- 
dom 5 yet, after mature deliberation, though contrary to the 
advice of all his friends, he abfolutely declined it« He had 
feveral reafons for declining it. He thought the duties of 
that employment might interfere with his (ludies: he was / 
unwilling to quit that courfe of life, which, by experience, 
he found fo fuitable to his temper and conftitution : and, 
above alj, he was unwilling to enter into holy orders, which 
be was pprfuaded was neceflary to qualify himfelf for it. In ^^^^^' Pj^ 
this year and the next, he was much taken up with* looking 
into an affair, that made a very great noife in the world ; and 
the decifion of which, from the high reputation he had gained, 
was in a manner univerfally expe£led from him. The cafe 
was this : one Mr. Valentine Greatracks, an Iri(h gentle- 
man, perfuaded himfelf that he had a peculiar gift of curing 
difeafes by ftroaking ; in which, though he certainly fucceed- 
ed often, yet hefometimes failed ; and this occafioned a great 
controverfy, in which moft of the parties concerned addreffed 
themfelvesto Mr. Boyle. Among the reft, the famous Mr. 
Henry Stubbe wrote a treatife upon this fubjeft, intitle3, 
** The Miraculous Conformift : or, an account of feveral 
** marvellous cures, performed by the ftroaking of the hands 
** of Mr. Valentine Greatracks; with a phyfical difcourfe 
<' thereupon, in a letter to the honourable Robert Boyle, 
**^ cfq;'* Mr. Boyle received this book upon the 8th of 
Y 4 March, 
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March, i66^-6 ; and wrote a letter to Mr. Stubbe the ntxt 
morning, which begins in the following manner : 

«« Sir, 
*« It was fo late yeftcrnight, before I received youraccomit 
•' of Mr. Greatrack's flupetidous performances, that I had 
** much ado to run it over before I went to bed: and this 
*^ morning being to take care of fome little affairs in order 
<* to a remove, that Lam, to make in the afternoon for fome 
<^ days, I am obliged to anfwer your letter in as much hafte 
** z^ you tell me you writ it in ; which intimation I hope will 
•* excufe me to you, for my not taking a folemn notice of 
** thofe fuperfluous ackn6wledgments, you are pleafed to 
** begin with for fervices, that are not confiderable enough 
•* to deferve or expeft a publidc retributiom; having been 
<* but fuch, as a lefs intercft in the mufes than yours, would 
*' have intitled you to from one, that is fo much their fervant 
••"■as I. To begin then, I muft confefs to you, that I was 
^^ fomewhat furprized to find this epiftle of yours brought me 
** from the prefs, before I had feen it any other way ; and 
*• it is no fmall trouble to me, both upon your fcore and my 
•' own, that I did not fee the manufcript before it came 
** abroad. For if I had fcafonably feen what you wrote about 
** miracles, I fhould freely have difTuaded you from publickly 
•* addre<5ng to me, what 1 cannot but much difTent from ; 
*^ and perhaps I ihould have been able to prevail with you 
<* to omit all that part of your epiftle. For befides that, 
** lince you take notice yourfelf of the prejudice your former 
<< meddling with theological matters has done you, you can 
^* fcarce doubt but that it has made many perfons indifpofed 
** to put the beft c^onftrudions upon what you write : befides 
•^ this, I fay, I confefs I think you might have fpared fo much 
** pains, as you take in the former part of your letter, to 
*' ihew, that Mr. Greatrack's gift may be miraculous, fincc 
♦^ the latter part of it's employed to make out what he per- 

Birch, p, '?< forms by natural means, &c." 

*i7' We perceive, from this fhort tranfcript, how extremely ten* 

der Mr. Boyle was of religion; and how jealous of admit- 
ting and countenancing any principle or opinions, that he 
thought might have a tendency to its hurt or difcrcdit. But 
what is mod incumbent on us to obferve at prefent, is, that 
this letter is certainly one of the cleareft teftimonies of Mr, 
Boyle s vaft abilities and extenfive knowledge, that is any 
where extant. It is a very long letter, upwards of twenty 
pages in ?VQi very learned; and very judicious j wonderfully 

corrc^ 
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corrc6l Jn the diflion and ftyle^ remarkabjy clear in the me-r 
thod ;ind form, highly exaS in the obfervations and remarks, 
and abounding in pertinent and curious fads to illuftrate his 
reafoning. Yet it appears, from the letter itfelf, that it was 
written within the compafs of a fingle morning : a fa£t, ,wc 
ihould have imagined next to impoilible, if it had not been 
attefted by one whofe veracity was never queftioned, that 
is, by Mr. Boyle himfelf. In the year 1666, Dr.John Wal- 
lis addreffed to Mr. Boyle his piece Upon the Tides ; as did 
the famous phyfician. Dr. Thomas Sydenham, his Method 
of curing Fevers, grounded upon his own obfervations. 
Himfelf likewife publiflied that year, 10. Hydroftatical Para- 
doxes made out by new experiments, for the moft part phy- 
sical and eafy, in 8vo ; which he fent abroad at the requeft 
of the Royal Society, thofe experiments haviqg been made 
at their defire about two years before. 11. The Origin of 
forms and qualities, according to the Corpufcular philofophy, 
illiiflrated by confiderations and experiments, 1666, 4to ; 
and reprinted the year following, in 8vo. This treatife did 
great honour to Mr. Boyle, whether we confider the quick- 
nefs of his wit, the depth of his judgment, and his inaefati- 
gable pafns in fearching after truth. We muft not forget to 
obferve, that both in this and the former year, he commu- 
nicated to his friend Mr. Oldenburgh, who was fecretary to 
the Royal Society, feveral curious and excellent fhort trea- 
tifes of his own, upon a great variety of "fubjects, and others 
tranfmitted to him by his learned friends both at home and 
abroad, which are printed and preferved in the Philofophical 
XranfaJlions. Another thing it may not be improper to ob- Birch, p. 
ferve, that, in the warm controverfy raifed at this time about *^*' -' 
the Royal Society, Mr. Boyle efcaped all cenfure; and though 
Mr. Stubbe among others attacked it in feveral pamphlets 
with all the fury imaginable, yet he preferved a juft refpeS 
for Mr. Boyle's great learning and abilities : who, on his 
part, fhewed a Angular goodnefs of temper, in bearing, as he 
did, with fo much pride, paffion, and indecent treatment 
from a perfon whom he had highly obliged, becaufe he 
thought him, with all his faults, capable of being ufeful to 
the world. 

About this time, namely, in the year 1668, Mr. Boyle 
fefolved to fettle himfelf in London for life 5 and renibved, 
for that purpofe, to the houfe of his fifter, the lady Rane- 
lagh, in Pall Mall. This was to the infinite benefit oJF the 
learned in general, and particularly to the advantage of the 
Koyal Society ; to whom he gave great and continual afTift- 
5 ance. 
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ance, ^the feveral pieces communicated to them from txoc^ 
to time, and printed in their Tranfadions, do abundantly 
tcftify. Thofe who applied to him, cither to dcfirc his help, 
or to communicate to him any new difcoveries in fcience^ be 
had his fet hours for receiving ; otherwife it is eaiy to con* 
ceive, that he would have h^ very little of bis time to him- 
felf. But befides thefe, he kept a very extenfive correfpon- 
dence with perfons of the greateft figure, and moft famous 
for learning, in all parts of Europe. In the year 1669, he 
publiflied, 12. A Continuation of new experiments touching 
the fpring and weight of the air; to which is added A DiU 
, courfe of the atmofpheres of confident bodies ; and the fame 
year he revifed and made many additions to feveral of his former 
tra£ts, fome of which, as we have before obferved, were now 
tranflated into Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad. 
13. Tra£ls about the cofmical qualities of things; cofmical 
fufpicions ; the temperature of the fqbterranean regions ; (he 
bottom of the fea : to which is prefixed an introdu^on to 
the hiftory of particular qualities, 1670, 8vo. This book 
• occafioned much fpeculation, as it ieenied to contain a vaft 
treafure of new knowledge, which had never been communi- 
cated to the world before ; and this too, grounded upon a£hi^ 
experiments and arguments juftlv drawn from them, inftead 
of that notional and conjedural philofophy, whicK, in the 
beginning of the feventeenth century, had been (b much in 
famton. About this time Dr. Peter du Moulin, who was 
fon of the famous French divine of the fame name, and had 
travelled as governor to Mr. Boyle's nephew> dedicated to 
him his coUedion of Latin poems. 

In the midft of all thefe ftudies and labours for the publick, 
he was attacked by a fevere paralytick difiemper; of which, 
though not without great difficulty, he got the better, by 
ftriiUv adhering to a proper regimen. In the year 1671, he 
publimed, 14. Confiderations on the ufefulnefs ofexperimen* 
tal and natural philofophy. The fecond part, 4to. And, 15. 
A CoUedtion of tra<fls upon feveral ufeful and important points 
of pra£lical philofophy, 4to : both which works were received 
as new and valuable gifts to the learned world. 16. An Effay 
about the origin and virtue of gems, 1672, 8vo. 17. A Col- 
le£lion of trads upon the relation between flame and air; 
and feveral other ufeful and curious fubjefts ; befides fumifr- 
ing in this, and in the former year, a great number of fliort 
difertations upon a vaft variety of topicks, addrefTed to the 
Royal Society, and inferted in their Tranfadions. 18. Eflays 
on the ftrange fubtlety, great efficacy, and determinate nature 

of 
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of dHttvia 5 to wfakh were added variety of experrmcnts on 
other fubjefts, 1673, 8vo. The fame year Anthony le Grand, 
the famous Cartefian philofopher, printed his Hiftoria Natu-^ 
rar, &c. at London, and dedicated it to Mr< Boyle. He 
does juftice to Mr. Boyle's univerfal reputation for extcnfive 
learning and amazing fagacity in every branch of experiment 
tarl pbilofophy ; and fays of him, what Averroes faid of Arif- 
totle, that " Nature had fornaed him as an exemplar or pat- 
** tern of the higheft perfeSion, to which humanity can at- 1 

*^ tain." 19. A Colledion of trads upon the faltnefs of the 
fea, the moifture of the air, the natural and preternatural 
ftate of bodies, to which is prefixed a Dialogue concerning 
cold, i674> 8vo. 20. The excellency of theology compared 
wth natural pbilofophy, 1673, 8vo. This difcourfe wa« 
vt^rittenln the year 1665, while Mr. Boyle, to avoid the great 
plague which then raged in London, was forced to go from 
f^ce to place in the country, and had little or no opportunity 
of Gonfulting his books. It contiiins a great number of cu- bj^^^ pj 
rious and ufeful, as well as juft and natural, obfervations. fti6. 
21. A Colle<^ion of trads, containing fufpiciohs about hid« 
den qualities of the air; with an appendix touching celeflial 
magnets ; animadverfions upon Mr. Hobbes's problem about 
a vacuum ; a difcourfe of the caufe of attraction and fusion, 
1674, 8vo. 22. Some Confiderations about the reconci* 
liablenefsof reafon and religion. By"T. E. a layman. To 
-which is annexed a difcourfe about the po/fibility of the 
rcfurredion by Mr. Boyle, 1675, 8vo. Tbe reader muft 
be informed, that both thefe pieces were of his writing ; only 
he thought fit to mark ihe former with the final letters of his 
name. Among other papers that he communicated this year 
to the Royal Society, there wpre two connected into one dif^ 
courfe, that deferve particular notice. The former was in- 
titled. An experimental difcourfe of quickfilver growing hot 
^vith gold 'y the other related to ^e fame fubjed, and both 
of them contained difcovcries of the utmoft importance. 
To be convinced of this, obferve only the following paf- 
iages of a letter written by Mr. Newton, afterwards Sirlfaac 
Newton, to Mr. Oldenburgh, the fecretary of the Royal 
Society, upon the occafion of it. The letter is dated from 
Cambridge, April 26, 1676. 

** Yefterday I reading the two laft philofophical tranfac- 
** tions, had an opportunity to confider Mr. Boyle's uncom* 
'* mon experiment about the incalefccnce of gold and mer- 
*• cury. I believe the fingers of many. will itch to be at the 
•' knowledge of the preparation of fuch a mercury j and for 

<^ that 
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•* that end fomc will not be wanting to move for the pub- 
•* lifliing of it, by urging the good it may do to the world. 
<< But, in my fimple judgment, the noble author, iince he 
*< has thought fit to reveal himfelf fp far, does prudently in 
<* being referved in the reft. Not that I think any great 
** excellence in fuch a mercury, either for medicinal or chy- 
*< mical operations ; for it feems to me, that the metalline 
'* particles with which that mercury is impregnated, may 

«< be grofler than the particles of the mercury, &c. But 

•* yet, becaufe the way by which mercury may be fo im- 
«* pregnated, has been thought fit to be concealed by others, 
** that have known it, and therefore may poffibly be an in- 
<' let to fomething more noble, not to be communicated with- 
<< out immenfe damage to the world, if there (hould beany 
** verity in the hermetick writers ; therefore I queflion not, 
<< but that the great wifdom of the noble author will fway 
«* him to high filence, till he ihall be refolved of what con- 
•• fequence the thing may be, either by his own experience, 
•' or the judgment of fome other, that throughly undeiihinds 
<< what he fpeaks about ; that is, of a true hermetick philo- 
** fopher, whofe judgment, if there be any fuch, would be 
<< more to be regarded in this point, than that of all the 
•' world befide to the contrary ; there being other things be- 
*^ fide the tranfmutation of metals, if thole great pretenders 
*« brag not, which none but they uiiderfland. Sir, becaufe 
'< the author feems defirous of the fenfe of others in this 
^* point, I have been fofree as to fhoot my bolt; but pray 
*^ keep this letter private to yourfelf. Your fervant. 
Birch, p. Ifaac Newton." 

In the year 1676, Mr. Boyle publiflied, a 3. Experiments 
and notes about the mechanical origin or produ£lion of par- 
ticular qualities, in feveral difcourfes on a great variety of 
fubjedls, and, among the refl, ' of eledricity. He had been 
for many years a direftor of the Eaft India company, and 
very ufeful in this capacity to that great body, more efpecially 
in procuring their charter; and the only return he expedcd 
for his labour, was, the engaging the company to come to 
fome refolution in favour of the propagation of the gofpel, 
by means of their flourifhing faftories in that part of the 
world. Asa proof of his own inclination to contribute, as 
far as in him lay, for that purpofe, he caufed five hundred 
copies of the gofpels and ads of the apoftles in the Malayab 
tongue, to be printed at Oxford in 1677, 4to, and to be fent 
abroad at his own expence. This appears from the dedic^ 
tion, prefixed by his friend Dr. Thomas Hyde, to that tran- 
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ilation, which was pubtifhed under his direflion. It was the 
fame fpirit and principle which made him fend, about three 
years before, feveral copies of Grotius de veritate chriftianae 
religionis, tranflated into Arabick by Dr. fidw^rd Pocock, 
into the Levant, as a means of propagating chriftianity there. Birch, p. 
There was printed in 1677, at Geneva, a Mifcellaneous Col- »ii. 
leflion of Mr. Boyle's works in Latin, without his conf^nt 
or even knowledge j of which there is a large account given 
in the Philofophical Tranfaftions. In 1678, he^ communi- j^^, ^xxx. 
cated to Mr. Hooke a fhort memorial of fome obfervations, 
made upon An artificial fubftance that {hines without any 
preceding illuftration ; which that gentleman thought fit to 
publifh in his Le6)iones Cutlerians. He publifhed the fame 
year* 24. Hiftorical Account of a degradation of gold made 
by an antt- elixir : a ftrange chemical narrative, 4to, reprint- 
ed in the fame fize in 1739. This made a very great noifc 
both at home and abroad, and is looked upon as one of the 
moft remarkable pieces that ever fell from his pen ; fince the 
fa£ts contained in it would have been efteemed incredible, if 
they had been related by a man of lefs integrity and piety 
than Mr. Boyle. The regard, which the great Newton had 
for Mr. Boyle, appears from a very curious letter, which the 
former wrote to him, at the latter end of this year, for the 
fake of laying before him his fentiments upon that etherial 
medium, which he afterwards propofed, in his Opticks, as 
the mechanical caufe of gravitation. This letter is to be 
found in the life of our author by the reverend Dr. Birch. p, 234. 

In the year 1680, Mr. Boyle publiflied, 25. The Aerial 
Nodiluca ; or fome new phenomena, and a procefs of a 
faftitious felf-fliining fubftance, 8vo. It Was upon the 30th 
of November this year, that the Royal Society, as a proof 
of the juft fenfe of his great wortTi, and of the conflant and . 
particular fervices, which through a courfeof many years he 
had done them, made choice of him for their prefident ; but 
he being extremely and, as he fays, peculiarly tender in point 
of oaths, declined the honour done him, by a letter ad- 
drcfled to " his much refpe6ted friend Mr. Robert Hooke, 
** profcfTor of mathematicks at Grefliam college." About 
this time. Dr. Burnet being employed in compiling his admi- 
rable hiftory of the Reformation, Mr. Boyle contributed 
very largely to the expence of publifliing it ; as is acknow- 
ledged by the doftor in his preface to the fecond volume. 26. 
Difcourfe of things above reafon 5 inquiring, whether a phi- . 
lofopher (hould admit there are any fuch ? 1681, 8vo. 27. 
New Experiments and obfervations^ made upon the Icy Noc- 
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tiluca: to which is added, a Chemical paradox, grounded 
upon new experiments, miking it probable, that chemical 
principles are tranfmutable, (o that out of one of them others 
may be produced, 16^2, 8vo. 28. A Continuation of new 
experiments phyfico- mechanical, touching the fpring and 
weight of the air, and their eflTciSls, 1682, 8vo. It was 
probably about the beginning of the year 1681, that he was 
engaged in promoting the preaching and propagating of the 
gofpel among the Indians ; fince the letter, which be wrote 
upon that fubje£t, was in anfwer to one from Mr. John El- 
liot of New England, dated November 4, 1680. This let- 
Birch, p. tcrof Mr. Boyle's is preferved by his hiftorian ; anditfliews, 
*^** that he had a vaft diilike to perfecution, on account of opi- 

fiions in religion. He publifhed in 1683, nothing but a ibort 
letter to Dr. Beale, in relation to the making of frefh water 
cut of fait. In 1684, he printed two very confiderable 
works; 29. Memoirs for the natural hi ftory of human blood, 
efpecially the fpirit of that liquor, 8vo. 30. Exper'unents 
and Confiderations about the porofity of bodies, 8vo. 

Mr. Boyle's writings grew now fo very numerous, that Dr. 
Ralph Cudworth, celebrated tw his immortal work The In- 
telledual Sydem, wrpte to him in moft preffing terms, to 
make an intire colledion of his feveral treatifes, and to pub- 
Ji(h them together in the Latin tongue ; and *' then, fayshci 
^< what you (hall fuperadd, will be eafily colled^d and ad- 
** ded afterwards. And I pray God continue your life and 
*' health, that you may ftill inrich the world with more. 
•** The writers of hypothefes in natural philofophy will be 
*< confuting one another a long time before the vs^orld will 
** ever agree, if ever it do. But your pieces of natural hif- 
" tory are unconfutable, and will afford the beft grounds 
** to build hypothefes upon: You have much outdone Sir 
" Francis Bacon in your nati^r^l experiments ; and you have 
*' not infinuated any thing, as be is thought to have done, 
*' tending to irreligion, but the contrary." This letter is 
^^y^ ' ^* dated Oftober 16, 1684. In 1685, he obliged the world 
with, 31. Short Memoirs for the natural experimental hif- 
tory of mineral waters, with direilions as to the feveral me- 
' thods of trying them, including abundance of new and ufe- 
ful remarks, as well as feveral curious experiments. 32. An 
EiTay on the great efFe£ts of even languid and unheeded mo- 
tion; whereunto is annexed an experimental dlicourfe of 
fome hitherto little regarded caufes of the falubrity and in(a- 
lubrity of the air, and its efFeds; reprinted in 1690, 8vo. 
None of his treatifes, it is faid, were ever received with 

greater 



greater or more general .applaufe, than this, 33. Of the 
Reconcileablenefs of fpecifick medicines to the corpufcular 
phUofophy ; to which is annexed, A Difcourfe about the ad- 
vantages of the ufe of fimple medicines, 8vo. Befides thefc 
philofophical trafl^, he gave the world likewife, the fame 
year, an excellent theological one, 34. Of the* high venera- 
tion man's intelleS owes to God, peculiarly for his wifdom 
and power, 8vo, This was part of a much larger work, 
which hefignified to the world in an advertifement, to pre* 
vent atiy exception from being taken at the abrupt manner of 
its beginning. 

At the entrance of the fucceeding year, came abroad his, 
35. Free inquiry into the vulgarly received notion of nature ; 
a piece, which was then, and will always be, greatly admi- 
red by thofe, who have a true zeal and reVUh for pure religion 
and found philofophy/ It wks tranflated into Latin, and 
reprinted in i2mo the year after. In June 1686, his friend 
Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards bifliop of Salifbury, tranf- 
mitted to him from the Hague the manufcript account of his 
travels, which he had drawn up in the form of letters, ad- 
dreiled to Mr. Boyle ; who, in his anfwer to the dodlor, 
dated the 14th of that month, expreiTes his fatisfadion in 
** finding, that all men do not travel, as moft do, to obferve 
*^ buildings, and gardens, and modes, and other amufe- 
* ^* ments of a fuperfidal and almoft infignificant curiofity : 
** for your judicious remarks and refledions, fays he, may 
*< not a little improve both a ftatefman, a critick, and agjj.^jj 
•* divine, as well as they will make the writer pafs for 2\lz6i/mL 
«« three.'' In 1687, Mr* Boyle publifhed, 36. The Mar-Boylc'» 
tyrdom of Theodora and Dydimia, 8vo: a work he hady^^p^^A^* 
drawn up in his youth. 37. A Difquifition about the final 
caufes of natural things ; wherein it is enquired, whether, 
and, if at all, with what caution a naturalift fliould admit 
them. With an appendix, about vitiated light, 1688, 8vo. 
In the month of May this year, our author, though very 
unwillingly, was conftrained to make his complaint to the 
publick, of fome inconveniences under which he had long 
laboured ; and this he did by " an advertifement about the 
•' lofs of many of his writings addrefled to J. W. to be com- 
•* municated to thofe of his friends that are virtuofi ; which 
*' may ferve as a kind of a preface to moft of his mutilated 
** and unfinifhed writings.*' He complains in this advertife- .^ 
ment of the treatment he had met with from plagiaries, both 
at home and abroad 5 and though it might have been diffi- 
cult in any other man to have done fo, without incurring 
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the imputation of fclf-conceit and vanity, yet Mr. Boyk's 
manner is fuch, as only to raifc in us an higher "efteem and 
admiration of him. This advertifement is inferred at length 
in his life. 

He began now to find that his health and ftrength, not- 
withflanding all his care and caution, gradually declined, as 
he obferves in a letter to Mr, LcClerc, dated May 30, 1689; 
which put him upon advifing every poffible method of buf- 
bandtng hjs remaining time for the benefit of the learned. In 
doing this, as a certain writer fays, he preferred generals to 
particulars ; and the afliftance of the whole republic of let- 
ters to that of any branch, by what ties foever he might be 
conneAed therewith. It was with this view, that he no lon- 
ger communicated particular difcourfes or new difcoveries to 
the Royal Society ; becaufe this could not be done, without 
withdrawing his thoughts from tafks which he thought of 
ftill greater importance. It was the more, fteadily to attend 
to thefe, that he refigned his pod of governor of the corpo- 
ration for propagating the gofpel in New-England ; nay, he 
went fo far as to fignify to the world, that he could no loa- 
ger receive vifits as ufual, in an advertifement, which begins 
in the following manner. " Mr. Boyle finds himfclf obliged 
to intimate to thofe of his friends and acquaintance, that 
are wont to do him the honour and favour of vifiting him, 
I. That he has by fome unlucky accidents, namely, by 
his fervant's breaking a bottle of oil of vitriol, over a cheft 
which contained his papers, had many of his writings 
corroded here and there, or otherwife fo maimed, that 
without he himfelf fill up the lacunae out of his memory 
or invention, they will not be intelligible. 2. That his 
age and ficklinefs have for a good while admonifhed him 
to put his fcattered, and partly defaced, writings into (bme 
kind of order, that they may not remain quite ufelefs. 
And, 3. That bis Ikilful and friendly phyfician, fir Ed- 
mund King, fcconded by Mr. Boyle's beft friends, has 
preffingly advifed him againft fpeaking daily with fo many 
perfons as are wont tovifit him, reprefenting it as what can- 
not but much wade his fpirits," &c. He ordered likewifc 
a board to be placed over his door, with an infcription fig- 
nifying, when he did and did not receive vifits. 

Among the other great works, which by this means he 
gained time to finifli, there is great reafon to believe, that 
one was a collection of elaborate procefles in chemiftry ; con- 
cerning which, he wrote a letter to a friend, which is ftill 
extant j but the piece itfelf was never publifhed, though we 
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read in the letter, that " he left it as a kind of hermetic le-* 
** gacy to the ftudious difciples of that art/' Befides thcth 
papers, committed to the care of one, whoni he efteemed his 
friend, he left alfo very many behind him at the time of his 
death, relating to chemiftry ; which, as appears by a letter 
directed to one of his executors, he defired juight be infpedl* 
ci by three phyficians whom he named, and that fome of the 
moft valuable might be preferved. '* Indeed," fay^ the wri- 
ter of his life, *• it is highly reafonablc to fuppofe, that many 
*' important difcoveries were contained in them ', chemiftry 
'•* being his favourite ftudy, and opening to him perpetually 
*• fuch a new fcene of wonders, as eafily perfus^ded him of 
•* the pofSbility of tranfmuting metals into gold. This per- 
** fuafion of bis is evident frbm feveral parts of his writings, 
** and was avowed by himfelf to the great Dr. Halley, the 
•* late royal aftronomer, who related to me his converfation 
** with him upon that fubjeft. And it was probably in con- 
•* fequence pf this opinion, that he took fo much pains to 
•* procure, as he did in Auguft 1689, ^n Act for the Rsr 
•' PEAL of a Statute, made in the fifth yenr of king 
•* Henry IV. ^gainft the MUifTiPLYiNQ of Goj.d and Birch, p, 
«* Silver/' »:'». 

In the mean time Mr. BoyliB publiihed fome other works 
before his death ; .as, 38. " Medicina Hydroftatica :• or, Hy- 
** droftaticks applied to the materia medica, (hewing how by 
** the weight, tnat divers bodies ufed in phyfic have in water, 
** one may difcover whether thej be genuine or adulterate. 
** To which is fubjoined a previous hydroftatical way of efti- 
** mating ores." 1690, 8vo; He informs us, in the poft- 
fcript of this treatife, that he had prepared materials for a 
fecond volume, which be intended to publifh ; but it never 
appeared. '* 39. The chriftian virtucfo: mewing, that by 
"•' being addifled to experimental philofophy, a ipan is ra* 
** ther aflifted than iqdifpofed to be a gopd chriftian. The 
^* firft part. To which are fubjoined, r, A difcourfe about 
*' the diftinftion that reprefents fome things ^3 abgve reafon, 
^* but not contrary to reafon. 2. The firtt chapters of a di(^ 
•• courfe, intitled, Greatnefs of mind promoted by chriftian- 
<^* jty." 1690, 8vo. In the ad veniremen t prefixed to this 
vrork, he mentions a fecond part of the chriftian virtuofo j 
vvhich, however, he did not live to finifti. But the papers 
he left behind him for that purpofe are printed, imperfedl as 
t^ey are, in the late edition of his works in folio. The- 
lafl: wx)rk, which he publiflied himfelf, was in the fpring of 
1691 ; and is intitled, 40. '^ Experiments^ & Otftrvationei 
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**^ Phyficse : wherein are briefly treated ^f feveral fubjefls, 
^^ relating to natural philofopby in an experimental way* 
** To which is added, a fmall collection of ftrange reports." 
8vo. About the entrance of the fummer, he began to feel 
fuch an alteration in his health, as induced him to think 
of fettling his affairs ; and accordingly, on the i8th of July, 
he (igned and fealed his lad will, to which he afterwards add- 
Btrch, p. ed feveral codicils. In Oflober, his diftempers increafed; 
*^** which might perhaps be owiig to his tender concern for the 

tedious illnefs of his dear fitter the lady Ranelagh, with whom 
he had lived many years in the greateft harmony and friend- 
fhip, and whofe indifpofition brought her to the grave on the 
23d of December following. He did not furvive her above 
a week ; for, on the laft day of the year 1691, or, as moft 
authors account it, on the 30th of December, at three quar- 
ters pad twelve at night> he departed this life in the 65th 
year of his age. 

He was buried in St. Martin's church in the Fields, Wcft- 
minfler, on the 7th of January following ; and his funeral 
fermon was preached by his friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bifliop 
of Salifbury . The bi&op made choice upon this occafion of 
a text very appofite to his fubjecS, namely, *' For God 
** giveth to a man, that is good in his fight, wifdom, know- 
Ecclef. xi. *' ledge, and joy." After explaining the meaning of the words> 
^^« he applies the dofh-ine to the honourable perfon deceafed; of 

whom> he tells us, he was the better able to give a charac- 
ter, from the many happy hours he had fpent in converfation 
with him, in the courfe of nine and twenty years. He gives 
a large account of Mr. Boyle's fincere and unaffefted piety, 
and more efpecially of ).is zeal for the chriftian religion, 
without having any narrow notions concerning it, or miftak- 
ing, as fo many do, a bigotted heat in favour, of a particular 
fedy for that zeal which is the ornament of a true chriflian. 
He mentions, as a proof of this, his noble foundation for 
leflures in defence of the gofpel againft infidels of all forts ; 
the efFeSs of which have been fo confpicuous in the many 
volumes of excellent difcourfes, which have been publifhed 
in confequence of that noble and pious foundation. He had, 
fays our prelate, defigned it in his life- time, though fome ac- 
cidents did, upon great confiderations, divert him from fet- 
tling it ; but not from ordering by his will, that a liberal pro- 
vifion fhould be made for one, who (hould, in a very few 
well-digefted fermons, every year fet forth the truth of the 
chjiftian religion in general, without defcending to the fub- 
divifions among christians. He was at the charge of the 
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tranlTation and impreffion of the New Teftament, into the 
Malayan tongue, which he fent over all tile Eaft-Indies. He 
gave a noble reward to him th^t tranflated Grotius's incom- 
parable book, •* of the truth of the chriftian religion," into 
Arabick ; and was at the charge of a whole impreiSon, 
which he took c;^re (hould be difperfed in all the countries, 
where that language is underftood. He was refolved to have 
carried on the impreffion of the New Teftament in the Turk- 
\{h language ; but the company thought it became them to 
be the doers of it, and fo fuiFcred him only to give a large 
fhare towards it. He was at 700 1. charge in the edition of 
the Irifli bible, which he ordered to be diftributed in Ire- 
land ; and he contributed liberally, both to the impreffion of 
the Welch bible, and of the Irifli bible for Scotland. He 
gave, during his life, 300 1. to advance the defign of propa- 
gating the chriftian religion in America ; and, as foon as he 
heard that the Eaft- India company were entertaining propo- 
fitioBs for the like defign in the Eaft, he prefently fent a hun- 
dred pounds for a beginning, as an example ; but intended 
to carry it much farther, when it fliould be fet on foot to pur- 
pofe. When he underftood how large a ftiare he had in 
impropriations, he ordered confidcrable fums to be given to 
the incumbents in thofe pariflies, and even to the widows of 
thofe who we/e dead, before this diftribution of his bounty. 
He did this, twice in his life-time, to the amount of above 
600 1. and ordered another diftribution, as far as his eftate 
would bear, by his will. In other refpedls, his charities 
were fo bountiful and extenfive, that they amounted, as this 
prelate telk us, from his own knowledge to upwards of 1000 1. 
per annum. 

But that part of his difcourfe, which concerns us moft, is, 
the copious and eloquent account he has given of this great 
man'^ abilities. " His knowledge," fays he, was of fo vaft 
" an extent, that if it were not for the variety of vouchers 
'* in their feveral forts, I fliould be afraid to fay all I. know* 
*< He carried the ftudy of the Hebrew very far into the rab- 
'^ binical writings, and the other oriental tongues. He had 
*' read fo much of the fathers, that he had formed out of it 
** a clear judgment of all the eminent ones. He had read 
^* a vaft deal on the fcriptures, had gone very nicely through 
'' the various controverfies in religion, and was a true maf- 
" ter of the whole body of divinity. He read the whole 
'* compafs of the mathematical fciences ; and, though he 
'' did not fet himfelf to fpring any new game, yet he knew 
^« even the abftrufeft parts of geometry. Geography, " in the 
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" fevcral parts of it, that related to navigation or travelling ; 
** hiftory, and books of noyels were his diverfions. He 
•* went very nicely through all the parts of phyfick j only 
*' the tendernefs of his nature made him lefs able to endure 
** the exa£tne{s of anatomical diflfeflions, efpecially of liv- 
" ing animals, though he knew thefe to be moft inftrudling. 
<* But for the hiftory of nature, ancient and modern, of the 
** productions of all countries, of the virtues and improve- 
** ments of plants, of ores and minerals, and all the varieties 
** that are in them in different climates, he was by much, 
** by very much, the readieft and the perfefteft I ever knew, 
** in the greateft compafs, and with the niceft exadtnefs. 
<* This put him in the way of making all that vaft variety 
*^ of experiments beyond any man, as far as we know, that 
'* ever lived. And in thefe, as he made a great progrefs in 
** new difcoveries, fo he ufed fo nice a ftriSnefs, and deli- 
** vered them with fo fcrupulous a truth, that all who have 
** examined them have found, how fafely the world may 
*' depend upon them. But his peculiar and favourite ftudy 
V f* Was chcmiftry, in which he was engaged with none of 

*^ thofe ravenous and ambitious defigns, that drew many into 
** it. His defign was only to find out nature, to fee into what 
*^ principles things might be refolved, and of what they 
** were compounded, and to prepare good medicaments for 
•* the bodies of men. He fpent neither his time nor fortune 
** upon the vain purfuits tff high promifes and pretenfions. 
''He always kept himfelf within the compafs that his eftate 
*' might well bear: and, as he made chemiftry much the 
** better for his dealing in it, fo he never made himfelf either 
** worfe or the poorer for it. It was a charity to others, as 
** well as an entertainment to himfelf; for the produce of it 
^rTfcr/"' " ^^ diftributed by his fifter and others, into whofe hands he 
njon, &c. " P"^ '^•" To this elogium of the bifhop, we will only add 
p. 36, 37. that of the celebrated phyfician, philofopher, and chemift. Dr. 
Herman Boerhaave ; who, after having declared lord Ba- 
con to be the father of experimental philofophy ; aflerts, 
that *' Mr. Boyle, the ornament of his age and country^ 
** fucceeded to the genius and inquiries of the great chancel- 
•* lor Verulam. \^hich, fays he, of all Mr. Boyle's writ- 
" ings ihall I recommend ? All of them. To him we owe 
Bocrhaave's ** *^ fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, foffils : 
Mcthodua '* fo that from his works may be deduced the whole fyftem 
difcendi me- <« of natural knowledge." The reader, perhaps, may hero 
""*"• be pleafed to know, that Mr. Boyle was born the fame year 
in which lord Bacon died. 

3 As 
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• As to the ptrfon of this great man, we are told, that he 
V^as tall but flender ; and his countenance pale and emaciated. 
His conftitution was (o tender and delicate, that he had di- 
vers forts of cloaks to put on when he went abroad, accord- 
ing to the temperature of the air; and in this he governed 
himfelf by his thermometer. He efcaped indeed the fmall- 
pox during his life ; but for almoft forty years he laboured 
under fuch a feeblenefs of body, and fuch lownefs of ftrength 
and fpirits, that it was aftonifhing how he could read, me- 
ditate, make experiments, and write as he did. He had like- 
wife a weaknefs in his eyes, which made him very tender of 
them, and extremely apprehenfive of fuch diftempers, as 
might afFedl them. He imagined alfo, that if ficknefs (bould 
confine him to his bed, it might raife the pains of the ftone 
to a degree which might be above his ftrength to fupport ; 
fo that he feared left his laft minutes (hould be too h^ri for 
him. This was the ground of all the caution and apprehen- 
ilon, with which he was obferved to live : but as to life itfelf, 
he had that juft indifference for it, which became a philofo- 
pher and a chriftian. However his fight began tO grow dim, 
not above four hours before he died ; and, when death came 
upon him, he had not been above three hours in bed, before 
it had made an end of him with fo little pain, that the flame 
appeared to go out, merely for want of oil 10 maintain it. 
The reader may wonder, that Mr. Boyle was never made ^ 
peer, efpecially when it is remembered, that his four elder 
brothers were all peers. A peerage was often offered him, 
and as often refufed by him. It is eafy to imagine, that he 
might have had any thing he (hould exprefs an inclination 
for. He was always a favourite at court ; and king Charles 
II. James II. and king William, were fo*highIy pleafed with 
his converfation, that they often ufed to difcourfe with him 
in the moft familiar manner. Not that Mr. Boyle was at any 
time a courtier ; he fpake freely of the government, even ill 
times which he difliked, and upon occafions when he was 
obliged to condemn it ; but then he always did it, as indeed 
he did every thing of that nature, with an exaitncfs of re-^'^ch, p. 
ipea. *^^- 

Mr. Boyle was never married : but Mr. Evelyn was afLred, 
that he courted the ^beautiful and ingenious daughter of Cary,^ «^ 9.289, 
earl of Monmouth ; and that to this palfion was owing his 
*' Seraphick Love." In the memorandum of Mr. Boyle's 
'life, fet down by bifliop Burnet, it is remarked, that he ab- 
ftained from marriage, at firft out of policy, afterwards mord 
j}hilofophicaUy ; and we find by a letter of Dr. John Wallis 
Z J to 
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Boyie»8 ^o Wm, dated at Oxford, July 17, 1669, that he had an 
works, vol. overture made him with refped to the lady Mary Haftings, 
V. p. 514. fjflej |y ^he carl of Huntingdon. But it does not appear from 
any of his papers, that he had ever entertained the leaft 
thoughts of that kind 5 nay, there is a letter of his, wrote 
■when he was young to the lady Barry more his niece, who 
bad informed him of a report that he was a£lually married^ 
which almoft (hews that he never J id. The letter is writtea 
with great politenefs, and in the true fpirit of gallantry i and 
is a clear proof, that though Mr. Boyle did not chufe to mar- 
ry, yet it was no mifenthropick cynical humour, which re- 
trained him from it. it is impoflible to entertain the reader 
better, than by prefcnting him with that part of it which 
concerns the point in queftion.— *' It is high time for me to 
*' ha^en the payment of the thanks I owe your ladyship for 
** tbe joy you arc pleated to wifli me, and of which that 
** wifh poffibly gives me more, than the occafion of it would. 
** You have certainly reafon, madam, to fufpend your belief 
** of a marriage, celebrated by no prieft but fame, and made 
f * unknown to the fuppofed bridegroom. I may poffibly ere 
^' long give you a fit of the fpleen upon this theme ; but at 
*' prefent it were incongruous to Wend fuch pure raillery, as 
** I ever prate of matrimony and amours with, am6iig things 
•* I am fo ferious in, as thofe this fcribble prefents you. I 
<^ (hall therefore only tell you, that the little gentleman and 
** I are ftill at the old defiance. You have carried away too 
' ** many of the perfedions of your fex, to leave enough in 
*' this country for the reducing fo flubborn a heart ^s mine; 
f whofe conqueft were a tafkof fo much difficulty, and is fo 
*' little worth it, that the latter property is always likely to 
** deter any, that hath beauty and merit enough to overcome 
♦' the former. But though this untamed heart be thus infen- 
** fible to the thing itfelf called love, it is yet very acceffiWe 
** to things very near of kin to that paffion ; and efteem, 
** friendftiip, refpe<9:, and even admiration, are things, that 
** their proper objedb fail not proportionably to cxzA of me, 
*' and confequendy are qualities, which in their higheft de- 
** grees, are really and conftantly paid my lady Barrimore by 
'* her pofl obliged humble fcrvant, and affeitionate uncle, 
«i*cli, p. '* Robert Boyle.*' 

290. \ye will conclude our account of Mr. Boyle, with the 

mention of his poflhumous works : which are as follow, 
" I. The General hiftory of the air defigned and begun." 
1692, 4to. Concerning the nature and value of this work^ 
W^ have the teiiimonies of two of the moft ingeriious and able 
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men of that age, Mr. Locke and Mr. Molineux, Mr. Locke, 
in a letter to Mr. Molineux, dated December 26, 1692, ob- 
fervesj that *^ tho' this treatife was left imperfeft, yet I think, 
*• fays he, the vtry defign of it will pleafe you 5 and it is caft 
" into a method, that any one who pleaftrs may add to it 
** under any of the fevcral titles, as his reafon and obfcrva- 
** tion (hall furnifli him with n^atter of fa£i. If fuch men as 
•*' you are, curious and knowing, would join to what Mr. 
*' Boyle had colIe<3cd and prepared, what comes in their 
j ** way, we might hope in fome time to have a confiderable 
I '* hiftory of the air, than which I fcarce know any part of 
** natural philofophy would yield more variety and ufe. But 
** it is a fubje£^ too^ large for the attempts of any one man, 
•* and will require the affiftance of many hands, to make it an 
** hiftory very (hort of complete." To which Mr. Molineux 
aifwered : *M am extremely obliged to you for Mr. Boyle's 
*' book of the air, which lately came to my hands. It is a 
** vaft defign, and not to be finifhed but by the Onited labours 
** of many heads, and indefatigably profecuted for many 
" years ; fo that 1 defpair of feeing any thing compleat there- 
** in. However, if many will lend the fame helping hands 
*^ that you have done, I {hould be in hopes ; and certainly, 
*' there is not a chapter in all natural philofophy of greater Lock«*« 
** ufe to mankind, than what is here propofed." 2. « Gene- ,^®^^'' ^^^' 
^* ral heads for the natural hiftory of a country, gneat or 
" fmali 5 drawn out for the ufe of travellers and navigators. 
" To which are added, other direflions for navigators, &c. 
** with particular obfervations on the moft noted countries in 
" the world. By another hand." 1692, i2mo. Thefe ge- 
neral heads were firft printed in the Philofophical Tranfafti- 
ons, being drawn up by Mr. Boyle, at the requeft of the 
Royal Society. The other directions added in this edition 
were drawn up by various perfons at divers times, by order of 
the Royal Society, and printed in different numbers of the 
Philofophical Tranfaftions ; but being in purfuance of the 
plan, fketched out by Mr. Boyle, were very properly annexed 
to the preceding ones. 3. ** A paper of the honourable 
** Robert Boyle's, depofited with the fecretaries of the Royal 
•' Society, Oftober 14, 1680, and opened fince his death; 
** being an account of his making the phofphorus, Sept. 30, 
'* 1680.'* printed in the Philofophicil Tranfadtions. 4. "An \ 

'* account of a way of examining waters, as to frefhnefs or 
*• faltncfs. To be fubjoined as an Appendix, to a lately 
" printed latter about fwectned water : Odober 30, 16S3.'* 
Printed in the Philofophical Tranfaftions. 5. ** A Free 
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^^ I^ifcourfe ^gainft cuftomary fwearing, and a diflii^ve fironl 
•* curfing." 169s, 8vo. 6. <* Medicinal Experiments : ori 
*^ z colledlion of choice remedies, chiefly fimple^ and eafilj 
*' prepared, ufeful in families, and fit for the fervice of the 
•' country people. The third and laff volume, publifhed 
*' from the author's original manufcript j whereunto is 
*' added fcveral ufeful notes, explicatory of the fame." 1698, 
12mo. The firft edition of this book was printed in i688> 
under the title of '* Receipts fent to a friend in America :" 
in 1692, it was reprinted with the addition of a fecond part, 
and a new preface: and in 1698, as we now obferve, was 
added the third and laft volume* They have been all feveral 

B'rch, p. times reprinted fince in a fingle volume, and juftly accounted 

i85, Ac. ^i^g \y^f^ colleflion of the kind. 

Thefe pofthumous works, joined to thofe we have men* 
tioned in the courfe of this article, together with many pieces 
in the Philofophical Tranfaftions^ which we had not room to 
be particular about, were all coiledled and printed in five 
Volumes in folio, at London, in the year 1744: whereunto 
was prefixedy an accurate life of Mr. Boyle by the reverend 
Dr. Birch, to whom we ought in jufiice to make our grate-* 
ful acknowledgments, as we are chiefly indebted to his pain* 
ful coHe£lions for the materials of this article. 



BOYLE (Charles) catl of Orrery in Ireland, and barort 
of Marfton in Someffetfhire, was fecond fon of Roger, fe- 
cond earl of Orrery, by lady Mary Sackvillc, daughter to 

Budgdl, Richard earl of Dorfet and Middlefex. He was born in Au- 
guft 1676 ; and at fifteen was entered as a nobleman of 
£hrift-Church in Oxford, under the care of the celebrated 
Dr. Francis Att^rbury^ afterwards bifhop of Rochefter, and 
the reverend Dr. Freind. Dr. Aldrich, the head of thatfo- 
tiety, obferving his uncommon application to his fludies, 
drew Up for his ufe that compendium of Logick^ which is 
now read at ChHflchurch, wherein he fliles him, '• the great 
'* ornament of our college." Having quitted the uhiverfity, 
h6 was, if! 1760, chofen member for the town of Hunting- 
toti. A petition being prefented to the houfe of commons^ 
complaining of the illegality of his eleftionj he fpoke in fup- 
J)ort of it with great warmth> this probably gave rife to the duel 
he fought with Mr. Wortley, the other candidate in Hydc- 
p^rki in which, though Mr. Boyle had the advantage, the 

Ii)ia»{). 2c}.^o"^^s he received threw him into a dangerous fit of fick- 
Hefs, that lafted for many months. On the death of his el* 
der brothefj he fucceeded to the title of cirl of Orrery. Soon 
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Siiter he had a regiment given him, and was defied a knight 
of the Thiftle. In 1706, he married lady Elizabeth Cecil, 
daughter to the earl of Exeter, (a) In 1709, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of major-general, and fworn of her ma- 
jefty's privy council. He was envoy extraordinary from the 
queen to the ftates of Flanders and Brabant, with an ap- 
pointment of ten pounds a day, at a very critical jun£lure, 
namely, during the treaty of Utrecht, when fome in authority 
iat Bruffels, knowing they were foon to become the emperor's 
fubjedl?, and that his imperial majefty was not on good terms 
with the queen, fhewed lefs refpedl to heif minifter than they 
had formerly done. Orrery, who looked upon their behavi- 
our as an indignity to the crown of Great Britain, managed 
with fo much refolution and dexterity, that when they thought 
his power was declining, or rather that he had none at all^ BudgelL 
he got every one of them turned out bf his poft% Her ma- 
jefty, on the tenth year of her reign, raifed him to the dignity 
of a Britifli peer by the title of Lord Boyle, baron of Mar- 
fton in Somerfetftiire. On the acceflioii of king George t. 
he was made a lord of the bedchamber, and lord lieutenant 
and cuftos rotulorum of the county of Somerftt. His fre- 
quent voting againft the miniiders, gave rife to a report that 
he was to be removed From all his pofts : upon which he ab« 
fented himfelf from the court j but his friends aiTuring him, 
that they had ground to believe the king had a perfonal efteem 
for him, he wrote a letter to his majefty, fignifying^ that tho'sudgell^ f« 
he looked upon his fervice as a high honour; yet, wheq^ he*'4* 
firft entered into it, he did not conceive it was cxpefted from 
him that he fiiould vote again ft his confcience and his judg- 
inent : that he niuft confefs it was his misfortune to differ 
widely in opinion from fome of his majefty's minifters 5 that 
if thofe gentlemen had reprefented this to his majefty as a 
crime not to be forgiven, and hi« majefty himfelf thought (b> 
he was ready to refign thofe pofts he enjoyed ; from whence 
he found he was already removed by a common report, 
which was rather encouraged than contradifted, by the 
minifters. The king going foon after to Hanover, lord Or- 
rery's regiitient was taken from him ; which his lordfliip look- ^ 
ing upon as a mark of difpleafure, refigned his poft of lord 
of the bedchaniber. 

On the 28th of September i^aa, he was committed clofc 
prifoner to the Tower, by warrant of a committee of the 

(a) fiy thin U6f, who ()ied a fe# hU only fon^ the prefent earl ' ot 
)^$ after her maniase, ke bad Corke. 
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fords of the 'privy council, upon fufpidon of high-treafoni 
'and of being concerned in Layer's plot. His confinement 
brought on fuch a dangerous fit of (icknefs, that. Dr. Mead 
went and remonftrated to the council, that unlefs the earl of 
Orrery was immediately fet at liberty, he would not anfvwrer 
for his life twenty four hours : upon which, after fix months 
imprifonment, he was admitted to bail. • Upon the ftrideft 
enquiry, no fufficlent ground for a profecution being found, 
he was, after paffing through the ufual forms, abfolutely dif- 
charged. After this, he conftantly attended in his place in 
the houfeof peers, as he had done before, and though he never 
fpoke in that aflenibly, his pen was frequently employed to 
BtifceH. draw up the protefcs entered in its journals. He died after a 
fliort indifpofition, on the 2r£ft of Auguft 1731, in the 57th 
year of his age. He was of a middle fize, and fo very flen- 
dtr, and had fuch a gait, that a ftranger walking behind him 
would have taken him, the year he died, for a young fellow 
cf fi\y and twenty, (b) His drefs was always neat, and fame- 
time^ gay, but he had fomething fo naturally genteel in the 
make of his perfon, and his whole behaviour, that no drefs, 
however mean, could hinder him from looking like a man of 
quality. To his tutor, Mr. Atterbury, he probably owed a 
good part of that hne relifli he had for the writings of the 
antients. He made thefe his conftant ftudy j and exprefled a 
high contempt, fays Budgell, for the greater part of our 
modern wits and authors (c). He was delighted with the 
company of two forts of perfon% either fuch as were 
really genius's of the firft rank, who had fine underftandings, 
ftrong judgments, and true taftes, or fuch as had a few foibles, 
and an eye of ridicule in them, which ferved to make him 

(b) Hcwasftiort-fightcd J andtwo MSS. reccnfuit, verfione, annotati- 
or three other celebrated wits hap- onibus, & vita infapcr au^oris do- 
peoing to have the fame blcmiih, the navit Car. Boyle, ex xde ChrlAij^ Ox- 
fops of tht town, who had an am- on. Svo. 

bition to be thought wits, aU of them The authenticity of thefe epiflles 

affected to appear (hort-fighted. being called in queflion .by Dr. Bent* 

Budgel). ley, Mr. Boyle wrote an anfwer, 

(c) The fird thing he published tntituled. Dr. Bentley's Di^fertation 
^hile a Audent at ChriAchutch, was, on the epiAles of Phalaris examined, 
a tranflaiion of the life of Lyfander, His lord|hip wrote a comedy, 
from the Greek of I lutarch. Dr. called, As you find it ; printed in 
Aldrich, dean of Chriftchurch, find- the fecond volume of the works of 
iog Mr. Boyle to be a good Grecian, 'Roger earl of Orrery. 

pot him upon publi(hing a new edi- Lord Orrery was alfo author of a 

tion of the EpiAles of Phalaris, which Copy of Verfes to Dr. Garth, upon 

appeared in the beginning of 169 c, his Difpenfary, and of a Protogucte 

tinder the title of Phalaridis Agri- Mr. Sotith0rn*s pbiy, called, TIm 

gentinorum tyranni epidoUr. £x fiege of Capua. 

laugh. 
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Jaughk He would rally theife in fo agreeable, and yet in 
fo tender a manner, that though it diverted himfelf and 
others, it was neve^^ offenfive to the perfon rallied. No 
snan was of more eafy accefs to thofe he valued ; to fuch he was 
always at home, and never denied ; at the fame time he did 
iK)t think himfelf obliged to carry the point of ceremony fo 
far,, as to lo(e much of his time (d) with people whom he 
(defpifed^ or did not care for ; and fometimes defired to be 
jsxcu/ed from admitting, the vifits of fome men of the lirft 
quality. 

The inftrument which was . invented by him, and bears 
his name, rcprefenting the folar fyftem, according to the 
fentiments of the new aftronomers, is an undeniable proof 
of his mechanic genius. His lordfliip had alfo a turn for 
medicine ^ which led him not only to buy and read what- 
ever was puUifhed on that fubjeA ; but alfo to employ his 
friends to fend him accounts of herbs and drugs in foreign 
countries (e). 

• A coldnefs, occafioned by a family difpute, between lord 
Orrery and the ^arl of Orkney gave rife to a mlfunder- 
ftanding between the former and his fon the prefent earl, 
who married Orkney's daughter ; during which, Orrery, 
in a paffion, made a will wherein he bequeathed to Chrift- 
church-college in Oxford, his noble library, fave only the 
journals of .the houfe of lords, and fuch works as related 
to the £ngli(b hiftory and conftitution, which he left to 
the prefent earl. This unhappy difference between the fa- 
ther and fon was, however, of (hort continuance ; and the 
earl of Orrery intending to fet out for Paris a few days be- 
fore he died, had aftually fent for the gentleman who made 
his^ will about four years before, to draw another, in which 
this library was to be left to his fon : but his fudden and 
unexpeSted death defeated this purpofe. Budgeii, p. 

BOYSE, BOYS, or BOIS, (John) one of the tranf- ^^.^ 
lators of the Bible, in the reign of king James I. was fon of Fafts,Oxon, 
Mr. William Bois, redor of Weft-Stowe, near St. Ed- Vol. i. c< 
mundlbury, in Suffolk, and born at Nettleftead, in Suffolk, ''>3. 
on the 3d of January, 1560. He was taught the fi^ft ^^^®J^? . 
rudiments of learning by his father, and his capacity was fuch, suffoikT "* 

(d) He was ufually ^p by fix in hand, in the ftile of a regular phyfi- ^ 

the morning, and often on horfeback cian, and fome diaries of the pro- 

by feven. grefs of di(lempers> after the man- 

(x) I have fe^n a great number of ner of Hippocrates. Budgell. 



prefcriptions, all wrot^ with his own 



that 
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Life by Dr. that at the age of five years he read the bible in Hebrew. Hfe 
Andwny yiftnx afterwards to Hadley fchool, and at fourteen was ad- 
Ptck'8 Defi- niitted of St. John's college, Cambridge, where he diftin- 
dcratsiCu- guiflied himfelf by bis (kill in the Greek. Happening to have 
nola, Vol. ji^g fmall-pox when he was. elected fellow, he, to prefervc 
•P»3 '***his fcniority, caufed himfelf to be carried, wrapped up in 
blankets, to be admitted. He applied himfelf for fome time 
to the ftudy of medicine, but fancying himfelf affiled with 
every difeafe he read of, he quitted that fcience. June 21, 158 3, 
l^aiL he was ordained deacon, and next day, by virtue of a difpen^ 
fation, prieftk He was ten years chief Greek le<9urer in his 
college, and read every day. He voluntarily read a Greek 
le<^ure for fome years, at four in the morning, in his own 
chamber, which was frequented by many of the fellows. On 
the death of his father, he fucceeded him in the rc&ory of 
W^ft-Stowe I but his mother going to live with her brother, 
he refigned that preferment, though he might have kept it 
Ibid. with his fe lowfhip. At the age of thirty-fix, he married the 
daughter of Mr. Holt, rcftor of Boxworth, in Cambridge- 
ibire, whom he fucceeded in that living Odober the 13th, 
1596. On his quitting the univerfity, the college give him 
oae hundred pounds. His young wife, who was bequeathed 
to him with the living, which was an advowfon, proving a 
bad oeconomift,. and he himfelf being wholly adJided to his 
fludies, he foon became fo much involved in debt, that he 
was forced to fell his choice coIle£Hon of books, containing 
almoft every Greek author then extant, to a lofs as great as 
the fum to which the debt paid by its produce amounted. The 
lofs of his library afflided him fo much, that he had thought 
of quitting his native country. He was however foon re- 
conciled to his wife, and he even continued to leave all do^ 
meftic affairs to her management. He entered into an agree- 
ment with twelve of the neighbouring clergy, to meet every 
Friday at one of their houfes by turns, to give an account of 
their ftudies. He ufually kept fome young fcholar in his 
houfc, to inftruft his own children, and the poorer fort of 
the town, as well as fcveral gentlemen's children, who were 
boarded with him. When a new tranflation of the bible was, 
by king James I. direfted to be made ; Mr. Bois was eleftcd 
oneqf the Cambridge tranflators. He performed not only his 
own, but alfo the part afEgned to another, with great repu- 
tation, though with no profit, for which he had no allowance 
but his commons (a). He was alfo one of the fix who met 

(a) The king indeed nominated any benefit thereby, that foundatiott 
him one of the fellows of his new taJidng no cStCt* 
colkigt at Chelfca 3 but be never had 
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at Stationers hall to rcvife the whole j which taflc they went 
through in nine months, having each from the companV of 
ftationers during that time thirty (hillings a week. He after- 
wards affifted Sir Henry Savile, in pubiifliing the works ofo"ft*'**«u* 
St. Chryfoftom, A prefent of a fmgle copy of the book was ,J^ ^^^^ ' 
the whole reward of many years labour fpent upon it. This 
difappointment was owing to the death of Sir Henry Savile, 
who intended to have made him fellow of Eaton. In 1615, 
Dr. Lancelot Andrews, bifliop of Ely, beftowed on him 
una(ked, a prebend in his church. He died on the 14th Ja<» 
nuary, 1643, in the 84th year of his age. -He left a great ^ 
many manufcripts behind him, particularly a commentary 
on almqft all the books of the new teftament (b). He had 
a faying in his mouth frequently, which he learned from 
TuUy, viz. A mis- fpent youth leaves a fpent body to old age. 
According to which rule his perfon, even at the time of his 
deceafe, gave evidence of his having lived virtuoufiy and 
foberly in the days of his youth j for hi^ brow was without 
wrinkles, his fight was quick, his hearing Iharp, his coun* 
tenance frefb, his head not bald, and his body perfedly found, 
a rupture only excepted, which accident, when it firft befell ' 
him, a perfon ikilled in the cure of that diilemper, told him, 
lie could not fur vive half a year, in hopes of getting a confi- 
derable fum out of him, for renewing, which he pretended 
was in his power, of a leafe To near expiring. But the doc- 
tor, either having no opinion of this man's fkill, or not 
thinking hisbwn cafe fo defperate, declined his af&ilance, 
and defeated his predictions by living twenty years, without 
any great inconvenience. When he was a young fludent at 
Cambridge, he received from the learned dodor Whitaker, 
thefe three rules for avoiding thofe diftempers which ufually 
attend a fedentary life, to which he adhered with equal con- 
fiancy and fuccefs. The firft was to ftudy always ftanding, 
the fecond never to ftudy in a window, the third never to^'go 
to bed with his feet cold. 

(b) This book was afterwards aliifque recentioribus collatio in iv 
ptibliihed under the title of Johannis evangelus& adtis apoitolorum. Lond, 
Boifu veteris interpreth cum Be^a 1655^ Svo. 

BR ACTON, (Henry de) a celebrated Englifli lawyer 
in the thirteenth century, was, according to Mr. Prince, 
born in Devonfhire. He ftudied at Oxford, where he took 
the degree of doaor of laws. Applying himfelf afterwards ^<^"^^? °f 
l(o the ftudy of the laws of England, he rofe to great emi- ^^'^ ^^^' 
nenccat the bar, an(l, in 1244., was, by king Henry III. 

.made 
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made one of his judges itinerant. At present, he is chiefly 
known by his learned \ work De legibus et confuetadinibus 
Angliae ; the firft printed edition of it is at London in 1569, 
in folio. In 1640, it was printed in 4t); and great p^ins 
was taken to collate various MS3. One of the moft authen- 
tic manufcripts of this work was burnt in the fire, which con* 
fumed a part of the Cotton library, Oft. 23, 1731. 

BRADY, (Nicholas) was fon of major Nicholas 
Brady, an officer in the army of king Charles I. and born 
at Bandon in the county of Cork, on the 28th of October 
^659. Attheageof twelve, he was fent to Weftminftcp*- 
fchool, where he was chofen king's fcholar, and from thence 
clofted ftudent of Chrift Church, Oxford. After four years 
refidence at Oxford, he removed to the college of Dublin, 
where he took his degrees in arts, and was by diploma created 
doSor of divinity. Dr. Wettenhall, bifliop of Cork, made 
choice of him for one of his d^meftic chaplains, and collated 
him a prebend in the cathedral of St. Barry, in Cork, and to 
the pari(h of Kinaglarchy, in the county of Cork. In 1690, 
during the difturbances in Ireland, he prevailed with M*Carty, 
king James's general, to fufpend the execution of the order 
which that prince had given three feveral times to bum his 
native town of Bandon ; and bein^ the fame year deputed 
by the inhabitants of that town to apply to the Englifh par* 
liament, for a redrefs of the grievances they had fufiered dur- 
ing king James's (lay in Ireland, he came over to London, 
Where he fettled, and being chofen minifter of St. Catherine 
Cree Church, and lefturer of St. Michael's, Wood Street, 
V he refigned his preferments in Ireland. He became afterwards 
minifter of Richmond in Surry, and of Stratfo|rd-upon- 
Avon, in Warwicklhire, and at length reftor of Clap- 
bam (a). He held this reftory, together with Richmond, 
to the time of his death, which happened on the zoth of 
May, 1726, in his fixty-feventhyear (b). 

(a) He was alfo chaplain to the 2. The iSneids of Virgp» four 
duke of Ormondes troop of horfe- volumes, 8vo. 

guards, as he was to their majefties 3. Forty-three Sermons, in three 

king William and Queen Mary, and volumes, 8vo. 

afterwards to Queen Anne» After th^ doctor's death, his el- 

(b) His- writings are, deft fon, a clergyman, pubUibed three 
I. A New Verfion of the Pfalms volumes more of his father^s fer- 

of David, done in conjunction with mons. Lond. Svo. 
Tate. 

BRADY, (Robert) was born in Norfolk, and admitted 
inCaius college, Cambridge) in February 1643, {ie took 

both 
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both his degrees in phyfick, and, in 1660, Was, by vir* 
tue of the king's mandate, chofen mafter of his college. He 
ivas afterwards eleded regius profeflbr of phyfick in the uni- 
verlityof Cambridge, which he was chofen in the years 1681 
and 1^85, to reprefent in parliament. In the laft mentioned 
year he was appointed keeper of the records in the Tower of ^ 
London. He was alfo phylician inordinary to kmg James 
II. His death happened on the 19th of Auguft, 1700. His. 
writings are, i. An Introduftion to the old Englifli hiftory. 
2. A complete hiftory of England from the firft entrance of 
the Romans unto the end of the reign of king Richard IL 
in three volumes, folio. Befides thefe, he wrote A Treatife 
on burghs, in a thin folio. 

BRaHE, (T^cho) a celebrated aftronomer, defcended 
of an illuftrious family originally of Sweden, but fettled in 
Denmark, was born on the 14th of December, 1546, at 
Knudftorp, in the county of Schonen, near Helfimbourg. - 
He was, by thedireflion of George Brahe his father's bro- 
ther, taught Latin when feven ^ears old. He ftudied five 
years iinder private tutors, and acquired a tafte for poetry. 
His uncle fenthim in April 1559, to ftudy rhetoric and phi- 
lofophy at Copenhagen : his father had died a little before. 
The great eclipfe of the fun on the 21ft of Auguft, 1560, 
happening at the precife time the aftronomers had foretold, , 
he began to look upon aftronomy as fomething divine, and 
purchafing the tables of Stadius, gained fomc notion of the 
theory of the planets. In 1562, he was fent by his uncle ibU, 
to Leipfic to ftudy law, but aftronomy wholly engrofled his 
thoughts : in purchafing books of that fcience he employed 
his pocket money. Having procured a fmall celeftial globe, 
he was wont to wait till his tutor was gone to bed, in order 
to examine the conftellations and learn their names: when 
thefky was clear he fpent whole nights in viewing the ftars. 
In 1565, the death of his uncle occafioned his return home; 
but his relations thinking the ftudy of aftronomy beneath his 
rank, he went in April the year following to Wittemberg, 
which the'plague forced him to leave the autumn following, 
to go to Koftock. In December that year, a difference ari- 
fing between Brahe.and a Danifti nobleman, they fought, and 
the former had part of his nofe cut off^; which defed he fo 
artfully fupplied with one made of gold and filver, that it was 
not perceivable. It was about this time that he began to ap- 
ply himfelf to chemiftry, propdfing nothing lefsthan to obtain 
the philofopher's ftone. In 1569, he removed to Augftmrg, 
where he was vifited by the famous Peter Ramus. In 1571* 

he 
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he returned to Denmark and was favoured by his mother's 
brother, Steno Belle, a lover of learning, with a convenient 
place at his caftle of Herritzvad near Knudftorp, for making 
his obfervationSf and building a laboratory. His marrying 
a country girl, beneath his rank, occafioned fuch a violent 
quarrel between him and his relations, that the king waa 

VM. obliged to intcrpofc, to reconcile them. In 1574, by his 
majefty's command, he read leflures upon the theory of the 
comets at Copenhagen ; the year following he vifited HefTe 
Caflel, Frankfort, and Bafil, and fome other parts of Switzer- 
land 9 from thence he went to Italy, ftaid fome time in Ve- 
nice, and returned by way of Germany to Copenhagen be- 
fore winter, to fettle his affairs, purpofing to remove with his 
family to Bafil the following fpr ng, but he dropt this defign 
upon the king of Denmark's'^ beftowing on him for life in the 
juand of Kuen in the Sound, between the ifle of Cealand 
and the province of Schonen in Sweden, and a promife that 
an obfervatory and laboratory ihould be built for him, and 
that he (hould be fupplied with money for carrying on his 
dcfigns. The firft ftone of the obfervatory was laid the eighth 
of Auguft 1576. Though that, with the feveral buildings 
belonging to it and the neceflary machines, coft the king ao 
immenfe fum, Brahe laid out of his own money above an 
hundred thoufand crowns during the twenty years he con- 
tinued there, fparing no expence to cultivate the fcience of 
Aflronomy. He commonly maintained in his houfe ten or 
twelve young men, who affifted him in his obfervations, and 
whom he infirudted in aftronomy and the mathematicks* 
The king like wife afBgned him a penfion of two thoufand 
crowns out of the treaftiry, a fee in Norway, and the canonry 
of Rofhild, worth a thouftnd crowns a year. James VI. of 
Scotland coming into Denmark to marry Anne, daughter of 
king Frederick IL vifited Brahe at Uraniburgh, the name 
given to the obfervatory, made him feveral noble prefents, 

^^* and wrote a copy of latin verfcs in his honour. The parti- 
cular diftin(^ions paid to Brahe excited the jealoufy of fome 
of the nobles. The phy ficians alfo were uneafy, becaufe their 
patients deferted them to apply to him for the fovereign medi- 
cines which he diflributed gratis. Valkendorf, tr^afurer of 
the houfhold, was inct^nfed againft him on account of a dif- 
pute occafioned by a dog of Brahc's having bit him. All 
thefc things confpired to his ruin. It was reprefented to the 
king that the treafury being exhaufled, many penfions, parti- 
cularly Brahe's, ought to be retrenched ; that the fee which 
h^ had long enjoyed ought to be given to fome perfon more 

capable 
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his^ birth ; and was removed from thence to Sidney college in 
capable to ferve the ftate, and 'that though Brahe was obliged 
to make the neceflary repararions to the chapel belonging to 
his canonry at Rofbild, he had fufFered it to fall to ruin. 
Tbcfe infinuations had their eflFeft. In 1596 he was deprived 
of his penfion, his fee, and his canonry. fieing thus ren- 
dered incapable of fuppcwting the expenccs of his laboratory, 
he went to Copenhagen, and continued his aftronpmical ob- 
fervations and chymical experiments in that city, till Valken* . 
dorf brought him an order from the king to defift. This put 
him upon thoughts of getting himfelf introduced to the em* 
peror, who was fond of mechinifm and chymical expert* 
ments. He waited upon his imperial majefty at Prague, and 
was moft gracioufly received, had a magnificent houfe given 
him till one more proper for aftronomical obfervations could 
be procured, and a penfion of three thoufand crowns afligned 
him, with a promife of a fee for himfelf and his defcendants* 
This good fortune he enjoyed but a (hort time, for going to 
dine with a nobleman, he forgot to make water before he fat 
down to his table according to his ufual cuftom. During the 
entertainment he drank more than common, and found him- 
felf uneafy. However he continued fome time longer at 
table; but upon his return home was feized with a total fup- 
preffion of urine, and died the 24th of 06!ober 1601. His 
great (kill in dVrology is univerfally acknowledged. He 
was very credulous with refpeft to judicial aftrology, and 
prefages. If he met an old woman when he went out of doors, 
or an hare upon the road on a journey, he ufed to turn back 
immediately, being perfuaded that it was a bad omen. When 
he lived at Uraniabourg he had at his houfe a mad man, 
whom he placed at his feet at table and fed himfelf. As he 
imagined that every thing fpoken by mad perfons prefaged 
fometbing, he carefully obferved all that this man faid, and 
becaufe it fometimes proved true, he imagined it might al- 
ways be depended upon. A mere trifle put him in a paffion ; 
and againft perfons of the firft rank, with whonj it was his 
duty to keep in good terms, he openly difcovered his refent- 
ment. He was very apt to rally others, but highly provoked 
if the fame liberty was taken with himfelf, 

BRAMHALL, (John) a very learned divine of theufcof 
church of England, was defcended from an ancient and gen- Bramhall, 
tecl family, and born at Porttfraa in Yorklhire, about the P^f^^^T, 
year 1593. He received his fchool education at the place of edit. 1677, 

Vol.. 11. A a his ^oiip. 
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Cambridge, in the year i6o8. After taking the degrees of 
batchelor and mafter of arts, he quitted the: univerfity; and 
entering into orders, had a living given him in the city of 
York. About the fame time he married a clergyman's wi- 
dow, with whom he received a good fortune, and, what was 
equally if not more acceptable, a valuable library, left by 
her former hufband. In the year 1623, he had two publick 
difputations at North -Aller ton with a fecular prieft and a 
jefuit. The match between "prince Charles and the Infanta 
of Spain, was then depending ; and the papifts expefled 
great advantages and countenance to their religion from it. 
Thefe two therefore, by way of preparing the way for them* 
fent a publick challenge to all . the proteftant clergy in the 
county of York ; and when none durft accept it, our author, 
though then but a ftripling in the fchool of controverfy, un* 
dertook the combat His fuccefs in this difpute gained him 
fo much reputation, and fo recommended him in particular 
to Matthews, archbifliop of York, that he made him his 
chaplain, and took him into his confidence. He was after- 
wards made a prebendary of York, and after that of Rippon; 
Sit which lafl place, he went and refided after the archbifhop's 
death, which happened in 1628, and managed mofl of the 
)a(Fairs of that church in the quality of fub-dean. He had 
great weight in the town of Rippon, and was alfo appointed 
Dne of his majefly's high commiflioners, in the adminiflra- 
tion of which office he was by fonie accounted fevere. 
^ In the year 1630, he took a do6lor of divinity's degree at 

H,5d, Cambridge ; and foon after was invited to Ireland by the lord 
vifcount Wentwortb, deputy of that kingdom, and Sir 
Chriftopher Wandesford, matter of the rolls. He went over 
in the year 1633, having firft refigned all his church-prefer- 
ments in England; and a little while after, obtained tbe 
archdeaconry of Meath, the befl in that kingdom. The 
firfl publick fervice he was employed in was a royal vifitationj 
Ivhen finding the revenues of the church miferably wafted, 
the bifhopricks in particular wretchedly dilapidated by fee- 
farms and long Icafes and fmall rents, the difcipline fcanda- 
loufly defpifed, and the minifters but meanly provided, be 
applied, in procefs of time, proper remedies to thefe feveral 
evils. In the vear 1634, he was promoted to the bifhoprick 
of Londdon-derry; and improved that fee very much, not 
only by advancing the rents, but alfo by recovering lands 
detained from his predeceflbrs. But the greateft fervice he 
did the church of Ireland, was, by getting, with the lord 
3' , deputy'! 
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deputy's affiftance, feveral ^&s pafTed in the parliament) 
which met in that kingdom on the 14th of July, 16^4, for 
the abolifhing fee-farms, recovering impropriations, &c. by 
whiich, and other means, he regained to the church, in th^ 
fpace of four years, 30 or 40,000 1. a-year. In the convo- 
cation that met at the fame time, he prevailed upon the church 
of Ireland, to be united in the fame faith with the church 
of England, by embracing the xxxix articles of religion > 
agreed upon in the convocation, holden at London in the 
year 1562. He would fain alfo have got the Englilh canons 
eftablifhed in Ireland ; but could obtain no more, than that 
fuch of our canons as were proper for the Irifli, fhould be 
removed thither, and others new framed and a^ded to them. 
In the mean time he met, ' from feveral quarters, with a great 
deal of detradion and envy, and, according to the fafliion of 
thofe times, was charged with Arminiafm and Popery : but 
he was not of a fpirit to be daupted with noife and ill 
words. 

In the year 1 637, he took a journey into England 3 and 
was there furprized with the news of an information exhi- 
bited againft him in the ftar-chamber, ^^ for being prefent 
*' at Rippon when one Mr. Palmes had made fome refleding 
** difcourfe upon his majcfty, and neither reproving nor in- 
*^ forming againft him.*' The words deferved no very great iMd. 
punifhment, if they had been true, being no more than, that 
*« he feared a Scotti£h mift was come over their town 5 be- 
*' caufe the king had altered his lodgings from Rippon, where 
*' he had defigned them, to Sir Richard Graham's houfcj 
«* not far from that place." But the biftiop eafily cleared 
himfelf and the whole company. After having received much 
honour from king Charles I. and many civilities from arch- 
bifhop Laud and other great perfons, he returned to Ireland 5 
and, with 6000 1. for which he fold his eftate in England, 
purchafed another at Omagh, in the county of Tyrone, and 
began a plantation, which the diftra£lions of that kingdom 
hindered him from perfeding. In March 1640-41, articles 
of high treafon were exhibited againft him in Ireland, where- 
in he was charged with having confpired with others, to fub- 
vert the fundamental laws of that kingdom, to introduce an 
arbitrary and tyrannical government, &c. The bifliop was 
at London-derry when he received intelligence of this accu- 
fation. All his friends wrote to him to decline the trial ; but 
thinking it diflaonourable to fly, he went direftly to Dublin, 
and was made a dofe prifoner by the parliament. In this 
diftrefs he wrote to the primate Ufhcr, then in England, for 
A a 2 his 
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his advice and comfort s who mediated fo effedually in lA^ 
behalf with the king, that his majefty fcnt a letter over to 
Ireland, to ftop proceedings againft bifhop Bramhall. This 
letter was very flowly obeyed ; however, the bi(hop was at 
length reftored to liberty, but without any publick acquittal^ 
the charge lying ftill dormant againft him, to be awakened 
when his enemies pleafed. Shortly after his return to Lon- 
don-dcrry. Sir Phelim O'Neil contrived his ruin in the fol- 
lowing manner. He directed a letter to him, wherein he 
defiredy ^* that according to their articles fuch a gate of the 
«• city fhouldbe delivered to him :" expelling that the Scots 
in the place would upon the difcovery become his executioners. 
But the perfon, who was to manage the matter, run away 
with the letter. Though this defign took no place, the 
bi(hop did not find any fafety there. The city daily filling 
with difcontented perfons out of Scotland, he began to be 
afraid, left they fhould deliver him up. One night they 
turned a cannon againft his houfe to affront him ; whereupon, 
being perfuaded by his^ friends to look on that as a warning, 
he took their advice, and privately embarked for England. 
Here he continued adive in the king's fervice, till his affairs 
were grown defperate ; and then, embarking with feveral 
perfons of diftinilion, he landed at Hamburgh upon the 8th 
of July 1644. Shortly after at the treaty of Uxbridge, the 
parliaments of England and Scotland made this one of their 
preliminary demands, that bifhop Bramhall, together with 
archbifbop Laud, &c. fhould be excepted out of the general 
pardon. 

From Hamburg he went to'Bruflels, where he continued for 
the moft part till 1648, with Sir Henry de Vic, the king's 
prefidcntj cpnftantly -preaching every Sunday, and frequently 
adminiffring the facrament. In that year he returned to 
Ireland ; from whence, after having undergone feveral dan- 
Ibid. gers and difficulties, he narrowly efcaped in a little bark. All 
the while he was there, his life was in continual danger. At 
Limerick he was threatned with death, if he did notfuddcnly 
depart the town. At Portumnagh indeed he afterwards en- 
joyed more freedom, and an allowance of the church fer- 
I'ice, under the proteftion of the marquis of Clanrickard : 
but, at the revolt of Cork, he had a very narrow deliverance ; 
which deliverance however troubled Cromwell fo, that he 
declared he would have given a good fum of money for that 
Irifh Canterbury, as he called him. His efcape froni Ire- 
land is accounted wonderful : for. the vefTel he was in was 
dofely hunted by two of the parliament frigates j and when 

they 
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they were come fo near, that all hopes of being faved were 
taken away, on the fuddehthe wind funk into a perfeiacalm, 
yet fome how fuflFered the veffel to get oiF, while the fri- 
gates were unable to proceed at all. During this fecond time 
of being abroad, he had many difputes about religion with 
the learned of all nations, fometimes occafionally, at other 
times by appointment and formal challenge ; and wrote feve« 
ral things in defence of the church of England. He likewife 
jMirpofed to draw a parallel between the liturgy of the church 
of England, and the publick forms of the proteftant churches 
abroad ; and with this view he defigned to travel about. But 
he met with a very unexpeded interruption in his firft day*3 
journey : for he no fooner came into the houfe where he in- 
tended to refrefl) himfelf, but he was known and called by 
his name by the hoftefs. While the bifhop was wondering 
at his being difcovered, fhe revealed the fecret by fhewine 
him his pidture, and aiTured him there were feveral of them 
upon the road, that being known by them he might be feized ; 
andthat her hulband among others had power to that pur- 
pofe, which he would certainly make ufe of, if he found him. 
Xhe bi(bop faw evidently he was a condemned man, being 
already hanged in effigy ; and therefore, making ufe of this 
intelligence, prudently withdrew into fafer quarters. 

Upoft the Reftoration of the church and monarchy,* bifhop 
Bramhall returned to England ; and was from the firft de- 
•figned for fome higher promotion. Moft people imagined it 
would be the archbiflioprick of York ; but at laft he was ap- 
pointed archbifhop of Armagh, primate and metropolitan of 
all Ireland, to which he was tranflated upon the i8th of Ja- 
nuary 1660-61. In this fame year he vifited his diocefe, l^»<J» 
where he found great diforder 5 fome having committed hor- 
rible outrages, and many imbibed very ftrong prejudices, 
both againft his perfon and the doftrine and discipline of the 
church ; but by argument, perfuafion, and long fufFering, 
he gained upon them even beyond his own expectation. He 
ufed to fay, ** Men muft have fome time to return to their 
** wits who had been fo long out of them :*' therefore by his 
prudence and moderation he greatly foftened the fpirit of 
oppofition, and eiFeflually obtained the point he aimed at. 
As he was by his place prefident of the convocation, which 
met upon the 8th of May 1661, fo was he alfo for his merit 
chofen fpeaker of the houfe of lords, in the parliament which 
met at the fame time. And fo great a value had both houfes 
Jpr him, that they appointed committees to examine what 
ivas upon record in their books concerning him and the earl 
J i Strafford, and ordered the fcandalous charges againft them 
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to be torn out, which was accordingly done. . In this par- 
liament many advantages were procured , and more defigned, 
for the church, in which archbi(bop Bramhall was very in- 
duftrious. About this time he had a violent ficknefs, being 
a fecond fit of a paify, which was very near putting an end 
to his life: but he recovered; A little before his death, he 
vifited his diocefe ; and having provided for the repair of his 
eathedral, and other aiFairs fuitable to his paftoral office, he 
returned to Dublin about the middle of May 1663. The 
latter end of June, he was feized with a third fit of the palfy ; 
of which he foon died, being then feventy years old. At 
this time he had a trial for fome part of his temporal efiate 
at Omagh, with Sir Audley Mervyn, depending in the court 
ofclaimes; and there, at the time of hearing, the third fit 
of the palfy fo fmote him, that he funk in the court, was car- 
ried out fenfelefsy and fo continued till death put an end to 
him. The caufe however was determined in his favour. 

Bifhop Bramhall was the authors of feveral works, which 
were publifhed, as they were written, at different times 5 
but they were reprinted at Dublin in the year 1677, colleded 
into one volume in folio, to which were added fome pieces, 
never before printed. This volume is divided into four 
parts, the firft of which contains Difcoarfes againft the 
Romanifts; as, i. An Anfwer to M. de Milletiere his 
impertinent dedication of his imaginary triumph : intided, 
The Victory of Truth ; or his epiftle to the king of Gre^t 
Britain, wherein he inviteth his majefty to forfake the church 
pf England, and to embrace the Roman catholick religion: 
with the faid Milletiere's epiftle prefixed. This was firft 
publifhed at the Hague in 1654, i2mo, but not by the au- 
thor. The occafion of it was, that the Romanifts endea- 
voured to perfuade king Charles II. during his exile, to hope 
Jiis Refioration by embracing their religion : and for that 
purpofe employed Milletiere, councellor in ordinary to the 
king of France, to write him this epiftle. 2. A juft Vindica- 
tion of the church of England from the unjuft afperfion of 
criminal fchifme : wherein the nature of criminal fchifme, the 
divers forts of fchifmaticks, the , liberties and privileges of 
national churches, the rights of fovereign magiftrates, the 
tyranny, extortion, ^nd fchifm of the Roman court, with 
the grievances, complaints, and oppofition of all princes and 
ftates of the Roman communion of old, and at this very 
day, are manifefted to the view of the world. Firft printed, 
ftys ^ certain author, ^t London in l(S6i, 8vo; but he feems 
$0 be miftaken, for the very edition from whence we have 
Uil^fcribecj ,tl^e (if^ \s jft i2mo, ^4 d^te^ J^ndon 1654. 

This 
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This is reckoned bidiop Bramhall*s principal work. The other 
pieces in this firft part are of a polemick kind againft the papifts ; 
among which is a confutation of the ftory of theconfecration of 
the firft proteftant biftiops; at the Nag's head in Cheapfide, Lon- 
don. Thefecondpartis againft the Englifh feftaries, and com- 
prehends, I . Fair warning to take heed of the Scotifli difcipline, 
as being of all others moft injurious to the civil magiftrate, moft 
oppreffive to the fubjeft, moft pernicious to both. Written 
in the beginning of the civil wars. 2. The Serpents falve : 
or, a remedy for the biting of an afp. Written in vindication 
of king Charles I. wherein the author endeavours to prove, 
that power is not originally inherent in, and derived from, 
the people. Firft printed in 1643. 3. Vindication othim- 
felf and the epifcopal clergy from the Preft>yterian charge 
of popery, as it is managed by Mr. Baxter in his treatife ot 
the Grotian religion. The, third part is employed againft 
Mr. Hobbes, and contains, i. A Defence of true liberty 
from antecedent and extrinfical neceflity. Printed in 1656. 
2. Caftigations of Mr. Hobbes's animadverfions upon the 
fame, in 1658. 3. The Catching of Leviathan, or the 
gre^t whale. Demonftrating out of Mr. Hobbes's own works, 
that no man^ who is thoroughly an Hobbift, can be a good 
chrift'an, or a good commonwealth's man, or reconcile him- 
felf to himfelf : becaufe his principles are not only deftruflive 
to all religion, but to all focieties, extinguifhing the relation 
between prince and fubje6l, parent and child, mafter and 
fcrvant, hufband and wife ; and abound with palpable con- 
tradi6tions. The fourth part contains fmall pieces and occa- 
fional fermons. He had likewife prepared an hundred fer- 
mens for the prefs, but they were torn by the rats before his ^f^^"^^=^l^'« 
death. 

As for bifiiop BramhalPs perfon and charafler, we are 
told, that he was of a middle ftature and aflivc, but his mien 
and prefence not altogether fo great, as bis endowments 
of mind. His complexion highly fanguine, pretty deeply 
tinflured with choler, whjch in his declining years became 
predominant, and would fometimes overflow with fome tart- 
ncfsof expreffion, but without proceeding any further. As 
he was a great lover of plain dealing and plain fpeaking, fo 
his converfation was free from the afFedlation of phrafe and 
fancy ; and he ufed to fay, ** It was a boyifli fport to hunt 
** for words, and argued a penury of matter, which would 
«« always find expreflion for itfelf." His underftanding was 
very good, and greatly improved by labour and ftudy. As a 
fcholar, his excellency lay in the rational and ' argumentative 
part of learning. He was alfo well acquainted with eccle- 
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fiafitcal and. other hlftories; and in the pulpit an excettent 
perfuafive orator. He was a firm friend to the church, bcJd 
in the defence of it, and patient in fuffering for it. Mf 
name, fays he, in the motto to his vindication of it; ^^ Mjr 
name is Chriftian, my furname is Catholick : by the one I 
am known from infidels, by the other from hereticks an4 
fchifmaticks." Yet he was far from any thing like bigotry : 
on the contrary, he made a great allowance, and entertaii^ 
great charity, for men of different perfuafions, looking upon 
thofe churches as in a tottering condition, who ftood upon 
nice opinions. Accordingly, he made a diftin£lion between 
articles neceflary for peace and order, and articles neceflarf 
'to falvation : and he often declared, that the church was not 
to ^e healed but by general propofitions. 

d^^^o?^ BRAY (Thomas) a very pious divine of the church of 
the reverend England, Was born at Marton in Shropfliire, in 1656. He 
Mr. Tho. was placed at Hart-hall, Oxford ; but the fcantinefs of his 
Bray. fortune forced him to leave the univerfity foon after he had 

commenced bachelor of arts. Having entered into orders, 
he obtained a curacy near Bridgenorth in Shropfliire ; from 
whence ha foon removed to Warwickfliire, to oflfciate as 
chaplain to Sir Thomas Price, by .whom the donative of Lac 
Adarfin was conferred upon him. Being introduced to the 
acquaintance of lord Simon Digby, his lordfliip recommend- 
ed him to his brother (afterwards lord Digby) who gave him 
the vicarage of Over-Whitacre in the fame county, and ge- 
nerouflv endowed it with the great tithes. In 1690, the rec- 
tory of Sheldon being vacant by the incumbent's refufing to 
take the oaths at the revolution, his lordfliip alfo prefented 
Mr. Bray to it. This living he held till about three months be- 
fore his death, when he refigned it on account of his ad- 
vanced age. December 12, 1693, he took the d^ee of 
matter of arts at Hart-hall, Oxford, The reputation he ac- 
quired by the publication of his catechetical leftures, which 
he compofed at Sheldon, determined Dr. Compton, bifliop 
of London, to make choice of him to be his commiflfary in 
Maryland, for the eftahliflimerit and better regulation of 
church- affairs in that province. Mr. Bray takinglnto confi- 
deration the (late of the country, and the mott efFeftual me- 
thods to promote this defign, it readily occurred to him, that 
only the poorer clergy would leave their friends and native 
lands to go to fettle there ; and it was not to be fuppofed, that 
thefc men would fupply themielves with fuch 4 number of 
* books, as would properly qualify them for the ends of their 
fniffion, he endeavoured to provide a fupply of this defoft. 

He 
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H«rcprefentcd thoftatc'of the cafe to the bifliops, dcfiring 
their affiftance and encouragement in procuring parochial li- 
braries for the ufe of the milfionaries. His endeavours met 
with encouragement and fuccefs. Many libraries were found- 
ed^ not only in Maryland, but alfo in many other provinces 
on the continent, and tdands in America, and the fac* 
tories in Africa ; and their prcfervation was infured by folemn 
a&s of afiembiy. 

While he was thus engaged in foliciting benefaftions for 
libraries in the plantations, he often met with anfwers to this 
eSkA : That we had poor cures and poor minifters enough in 
England ; and that charity (hould begin at home. The doc- 
tor, zealous to do good in every way, took advantage of this 
difpofition, and improved it to the good purpofe of founding 
parochial libraries in England. This fcheme alfo met with 
encouragement. Many libraries were founded in feveral dio- 
cefes of this kingdom ; and^ by public authority, provifion 
was made for their fecurity and prcfervation. An aft of par- 
liament pafled in the feventh year of queen Anne, in titled, 
*' An aft for the better prcfervation of parochial libraries in 
** that part of Great Britain, called England." For this d«- 
)>oiitum, every incumbent is made accountable to his ordinary^ 
the pofleffion is moreover fecured from mifapplication or em- 
bezzlement by a parliamentary provifion. 

Mr. Bray alfo formed a defign of raifing libraries in fca- 
port towns, where the miffionaries might be detained by con- 
trary winds, that they might be at once fecured from the 
temptations idlenefs and bad company might expofe them 
to, and lofc no time towards improving themfelves in their 
intended employment. He obtained feveral bencfaftions for 
that purpofe, and took with him a quantity of books to de- 
pofit in each port^ that fliould happen in his way; and being 
detained in three feveral places in a fubfequent voyage to Ma- 
ryland, he put this defign in execution in every one of them, 
viz. Gravefend, Deal, and Plymouth. He likewife made a 
beginning towards parochial catechetical libraries in the Iflc 
of Man. ' In 1696, Mr. Bray accun^ulated the degrees of 
batcheior and doftor of divinity at Ma^alen- college, Ox- 
ford 5 and in December that year, publimed Bibliotheca Pa- 
rochialis, or, a fcheme of fuch theological and other head^ 
as feem requifite to be perufed, or occafionaily confulted by 
the reverend clergy, together with a catalogue of books, 
which may be profitably read on each of thofe points. At 
the feme time he fcnt abroad another traft, entitled, Apofto- 
lic charity, .i|s nature and excellency i being a difcourfe 
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preached at St/Panrs at the ordination of feme proteftant 
jniflionaries to be fent into the plantations ; to which he pre- 
fixed a general view» of the Englifli colonies in America^ in 
order to (hew what proviflon was wanting for, the propaga^ 
tion of chriftianity in thofe parts. In 1O97, ^^ petitioned 
the houfe of commons that a (hare of the alienated lands 
(formerly given to fuperftitious ufes) which were propofed to 
be vefted in Greenwich hofpital, might be appropriated for 
the propagation of religion/ in the planutions. This petition 
^as well received^ and a fourth part of all that {hould be 
diicovered (after one moiety to the difcoverer) was allowed 
by the committee. But the bill was never reported. Not 
di(couraged b^ this difappointment, he went over to Holland 
%o make application to his majefty for a grant of (bme ar- 
lears of taxes due to the crown ; but the recovery of thefe 
arrears was very difficult, and they proved of little value. 
He next drew up the plan of a ibciety pro fide propaganda^ 
10 be eftabliflied by charter ; and, in confequence thereof 
letters patent for erefling a corporation by the name of. The 
ibciety for the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts, 
pafied the great feal in 1701. 

In 1702, having waited a confiderable time for the return 
of a law from Maryland for the eftabli(hment of the church, 
with fuch amendments as would render it unexceptionable at 
die court of England, he refolved to go over to that coun- 
try, as well to luften the paifing this z&. in their aflemblies, 
. as to promote other matters for the fervice of religion. Some 
d bis friends, feeing that he received no advantage from his 
commiilary's place, nor bad no allowance made, or prefer- 
ment given him at home, to fupport the expences he was at, 
advifed him to lay afide his defign of going abroad, and take 
two good preferments that were offered him at home, that of 
fub-sdmoner, and the donative of Aldgate ; but he declined 
every offer inconfiftent with the intereft of the affair he was 
' engaged in, and though forced to difpofe of his own effe£b, 
ar^ raife money on credit for his fupport in the undertaldng, 
be iet fail from the Downs, Pec. 20, 1699 > ^^ ^^^^r ^ te- 
dious and dangerous paffage, arrived at Maryland the 
12th of March 1700. By his prudent conduQ, he not only 
. gained fingular refpe£t from all, but fo much of the af- 
lembiy's confidence, that they ordered the attorney • general to 
confult'with him in drawing up the bill, which pafled nemine 
contradicente. After the breaking up of the aflembly, and 
diat of a general vifitation at Annapolis, to which all the 
clergy were cited^ many apprehending the oppofition of the 
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qualcers miAt get this new enaded law again annulled, in* 
timated to Dr. bray, that it would be. of great confequence 
to the prefervation and final fettlement of the church, if he 
"were to go home with the law, and foUicit the royal afTent. 
The doftor came over accordingly, and found that their ap* 
prehenfions were hot gfoundlefs. But he refuted thctfuggef- 
tions of the quakers by a printed memorial, and his majefty 
decided, without hefitation, in the church's favour. 

Mr. Bray's fmall fortune being confumed in thefe un» 
dprtakings, lord Weymouth generoufly prefented him with a 
bill of 300 1. for his private ufe; great part of which, how- 
ever, the doftor devoted to his public defigns. Though he 
-was vefied with the character of commiiTary, yet no part of 
the propofed revenue was annexed to.it j neverthelefs, hener 
ver made any complaint or lemonftrance againft this unjufi: 
difappointment ; and when two fums, of fifty pounds each, 
vrere prefented to him in Maryland, he generoufly thre^y 
them in towards defraying the charges of their libraries and 
law. In 1 70 1, he publi&ed his circular letters to the clergy 
of Maryland ; a memorial reprefenting the prefent ftate of 
religion on the continent of North-America, and the afls of 
his viiitation, held at Annapolis. In 1706, he accepted of 
the donative of St. Botolph without Aldgate, worth about 
i^ol. per annum. Ini7i2, he printed his Martyrolog}', or 
Papal Ufurpation, in folio. This work is a feleft cplledion 
of fcarce and valuable treatifes, difgefted into as regular a 
hiftory as the nature of the fubjeft would admit, in order to 
trace the origin and growth of the exorbitant claims of the 
papal fee. He propofed to compile a fecond volume, but for 
want of leifure laid the defign afide, and bequeathed, by 
ivill, his valuable collection of materials, both printed and 
juanufcript, ^o Sion-college. In Dr. Bray's beforementioned 
voyage to Holland, his difintereAed and public fpirit gained 
him the efteem of Mr. d'AUone of the Hague, private fe- 
cretary to king William, who kept up an epiftolary corref- 
pondence with him ; the refult whereof was, that he gave 
in his life-time a fum to be applied to the converfion of the 
negroes in the Britifli plantations; and at his death, in 1723, 
l^ft 900 1, out of his Englifh eftate to Dr. Bray and his afTo- 
ciates towards raifing a capital (lock for the fame purpofe. In 
1726, the do^or printed his Diredorium miffionarium, and 
Primordial biblipthecaria, and fome other trads of the like 
kind, in one of which he declares as his opinion, that the 
^civilizing of the Indians muft precede any fuccefsful attempt 
for tl^cir ^onvcrfipn. He wrote, likewife* a fliort account of 
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Mr. ftawlet, aathor of the Chriftian monitor ; and reprinted 
the life of Mr. Gilpin ; and with a vievir to file upon the minds 
of fuch as were dedgned for the miniifaj, a juft and awful 
fenfe of their many and important duties, he reprinted the 
Ecclefiaftes of Erafraus. ^ - 

In 1727, an acquaintance, who had made a cafual vifit to 
Whitechapel-prifon, repreftnting to the dodor, the miferablc 
^ate of the unhappy peifons there confined, he foon obuined 
iiifficient benefadlions to provide a quantity of bread , meat, 
and broth, on Sundays, and fometimes on the intervening 
days, for that place, and alfo for Woodftreet«compter. His 
benevolence did not ftop here; he employed the intended mif- 
fionaries in preaching to them. This enquby into the fbue 
of the gaols, brought him acquainted with general Ogletfaprpe, 
«nd fome others of high rank and di(|tndion, who were. af- 
terwards employed in the fame enquiry^ in CQufequence of an 
order of the houfe of commons. Tfaefe gentlemen he en* 
gaged as his aflbciates in his defigns of founding libraries and 
converting negroes. Moft of the religious focieties and good 
defigns in London are in a great meafiire formed on the plans 
he projedcd, particularly the charity-fchools, the fociety for 
reformation of manners^ and that for the relief of poor pro- 
felytes, &c. 

He died February 15, 1740, aged 73, leaving only one 
daughter. 

Wooa, n. BRENT, (SirNATHANAEL) was born at Little Woolford 

161. Jn Warwickfliire^ in 1573; he was. educated at Merton- 

collcge in Oxford, and aUer taking the degree of mafter of 

Wood, Faf- arts, entered upon the law line. In 1613, he travelled abroad, 

ti^ col. 154* and at his return married the daughter and heir of Dr. Robert 

Abbot bifhop of Saliftury, and neice to Dr. Abbot, archbi- 

ihop of Canterbury ; who fent him to' Venice about the year 

16 1 8, to procure a copy of the hiftory of the council of 

' Trent. He received from the joint authors, father Paul and 

' father Fulgentio, the Iheets as they vvere compofed, and fent 

them over weekly to the archbifliop. When it was finiflbed, 

he returned, and tranflated it from Italian into Englifh and 

Xiatin(A). In 16 21, he was hy the archbifhop's intereft, 

chofen warden of Mecton>college : his grace alfo made him 

iTbi fwpra. j^j^ vicar-general, commifiary ci" the diocefe of Canterbury, 

mafter of the faculties, and at length judge of die preroga- 

(a) Befides this tranflation, he re- of England, concerning die crn^e- 
vifcd and publiQied, in 1625, Mr. cration and ordination of bi(hops> 
Fr. Mafon*t vindication of the church &c. Wood. Ath, I. 464. II. i6a. 

tivc. 
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tive. In 1613, ^^ accumulated the degrees of batchclor and Wood, Faf- 
doftor of laws ; and in 16 29^ ^as knighted by king Charles ti, col. 154. 
I. at Woodftock ; he afterwards fided with the puritans, an4 ' 

took the covenant, for which reafen he was, by his majefty's 
command, de'prtved of his W9rden(bip' of Meyton-college : 
but When Oxford furrertdered to the parliament in 1646, hc||,jj^ 
was reftored) and was appointed chief vifitor of that univer- 
fity the two following years. The order made againft plu- 
mlitie^s forced him to leave Merton- college in 165 1, and at 
the fame time he refufed to take the engagement. Retiring 
to h s houfe in Little-Britain, London, he there ended his 
days; on th6 6th of November, 1652, at the age^offcventy- 
nine.' ibid. 

BREREWOOD (Edward) a very learned Eriglifh ma- 
thematician and antiquary, was the fon of Robert Brerewood 
a tradefman, who wais thrice maypr of Chefler ; and bora 
in that city in the year 1565. He was educated in gram- 
mar learning at the firee-fchool in Chefter 5 and afterwards ^^'0^3 
admitted, in the year 158 1, of Brazen-nofe-college in Ox- on. 
fofd. He ftudied hard there for feyeral years, taking his de-- 
grees in arts ; and then, as it is faid, removed himfelf to St. 
Mary hall. In the year 1596, he became the firft profefTor 
of Aftronomy in Grefliam-college, in London; where he led 
the fame private and retired courfe of life, as he had before 
done in Oxford. He died there of a feyer, upon the 4th of 
November 161 3, much lamented ; for he was a very learned 
and very excellent perfon. He was a great fearcher into an- 
tiquity and curious knowledge ; but is remarkable for having 
never publiflied any thing during his life-time. After his 
death came out the followmg works : i. De Ponderibus, & 
pretijs veterum nummorum, eorumque cum recentioribus 
collatione, 1&14, 4to. This was publiflied by his nephew 
Robert Brerewood of Chefter, who was commoner of Bra- 
zen-nofe-college in 1605, aged 17; and who fucceeded our 
author in his eftate and fortunes. It was afterwards reprint- 
ed in the eighth volume of the Critici Sacri, and in the;}Ap- 
paratus before the firft volume of the Poliglot bible. 2. ** En- 
•* quiries touching the diverfity of languages ^rid religion, 
** through the chief parts of the world." 11614, 4to« Pub- 
liflied alio by Robert Brerewood, who hath written a large 
and leaaned preface to it. 3. *' Elem^nta Logicae in grati- 
^' am fiudiofae juventutis in Acad. Oxon. 1614, 8vo. 4. 
^.^ Tradatus quidam logici de prsdicabilibus & praedicamen- 
« tis.'' 1628, 8vo.. 5. '' Treatlfe Of fhe^ S^t>bath," 1630, 

4to. 
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4to. 6. «« A fecond treatifc of the fabbath." 163 1, 4to: 
7, «* Traflatus duo, quorum primus eft dc meteoris, fecun- 
dus de oculo." 1631. 8. *' Comroentarij in Ethica Ariftote* 
«' lis." 1640, 4to. Mr. Wood tells us, that the ori^nal 
tnamifcript of this, written with his own hand, is in the 
fmalleft and neateft chara6br, that his eyes ever yet beheld ; 
and that it was finifhed by him on the 27th of OAober, 
1586. 9. ** The patriarchal government of the ancient 
*' church, declared by way of anfwer to four queftions," &c. 
1 64 1, 4to. 

vfc det BREUGEL (Peter.) There were three painters of the 
P^trei^ name of Breugel, viz. Peter the father, and his two fons Pe* 
♦^ tcr and John : Breugel the father, commonly called old 

Breugel, was born at a village of the fame name near Breda, 
in the year 1565. He was fidft the pupil of Peter Cock, whofe 
daughter he married, and afterwards ftudied under Jerom 
Cock of Bolduc. It was his common cuftom to drefe like 
a countryman in company with one of his friends, that he 
might have better accefs to aflbciate with country pec^Ie, 
and join in their frolicks at their feafts and marriages. By 
thefe means, he acquired a perfect knowledge of their man- 
tiers and geftures, of which he made excellent ufe in his pic- 
nic tures. He travelled to France and Italy, where he employed 
himfelf in every thing that came in his way. In all hb 
works he took nature for his guide. He ftudied landfkips for 
a long time on the mountains of Tyrol. His chearful and 
humourous turn of mind difplayed itfelf in all his pidures, 
which genetally confifted of marches of armies, fports and 
diverfions, country dances and marriages. At his return from 
Italy, he fetded in the city of Antwerp, where he fell in love 
with one of his fervant-maids, but one of a temper fo diffe- 
rent from his, that whatever inclination he had to marry her, 
. his reafoh at laft got the better of his pailions. In 155 1, he 
married at Bruffels the daughter of Peter Cock. In his laft 
illnefs he caufed his wife to gather together all his immodeft 
piflures and drawings, and burn them before his face. His 
death happened at Antwerp, but the time of it, and confe- 
quendy his age, cannot be afcertained. 

The works of old Breugel in the poflcffion of th« great 
duke of Tufcany, are, Chrift carrying his crofs, with a great 
number of figures ; and a country fedl. The emperor has 
the tower of Babel, the maflacre of the Innocents^ and the 
converfion of St. Paul, of his painting. The ele&or Palatine 
a landikip with St* Philip bapti^ng queen Candace's eunuch, 

and 
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an^ St. John preaching in the wilderneis, with a great many 
figuresb 

BREUGEL (John) the fon of Peter, was born at Brett- 
gel, a village near Breda, about the year 1575. Two Flc- 
mifli authors give different accounts of his education, one af- 
furcfi us that he was educated by the widow of Peter Koeck, 
commonly called Peter Van Aalft, his uncle by the mother, 
ivith whom he learned to paint in miniature, and that there* 
after he ftudied painting in oil witlf one Peter Goekint, 
whofe fine cabinet ferved him at once inftead of a fchool and 
a matter. The other author, who often contradifls the for- 
mer, aflerts, that John Breugel learned the firft principles of 
his art lender the tuition of his father j but the difference ob* 
fervable in their manner, renders this opinion very improbable. 
Whatever be in this, John Breugel applied himfelf to the 
painting flowers and fruits with great care and wonderful fa- 
gacity ; he afterwards had great fuccefs in drawing land&ips, 
and views of the fea, fet off with fmall figures. He did not, 
however, negleS his turn for flowers and fruits, of which 
he made excellent uie in embelliihing his other works. He 
lived long in the city of Cologn, and acquired a reputation 
i?vhich will laft to the latefl: pofterity. He made a journey to 
Italy, where his reputation had got before him, and his fine 
]andflcips, adorned with fmall figures, fuperior to thofe of hi3 
father, gave very great fatisfa^ion. He had the name of 
Fluweeler, from his generally affefting to wear velvet 
cloaths. If we may judge by the great number of pictures 
he left behind him, he muft have been exceeding aflive and 
laborious, and his pieces, as they are all highly finiflied, muft 
have taken up much of his time. He did not fatisfy himfelf 
•with embellifhing his own works only, but was very ufeful 
in this refpcft to his friends. Even Rubens made ufe of 
• Breugel's hand in the landfkip part of feveral of his fmall 
piflures, fuch as his Vertumnus and Pomona ; the fatyr view- 
ing the fleeping nymph, and the terreftrial paradife, which 
is looked upon as his mafter-piece ; and, together with the 
two former was done for king William III. of Great Britain, 
>\nd to conclude with a remarkable circumftance concerning 
Sreugel, his drawings are fo perfect that no perfon has beea 
yet able to copy them. He died in 1642, and in the 67th 
year of his age, having never brought up any pupil. 

Several of his works are to be feen in the archbifliop's gallery 
at IMil^n^ particularly, a hunting-piece with a vaft many fi- 
gures i a landlkip, reprefenting a defert, with the pifture of 

St. 
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St H'lerom painted by Cerano, alias Gro Bs^tift« Crefpi. h 

the Ambrofian library are twenty pieces of this mafterly 
hand, particularly, Daniel in the lion's den, the infide of 
the great church at Antwerp, the four Seafons on copper, 
the burning of Gomorrha. in the pofleffion of the cleftor 
Palatine at DufTeldorp, Chrift preaching on] the fea (bore. 
A country dance. A (ea-port> with a great many figures. 
A coach and two chariots with a multitude of figures and 
animals. A landfkip wherein Flora is crowned by a nymph. 
The wife men worfhipping Scipio Africanits* St» John 
preaching in the wildernefs. A fmall fea-landikip^ and feve- 
ral other pieces. In the pofleiEon of the king of France. 
A woman playing with a dog. The battle between Alex* 
ander and Darius, both ih wood. Orpheus in hell, &c. 

BREVINT (Daniel) was born in the ifle of Jerfey,in 
the year 161 6. Before the revocation of the edi£l of Nantz, 
and till king Charles I. by archbi(hop Laud's perfuafion, 
founded three fellowfhips in the colleges of Pembroke, Exe- 
ter, and JefuS' at Oxford, for the iflands of Jerfey and Gucm- 
^ fey alternately, the young gentlemen of thofe iflands defigned 

for the miniftry, were fent to ftudy among the proteftants in 
France, particularly at Saumur (a). Here Brevint ftudied 
logic and philofophy. Oflober 12, 1638, he was incorpo- 
rated mailer of arts at Oxford, as he ftood at Saumur, and 
the fame year was chofen to be the firft fellow at Jefus-col- 
lege, upon the foundation juft mentioned. Being ejeded fi^m 
his fellowfhip by the parlianyenr-vifitors. for refufing to take 
the covenant, he withdrew to his native country, and upon 
the reduiSlion of that place by the parliament's forces, fled 
into France, and became pafior of a proteflant congregation 
in Normandy. Soon after the vifcount de Turenne, after- 
wards marihal of France, appointed him to be one of his 
chaplains (b). 

(a) Thii univerfity was founded or mailers, in that uniVerfity. It 

by the learned Philip de Mornay, was at length (uppreflfed by Lewis 

Lord of PlelTis Marly, who broughc XI V» hi 1684. AcfOuut of Jeiiey 

profeiTors to teach academical learn- by P. Falle, p. 316. 
Ing in that town, of which king (b) Whilft he held this office, he 

Henry IV, had made him governor, was one of the perfons. employed 

It was for ievdfal years in great re- in tiie defign of reconciling the pro* 

pute, on account of its eminent pro- teftant and po|nfii religions $ which 

feffors of divinity, John Cameron, gave him an accefa into, and mi^ 

Lewis Cappel, Mofes Amyrauld, him acquainted with, every comer 

John de la Place, &c. The learn- of the Romifli church, as he fays 

«d Le Feve, fother of madam Da- bunfolf. 



cier^ was alfo one of the regents. 



At 
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At the refioration of king Charles It. Brevint returned to 
England, and was, by that prirtce, who had known him i- 
broad, prefented to the tenth prebend in the church of Dur- 
ham. vr.Cofin, bifhop of that fee, who had been his fel- 
low-fufieVer, alfo collated him to a living in his diocefe. On the 
i7th of February 1 661-2, he took his degree of doftdr of 
divinity at Oxford, and in December 168 r» he was promoted 
to the deanery of Lincoln (c). He died May 5^ i^59- 

(c) He Wrote, 4. tccitUx primitivae facramerf- 

I. Miflale RomiAitm} or, the tom Ic racrificium, a pontificiit cor- 

depth and mydery of the Roman ruprells, Sc exinde natis controver- 

mafs, laid open and explained, for (iis liberum ; written at the defire 

the ufe of both reformed and unre- of the prihceffes of Turenne and 

formed chrlAians. Oxford, 1672. Bouillon. 

««.The Chriftian facrament and 5, Euchariftiae chriAianae prsfen-' 

DKrifice, by yrsLj of difcoorfe, me* tia realis, Se pontificia fiGta, lucir* 

diution, and prayer, upon the na- Icntiifimis non teftimontis modo, fed 

ture, parts, and blelCngsof theholy etiam fundamentis, quibus fere tota, 

communion. Written at the defire S. S. Patrum 'theologia nititur> hxe 

of the princefles of Turenne and explofa, ilia fufiiilta Sc afferu. 
Bouillon^ Oxford 1637* Athirdedi- 6. Pro fereniffima principe Wei- 

tion was publiihed at London in 1739, marienli ad tbefcs jeneilfes accurata 

upon the recommendation given of refpohfio, 

it by Dr. Waterland, in his charge, 7. Ducentae plus miniis praelec^ 

intituled. The Chriitian facrificeex- tiones in S. Matthaei xxv. capita $c 

plained. aliorum evangeliAarum locos hifce 

3* Saul and Samuel at Endor; palHm parrallelos. 
or the new ways of falvation and He alfo tranHated into French^ ' 

fervice, which ufually tempt men to The judgment of the univerfity ^f 

Rome, and detain them there, truly Oxford, concerning the folemA 

reprefented and refuted* Oxford^ league and covenant. Wood's Hid* 

J 674k Antiq. Univ. Oxon. I. xi. p. 3I2* 

BRIGG8, (Henry) one of the greateft mathcmatieians ^«^'s 
of the xvith century, was born at Warley Wood, in the pa- Crdham^'^* 
ri(hof Hallifax in Yorkfhire, about the year 1556. From profeirors^ 
a grammar-fchool in the country he was fent to St. John's?, i^o* 
college in Cambridge about the year 1577, and admitted a 
fcholar of the houfe, November 5, 1579. He took the 
degree of batchelor of arts in 1581, that of iriafter in 1585, 
)ind waschofcn fellow of his college March 29, 1583. His 
chief ftudy was the mathematiclcs, in which he excelled ; 
and in 1592, he was made examiner and ledurej^ in that fa- 
culty, and foon after, reader of the phyfick- left ore, founded 
by Dr. Linacer. When Grefliam college in London was . 
eftablKhed, he was chofen the firft profeflbr of geometry ^ * 
there, about the beginning of March 1596. In 1609, Mr. 
Briggs contracted an intimacy with the learned Mr, James 
Ufher, afterwards ^chbifhop of Armagh, Which continued 

Vol, IL B b xnamy 
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maily ycifs by letten, two of which, written by our author, 
are yet extant. In one of thefe letters, dated in Auguli 
l6io, he tells his friend^ he was engaged in the fubjefl of 
eclipfes ; and in the other, dated March lo, 1615^ he ac- 
quaints him with his being wholly employed about the noble 
invention of Logarithms, then lately difcovered -, in the 
improvement of which he had afterwards a large {hare. In 
1619, he was made Saviiian profeflbr of geometry at Oxford; 
and refigned his profeiTorlhip of Grefliam college on the 
twenty-fifth of July 1620 ^ a). Soon after his going to Ox- 
ford he was incorporated mafter of arts in that univerfity, 
where he continued till his death, which happened on the 
twenty-fixth of January 1630. 

Dr. Smith gives him the character of a man of great pro- 
bity ; eafy and acceflible to all ; free from arrogance, mo- 
rofenef^ envy, ambition, and avarice; a contemner of 
riches, and contented with his own flation;, preferring a 
fiudious retirement to all the fplendid circumflances of life. 
The learned Mr. Thomas Gataker, who attended his lefturcs 
when he was reader of mathematicks at St. John's college 
in Cambridge, reprefents him as highly efleemed by all 
perfons. 



(a) His writings ars, 

I. A table to find the heighth of 
the pole, the magnetical declination 
being given. Publi(hed in Blon- 
deviUe's Theoriqucs of the planets. 
Lond. i6o2, 4to. 

a. Tables for the improvement of 
. navigation. Printed in the fecond 
edition of Wright's Errors in navi- 
gation detedied. Lond. 16 10, 4to. 

3. A Defcription of an inftru- 
mental table to find the part propor- 
tional, devifed by Mr. Edward 
Wright. Lond. 16 16, iimo. 

4. Logarithmorum chllias prima. 
Lond. 1617, gvo. 

5. Lucubrationes annotationes in 
opera poftuma, J. Neper». Edinb. 
16 1 9, 4to. 

6. Euclidis elementortim fex li- 
bri priores, fecundum Vetera excn*- 
plaria' reftituti, ex verfione latirfa 
Frederic! Commanding, aliquam mul- 
tis in locis caAIgati. Lond. 1620, 
fol. 

7. A treatife of tlw north-moft 



paiTage to the Sooth (ea. London, 
i6zz, 4to. 

8. Arithmetica logirithmica, Cm 
logarithmorum chtliades trfgioM, 
pro nomcris natural? fpecic crcffcn- 
tibps ab unitate ad 20,000, et a 
90,000 ad 100,000. Lond. 16144 
fol. There was a fecond edition of 
this WQTk publiflied by Mr. Vlacq, 
in which the intervening numbers 
from 2 0,000 to 90,000 were filled 
up. Goudae, 1628, fol. This edi- 
tion was, foon after his death, tran- 
flated into £ngli(h. Lond. i63iy 
fol. 

9. Trigonometria Britannica. 
Oouda, 1633, foi. 

10. TvvQ Letters to the learned 
James Uftjcr. Printed in the col- 
legion of archbi(hop U(^.cr's Let- 
ters. 

1 1. Mathematka ab antiquH mi- 
nus cognita. Published by Dr. 
George Hakevrill in his Apologie. 

Dr. Briggs wrote fome other things 
whkh have not yet been pubhihed. 
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BRIGGS, (WitLiAM) an eminerit phyfician, yfr^s (on 
©f Auguftine Briggs, efqj who was defcended of an antient 
family in Norfolk, and had been four, times member of par* 
lament for the city of Norwich, where this fon was born. 
At thirteen years of age he was fent to Benedi6t college in 
Cambridge, and placed under the care of Dr. Thomas Ten- 
nifon» afteirwards archbilhop of Canterbury. H^ topk both 
his degF^^s in arts, and was chofcn fellow of his college on J^^^\ , 
the 7Ch of November 1668. His genius leading him to the Cre/hMi^ * 
ftudy of phyilc, he ^travelled .into France, where he attended jirofcflbrs, 
the leflures of. the. famoys anatomift. Monf. Vieuffens at P* *59. 
Montpelier; and, after^his, return, publifhed his Ophthalmo- q^^I^J^^^^^ 
graphia in 1676 (a). The year following he was created graphiam. " 
.do61or of medicine at Cambridge, and fcon after was made PJiil,Tranf. 
.fellow of the college of phyficians of London. In i682^°-'*9* 
he quitted bis fellowfhip to bis brother (b) j and the fame 
year his Theory of Vifion was publifhed by Hooke. ThcPhilkCol. 
enfuing year he fent to the Royal Society a continuation of ^°' ^« 
that difcourfe, which was publiflied in their Tranfaftions j j^^^ , . , 
and the fame year he was by king Charles IL appointed phy*. 
fician to St. Thomas's hofpital. In 1684, he communicated 
to the Royal Society Two remarkable cafes relating to vifion^ . 
which were likewife printed in their Tranfaftions ; and in °* '^^' 
1685 he publifhed a Latin Verfion of his Theory of vifion, 
at the defire of Mr. Newton, afterwards Sir Ifaac, profeffor 
of . the mtathematicks at Cambridge, with a recommendatory 
epiftlefrom him prefixed to it. And for completing this cu- 
riou8>andufeftl fubjecl relating to the eye, he promifed, in 
the preface, two other treatifes, one, De ufu partlum oculi ; 
and the other, De ejufdem affecSibus ; neither of which^ 
however, appear to have been ever publifhed. But in the 
year 1687, came out a fecond edition of his Ophthalmo- 
graphia. He was afterwards made phyfician in ordinary to 
king William, and continued in great efteem for his (kill in 
his profcflion till he died, September 4, 1704. He married 

(a) It was printed at Cambridge ham college, and, in i693>* fellow 

in 12 mo, under the following title, of the Royal Society, He died 

Ophthalmographia, five oculi cjof- December a», 17 « 8, at Corton, a 

que partium defcriptio aqatomica, fmall village in Suffolk, where he 

cui accedit nova vifionis theoria. had an eftate of about 100 1, a- 

(b) Robert Biiggs, educated year, which he, by his will, direded 

in Bcnedidl college under Wil- to be fold, and the money to b« 

Jiam. He took both his degrees in divided among the three children o£ 

arts, and, in 1685, quitted his fcl- his brother Dr. W. Briggs. Ward's 

JovvOiip. The year following he Lives of the Grcfliam profeflbrs, p. 

^a» chpfen proff /Tor of law in Gref- 258. 

B b 2 Hannah^ 
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Hannah, fole daughter and heirefs of Edmund Hobait, gent, 
grandfon to Sir Henry Hobart, lord chief juftice of the com- 
mon pleas in the reign of James I. by whom he left three 
children, Mary, Henry, and Hannah. His motto was, Vir- 
' tus eft Dei. 

BRIL» (Mathew and Paul) natives of Antwerp, and 
£ood painters. Mathew was born in the year 155O9 and 
nudied for the moft part at Rome. He was eminent for hb 
performances in hiftory and landfcape, in the galleries of the 
Vatican ; where he was employed by pope Gregory XIII. 
He died in 1584, being" no more than thirty- four years of age. 
Paul was born in 1554^ followed his brother Mithewto 
Rome ; painted feveral things in conjundion with him ; and, 
after his deceafe, brpught himfelf into credit by his landfcapes, 
but efpecially by thofe which he compofed in his latter time. 
The invention in them was more pleafant, the difpofition 
more noble, all the parts more agreeable, and paiated wiA 
a better gufto, than his' earlier produdions in this way ; which 
was owing to his having ftudied th^ manner of Hannibal 
Carrache, and copied fome of Titian's works, in the fame 
kind. He was much in favour with pope Sixtus V. and, foe 
his fucceflfor Clement VIII. painted the famous piece, about 
fixty- eight feet long, wherein the faint of that name is re- 
prelented caft into the fea, with an anchor about his neck. 
He died at Rome in the year 1626, aged feventy-two years. 

BRISSONIUS, (Barnaby) prefidcnt of the parliament 
of Paris, and one of the moft eminent lawyers of bis time, 
was born at Fontenay in Poi6lou, about the middle of the 
fixteenth century. He appeared at firft with great eclat at 
the bar of the parliament; and by his great knowledge and 
Ikill in the law, recommended himfelffo powerfully to Henry 
III. of France, that this prince made him his advocate gene- 
ral in the firft place, thei^ counfellor of ftate, and at laft in 
In ^log. the year 1580, honoured him with the high dignity of prefi* 
Call. dent of the parliament Scasvola Sammarthanus relates, hoiv 

Henry III. declared in his hearing, that there was not a prince 
in Chriftendom, who could boaft of fo learned a man as 
Barnaby Briflbn. The king made ufc of him in feveral ne- 
gotiations, and fent him embafTador into England. At his 
return his majefty employed him to make a colIecSHon of his 
own ordinances, and of thofe of his predeceftbrs, which he 
performed With wonderful expedition. He wrote fome works 
in law: De verborum, qua? ad jus pertinent, fignificatione; 
I)e formulis & folemnibus populi^Romani verbis. Dc re^o 

Per- 
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Berfanim principatu, &c.. He gave an expecSlation of more 
confiderable performances, but his life was (hortned by a very 
unfortunate accident. Living at Paris when that rebellious 
city was befieged by king Henry the Great, the prefidcnt Brif- 
ibnius remonftrated againft the treafonable practices of the 
leaguers, who, under pretence of the Holy Union, con* 
temned the royal authority^ which was much moire facred. 
Xhefe religious traitors, being diflatisfied with Briflbnius's 
loyalty, fell violently upon him, dragged him to prifon, and 
cruelly ftrangled him the 15th of November, in the year 
1591. SeeThuanus, Mezeray, &c, 

BRISSOT, (Peter) oneof themoft able phyficlansof 
the fixteenth century, was born at Fantenat-le-Comte, m 
Poitou, in the year I478. About the year 14953 he was 
lent to Paris, where he went through a courfe of philofophy 
under Villemar, a fomous profeflbr of choCe time?. By his 
advice Briflbtrefolved to be a phyfician ; and fiudled phyftck 
there for four years. Then he began to teach philofophy in 
' the univerfity of Paris; and, after he had done tlils for ten 
years, he left it ofF, in order to prepare for the examinations 
neceflary to kis doAor of phyfick's degfec, which he took in 
May 15 1 4. Being one pf thofe men who are pot contented 
with cuftom and tradition, but chufe ,to^x^ine for them- 
ielves, he made an exad): comparifon between the pra6llce of 
thofe times and the dodrine of Hippoicrates and Galen : and 
he found, that the Arabians had introduced many things into 
the praSice of phyfick, that were contrary to the dof^rine 
of thofe two great mafters, and alfo to the knowledge which 
reafon aiul experience might furnifh. He fet himfelf there- 
fore to reform phyfick ; and for this purpofe undertook pub- 
lickly to explain Galen's books, inftead of thofe of Avicenn^^ 
Rhaiis, and Mefui, which were commonly explained in 
. the ichools of phyfick. He found himfelf obftru<9:ed in the 
work of reformation by his ignorance of botany ; and there- 
fore refolved to travel, in order to acquire the knowledge of 
plantSy and put himfelf into a capacity of correding phar- 
macy. But before he left Paris, he undertook to convince 
the publick of an inveterate error. The conftant pradice 6f 
phyficians, in the pleurify, was to bleed from the arm, not 
on the fide where the difiemper was, but on the oppofite fide. 
Briflbt difputed about it in the phyfick* fchools, confuted that 
pradice, and fhewed, that it was falfely preteiided to be 
agreeable to the do^jrine of Hippocrates and Galen. He 
left Paris in the year 1518, and went into Portugal. He 
B b 3 flopped 
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fto[^ped there in th^ city of Ebora, where be pradHed jkfr 

fick ; but his new way of bleeding in tbe plenrify, notwtthi- 

fianding the great fuccefs he had fotndbyit, did not pkafe 

every body. He received a long and difobligtng letter about 

it fro^ Denys, phyfician to the king of Portugal; but he 

luftified it by an apology, which^ he woiftd \niz publiflied, 

if death had not prevented hiiti in the year 1522. It was 

printed three years after at Parts, and reprinted at Bafil in 

1529. Rert^tUS Moreau puWiAed a new edition of it at 

Paris, ih the year 1627, Wtthz treatife of his ofwn, Dc 

fniffione fang^iinis in pleurrtide, and the life of^ BrtiTot.; out 

of which thefe memorials of him are taken. He never 

would marry, being of oprnioh, that matrimbny did- not well 

agf'ee Wifh n\xdy. One thrng is related of him, which d^ 

ferves to 'be taken notice of, becaufe it is fingular in the men 

of his profcffion ; and it is, that he did not love gain. He 

cared fo little for it, they fay, tHat when he was called to a 

fick perfon, ht looked into his purfej and, if he found but 

two pieces of gold in it, refufed to go. This was owing to 

Iiis great io^^e of fiudy, from which it was very diffictdt to 

take him. 

It is remarkable, that the difpute between Dcnys and 
Briflbt raifed a kind of a civil war among the Portuguefe 
phyflcians. The buiinefs was brought before the tribunal 
of the univerfity of Salamanca, where it was throughly dif- 
^'cufled by the faculty of phyfick ; but while they were can^ 
'vaffing the reafonspro'and con, the parti*Kans of Denys had 
recourfe to the authority of the (ecalar power, and obtained 
a decree, forbidding phyficians to bleed on the fame fide, .in 
' which thepleyrify was, At laft the univerfity of Salamanca 

gave their judgment ; importing, that the opinion of Brif- 
'lot was the true, doftrine of Hippocrates and Galen. The 
fojlowers of Denys appealed to Gaefar about the year 1 5^9 • 
they ^bought themfelves fupcrjor both in authority and ntim- 
bcr, fo that the matter was brought before Charles V* They 
were not contencfed to call the doctrine of their adverfaries 
f^Ue; they faid moreover, that it was impious, mortid, and 
as pernicious to the body as Luth^pr's fchifm to the foul. Th^ 
did not only blacken their adverfaries reputation by private 
arts, but ^Ifo openly accufed them of ignorance and raflineb, 
of attempts on religion, and of being downright Lutherans 
in phyfick. It felfout unluckily fbr them, that Charles III. 
.duke pf Savoy, happened to, die of a^leurify, after he had 
,l?een bled according to the prafiic*, which Bri^t opposed. 
Pad i^ m% been fcir this the cmpc^or-^ it's Aought, would 
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h^c granted every thing, that Briflbt's adverfarics dcfired of 
bim; but this accident caufed bim to leave the thing unde« 
cided* Two things occur in this relation, which all wife 
ntta mufl needs condemn ; namely, the bafe, th& difinge- 
nuouss the unphilofophic cuftom of interefting religion in 
difputes about fcience, and the folly and abfurcHty of magif'* 
trates to be concerned in fuch difputes, A magiftrate is for 
the mod part a very incompetentjudge of fuch matters ; and^ 
as he knows nothing of then:i, fo he ought to imitate Gallio 
in this at leaft, that is, not to care for them ; but to leavp 
thofe whofe bufinefs it is, tp fight it out among themfelves. 
Beild^s, ai^ofity has nothing to do with philofophy and the 
fciences; itfhould be kept at a great diflance from them, for 
the ian^ reafon that armed forces are removed from a bo- 
rough at the time of a general afSze ; namely, that reafoA 
and equity tasiy have their full play. 

BRITANNICUS, (John) an Italian critick and gram- 
marian, w^ born at Palazzolo near Brefcia, about the mid<» 
die of thf fifteenth centuiV. He publifhed notes on fome 
cUffical authors, on Peruu5, Terence, Statius, Ovid, and 
Juvenal} fome ru^es of grammar; fevcr^l little tra<Ss and 
letters i and a panegyrick upon Bartholomew Cajetan, k 
brave andHearaed man. He taught with great application 
in Breffia ; 3nd died in that city in the year 1510. Wheh 
he dedicated his commentary on Juvenal to the fenate and 
city of Brefcia, he gave a reafon for it ; which was, that the 
commentaries he had already dedicated to them, had pro- 
cured bim a conilderable prefent. Was not this, fajrs Mr, 
Bayle, afking for another ? why, if we will be candid, per* 
haps not. Thefe are Britannicus's words, tranflated froni 
the L^tin : <^ But what made me think it right, moft noble 
** fathers, to dedicate my lucubrations to you, was this ; 
** that I remember fome years ago, when I publifhed com^ 
** mentaries on theAchiileid of Statius and the Satires of 
** Perfius, and dedicated the latter to you, you were fo pl^af^ 
^' ed with them, that I had not only great commendation 
" and thanks from you, but a very handfome prefent was 
•* alfo decreed me by a publick aft of the fenate." So far 
Mr. Bayle has quoted i and from this one fhould be ready t6 
afk the queflion he has aflced. But if we only add the fen- 
fence that immediately follows, we fhall perhaps be of opinion, 
that it was not fo much to fqueeze out another prefent, as 
gratefully to acknowledge the laft^ which induced Britan- ' 
B b 4 nicus, 
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nicus, however indelicately and unartfully, to mention it. 
^ By which fingle aft oT gencrofity you have fo eternally 
^^ obliged me, that whatever I may hereafter perform in this 
, *^ way» I {ball think it my duty to dedicate and devote it 
' •* folely for you." Britannicus took his name from his an- 
cefiors being of Great Britain, which gives him a particular 
right to a place in this work, 

BROCARDUS, (Jame3} an honeft madman and vi- 
fionary of Venice, was born in the beginning of the fixteenth 
century. He embraced the proteftant religion, and expref- 
fed a |reat zeal againft popery. He publifhed feveral bookt 
in Holland, wherein he maintained^ that the particular events 
of the fixteenth centurv had been foretold by the prophets, 
y^fter he had appliea fcripture, as his fancy direded, to 
things that had already happened, he took the liberty to ap* 
ply it to future events i and, by virtue of fuch and fuch 
paflages, he foretold, that fuch and fuch a thing would hap* 
pen to the prince of Orange, Philip IL queen Elizabeth of 
England, the emperor, &c. Brocardus fucceeded fo far, as 
to delude a French gentfeman of noble extradion and a pro* 
teftant, into a perfuafion, that a proteftant prince would 
quickly overthrow the pope's kingdom^ and make himfelf 
the head of all the united chriftlana. S^gur Pordaillan was 
the name of this gentleman. He was a faithful fervant to 
the king of Navarre, afterwards Harry IV. and thought 
heaven defigned his matter for the glorious enterprize, which 
Brocardus had foretold. Big with thefe hopes, hepropofed 
to him to fend ^n embafly to the proteftant princes, offering 
to be his embaflador; and, there being nothing in his pro- 
pofal but what fuited with the neceffities of the time, it was 
approved of) and he was adually deputed to thofe princes 
in the year 1583. It was afterwards known, upon what mo- 
tive he undertook the embaflies ; and wc may be fare, there 
were not wanting enough to ridicule him. 

The catholick writers have abufed Brocardus as an im- 
poftor, and a promoter of wars and infurreSiont : but though 
he might have been the caufe of difturbances, as fuch men 
often are, he does not appv^ar to have been a knavifli impoftor. 
He feems to have been finctre, and to have believed what 
he taught. He retired to Nuremberg at the latter end of his 
life, . vhere he met with perfons who were very kind and 
charitable to him. " I hear, (fays Bongars in a letter to 
** Camerarius) that your republick has kindly . received the 
J' good old man J. BrQcard, who in his youth appeared among 
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«^ tlic moft polite and learne^J men." This letter is dated Bongars't 
February 3, 1591. He exprefles the fame affedlion for Bro- Letters, v. 
card in another dated July 24, 1593. " ^^^ "^^S^'^'X lii*' Y^c 
<« pleafed with the great afFedion you exprcfs for Brocard. *^' 
*< He certainly deferves that fomc perfons of fuch probity as 
•« yours is fhould take care of him. As for me I am hardly 
<^ in k capacity to oblige him. I leave no ftone unturned to 
** procure him the payment of 300 gold crowns, which Mr. 
** Segur left him by his will/' In another of November 16, ibid* VcL 
1 594 : ** I cannot but even thank you for your kind and ge- ^^- P* S®*- 
•* riefous treatment of the poor, but good old Brocard,** He >t« P- 33S* 
died foon after ; but we do not find exadly when. 

Among the works he publiflied, which were moft of them 
printed at Segur's expence, were his Commentary on the 
revelations of St. John, and his Myftical and prophetical ex-> 
plication of Leviticus. Thefe both came out at Leyden in 
the year 1580; as did fome other things not worth mention* 
ing, the fame year. The fynods of the United Provinces 
Tvere afraid, not without reafon, that people would think they 
approved the extravagant notions advanced in them, if they 
^were wholly filent about them ; and therefore the national 
lynod of Middleburg condemned, in the year 1581, that 
method of explaining the fcripture ; enjoining the divinity- 
profeflbr at Leyden to fpeak to Brocard about his vifions. 
It has been faid, that Brocard, not being able to anfwer the 
obje£lions raifed againft his fyftem, promifed to leave ofF 
meddling with prophefies. It may be fo : but he was a very 
good kind of man indeed, if it was j fince religionifts of his 
turn and chara£ter, whatever good qualities they may havet 
^re fcldom known to own themfelves in an error. 

BRODEAU, (John) in Ladn Brodaeus, a great critfck, 
on whom Lipfius, Scaliger, Grotius, and ail the learned 
have beftowed high encomiums, was defcended from a noble 
family in France, and born at Tours in the year 1500. HeBiount^ 
vras liberally educated, and placed under Alciat to ftudy *l^c ^^^^^j--. 
civil law ; but foon forfaking that, he gave himfelf up wholly . 

to languages and the belles lettres. Hfe travelled into Itaiy^ 
Inhere he became acquainted with Sadolet, Bembus, and 
other famous wits : and ^^ here he applied himfelf to the ftudy 
of philofophyi mathematicks, and the facred languages, in 
ivhich he made no fmall proficiency. Then returning to 
bis own country, he, led a retired, but not an idle, life ; as 
his many learned lucubrations abundantly teftify. He was 
n mm free from all ambitioa and vain gIory> and fuffered 
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his works lo be-publiOied rather under the hn&ian and au« 
thority pf others, than imder bis own : a fingular example 
of modefty in this age, \^h^n men feek gbry not only from 
riches and honours, but even from letters; and that too 
adhTnn *"' ^*^^ * vaoity wW^h difgraccth them/' Thefc are Thi^anus's 
1563.* words: what would Xhu^mus have faid, if he had lived ia 
tbefe tiiaes, where h^ might have feen mien, not only feeking 
g4ory from letters, and in the vaineft and mod pftentattous 
manner, but writing anonymous pamphlets in pralfeof them-, 
feives, and for the lake of faying fu<;h things as even datn 
ter^rs would deferve to be whipped for ? Eroda^us died, a 
batchelor, in the year 1563, and left behind him fome pub- 
Upk^i fome unpubliihed, notes and cooffwotmes upon va- 
rious authors of antiquity \ upon Epigrammatica Graeca, 
Oppii Cunegeticon. Q^ Calabri Paralipomenon Homeri, 
vpon Coluthus de Helenas raptu^ EuripideS) Dioicorides, 
ice. 

BROKE, (Sir Robert) or Brook, fon of Thomas 
Brooke of Claverly, in Shropihire, was born, fays Wood, 
at Claverly, and educated at Oxford. From thence he re- 
moved to the Middle Temple, and became one of the moil 
emii^nt lawyers of his time. In the year 1552, he was cal- 
led to be ferjeant at law j and, in the year I5S3> being the 
£rft year of queen Mary, he was made lord chief juflice of 
the common pleas, about which time be was knighted. He 
was not on)y efteemed a great man in his profeffion, but had 
likewife a good character for integrity and juftice both at the 
bar and ()ench» He w^ote^ iirft. An Ahridgment, con- 
taining an abftraS of the year-books till the time of qi^een 
Mary. Secondly, Certain Cafes adjudged in the time of 
flenry VIII. Edward VI. and queen Mary, from the foth 
pf Henry VIIL to the fourth of queen Mary. Thirdly, 
Reading on the ftatute of limitations made 3?d Henry VIIL 
c. 2. Sir Robert died a judge 1558, and in his will remem* 
bercd the church and poor of Putney, near London. Tl^re 
was another Robert Brooke, ferjeant at law, and recorder 
of London, under whofe name there is publifiied a Reading 
upon the fiatute of M^gna Charta, chap. i6. Atben. 
Oxon* 

BROSSIER, (Martha) a very remarkable woman, 
who pretended to be poflcffed by the devil, and had like to 
have occafioned great djforders in France, towards the latter 
end of the fifteenth century. The French hiilorians have 

given 
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given an accoui^ of her ; and Thuanus has heen very, parti- 
cular. Her father was a weaver at Rooiorancin ; but, as 
Martha had the art of making a thoufand diftortions, he / 
found it more convenient and profitable to ramble about with 
her, than to ftay at home and mind his trade. Going from 
town to town therefore, and fhewing his daughter Martha, 
as a woman poilefled by the devil, and needing the exorcifm 
of the church, a prodigious multitude of people reforted to. 
him. The cheat was found out at Orleans ; and for that 
reafon, in the year 1598, all the priefts of the diocefe were 
forbid to proceed to ^corcifms, on pain of excommunication. 
Nor was the bifliop of Angers more eafy to be impofed upon, 
but quickly deteded the cheat : for, having invited Mar- 
tha to dinner, he caufed fome holy water to be -brought her 
inflead of common water, and comn^on water inftead of 
holy water. ' Martha was catched : £he was not at all affec- 
ted when ihe drank the holy water, but made a graat many 
diflortions, when the common water was prefented to her. 
Upon this the prelate called for the book of Exorc'ifms, and 
read the beginning of the iEneid. Martha was catched 
s^ain: for, iuppofing thofe Latin verfes of Virgil to be the 
beginning of the exorcifm, {he put herfelf into violent pof- 
tures, as if flie had been tormented by the devil. The bifhop, 
convinced that 0ie was an impoftor, only reproved her father 
in private, and adv.fed him to go back to Romorantin with 
his daughter. The knave did not care to do that ; on the 
contrary, he carried her to Paris, as a more proper theatre 
for her to aS on, where he hoped to be fupported by credu- 
lous and ill-affe£ied people, and by thofe whom the edi£l of 
Nantz had lately exafperated againft the king. He pitched 
upon St. Genevieve's church to aS his farce in j and it Suc- 
ceeded mightily. The capuchins, who immediately took 
up the bufinefs, loft no time ; but quickly exorcifed the 
wicked fpirit of Martha without any previous enquiry, 
though it is ordered by the church. The poftures ihe made, 
while the exorcifts performed their funflion, eafily perfuaded 
the common people that ihe was a real demoniac; and the 
thing was quickly noifed all over the town. The bifhop, 
willing to proceed orderly in the matter* appointed five of the 
moA famous phyiicians in Paris to examine into it : who una- 
nimouily reported, *' that the devil had no hand in the maj- 
*^ ter, but that there was a great deal of impofture, and fome 
'* diflemperin it." thuanus, as 

Two days after two of thofe phyiicians feemed to waver ; ^^ovq. 
*lld, before they wfwered the biibop, dcfircd the three others 
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might be Tent for, and time granted them till the next day: 
On the ift of April 1 599, the thing was to be tried ; when 
Cither Seraphin on the one fide renewed his exorcifms, and 
Martha on the other her convulfions. She rolled her eycs^ 
lolled out ber tongue, quaked all over her body^ and when 
the father came to thefe words, Et homo faflus eft, ** and 
** was made man,^ fhe fell down» and tofled herfelf about 
from the altar to the door of the chapel. Upon this, the 
exorcift cried out. That if any one perfifted ftill in his incre- 
dulity, he needed only to fight that devil, and try to con- 
quer him, if bed urft venture his life. Marefcot, one of the 
five phvficians, anfwered that he accepted the challenge ; and 
immediately took Martha by the throat, and bid her ftop. 
She oDeyed, and alledged for an excufe, that the evil fpirit 
had left her, which father Seraphin confirmed : but Maref- 
cot infifted, that he had frighted the devil away. People 
remained divided in their opinions of this woman; and, 
though thefe and other notorious proofs of impofture were 
produced, yet many believed her to be an a£lual demoniac. 
At length, there being reafon to fear that fopie anfwers might 
be fuggefted to her, which might raife a fedition under prcf^ 
fence of the edift granted to the proteftants, Henry IV. was 
advifed not to neglefl the matter. He enjoined the parlia- 
ment of Paris to ufc their authority ; upon which the parlia- 
ment orderecl her to be confined. She was fo for forty days ; 
^ during which time they {hewed her to the beft phyficians, 
who ^rted, that there was nothing fupernatural in her cafe. 
In the mean time the preachers gave themfelves a prodigious 
liberty j crying out, that the privileges of the church were 
incroached upon, and that fuch proceedings were fuggefted 
by the hercticks. They were filenced however after much 
ado; and, on the 24th of May 1599, James Broffier was 
ordered to be carried with his daughter Martha to Romoran^ 
tin, and forbid to let her go abroad, without leave from the 
judge, on pain of corporal punifiiment. Notwithftanding 
that prohibition, the father and his daughter went, and under 
the fandion and protection of Alexander dela Rochefoucaud, 
abbot of St. Martins, into Auverne, and then to Avignon. 
The parliament of Paris fummoned the abbot twice, and or- 
dered at lafi that the revenues of his benefices ftiould be fetzed 
fbr contempt of the court : neverthelefs this crew proceeded 
in their journey, and went to Rome ; thinking, fays Thuanus, 
that Martha would a6^ her part much better on that great 
ftage, and find more credulous people in that place, which 
is the fountain of belief. The bifhop of Clermont^ brother 

to 
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to the abbot, and afterwards a cardinal, was to much fuf-* 
peded of having fuggefted this foolifh defign to bis brother, 
that he was likewife deprived of hi^ eccleiiaftical revenues. 
Henry IV. well informed of what was going forward, coun- 
termined them at Rome ; fo that the pope, who was fore- 
warned, did nothing contrary to the fentence given by the 
parliament of Paris againftthat pretended demoniac. Not^j^^j^ij^g 
long after the abbot fell fick, and died, it is faid, of grief, aad Mez«. 
For having undertaken fo long a journey to make hinfifelf "y> Abrcj. 
defpifed : and Martha and her father, being forfaken by every S^an^f ' 
body, took fan£luary in the hofpitals. 1599. ' 

Mr. fiayle, after he had run over the principal circum- 
fiances of this affair, makes the following remarkable ob- 
fervatjon : " When I think, fays he, that the wretched v , 
•* daughter of a weaver, carried from town to town like a 
•* bear, and at laft engroffed by two or three monks, who 
** pretended fhe was a demoniac, made Henry IV. the 
** parliament of Paris, and all honeft Frenchmen, very un- 
** eafy; when I think that fuch a creature gave occafion to 
^^ fear that a large kingdom would fall again'in to a combuftion, 
^* which was but juft quenched ; when I think that, upon 
«* the news, of her going to Rome, the agents of the rrench 
*^ court were directed to omit nothing with the pope, in 
*' order to wardofF that blow: I fay, when I confider all 
*< thefe things, I cannot but pity the fate of fovereigns, and 
** their Unavoidable dependance upon the clergy. Whether 
•' they be devout or not, they will always be obliged to have 
*' a regard for them, and to fear them. They area true 
** Imperium in imperio. It is true, the kingdom of Jefus 
** Chrift is not of this world ; he fays fo himfelf : but thofe 
*' who pretend to reprefent Kim are frequently matters of 
** the kings of the earth, and will give or take away crowns ;*' Bayltf't 
as it is notorious that the pppe and his agents have often Dia. 
done. ^r^'^' 
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BROUGHTON (Hugh) an Englifli divine, who died 
in the year 1612, was very learned, and publiibed a great 
number of books. He was fo laborious, that, tinlefs he was 
hindered by fome particular bufinefs, he ftudied twelve, or 
fourteen, or flxteen hours a day. His << Commentaries on 
*< the Apocalypfe and the prophet Daniel," are very poor ; 
. and if we may believe the Scaligerana, he is a very furious 
and abudve writer. He was extraordinarily attached to the 
difcipline of the church of England, and rigoroufly condemn- 
ed that of the prelbyterians. The oration he addrefles to 

the 
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the inlHiMtants of Qeneva fliews k in a veiy lively manner. 
It was primed m Greek at Mentz, in die year r6oi, uo^r 
•this title, when tranflated into £qgli(b : ** An Oradon to 
^< the inhabitants of Geneva, concerning the fignification of 
*• the exprcffion of defcending into Hell/* He aimed parti- 
cularly at Theodore Beza, whom he reproached elfewhere 
for continually altering, in every edition, his notes on the 
New Tcftament. He wrote him very rough letters, and com- 
municated copies of them to the jefuit Serrarius, with foil 
permrfEon to publish them : for though ho would have thought 
it finful to have held any fellowQiip with Prefbyterians, yet 
he was fomewhat thore moderate in regard to Roman catho- 
licks. 

BROUNCKER, (William) Vifcount Brouncker, of 
Caftle Lyons, in the kingdom of Ireland, was grandfon of 
Sir Henry Brouncker, lord prefident of Munfter in that 
kingdom, by Anne his wife, fitter of Henry lord Morley ; 
and was (on of Sir William Brouncker, by Winifred, daugh- 
ter of Daniel Leigh, efq; of Newenham, in WarwicWhire ; 
which Sir William had been commiilary-general of the muf- 
fers in the expedition againft the Scots in ^639, and after- 
wards of the privy chamber to king Charles L and vice- 
chamberlain to Charles prince of Wales, and was advanced 
to the rank of a vifcount in Ireland, under the title of Vif* 
count Brouncker of Cattle Lyons, Sept. 12, 1645, but did 
not Ibng enjoy that honour, dying at Wadham college in 
Oxford, about the middle of November following, and was 
interred on the 20th of the (aid month, in the cathedral of 
Chrift church, in that univerfity, where a monument is 
erefled to him (a). 

His eldeft fon, the fubje£l of the prefent article, was born 
about the year 1620(B), and having received an excellent 
education, difcovered an early genius for mathematicks, in 
which he afterwards became very eminent. He was created 
doftorof phyfick at Oxford June 23, 1646 fc). In the 
years 1657 and 165 J', he was engaged in a correfpondence 
of letters on mathematical fubjeds with Dr. John Wallis, who 
publifbed them in hia Commercium Epiftolicum, printed in 
1658, at Oxford, in 4to. His own as well as his father's 
loyalty to the royal family having been conftant and fleady, 
he with others of the nobility and gentry, who had adhered 
to king Charles I. in and about London, figned the remark^ 
able declaration publifhed in April 1660 (d). 

' (a). Wood's Fafti, Oxonienr. V. (c) Id. col. 56. 

II. col. 25. (d) Kennct'S Regift. and Cfaroo* 

(b) Wood fays, he was about 25 p. no, Hi., 
years old at his father's death* 

5 Afcer 
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After the refiofation, he was made chancelloi^to the queeh 
confoit, and one of the commiflioners of the navyr He 
was one of thofe great men who firft formed the Royal So- 
ciety, and, by the charter of July 15, 16^62, and that of 
April 22, i66j, was appointed the firlt prefident of it, which 
•office he held with great advantage to the fodety, and ho- 
nour to him felf, till the anniveffary eIe£lionj November 3 <5, 
1677. Befides the offi<;es mentioned*«lready he was mafter 
of St. Katherine's near the Tower of London, his r?ghc 
to which poft, after a long conteft between him and Sir Ro- 
bert Atkyns, one of the judges (e), was determined in his 
fa:rour, in November 160 1. He died at his houfe in St. 
James's ftreet, Wcftminfter, April 5, 1684, at theage of 
'fixty-four, and was interred on the 14th of that month, in. 
the middle of the choir of the church of St. Katherine's, and 
wasfucceededin his honour by his younger brother Harry, 
who died in January 1687 (f). 

He publilhed fome paper's in the Philofophical Tranfaftions, 
of which the chief is bis Series for the quadrature of the Hy- 
perbola, which was the firft feries of the kind upon that fubjeft* \ 

(i) See an clogium of this judge (f) Irifli Peerage under his arti- 
upon a monument ereded to feveral cle ; and Birch*s Hill, of the R. S. 
of the family in Weftminfter-abbey. Vol. IV. p, 338. 

BROUWER (Adriaen) an eminent painter, was born 
in the city of Hgerlem, in the year 1608; and, befides his 
great obligations to nature, was very much beholden to Frans 
Hals, who took him from begging in the ftreets, and in- 
ftrufted him in the rudiments of painting. To make him 
ameiids for his kindnefs, Brouwer, when he found himfelf 
fufRciently qualified to get a livelihood, ran away from his 
ftiafter into France, and after a fliort flay there returned, and 
fettled at Antwerp. Humour was his pro{)er fphere; and it 
was in little pieces, that he u fed to reprefent his pot compa- 
nions drinking, fmoaking tobacco, gaming, fighting, &c. 
He did this with a pencil fo tender and free, fo much of na- 
ture in his expreflion, fuch excellent drawing in all the par- 
ticular parts, and good keeping in the whole together, that 
none of his countrymen have ever been comparable to him 
upon that fubjedt. He was extremely facetious and pleafaht 
over his cups, fcorned to work as long as he had any money 
in his pocket, declared for a (liort life and a merry one ; and 
refolving to ride poft to his grave by the help of wine and 
brandy, he got to his journey's end in the year 1638, only , 
thirty years old. H« di«d fo very poor, that contributions 

were 



3«4 BROWN. 

were nufed to lay him privately in the ground ; frbm Whence 
be was foon after taken up, and, as it is commonly faid, very 
handfomely interred by Rubens, who Wsls a great admirer w 
bis happy genius for painting. 

BROWN (Egbert) a famous fchifmatick, from whom 
the fed of the Browntfts derived its name, was. (on of Ao- 
thony Brown, of Tidthorpe in Rutlandfhire, Efifj ftudied 
divinity at Cambridge, and was afterwards a fchoolitiafter in 
Southwark. Brown fell at (irft intb Cartwright's opinions ; 
but, refolving to refine upon them, he began about the year 
1580, to inveigh openly againft the difcipline and ceremo- 
nies of the church of England, as antichriftian and fuperfti- 
dous. He made his firft eflay upon the Dutch congregation 
at Norwich, many of whom were inclined to anabaptifm, 
and having raifed himfelf a charaAer for zeal and fandity, 
his own countrymen began to follow him ; upon which he 
called in the affiftance of one Riclt&rd Harrifon, a cc^ntiy 
Ichoolmafter. Brown, and this man, foon worked up their 
audience to feparate entirely from the church of England, 
and to form a fociety among themfelves. Brown was con- 
vened before Dr. Freake, biflinp of Norwich, and other ec- 
clefiaftical commiffioners ; and having not only maintained 
his fchifm, but alfo mifbehaved to the court, was committed 
to the cuftody of the IherifF of Norwich j but the lord trca- 
♦ furer Burleigh, to whom he was nearly related, forefeeing, 
that this treatment would rather ferve to propagate, than fti- 
fle, his erroneous notions, wrote a letter to the blQiopof 
Norwich, which procured his enlargement. After this, his 
Iord(hip recommended his relation to archbifliop Whitgift for 
his inftru£lion and counfel ; but Brown, who looked upon 
himfelf as infpired by the fpirit of God, and judged the arch^ 
bi(hop's counfels to be fuperfluous and his pradice antichrifliaDt 
foon left London, and fettled at Middleburgh in Zealand, 
where he and his followers obtained leave of the ftates, to 
form a church according to their own model. They equally 
condemned epifcopacy and prefbytery as to the jurifdiftion 
.of confiftories, clafles, and fynods ; and would not join >^th 
any other reformed church, becaufe they were not fuflSciently 
aflured of the fanflity and probity of its members, holding 
it an impiety to communicate with finners. Their form of 
church-government was democratical. Such as defii-ed to be 
members of a church made a confeiEon of their faith, and 
£gned a covenant obliging themfelves to walk together in the 
order of the gofpcK The whole power of admitting and 
3 ^' 
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fxcluding fnembers, with the decifion of all contioverfieSt 
was lo(Jgcd in the brotherhood. Their church officers for 
preaching the word, and taking pare of the poor, were cho- 
fen from among themfelves, and feparated to their feveral 6f« 
fices by falling, prayer, and impofition of handa of fome of 
the brethren. They did not allow the pricfthood to any di- 
ftind order, or to give any, indelible chara^er; but as the 
vote of 4ic brotherhood made a maa a minifter, and gave 
authority to preach the word and adminifter the facramenit 
amongft them ; fo the fame power could difcharge him froii| 
his office, and reduce him to a meer layman again. As they 
maintained the bounds of a church to be no greater than 
what would contain as many as could meet together in one 
place, and join in one communion, fo the power of their 
officers was prefcribcd within the fame limits. The minif- 
ter or paftor of a churcb could not adminifter the facrament 
to, nor baptize the children of any lut thofe of his own fo- 
cicty. A lay brother «ras allowed the liberty of giving a 
word of exhortation to the people ; and it was ufual for fome 
of them, after fermon, to a(k q^eftions, and rea.on upon the 
dodrines that had been preached. 

Brown appears to have been in England in 1585, for in 
that year he was cited to appear before archbifliop Whitgift, 
to anfwer to certain teiiets contained in a book by him pub- 
lilhcd ; and being brought by thi» prelate's reafoning to a 
tolerable compliance with the church of England, the lord 
treafurer Burghley fcnt him to his father in the country, with 
a letter recommending him to his favour and countenance. 
Brown's errors had taken too deep root in him to be eafily 
eradicated, he foon relapfed into his former gpinions, and 
his good old father refolving to own him for his fon no lon- 
ger than his fon owned the church of England for his mo- 
ther, difcharged him his family. After wandering up and 
down for ibme time, and enduring great hardfliips, Brown 
at length went to live at Northampton j but whilft he was 
induftrioufly labouring" to promote his fc6t, Lindfell, bifcop 
of Peterborough, fcnt him a citation to come before him, which 
Brown not obeying he was excommunicated for his contempt, ^^^^j , « 
Th(B foleinnity of this cenfure afFcfted him fo deeply, that he clefiafti^i** 
made his fubmiifipn, and receiving abfolution was admitted Hift.Vial.lI, 
into the comipunion of the church about the year 1590,^* ^*^' 
and foon after preferred to a rcftory in Northamptonfhire. 
Fuller is of opinion, that Brown never formally recanted hig 
opinion, with regard to the main points of his dodrine; but 
that his promife of a general compliance, with the church of - 
Vol, II. C c Eng- 
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England, improved by the countenance of his patron and 
kinfman, the earl of Exeter, p;-evai:ed upon the archbifliop, 
and procured this extraordinary favour for him. He adds, 
that Brown allowed a falarjr for one to difcharge his cure, and 
though he oppofed his pariftiioners in judgment, v^' agreed 
in taking their tythes. Brown was a man of good parts and 
fome learning, but Was of a nature imperious and uncontroul- 
able, fo far from the febbatarian ftri6tnefs, afterwards ef- 
poufed by fome of his followers, that he rather feemed a li- 
bertine therein. In a word, fays Fuller, he had a wife with 
whom he never lived, and a church in which he never preach- 
ed, though he received the profits thereof: and, as all the 
other fcenes of his life were ftormy and turbulent, fo was his 
end; for the conftable of his parilh, requiring fomewhat 
roughly the payment of certain rates, his paflion moved him 
to blows, of which the conftable complained to juftice St. 
John, who was inclined rather to pity than punifti him ; but 
Brown behaved with fo much infoTence, that he W4S fent to 
Northampton-gaol, on a feather bed in a cart, being vctj 
infirm, and aged above eighty year^j where he foon after 
iickened- and died,, anno 1630, after boafting that he had 
been committed to thirty-two prifons, in fome of which he 
could not fee his hand at noon day. 

The chief of Brown's works is a fmall thin quarto, print- 
ed at Middleburgh in 1582, containing three piece?. The 
title of the firft is, A treatife of reformation without tarrybg 
for any, and of the wickednefs of thofe preachers who will 
not reform themfelves and their charge, becaufe they will 
tarry till the magiftrate command and compel them. By me, 
Robert Brown. The fecond piece is, A treatife upon the 23d 
chapter of St. Matthew, both for an order of ftudying and 
handling the fcriptures, and alfo for avoiding the popiflh dif- 
orders, and ungodly communion of all falfe chriftians, and 
cfpeclally of wicked preachers and hirelings. The title of 
the third piece is, A book which {heweth the life and man- 
ners of all true chriftians, and how unlike they are unto Turki 
and papifts, and heathen folk. Alfo the points and parts d 
all divinity, that is, of the revealed will and wcnd of God, 
are declared by their feveral definitions and divifions. 

BROWNE (George) archbi(h®p of Dublin, and tk 
firft prelate who embraced the reformation in Ireland, wa( 
originally an Auftin friar of London, and received his aa 
demical education in the houfe of his order, near Halywd 
in Oxford. He afterwards became provincial of the Auft 
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•iMonlfs^n £i^lan(i, s^ having taken the degree of do£lor 
in diVfinity in feme fpr^gn juniverfity, was admitted. to the 
fame degree at Oxford, in 1534, and alfo at Cambridge. 
Aftei: t^lidiiig fonue ofXuther's writings, he began to incul- 
cate intok the people, that they ought ta make their applica- 
tions folely to Chrift, ^d.not to the virgin Mary, or the 
faints. This recommended him to king Henry the Vllltb, 
who prompted him in March 1534-5 to the archbiflioprick 
of Dublin; and a few months after his arrival in Ireland, 
Henry fignifted to Jiim by the lord privy-feal, that, having 
renouiKred the papal fu^remacy in England, it was his plea- 
fure, that his fubje^ts of Ireland (hould obey his commands 
in that ri^fpe^ as in England ; and nominated him one of the 
commjffioners for the execution thereof. The difficulties at« 
tending thi$ commiffion appear from the following letter which 
the archbifliop fent to lord Cromwell, dated Nov. 28th, 1 535. 

* My m^ftj honoured lord, 

' YoujE humble fervant receiving your mandate, as one'of 

< his, highpefs's conuni^oners, has endeavoured, almoft to 
' tbi^dfwagejf ^d hazard. of this temporal life, to procure the 

< nobility «#)d< gentry of this nation to due obedience, in 

< ovvniQg of his highaefs, their fupreme head, as well fpiritlial 
'as temporal,, and do find much oppugning therein, efpeci« 
V.ally by my brother of Armagh, who has been the main op- 

* (tttgnerj^and fo has withdrawn moft of his fuffragans ini 
' clergy within his . fee and jurifd dlion. He made a fpe6ch 

* ito^them, laying a curie on the people whofoever (hould own 
' his higlinefs's fupremacy ; faying, that ifle, as it is in their 

* Iri(b chronicles, Infula facra, belongs to none but to the 

* biihop of Rome, and that it was the biihop of Rome's 

* predeceffors gave it, to the king's anceilors. There be two 

* meffeijgers by the priefts of Armagh, and by that archbi- 

* (hop, Qow lately feht to the bi(hop of Rome. Your lord- 
^ (hip may inform his hi^ hnefs, that it is convenient to call 

< a parliament in this nation to pafs the fupremacy by 2l6\ | 

< for they do not much matter his highnefs's commiffion which 
^ your lord(hip fent us over. This ifland has been for a Iot)g 

* time held in ignorance by the Romi(h orders ; and as' for 

* their fecular orders, they be in a manner as ignorant as' the 

* p^ple, toeing not able to fay mafs^ or pronounce the words, 

* they «ot knowing what they themfelvcs fay in the Roman 

* tOQgue : 1 he common people of this ifle are more xcalous 
^.ia.tbeir blittdneisy thaA the iaints and martyrs were in the 

. C c a • truth 
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^ truth at the bediming of the gofpel. X feod to 700, any 
' very good lord, thefe things, that your lordibip, apd his 
' highnefs, may confult what is to be done. It is feared 

* O-Neal will be ordered by the biihop of Rome to oppofe 

* your lord(hip's order from the king's highneis ; for the na- 

* tives are much in numbers within his power. I do pray 
' the Lord Chrift to defend you from your enei^ies.' 

In the parliament which met at Dublin, May i, 1536, 
when the bill for eftabli&ing the king's fupremacy over the 
church of Ireland was depending, our prelate made the fol« 
lowing fpeech : ^ My lords and genfry of this hb ma^^efty's 

* realm of Ireland, behold your obedience to vour king is the 

< obferving of your God and Saviour Chriit ; for he, diat 

< high-prieft of our fouls, paid tribute to Caefar (tbou^ no 

< chriftian.) Greater honour then furelv is due to your 
^ prince, his highneis the king, and a chriftian one. Rome, 

< and her biihops, in the fathers days, acknowledged empe- 

* rors, kings, and princes to be fupream over their dominl* 

< onsy nay, Chrift's own vicars. And it is as much to the 

< bifliop of Rome's (hame, to deny what their precedent bl- 

* ihops owned. Therefore his highneis claims but what be 

* canjuftif^ the bi(hop Eleutherius gave to St. Lucius, the 
^ firft chriftian king of the Brttains ; fo that I ihaU» with- 

* out fcruple, vote his highncfs king Henry my fupceme, 

* over ecdefiaftick mitters as well as temporal, and head 

* thereof, even of both ifles England and Ireland, and that 

* without guilt of confcience, or fin to God, and be who 
^ will not pais this a£t as I do, is no true fubjeA to his high- 
< neb.' This fpeech i^d fuch an efFed, that the afi paibd, 
though with great difficulty, and the execution of it met with 
many obftacles, of which the archbiftiop gave the lord Crom- 
well the following account. 

* Right honourable and my Angular good lord, 

' I acknowledi^e my bounden duty to your lordftiip's eood* 

* will to me, next to my Saviour Chrift's, for the place 1 no^ 

* poiTefs ; I pray God give me his grace to execute the farw 

* to his glory, and his highnefs's honour, with your lordftup's 
^ tnftru6tions. The people of this nation be zealous* yet 

* bliiiJ and unknowing ; moft of the clergy, as your lord- 
^ ftiiphas had from me before, being ignorant, and notable 

* t9 fpeaic right words in the mafs or liturgy, as being not 

* flclled in the Latin grammar; fo that a bird maybe Ui^ht 
« to fpeak with 9s much fenfe, as ieveral of them doini*^ 
< country. Thciie forts, though not fcholars, yet are crafif 
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< to cozen the poor common people, and to diflusde them 

* from following his highnefs's orders : George, my broths 

< of Armagh, doth underhand occadon quarrels, and is not 

* adive to execute hh highnefs's orders in his diooefe* I 

* have obfervcd your lorduiip's letter of commi$on« ind 

* do find feveral of my pupils leave me for fo doing. I will 

< not put others in their livings till I know your lordfhip's 

* pleafure ; for it is meet I acquaint you firft, the Romifli r«* 

* licks and images of both my cathedrals in Dublin, of the 

* Holy Trinity and of St. Patricks, took off the common 

* people from the true worfliip, but the prior and the dean 

* find them fo fwcet for their gain, that they heed not my 
^ words : therefore fend in your lordfliip's next to me an or* 

* der more full, and a chiae to them and their canons, that 

* they might be removed. Let the order be, that the chief 

* governors may a6Sft me in it The prior and dean have 

* written to Rome, to be encouraged ; and if it be not hin- 
^ dered before they have a mandate from the biOiop of Rome, 

* the people will be bold, and then tug long before his high- 
« ncfs can fubmit them to his grace's orders. The country 

* folk here much hate your lordifbip, and defpitefully call you 

* in their Irifh tongue, the blackfmith> fon. The duke of 

* Norfolk IS by Armagh and that clergy, defired to affift them, 

* not to fuffer his highncfs to alter church rules here in Irc- 

* land. As a friendj^ I defire your lordfliip to look to your 

* noble perfon ; for Rome hath a great kindncfs for that duke 

* (for fo it is talked here) and will reward him and his chil- 

* dren. Rome has great favours for this nation, purpofely to 

* oppofe his highneft ; and fo having got, fincc the a6t pafi^ 

* fed, ^reat indulgences for rebellion, therefore my hope is 
« loft, yet my zeal is to do according to your lordfliip's or- 
« ders. God keep your lord(hip from your enemies here and 
« in England.* Dublin the third Kalends April 1538. 

When the monafteries in England and Ireland began to 
be fupprefled, archbilhop Browne removed all fuperftitious 
reliques and images out of the two cathedrals of St. Patrick's 
and the Holy Trinity, in Dublin, and put of the other churches 
in his dioceie ; placing in their room, the Creed, the Lord's 
prayer, and the T en Commandments in gold letters. In 
1541, the king converted the priory of the Holy Trinity, 
into a cathedral church, confifling of a dean and chapter, 
and our archbifhop founded in it, three years after, the pre- 
bend^ of St. Michael's, St. John*s, and St. Michan's, from 
which time it has taken the name of Chrift-church. Sir An- 
thony St. Leger, governpr of Ireland, having, by command, 

C c J noti- 
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norlfied to all the clergy of that kingdom the order of king 
Edward VI. that they (hould ufe in all their churches, the 
littirgy he had caufed to be compiled, and publiflied in Eng- 
liik, and the bible in the vulgar tongue, it was warmly opr 
pdfed by the popifli party, but readily received by archbifliop 
Bio^ne, Upon Eafter-day following, the liturgy veas ac- 
cordingly read, for the firft time, in Chrift-church Dublin, 
in prefenceof the mayor and bayliffs of that city, and the lord* 
deputy St. Leger ; on which occafion, the archbifliop preadi- 
ed a fermon againft keeping the fcriptures in the Latin tongue, 
and the worfhip of images, which is printed at the end of 
the archbifliop's life. Dowdal, primate of Armagh, being 
on account of his violent oppofition to the king's order, de- 
prived of the title of primate of all Ireland ; it was in Oc- 
tober f^sii conferred on a. chbiihop Browne, who did not 
](Srt<*: enjoy it, being dej^ivcd, both of that dignity, and his 
archbifhoprick, in 1554, the firft of queen Mary I, under 
pretence of his being married j but, in truth, or^ account of 
his zeal in promoting the reformation. He died about the 
year ^556. 

tife,\prefix- BRiOWNE ("Sir Thomas) an eminent phyfician and ce- 
ed to the Icbrated writer, was the fon of Mr. Thomas Browne, a oaer- 
Antiquit.cf ^ant, defccnded from an ancient family at Upton in Chc- 
' fhire, and born in the parifh of St. Michael, Cheapiide, on 
the 19th of Oftobcr 1605. ^is father died whilft he was 
very young, leaving him a fortune of 6 00 1. His mother, 
y^ho inherited a tiiird of her hufband's fortune, married Sir 
Thomas Dutton, who held a poft under the government in 
Ireland ; and her fon, being thus deprived of both his parents, 
was left to the rapacity of his guardian, by which he was a 
cofrfiderable fufFerer. tie was placed for his education at 
Winchefter-fchool, and entered as a gentleman commoner of 
B^oadjgate hall, fincc ftiled Pembroke college. He was ad- 
mitted to the degree of bachelor of arts, Jan. 31, 1626-7; 
and having afterwards taken that of mafter, he turned bis 
^'j^'Y^^^'-ftudies to phyfic, and pra£tifed it for fome time in Oxford- 
, j/ ' * fliire. He quitted his fettlement in the country to accompany 
his father in law to Ireland : which country offering, at that 
time, very little worthy of the obfervation of a man of letters, 
he parted into France and Italy ; and after^ making (bme ftay 
at Montpelicr and Padua, at that time the celebrated fchools 
of medicine, in his returii home through Holland, he was 
created doctor of phyfic at Leyden. It is fuppofed that he 
arrived in London dbout the year 1634, and that the next 
* year 
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year hp wrote his celebrated piece?, called Reljgio Medi.- 
ci, (a/ ^e religion of a phyficiao. 

In i^jS he fettled at Norwich, by the perfuafion of Dr. 
Luil^^ngtc^. his tutor, who was retSfor of Barnham Weft- 
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(a) *' the Refigio Medici wai no 
fo6ner- puMifhed, fays the author 
of~ 4«l^ life, -thQn'ie excited. the au 
tention of the publick, by the no- 
velty of; paradoxes, the dignity of 
fentiment, the quick fucceilion of 
images, the n^titude of abArufe il- 
lufiofib;the ^btlety of di(<}uiiition, 
an^ the Areagth of language^ What 
is much r«ad, wiU be mvch oriticifed. 
The carLofDorfet recommended this 
book to the perufal of firKenelmDig- 
byjWhorettftn'dhiftjodgmentupon it, 
not in a ^tter but a book ; in which, 
though miilgkd with fome pofitions, 
fafakidouft jUH^.uocertain, there are a- 
cute remarks, juft cenfures, and pro- 
found ^pecfcUations $ yet its principal 
claim to fldmiration is, that \%- was 
written.- in twenty-four hoiurs, of 
which ^art was^ fpent in prociiring 
Brownest book, and part in reading 
it. Of thefe.animariyerfions, wbcB 
they werr.«ot yet all printed^ either 
ofixcioufiiefs -ormajice informed Dr. 
Browne y v^bo wtr^Ht to Sir Kenelm 
with much foftnefs and ceremony, 
dcckringr.'the gjowprthinefs of his 
wofk te'eng;age fuch notice, the in- 
tended prlvaey of the composition, 
and the corruptions of theimpreiRon; 
and rec^vedan anfwer equally gen- 
t)e and refpe^lful, containing high 
commendations , of the piece, pom- 
pous profeffions of rever^ce, meek 
acknoiwledgmenta of inability, and 
anxious apologies for the haAinefs of 
his rennarks. The reciprocal civility 
of authors is one of the mod rilibJe 
feenee in- the farce of life. Who 
would n6t have thought, that thefe 
two luminaries of their age had cea- 
fed to endeavour to grow bright by 
the obfcuration of each other : yet 
the animadverfions thus weak, thus 
precipitate, upon a book thus injur- 
ed in the traafcription, quickly pafTed 
the prefs 5 and Religio Medici was 
more accurately publifhqd, with an 
admonition prefixed, to thofe who 



have or (hall perufe the obfervations 
upon a former corrupt copy 5 in 
which ttiere is a fevcrt cenfare, not 
upon Digby, who^was to be uCe^ 
with ceremony, but upoil the obfer- 
vater who had ufurped his name : 
nor was this inve£live,written by Dr. 
Browne, who was fuppofed to be 
fatisfied with bis opponent's apology j 
but by fome cfficious friend zealous 
for his honour, without his confent. 

The fuccefs of this performance 
was fuch, as might naturally eneou* , 
rage the author to new undertakings. 
A gentleman of Cambridge, whofe 
name was Merryweathcr, turned it 
not inelegantly into Latin ; and from 
his verfion it waf again tranflated 
into Italian, German, Dutch^ and 
French 5 and at Stralburg the Latin , 
tranHation was published with large 
notes, by Lenuus Nicolous Moltfa- 
rius. Of the EnglUh annotations, 
which in all the editions from 1644, 
accompany the book, the author is un- 
known. Of Merry weather, to whofe 
zeal Browne was fo rauch indebted for 
the fudden extenfion of his renown, I 
know nothing, but that he publi(hed . 
a fmall treatife for the inftrudions of, 
young perfons in the attainment of 
the Latin ftile. He printed his tran- 
flation in Holland with fome diffi- 
culty. Theiirft printer to whom be 
offered it, carried it tp Salmafiu^ 
who laid it by (fays he)' in ftate for 
three months, and then difcouraged 
its publication : It was afterwards 
rejeded by two other printers, and 
at lad was received by Hackius. 
The peculiarities of this book raifed 
the auther, as is ufual, many admi-- 
rers and many enemies ; but we 
know not of more than one profefl*ed 
anfwcr, written under the title of 
Medicus Medicatus, by Alexander 
Rofs, which was univerfally negleA- 
cd by the world.'* Life of Sir Tho- 
mas Browne, Jby S. Johnfon, M. A. 
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gtte in the neij^hbourhood ; and in 1637, he wts incorporated 
doAor of pbyhc at Oxford. In 164 1« he married Mit. Do- 
rothy Milcham, of a good family in Norfolk 5 ** a lady of fiich 
•* admirable fymmetrtcal proportion to her worthy huflKUids 
*^ both in the graces of her body and mind, that they feemed 
<• to come together by a kind of natural magnctifm" ( b). 
Five yean after he fent abroad his Trcatife on Vulgar Er- 
rors (c). 

Wood 



(a) TMt marriige coold not bat 
draw the raillery of contemporary 
wits upon a man, who had jofi been 
wtihing in hit new book, that we 
might procreate, like trees, without 
conjun6Hon ) and had lately decUr- 
•d, that the whole world wai made 
for men, but only the twelfth part 
of men for women \ and, that man 
it the whole world, but women only 
the rib or crooked part of men. 
Whether the lady had been yet in- 
formed of thefe contemptooui pofiti- 
ons or whether (he waa pleafed with 
the conqueil of fo formidable a re- 
bel, and confidered it at a double 
triumph to attra^ fo much me- 
rit, and overcome fo powerful 
prejudice! $ or whether, like mod 
others, flie married upon mingled 
morives, between convenience and 
-inclination \ <he had, however, no 
reafon to repent ; for (he lived hap- 
pily with him one and forty years j 
and bore him ten children, of whom 
one fon and three daugliters outHvcd 

5 heir parents : (he furvived him two 
»ears, and pa(red her widowhood in 
iflenty, if not in opulence. Johnfon. 
^ (c) This work, as it arofe not 
from faney and invention, but from 
obfervation and books, and contain- 
ed not a Angle difcourfe of one con- 
tiniMd tenor, of which the latter part 
rofe from the former, but an enume- 
ration of many unconneded particu- 
lars, mud have been the colleAion 
of years, and the cffeA of a defign 
early forme<| and long purfued, to 
which his remarks had been continu- 
ally referred, and which arofe gra- 
dually to its prefent bulk by the daily 
aggregation of new partidet «f know- 



ledge. It is indeed to be wKbed d»t 
he had longer delayed the pubfice-^ 
tion, and added wtiat tbe maaiii. 
ing part of hit life might b«vc f«r- 
nUbed : the thirty-fix years whidi 
he fpent afterwards in Aody and ex- 
perience, would, donbtlef ,hive made 
large additions to an en<|oiry into 
vulgar errors. HepobliAied in 1673, 
the (ixth edition, with fome improve- 
mentt ; but I think rather with ex- 
plicationt of what he had already 
written, than any new headt of dif- 
quifition. But with the work, fucb 
at the author, whether hindered from 
continuing it by eagemefs of praife, 
or wearineft of labour, tlioQglit fit 
to give, we muft be content j and 
remember, that in all fublonary things, 
there isfomething to be wUhed» whidi 
we muft wi(h in vain. 

This book, like his former, wat 
received with great applaufe, wat 
anfvcrered by Alexander Roft, and 
tranflated into Dutch and Germaot 
and not many years ago into French. 
It might now be proper, had not the 
favour with which it was at firft re- 
ceived filled the kingdom with co- 
pies, to reprint it with nores partly 
fupplemental, and partly emendato- 
ry, to fubjoin thofe difcovenes which 
the induftry of the laft age has nnadew 
and correA thofe miftaket which the 
author has committed, not by idle- 
nefs or negligence, but for want ol. 
Boyle's and Newton*s philofophy. 

The reputation of Browne encovr- 
aged fome low writer topnbUih, un- 
der his name, a book called, Nature*t 
cabinet unlocked ; tranflated, accord- 
ing to Wood, 'from the ,phyfiekt< of 
Magtrus) of which Browne took 
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Wood informs us, that his pradice as a phyfidan wa^ 
very extdnfive, and that many patient9 reforted to him. In 
1655 he was chofen honorary £eilow of the college of phy- 
liciaas as a man virtuteet literis ornatiifimiiS)— eminently em* 
bellifhed with literature and virtue." 

In 1658, the difcovery of feme antient urns in Norfolk gave 
him occa£on to write Hydriotaphia, Urn- burial ; or» a difcourfe 
of fepulchral urns, (d) together with the garden of Cyrus^ or 
the quincunxial lozenge, or network plantation of the an* 
tients, artificially, naturally^ myftically conlidered. 

Ini67i, he received at Norwich the honour of knight- Andq.cT 
hood from Charles If. Thus he lived in high reputation till Norwich. 
in his feventy itxth year he was feized with a cholick, which^ 
after having tortured him about a week, put an end to his 
life at Norwich, on his birth-day, 0^*19, 1682. He lies 
J}uried in the church of St. Peter Mancroft, in Norwich. 

caretodearhimrdf, bymodeftlyiid- Dr. Browne left fevcnl trads in 

vertifing) tkac if any man had been his dofet, which Whitefoot fay«, h« 

benefited hy it, he wat not fo ambi- defigned for the prefii. Of thefe» 

tioos as to challenge the honour there- two eoUeAiont. have been publiOifd, 

off ar having no liand in that work, one by Dr.Tmairon, the other ia 

(d) He treats with hit vfaal learn- 17319 by a nameleft editor, 
ing on the funeral rites of the anei- * It is not on the praifes of others, 

ent nations ; e^ibits their various ' but on his own writings^ that he 

treatment of the dead ; and exa- ' is to depend for the efteem of pof< 

mbies the fubilanccs found in bia ' terity j of which he will not eafily 

Nbrfolcian urns. There is, perhaps, ' be deprived, while learning ihall 

none of his works which better ex- ' have any reverence among men : 

empKfies his reading or mcmdry. It ' for there is no fcience, in which ho 

is fcarcciy -to be imagined, how many 'docs not difcover fome (kill ; and 

partidibrs he has amaflM together, * fsarce any kind of knowledge, pro- 

in a trcattfe which feetna to have * fane or facred, abdrufe or elegant, 

been octafipnally written j and for ' which he does not appear to have 

which, therefore, no materials could ' cultivated with fuccefs.* Johni- 

have been previoudycolMcd. John- foo. 
fon, 

BROWNE (Edwaud) an eminent phyfician, fon of the 
preceding, was born about the year 1642. He was intrud- 
ed in grammar learning at the fchool of Norwich, and in . 
1665, took the degree of batchelor of phyfic at Cambridge. 
Removing afterwards to Merton-coUege, Oxford, he was . 
admitted there to the fame degree in 1666, and the next year 
was created doOor. In 1668, he vifitcd part of Germany, ( a ) ^00^, T: 

and ^' "• '^ 

(a) upon bis return $0 Bngland tour, added another volume ; primed 

. he publiihed % relation of fome part in 1677, 4to. See Phil. Tranf. No. 

^ his travels | and, after hit kwnd 5S. p. 1 159, Ko. 130, p. 767. In 

»W5, 
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and in tbe year following, made a wider exmurfion into An- 
firia, Hungary, and Tl^flaly, where Ae Twrl^ifl^ Tulcan then 
kept his court at Lari/Ei. He afterwards pafled through italy. 
Upon his return he pra£ltied phytic inLofidoa; was made 
phyfician firft to Charles 11. (b) and afterwards in 1682, to 
St. Bartholomew's hofpital. • About the fame time he joined 
his name^ to thofe of many x)tber emimot qi^>- ift a Tran- 
flation of'Plutarch's liyes (c). He was fir ft cenfor, then elefl, 
and treafurer of the college of pfayficiaos ; ofw^bich in 1705, 
he was chofen prefident, and. he]4 this;ofiic;e till his de^tb, 
which happened on the 27th of Auguft 17^85 in the ojSth 
year of his age, after a very (hocc iUoe&, at. his feat at 
rJorrhfleet,- near Greankithe in Kent Hq. was acqu^itUed 
, with Hebrew, he was 41 critic in Greek, and 90 man of his 
age wrote better Latin, . Hi^-Dutch^ Itialiap, French, &c. 
he fpoke atid wrote -with- as much ea& as hi^ (not^e^ tongue. 
Phyiic was his budnefs, and to the promotion thereof all his 
oth^r accjiitfitions' were referred. ' botany, pharmacy^ and 
cKemiftry^ he knew arid praftifcd. Kin^ Charles faid of him, 
tK;it \ be was as learned as any of the College, arid as well 

* bred as any at court.' 

16S5, he puWifhcd a new edition of Sertorluf are his. 

both volumes vrith many corrcftfons -(d) Of fcveral children 'whom he 

and improvements. ' had by his lady, ^o died before bnn» 
^ His dcih in natural hiflory made * orily ar fdn arid a daughter Airvived 

' him particularly attentive to mines theit father. '•The former. Dr. Tho- 

' and metallurgy. The account o'f masBrtyvme,' vat, atthe tinaeof his 

* the countries through which he facer's tdeceafe, ftllow of the Royal 

* bad pafTed, I have heard cortfrnfend- Society, arrid^of theX^oUege i6f -Pby' 
' ed by a learned traveller, wRo'has (icians ; an<ih4it4 in Jafy*f 710^ wit^ 

* vifited many places after hhn, afs oat idTutl TlH^ latter mafnisd Ovea 

* written with fcrupulous and" *xa€l BHgflbCtt, Of ' i^ethdeiiny in Cacr* 

* veracity, fuch as is fcarcely to bfc manhcnlmre, Bf^j Dr. '^dwanl 
» < found in any other book of the Browi^e left 'his >«(^lte of Iforthfieet, 

* fame kind.* Life of Sir Thomas of the value of 140 1. a year, in 
Browne, p. 38. cafe of failure of ifluc, by his fon 

'(b) \Jpon the duke of York's ac- and daughi^wr, to be cquaUy jlivided 

cefltoD to the crown he was left out between the College of Phyficians 

of the number of his phyficlans ; but and * St. " Ifartholortew's Hol^itiki. 

this did not diminifh his praftice. Hiltory of' -Europe Tor 17^8^ ^ 

(c) The lives of Themiftocles«nd 411. 

BROWN (Thomas) of faqetious memory, as Mh Ad- 
difon fays of him, was the fon of ^ confider^ble farqi%r in 
Shropfhire, and educated at Newport fchool in that county ; 
from whence he was removed to Cjirift-churcb-collejge in 
Oxfprd, where he foqn diftinguiChed himfel^ by hii" uricom- 
mon altaiampnts in literature. He bad g^eat parls apd. quick- 

. nefs 
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n^ft of apprehenfioa,, nor does it appear that he was wanting 
in application,; for we are told, that he was very well Ikilled 
in the Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and Spanifh languages, 
even before he was fent to Oxford. The irregularities of his 
life did not fufier hioi however to continue long at the uni- 
v^rfity ; but he was foon obliged to quit that place, when«. 
inflead of returning home to his father, he formed a fcheme. 
of going to London, in hopes of making his fortune fome 
way or other there. This fcheme did not anfwer. He was 
very foon in danger of ftarving ; upon which he made an in- 
tereft to be fchooImaOex of Kingfion upon Thames, in which 
purfuit he fucceeded. But this was a profeffion very unfuitable. 
to a man of Mr. Brown's turn, and a fituation that muft needs 
have been extremely difagreeable to him ; and therefore we 
cannot wonder, that he foon, quitted his fchoo), and went 
again to London ; and as he found his old companions more 
delighted with his humour, than ready to relieve his neceiH- 
ties, he had recourfe to that lafl refuge of half flarved wits, 
fcribbling for bread. He publKhed a great variety of pieces, 
under the names of Dialogues, Letters, Poenas, &c. in ali 
which he difcovered no fmall erudition, and a vaft and exu- 
berant vein of humour : for he was in his writings, as in hia 
cqnverfation, always lively and facetious. In the mean time 
Brown made no other advantage of thefe productions, thaa 
what he derived from the Bookfellers ; for though they raifed 
bis reputation, and made his company exceedingly fought af- 
ter, yet as he has juAly been obferved to have poflefTed Ie& 
of the fpirit of a gentleman than wits ufually do, and more 
of the fcholar, fo be was not apt to chufe his acquaintance 
by ii>tereft, but was more follicicous to be recommended to 
die ingenious who might admire, than to the great who might 
relieve him. An anonymous author, who has given the 
world fome account of Mr. Brown, fays, that though a good- 
natured man, he had one pernicious quality, which was, 
rather to lofe his friend than his joke. He had a particular 
^nius for fatyr, and dealt it out liberally whenever he could 
find occafion. He is famed for being the author of a libel, 
fixed one Sunday morning on the doors of Weftminfter-abbey ; 
and of many others againft the clergy and quality. He ufed 
to treat religion very lightly, and would often fay, that he 
underfiood the world better, than to have the imputation of 
Righteoufnefs laid to his charge. Neverthelefs, upon the ap^^ 
proach of death, it is faid, that his heart mifgave him, as if 
all was not right within, and he began to exprefs fentiments 
of relnorfe for his paft life ^ the common end of all thofe, 

who 
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who fcofT at Religioo, bccaufe it is the fiifhion^ or becaufe 
they would feem wifer and more fliarp*fighted than their 
neighbours, rather than becaufe thejr know it to be ground- 
lefs and an impofture. Such men are generallymere Thrafo*8 
in philofophv ; and however they may bully and deffr the 
devil at coflfee-houfes and public places, are all the while fe- 
cretly afraid of him, and dare fcarcely venture themfelves 
alone, for fear he (boiAd furprife them with his cloven feet. 
Lhret of the Towards the latter end of Tom Brown's life, we are in- 
formed by Mr. Jacob, that he was in favour witi] the earl of 
Dorfet, who invited him to dinner on a Chriftmas day, with 
Mr. Dryden, and fome other gentlemen, celebrated for inge- 
nuity, (as his lordfhip's cuflom was) when Mr. Brown, to his 
agreeable furprife, found a Bank note of 50 1, under his 
plate ; and Mr. Dryden at the fame time was prefented with 
another of 100 1. Mr. Brown died in the year 1704, and 
was interred in the doyfter of Weftminfter-abbey, near the 
remains of Mrs Behn, with whom he was intimate in hb 
life*f ime. His whole works were printed \ti 1 707, confifl- 
ing of Dialogues, EfTays, Declamations, Satyrs, Letters from 
the dead to the living, Tranflations, Amufements, &c. in 
four vols. Much humour, and not a little learning are, as 
we have already obfervcd, fcattered every where throughout 
them ; but thofe, who think they want delicacy, have cer- 
tainly abundant reafon on their fide. 

BROWNRIG or BROUNRIG (Ralph) bifliop of Exe- 
ter, wa$ fon of a merchant at Ipfwich in Suffolk, and born in 
the year 1592. At the age of fourteen, he vras fent to Pem- 
broke haJl in Cambridge ; of which he fucccifively became 
fcholar, and fellow. He was appointed Prevaricator, when 
king James I. vifited the univerfity. He was Rrd collated by 
Dr. Pelton, bifhop of Ely, to the reflory of Barley in Here- 
fordibire, and in 16? i, to a prebend in the cathedral of Ely. 
He took the degree of doAor in divinity at Oxford in 1628 ; 
and the following ycair was collated to the prebend of Tach- 
brook, in the cathedral of Litchfield, which he quitted on 
being made archdeacon of Coventry in i6ji. He was like- 
wife mailer of Catherine-hall in Cambridge, and in the years 
1637, 1638, 16439 and 1644, difcharged the oflkeof vice- 
chancellor. In 1641, he was prefented to the eleventh ftalt, 
or prebend in the church of Durham, by Dr. Morton, bi- 
fhop of that fee, and the fame year was nominated^ to fuc- 
cecd Dr. Hall, tranflated to the bifhoprick of Norwich, in the 
fee of Exeter, to the liking of all good men, fays Wood. 

Upoa 
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Upon the breaking out of the civil war which followed dole 
upon his laft promotion, his relation Mr. John Pym, and 
others of the prefbyterian ftairp, by whom he had formerly* 
been much efteemed, forfook him, and fufFered him to be de- 
prived of the revenues of his fee; and about the year 1645, 
the parliament party, taking offence at fome paffages in a 
fermon, preached by him before the univerfity, on the king's 
inauguration, removed him from the mafierfhip of Catherine- 
halK After this he fpent feveral years at the houfe of Tho* 
inas Rich, of Sunning, efq; in Berkfliire, and at London, at 
Highgate, and St. Edmundibury. It is faid, he had the cou- 
rage to advife Oliver Cromwell to reftore king Charles II. to 
his juft rights. About a year before his deceafe, he was 
chofen preacher at the Temple in London. A violent fit of 
the ftone, his old diftemper, attended with the dropfy, and 
the infirmities of age put an end to his life, on the 7th of De- 
cember 1695. He was once married bat never had a child. 
Dr. Gauden. who had known him above thirty years, de- 
clares, that he never heard of any thing faid or done by him, 
which a wife and good man would have wifhed unfaid or 
undone (a). 

(a) Forty of his fermoni, being 1674^ fol. in three volumes. The 

fuch as had been perufed and approv- preface to the firft volume is a letter 

ed of by Dr. Gauden, were publifli- from biftiop Gauden to the publiflier, 

•d* at London in 16629 fol. by Wil- dated June 129 1661. wherein he 

liam Martyn, M. A. preacher at the gives both the author and the fermont 

Rolls. Thefe were reprinted with a very great chara^er. 
the addition of twenty-five more in 

BRUIN (John de) profeilbr of. natural philofophy and 
*inathematicks at Utrecht, was born, at Gorcum upon the 
2Sth of Auguft 1620. He went through a courfe of philo- 
fophy at Leyden.under the profeflbr Harboord ; and^then pur- 
fued his fludies at Boifleduc, where he was very much efteem- 
cd by Samuel des Marets, who taught philofophy and divi- 
nity in that place. He went from thence to Utrecht, where 
he learnt the mathematicks, and then removed to Leyden, 
where he obtained leave to teach them. He was afterwards 
made profeiTor at Utrecht; and becaufe the profeflbrs had 
agreed among themfelves, that every one might teach at 
home fuch a part of philofophy as he might think fit, De 
Bruin, not contented with teaching what his publick profef- 
forfiiip required, made alfo diiledions, and explained Grotius's 
book de Jure Belli et Pacis. He had uncommon (kill in dif- 
fering animals, and was a great lover of experiments. He 

made 
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made alio obfervations in aftronomy. He publifhed Diflefta"* 
tions Dc vi Altricc, Dc corporum gravitate & levitate, De 
cognitione Dei naturali, De lucis caufa & origine, &c. He 
had k difpute with Ifaac Voffius, to whom he wrote a 
letter printed at Amfterdam 1663; i^herein he cites VoC- 
fnis's book De hatura ic proprietate lucis, and ftrenaoufly 
maintains the hypothefis of Defcartes. He wrote alfo an 
apology for the Cartefian philofophy againft a divine, named 
Vogelfang. In the year 1655, he married the daughter of a . 
merchant of Utrecht, fiftcr to the wife of Daniel Elzevir, 
the famous bookfellar of Amfterdam ; by whom he had two 
children, who lived but a few days. He died upon the 21ft of 
Oflober 1675, after he had been profeflbr twenty- three years : 
and his funeral oration was pronounced four days after by 
M. Graevius. 

BRUN (AntonV le) an ambaflador of Spain, famous for 
bis fkill in negotiating, was of an ancient and noble farnUy, 
and born at Dole in the year 1600. He was attorney -gene- 
ral in the parliament of Dole ; during which time he was 
concerned in all the fiate negotiations^ which concerned the 
provinces. He was fcnt afterwards by'Philip IV. to the diet 
of Ratifbon, and from thence to the court of the emperor 
Ferdinand III. He was one of the plenipotentiaries of his 
catholick mi^y^ at the conferences of Munfter beldl in 
1643 ; where, though all the other ptenipotemiaries took 
place of him, yet, it is faid, that he far exceeded them all in 
capacity. The king of Spain was particularly beholden to 
him for the peace, which the Dutch made at Munfter, ex- 
duGvely of France ^ and the intriguing turn, which he fhew- 
ed upon this occafiop, made him dreaded ever after by^the 
French ambafTadors, He was a man of letters, as well as 
of politicks 'f and therefore employed his pen, as well as his 
tongue in the fervice of his mafier. Thus, dur^g the con- 
* ferences at Munfter^ he publiflied feveral pieces, wherein he 
abufed France. Thefe pieces were written in a (deafant ftile, 
and with a great deal of fprightlinels ; but, as fome fay, 
were too comical, too burlefque, too much in the fpirit of 
fatire. Methinks, thefe words of Balfac convey a gieat idea 
of le Brun. " I refer it to the French and Burgundi- 
« ans; to le Brun, the Demofthenes of Dole, and to Lc 
Balzac cf Maiftre, the Cicero of Paris." He died at the Hague, 
^'^^' *• during his embafly, in the year 165+ j leaving a family^ be- 
hind bim« ' 

1 BRUN 



* ' SRtJN (Charles le) was defceiiJcdof a fenflfty^of dJftlnc- 
tion in Scotland, and Iforn in thd yekr 1619. Hisf«hfer Was 
' a (tatuary by profcffibn. At three years of age it is reported 
' that he drew figures with charcoal { and at twelve he drdw 
the pifture of his uncle to well, that it ftill paffes for a fine 4|[ 

f iece. His father hcifig employed in the gardens at Sequier, 
' arid having brought his fon along udth him, the chaticeilor 
' of that name took a liking to him, and placed him with Si- 
mon Vouet, an eminent painter, who was greatly furprifed 
at young Le Brun's amazing proficiency. He ^as afterwards 
ieht to Fontainbleau to take copies of fome of Raphael's pie- 
ce's. , The chancellor fent him next to Italy, and fupportfed 
him there for fix years. Le Brun, in his return, met ' with 
the celebrated Pouflin, by whofe convcrfation he greatly ihi- 
proved himfelf in his art, and contradcd a fri^ndftiip with 
him which lafted as long as their lives. Cardinal Mazarine^ 
a good judge of painting, took great notice of Le Brun, and 
often fat by him while he was at w6rk. A painting of ISt. 
Stephen which he fihiffied in 1651, raifed his reputation to 
the highefc pitch. Sotm after this, the kihg, upon the fe- 
prefentation of Mr. Colbert, mad6 him his firft paihter, and 
conferred on Him the order of St. Michael. His fii^jefty Em- 
ployed two hours every day to fee him at work Wbilft he Was 
painting the family of Darius* at Fontainblidau. 'About the 
year 1662, he began his five" large pieces of the hiftory*of 
Alexander the Great, in which he is faid to have fet the ac- 
tions of that famous conqueror in a more glorious light, tftaa 
Quintus Curtius, hath done in his hiftory. He procured fe- 
veral advantiages for the royal academy of painting and Sculp- 
ture at Paris, and formed the plan of another for the flud^pts 
of his ow|i nation at Rome. There was fcarce any thing 
done for the advancement of the fine arts in which he Was 
not confulted. It was through the intereft of M. Cdlbert 
that the king gave him the direftion of all his works, and par- 
ticularly pf his Toyal manufadlory at the Gobelins, where he 
had a handfome houfe with a genteel fahry affigned to him. 
He was alfo made.dired^or and chancellor of the royal aca- 
demy, and (hew^d the greateft zeal to encourage tht fine arts 
in France. He was endowed with a vaft inventive genius, 
which extended itfelf to arts of every kind. He was well 
acquainted with the hiftory and manners of all nations. Be- 
fides his extraordinary tdents, his behaviour was fo genteel, 
and his addrefs fb pleafing, that he attracted 'the regard and 
affection of the whole court of France, where, by the places 
and ^eaitons conferred on him by the king's Uberalitj, he 
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nade a very confiderable figarct his yearly income being up* 
wards of 50,000 livres, a fum very confiderable in thoTe 
days, and more than fufficient to have put him far above the 
thoughts of an a£lion fo diflionourablcy as that' whereof he 
is accufed. It is reported, that having taken out of the 
king's magazine Giulio Romano's painting of the Circum- 
cilion, he got one Herault to prefent it to the prince, who 
purchafed it at the rate of 20,000 livres. .M. de Louvois, 
having got information of this by means of M. Mignart, le 
firun's a^verfary and riv^l, laid the affair before the king, who 
forbid le Bnin the court. It is added, that beine alfo feverc- 
ly reprimanded by the prime minifter, he fell fick upon it, 
and died at his houfe in the Gobelins at the age of 61, in 
1690, leaving a wife, but no children. He was author of 
a curious treatife. Of Phyfiognomy, and of another. Of the 
charaAers of the paffions. 

The paintings which gained him ^eateft reputation, were, 
befides what we have already mentioned, thofe which he fi- 
. nilhed at Fontainbleau, the great ftair-^Uie at Veriailles, but 
efpecially the grand gallery there, which was the laft of 
his works, and is faid to have taken him up fourteen years. 
A more particular account of thefe, or a general chara£ter of 
his other performances, would take up too much room here. 
Thofe who want further fadsfadion on this fubjeA, may 
confult the writings of his countrymen, who have been veiy 
lavifh in his praifes, and very full in their accounts of his 
works. 

BRUNO (JoRDANo) was bom atNoIa, in die kingdom 
of Naples. About the year 1582, he began to call in quef- 
tion fome of the tenets of the Romi(h oiurch, which occa- 
fioned his retiring to Geneva. After tW9 years ftay here he 
cxpreiTed his diflike to Calvinifm in fuch a manner that he 
was expelled the city. He went firft to Lyom, afterwards 
to Touloufe, and then to Paris, where he was made pro- 
fefTor extraordinary, becaufe the ordinary profefTors were 
obliged to affifl at mafs. From Paris he came to London, 
and continued two years in the houfe of Moniieur Caftelneau, 
the French ambailador. He was very well received by queen 
Elizabeth and the politer part of the court. His principal 
friends were Sir Philip Sidney and Sir Foulkes Greville. At Sir 
Philip's requeft he compofed his Spaccio della beftia trium- 
phante (aj, which was printed in 8vo. in 1584, and dedi- 
cated 

(a) Nothing hat mort furprizcd the which t fmall book, intitled, Spaccio 
humd in £iigUnd^ than the price della beau triuoiphante, bore in a 

IJtC 



B R U S C H 1 tr s* 

cated . to that gentleiman. From England he removed, iri 
about two years, to Wittembcrg, where he was projfeflbr for 
the fpace of two years more. He next went to Prague, and 
printed in that city fome trafts, in which he openly difcovered 
his atheiftical principles. After vifiting fome other towns of 
Germany, he made/ a tour to Venice, where he was appre- 
hended by order of' the inquifxtion, tried, and convifled of 
his errors. Forty days being allowed him to deliberate, he 
promifed to retra<^them. At the expiration of that term he 
ftill maintained his errors, and obtained a further refpite fof 
forty days. At lafl it appearing that he impofed upon the. 
pope in order to prolong his life, fentence was finally pafled 
upon him on the 9th of February i6oo. He made no offer 
to 'retraft during the week that was allowed him afterwards 
for that purpofe. He underwent his punifliment on the feven- 
teenih, by being burnt at a ftake. Though he denied the 
being of a God, he believed the effe£ls of magic and forccry. 
Several paflages in his works, (how, that he was not one o^ 
thpfe atheifts, ifanyfuch there are, who lead a good mo- 
ral life. 
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late audion. Thi^ book was fold 
for thirty pounds. As it was writ- 
ten by one Jordanus Brunus, a pro- 
fefled athetlt, witii a defign to de- 
preciate religion, every one was apt 
to fancy, from the extravagant price 
it bore» that there mud be fome- 
thing in it very formidable. 1 muft 
confefs, that happening to get a 
fight of one of them myfelf, I could 
not forbear perufing it, with this ap- 
prehenlion ; but found there was fo 
very little danger in it, that I (hall 
venture to give my readers a fair ac- 
count of the whole plan upon which 
this -wronderful treatife is built. The 
author pretends that Jupiter once 
upon a time refolved on a reforma- 
tion of the conftellatlons ; 'fqr 
which purpofe having fummoned the 
ftara together, he complains to them 
of the greiatdecayof the worship of the 
Gods, which he thought fo much the 



harder, having called feveral of thofe 
celedial bodies by the names of the 
heathen deities, and by that means 
made the heavens as it were a book 
of the pagan theology. Momus tells 
him, that it is not to be wondered 
at, fmce there were fo many fcan- 
dalous ftories of the deities ; upon 
which the author takes occaiion to 
cad reflections upon all other reli« 
gions, concluding, that Jupiter, af- 
ter a full hearing, difcarded , the 
deities out of heaven, and called the 
dars by the names of pdoral virtues* 
This (hort fable, which has no pre- 
tence in it to reafon or argument, 
and but a very fmall (hare of wit, 
has however recommended itfelf 
wholly by its impiety to thofe weak 
men who would didingui(h them* 
fclves by the Angularity of their 
opinions. Spedator, No. 389. ^ 



BRUSCHIUS, (G A spar) a Latin hiftorlan and poet, 
was born at Egra in Bohemia, upon the 19th of Auguft 
1518. He was devoted to books from his childhood, and Mckhtor ' 
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efpecially to poetry ; in which he fo happily fucceeded, that 
he could make a great number of verfes, and thofe not bad 
ones, extempore. He began early to publifh fome of them 
on feveral fubjeds ; and he got fo much reputation by them» 
that he attained to the poetical crown> to the dignity dF 
poet laureat, and of Count Palatine. He received that ho- 
nour at Vienna from Ferdinand of Auftria, king of the Ro- 
mans, in the year 1552. His bufinefs thither was to prefent 
a work to Maximilian, king of Hungary, which he had de- 
dicated to him. It was the Firft Centiury of the German 
monafleries. Id his return from Vienna, he flopped at 
PafTau ; where, finding a patron in Wolfgang bifhop of 
Salms, he refolved to fettle, and to remove his library and 
family. He hoped that he could better go on there with a 
great wor^ he had undertaken, -which was. The hiflory of 
all the bi(hopricks and bifliops of Germany. He had tra- 
velled much, and looked into feveral records and libraries, 
to gather materials for his purpofe. How long he ftaid there, 
does not appear; but he was at Bafil in June 155 3, and 
lived in the citadel of Oporin, Arcem Oporinam ; fo they 
called that famous printer's boufe, which ftood on a riftns 
Ibid. ground. Here he publifhed fome writings he had finifh^ 
^ at Paflau, fome in profe and others m verfe. Brufchius was 

married but had no children. He was far from being rich ; 
fo far, that if his poetical patrons had not affifted him, he 
would have had much ado to have maintained himfelf. He 
received prefents alfo from the abbots and abbeiles, whofe mo- 
jiafteries he defciibed. He was very well received by the 
abbefs of the convent of Cslcl'i : he fupped and danced with 
htfr, and obtained fome prefents from her. This, Melchior 
Adam fays, was owing to his having defcribed the antiquities 
of that convent. The liberalities of fon>e abbots, while he 
was with Oporin at Bafil, enabled him to buy a new fuit of 
clothes : but when he found, that appearing vi ell drefled in the 
flreets procured bim many marks of refpe^l from the vulgar; 
he tore his new finery to pieces, ^' as flaves, (fays the fame 
^ author,) that had ufurped their mafters honours." Brufchius 
feems to have been too great a philofopher for the age he Jived 
in, or indeed for any age ; for what is it that procures a maa 
refpeft and deference from the vulgar, the great vulgar and 
the fmall i nothing a jut fi^erior to fine clothes. We think, 
that Brufchius had better have preferved his clothes : for the 
veneration they procured him, it could do him no harm, it 
might do him (ome goo^ ; and then it would be far preferal>Ie 
to the veneration of judges and criticks, when it fufFers a 

learned 
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learned aad deferving man, 2s it but too often does^ to W^nt 
almoft the common neceflaries of life. This unhappy man 
was murdered in the foreft of Scalingenbach, between Rot- 
temberg on the Tauber, and Winlhcim : and it was believed, 
that this aflaffination was concerted and carried into execu- 
tion by fome gentlemen, againft whom Brufchius was about 
to vrrite foroething. His writings are numerous. There is 
a catalogue of them to be feen in the Epitome of Gcfner's 
Bibliotheque. His Eccleiiaftical hiftory of Germany is faid 
to favour ftrongly of Lutheranifm, with which he was fup- 
pofed to be ftrongly tainted, from his talcing every flight oc- 
cailon to fpeak ill of Rome and of the popes. 

BRUTUS, (John-Michael) a very learned Venetian, 
was born about the year 1518, and ftudied at Padua; aip- 
plying himfelf chiefly to hear the le£tures of Lazarus Bona- 
micus. It appears from his letters, that he was obliged to 
leave his country in fuch a manner, that he was looked upon 
as an exile : bqt he does not fay en what account, only that 
it was without any blemiOi to his honour. He travelled much, 
pailing part of his life in Spain, England, France, Ger- 
many, Trapfilvania, and in Poland. Notwithftanding this 
itinerant kind of life, he made himfelf very learned ; as ap- 
pears from his notes on Horace, Cxfar, Cicero, &c. He 
was in Tranfdvania in the year 1574; having been invited 
thither by prince Stephen, in order to compofe a hiftory of 
that country. One of his letters, dated from Cracow, No* 
vember23, 1577, informs us, that he had followed that 
prince, then king of Poland, to the expedition of Pruffia* ^ 
He had a convenient apartment afligned him in the caftle of 
Cracow, that he might apply himfelf the better to his fun* 
6lion of hiftoriograpmer* He left Poland after the death of 
that monarch ; and lived with William of St. Clement, am- 
baflador from the king of ^ain to the Imperial court. He 
was honoured with the title of his imperial majefty's biftorip* 
grapher. He was at Prague in January 1590; but what be* 
came of him afterwards, and when, and where he died, Mr, 
3ayle was not able tp colled. 

His writings, which were become very fcarce, were fo 
ca^neftly fought after by the beft judges, that there was great 
joy in the republick of letters, on hearing that Mr, Cromer 
had undertaken to publiih a new edition of them. ''The firft 
pstxh of that defign was accompliflied in the year 1698, when 
Hirers printed at Berlin in 8vo, Joh. Michaelis Bruti opera 
variafelcfta: nimirum, Epiftolarum libri quinque^ de hif- . 
D d 2 torise 



404 B R U Y E R E. 

tortae laudibus, five de ratione legend! fcriptores hlftoricos 
liber; preceptorum conjugalium liber; epiftolis & orationi- 
bus compluribus editione Cracovienfi audiora. Eleven hun- 
dred and fifty five pages. The Cracow edition was in 1582. 
E ift Lib ^^"^^ promises, in one of his letters, to add another to 
tn. p« 351. ^hcm, wherein he defigned to treat of an ill cuftom of giving 
the fame lofty titles to perfons whom we write to in Latin, as 
are given in common languages. There are but few coun- 
tries, in which they are more nice in this point, than in Po- 
land ; and yet our Brutus would not conform ^o the new 
ftile, not even in writing to fome Polifli lords, but difpenfed 
with all ceremonies that might make him deviate from the 
purity of the ancient language of Rome. This was his only 
motive ; nor bad pride any thing to do with it. Hear the 
honed plain -fpoken man, in a letter he wrote to John Ponc- 
towfki. *' This is my firft letter to you, which I write in 
** the Roman manner, as I ufe to do even to the king. I 
•* can bring myfelf to every thing elfe, can love you, obey 
•* you, and always regard you, which I (hall do very willing- 
** \y^ as you highly deferve. But when I have any thing to 
** write to you in, Latin, fufFer me, without offence, to 
**" write according to the ufe of the Latin tongue ; for I can- 
** not underfiand, that lam writing tayour greatneffes, your 
** magnificences, &c. which cxift no where on this fide the 
lb. Hbi IV. ** moon : I am writing to you." Brutus was right : fuch 
p. 4 9. pompous titles were the introdu(Sions only of barbarous 
ages ; and it is certain, that ancient Rome had no fuch ufage 
in the time of its greateft glory, and of its mod accomplUhed 
polit' nefs. 

It is faid, that the hiftory of Florence, compofed by our 
Brutus, and printed at Lyons in 1562, is not favourable to 
the houfe of Medicis ; and that it greatly difpleafed the duke 
of Florence. 

BRUYERE, (John de la) a celebrated French author, 
was born at Dourdan in the year 1664. He wrote Cha- 
raAers, or defcribed the Manners of his age, in imitation of 
Theophraftus, which Charadlers were n :)t always imaginary 
or general, but defcriptive, as was well known, of real per- 
fons of confiderable rank. In the year 1693, he was, by 
an order of the king, chofen a member of the French aca- 
demy, and died in the year 1696. Father Bouhours, Me- 
nage^ and other French critics have faid vaft things of his 
Charaders ; and monfieur I'Abbe Fleuri, who fucceededhim 
in the academy, and according to cuftom made his elogy, 
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calls his book *• a work very fingular in Its kind, and, in the 
** opinion of fome judges, even fuperior to that great original 
** Theophraftus, whom the author himfelf at firft did only 
*« propofe to imitate." A Carthufian friar of Rouen, under 
the name of monfieur de Vigneul Marville, but whofe true 
name was Bonaventura Dargogne, a Spaniard, wrote a 
critical piece againft the perfon and writings of monfieur 
Bruyerei but monfieur Cofte, by an ingenious anfwer, effec- 
tually expofed the Carthufian, and, as the author of the 
Novellesdela Republique des lettres obferved, ** There waj p , 
«« not much likelihood, that monfieur de V^igneul Marville ,7^^ P,^ 
•' would difpoffefs the public of the tfteem, they had con- 
•* ceived for the Characters of monfieur de la Bruyere." It 
has happened accordingly, for they have kept their credit, 
and maintained an high reputation ever fince. ** The Cha- 
*' raflcrs of Bruyete, (fays the celebrated Voltaire) may 
** juftly be ranked among the extraordinary productions of 
** this age. Antiquity furnifhes no examples ot fuch a work. 
•' A ftyle rapid, concife, and nervous 5 expreffions animated 
" and picturefque ; an ufe of language altogether new, with- 
** out offending againll its eftablifhed rules, ftruck the pub- 
•* lie at firft ; and the allufions, which are crowded in al- 
** moft every page, compleated its fuccefs. When la Bru- 
** yere, continues this agreeable hiftorian, (hewed his work 
*< iri manufcript to Mdlefieux, this laft told him, that the 
•' book would have many readers, and its author many 
** enemies. It fomewhat funk in the opinion of men, when 
•* that intire generation, whofe follies it attacked, was paf- 
** fed away ; yet, as it contains many things applicable to 
*' all times and places, it is more than probable, that it will 
** never be forgotten." The age of Lewis XIV. chap. 29. 

BUC, (George) a learned antiquarian, was defcended 
of a very ancient family, and born in Lincolnfhire. In the 
reign of James L he was made one of the gentlemen of his 
jmajefty's privy chamber, ^nd knighted 5 he was alfo ap- 
pointed mafterof the revels. His writings are, i. The Life 
and reign of Richard III. in five books (a)* This is pro- 
perly a defence of that king, whom he would not allow to 
have had any deformity in body or mind. 2. The Third 
univerfity of England ; or, A treatife of the foundations of 
all the colleges, ancient fchools' of privilege, and of houfcs 

{a) Printed in Kenncf « Complete Hiftory of Engknd. 
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of learning and liberal arts within and about the mod fa* 
toous city of London. With a brief report of the fcienees, 
arts, and faculties therein profefled, ftudied, and pra6tifed (b)« 
He alfo wrote, A Trcatife of the art of revels. 

* (b) It is printed tt the end of the folio edition of Stowe*s Chronicle. 
hood. 1631. 

BUCER, (Martin) was born in the year 1491, at 
Scheleftadt, a town of Alface, which had produced man^ 
aS»"" great men. At the age of feven he took the religious habit 
4n the order of St. Dominick, and with the leave of the 
^^ prior of his consent went to Heidelberg to Jearn logic and 
f pbiloibphy. Having applied himfeif afterwards to divinity^ 

r , lie made it his endeavour to acquire a thorough knowledge 

* of the Greek and Hebrew. Abourthis time fome of Eraf- 

mus's pieces came abroad, which he read greedily. Meeting 
afterwards with certain trafls of Luther, and comparing the 
; "doftrine there delivered, with the facred fcriptures, he be- 

-gan to entertain doubts concerning feveral things in the po- 
fUh religion* His uncommon learning and his eloquence, 
which was aflifted by a (trong'and mufical voice, and his 
#rce cenfure of the vices of the times, recommended him to Frei* 
-derick eledlor palatine, who made him one of his chaplains. 
After fome conferences with Luther at Heidelberg in the year 
Ibid, 15 21 9 he adopted moft of his religious notions, particularly 
thofe with regard to juftification. However, in 1532, he 
-gave the preference tb the fentiments of Zuenglius concern- 
ing religion; but ufcd his iitmoft endeavours to re- unite the 
two parties, who both oppofed the Romifli religion. He 
18 looked upon as one of the firft authors of the reformation 
at Stralburgh, where he taught divinity for twenty years, 
and was one of the minifiers of the town. He affifted at 
many conferences concerning religion, and, in 1548, was 
'fcht for to Augflx)urgto fign that agreement* betwixt the pro- 
teftants and paspifts, which was called the Interim. His 
M. Adam. Watm oppofitipn to thiis projeft expofed him to many difficul- 
cfcs and hardfliifte j the news of which reaching England, 
where his fame had already arrived, Cranmer, archbifbop of 
Canfterbury, gavebith an invimtion to come over, which he 
readily accepted. In 1549, an handfome apartment was 
irffigned hiln intbe univerfity of Cambridge, and a falary to 
teach theology. King fed ward VI. had the greateft regard 
for him. BeiogittJd -thathe was very fenfibleof the cold of 
this climate, jvnd fuffered much for want of a German ftove, 
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he (ent hixn an hundred crowns to purchafe one. H^ died of a 
complication of diforders on the 27th of February 1551, 
aged 61, and was buried at Cambridge with great funerati 
pomp. Five years after, in the reign of queen Mary, his 
body was dug up and publickly burnt, and his tomb demo- 
lifhed, but it was afterwards fet up by order of queen Eliza- 
beth. He married a nun, by whom he had thirteen children. 
This woman dying of the plague, he married another, and, 
according to fome, upon her death he tbok a third wife. A 
lift of his numerous writings may be feen in Moreri. 

BUCHANAN, (George) one of the beft Latinf poets 
of thefixteenth century, was born in the parifti of Kellerne, in vita pro* 
in the ihire of Lenox, in Scotland, in the month of February P"a pocma- 
1506. His family, which was never very rich, was foon ^^ P'«?"* 
after the birth of this, fon reduced to great ftraits, by the 
bankruptcy of his grandfather, and the death of his father, 
who left a widow with fivefons and three daughters, whom, 
Heverthelefs, fhe brought up by her prudent management. 
Her brother Mr. James Heriot obfervipg a promifing genius 
in George when at fchool, fent him to Paris for his educa- 
tion ; but in two years the death of his uncle, and his own ibw. 
bad ftate of health and want of money, forced him to return. 
About a year after he made a campaign with the 
French auxiliaries, in which he fuffered fo many hardfliips 
that he was confined to his bed by ficknefs all the enfuing 
winter. Early in the /bring We went to St. Andrew's to 
learn logic under Mr. John Mair, whom he followed in • -^ . 
fummer to Paris. Here he embraced the Lutheran tenets, 
which at that time began to fpread ; and after ftruggling for 
near two years, with ill fortune, he went in 1526, to teach 
grammar in the college of St. Barbe, which he did for two 
years and an half. The young earl of Caffels meeting with 
him, took a liking to his converfation, and valuing his parts, 
kepthim with him for five years, and carried him into Scot- 
land. Upon the earl's death, about two years after, Bucha- 
nan was preparing to return to France to rcfume his ftudies,. 
but king James V. detained him, to be preceptor to his natu- Ibid, 
ral fon James, afterwards the famous earl of Murray, regent 
of Scotland. Some farcafms thrown out againft the Fran- 
cifcan fryars, in a poem, intitled, ^^omnium, which Bucha- 
nan had written to pafs an idle hour, fo highly exafperated 
them, that they reprefented him as an atheift. This ferved 
only to increafe that diflike which he had already conceived f^^ 
againft them, on account of their irregularities. Some time 
D d 4 after 
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after the king having difcovered a confpiracy againft his per- 
fon, in which he was perfuaded fome of the Frahcifcans 
, were concerned, commanded Buchanan to write a poem 
againft them. Our poet, unwilling to difoblige either the king 
or the fryars, wrote a few verfes fufceptible of a double inter- 
pretation. But the king was difpleafed, becaufe they were 
not fevere enough, and the others held it a capital ofFence 
fomuch as to mention them, but to their honour. The 
king ordered him to write others more poignant, which gave 
occafion to the piece, intitled, Fr^^ncifcanus. Soon after 
being informed by his friends at court, that the monks fought 
his life ; and that cardinal Beaton had given the king a fuoi 
of money to have him executed, he fled to England. But 
things being there in fuch an uncertain ilate that Lutherans 
and papifts were burnt in the fame fire on tb^ fame 
^'^ day, whilft Henry VIII. ftudied more his own fafety 
than the purity of religion, he went over to France. 
On his arrival at Paris, he found his inveterate enemy cardi- 
nal Beaton at that court, with the ch radler of ambairador : 
wherefore he retired privately to Bourdeaux, at the invita- 
tion of Andrew Govianus, a learned Portuguefe. He taught 
in the publick fchool lately crefled there three years ; in 
which time he wrote four tragedies, wh ch were afterwards 
occafionally publiflied. The Baptifta was the firft written 
though.it was the lad publilhed, and then the Medea of Eu- 
ripides. He wrote them to comply with the rules of the 
fchool, which every year demanded a new fable, and his 
j^j , view in choofing thefe fubjefts was, to draw off the youth of 
France as much as poffible from ihe allegories, which were 
then greatly in vogue, to an imitation of the ancients, in 
which he fucceeded beyond his hopes. Mean while cardinal 
Beaton fent letters to the archbifliop of Bourdeaux, to caufe 
him to be apprehended ; but thefe luckily fell into the hands 
of fome of Buchanan's friends, who prevented their efFeQ. 
Not long after he Went into Portugal with Andreas Go- 
vianus, who had received orders from the king his mafter to 
bring him a certain number of men able to teach philofophy 
and claflligal learning, in the univerfity he had lat/&ly efta- 
bliflied atCoimbra. Every thing went well whiht Govianus 
Jived, but after his death, which happened the year7ollowing, 
the learned men who followed him, and particulafiy Bucha- 
nan, who was a foreigner and had few friends, fuffi?red every 
kind of ill ufagc. Our poet's poem againft the Fr^ncifcans 
'VaA, wasobjefled tohim by his enemies, though they knew no- 
thing of i^ contents ^ the eating of fleih in Lent^ which 
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was the common cuftom throughout the whole kingdom, 
was charged upon him as a crime ; fome things which he ^ 
had faid glancing at the monks, but at which none but a 
monk would have been offended, were alfo objeftcd againft 
him. It was reckoned a heinous offence in him to have faid 
in a private converfation with fome Portuguefe youths, that 
he thouoht St. Auftin favoured rather the proteftant, than the 
popifh doftrine of the Eucharift, and two men were brought 
to teftify that he was avcrfe to the Romifli religion. After 
cavilling with them a year and a half, his enemies, that they 
might not be accufedof groundlefly harrafEnga man of repu- 
tation, fent him to a monafiery for fome months, to be bet- 
ter inHrufted by the monks, who indeed were not bad men, 
Buchanan tells us, but knew nothing of religion. It was i^ ^^^^ 
chiefly at this time that he tranflated the Pfalms of David into propria. 
Latin verfe. Upon obtaining his liberty in I55^^,-4i< applied 
to ^he king for a pafFport, to return to France, but h^ ma- 
jefty aflced him to ftay, and fupplied him with money for his 
current expences, till he could give him a place. Tired out 
with delays, Buchanan went aboard a (hip, which brought 
him to England, where things were in fuch confufion during 
the minQri y o( Edward VI. that he refufed fome very advan- 
tageous offers to ftay here, and went to France in the be- I1>M. 
ginning of the year 1552; and in July 1554* he publifhed 
his tragedy of Jephtha, with a dedication to Charles de 
Co(E, marfhal of France 5 with which the marfhal was fo 
much pleafed, that the year following he fent for Bu- 
chanan into Piedmont, and made him preceptor to 
his fon. Buchanan fpent five years in France with this 
youth, employing his leifure hours in the ftudy of the 
fcriptures, that he m ght be the better able to judge of the 
controverfies which at that time divided the chriftian world. ^*^« 
He returned to Scotland in 1563, and joined the reformed 
church in that kingdom. In the beginning of 1565, he went 
again to France, from whence he was recalled the year fol- 
lowing, by Mary queen of Scots, who had fixed upon him 
to be preceptor to her fon, when that prince fhould be of 
a proper age to be put under his care, and in the meantime *^ 

made him principal of St. Leonard's college in the univerfity 
of St. Andrews, where he refided four years ; but upon the 
misfortunes of that queen he joined the party of the earl of 
JVlurray, by whofe order he wrote his Detedion, reflecting 
on the queens charaQer and conduct . He was by the ftates 
pf the kingdom appointed preceptor to the young king James 
VJ. Hp employed the laft twelve or thirteen years of his , 

life 
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life, in writing thehiftory of his country, in which he hap- 
pily united the force and brevity of Saluft with the perfpiciiity 
and elegance of Livy. He died at Edinburgh the 28th of 
February 1582, aged 76. The popifli writers from refent- 
ment of the part he zSttd with regard to Mary queen of 
. Scots, reprefent him in the moft odious colours ; but Sir 
p.^nr*' James Melvil, who was of the oppofite party to him, and 
therefore cannot be fuppofed to be partial in his favour, tells 
us, that Buchanan ^^ was a floic philofopher, who looked 
** not far before him ; a man of notable endowments for his 
** learning and knowledge in Latin poefy, much honoured 
** in other countries, pleafant in converfation, rehearfmg, 
** at all occafions, moralities, (hort and inftru£live, whereof 
«* he had abundance, inventing where he wanted. ' He was 
^' alfo religious, but was eafily abufed, and fo facile that he 
*' was led by every company that he haunted, which made 
** him faftious in his old days> for he fpoke and wrote as 
** thofe who were about him informed him ; for he was bc- 
*' come carelefs, following, in many things, the vulgar opi- 
*' nion, for he was naturally popular, and extremely re- 
*' vengeful againft any man who had offended him i which 
** was his greateft fault." 

Dr. Burnet, in his Hlftory of the reformation, fays of 
him, That though he had been obliged to teach fchool in 
exile for almoft twenty years, yet the greatnefs of his mind 
was not deprefled by that mean employment. In his wri- 
tings there appear not only all the beauty and graces of the 
Latin tongue, but a vigour of mind and a quicknefs of 
thought, far beyond Bembo, or the other Italians, who at 
that time affefted to revive the purity of the Roman ftyle. 
It was but a feeble imitation of T'ully in them ; but his ftyle 
is fo natural and nervous, and his reBe£tions on things are 
fo folid (befides his immortal poems, in which he (hews how 
well' he could imitate all the Roman poets in their feveral 
ways of writing, that he who compares them, will be often 
tempted to prefer the copy to the original) that he is juftly 
reckoned the greateft and beft of our modern writers*. 

BUDEUS, (William) wasdefcended of anantient and 
. Jlluftrious family, and horn at Paris in 1467. He was 
placed young under matters j butbarbarifm prevailed fo much 
in the fchools of Paris, that the young Budeus took a dif- 
like to them, and fpent his whole time in idlenefs, till his 
parents fent him to the univerfity of Orleans to ftudy law. 
Here he pafted three years without adding to hi$ knowledge; 
- a for 
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for hrs parents fending for him back to Paris, found his ig- 
norance no lefs than before, and his reludance to Iludy, and 
love of gaming and other youthful plq^ifures, much greater. 
They talked no more to him of learning of any kind, and 
as he was heir to a large fortune, left him to follow his in- 
clinations. He was paffionately fond of hunting, and took 
great pleafure in horfes, dogs, and hawks. TThe fire of 
yocrth i)e^innlng to cool, and his ufual pleafures to pall upon 
his fenfes, he was fuddenly feized with an irrefiftible paffion 
for Hudy. He immediately difpofed of all his hunting equi- 
page, and even abflracSled himfelf from all bufinefs to ap- 
ply himfelf wholly to ftudy, in which he made, without any 
aHifl-ance^ a very rapid and amazing progrefs, particularly in 
the Latin arid Greek languages. The work which gained 
him greateft reputation was his treatife De affc. His erudi- 
tion and high birth were not his only advantages : he had an 
uncommon (hare of piety, modefty, gentlenefs, and good 
breeding. He took a fingular pleafure in ferving his friends 
and procuring eftablifhments for men of letters. The French 
king Francis I. often fentfor him, and at his perfuafion antl 
that of Du-Bellay, founded the royal college of France, 
for teaching the languages and fciences. The king fent him 
to Rome with the charafler of his ambaflador to Leo X. 
and in 15; 2, made him mafter of requefts. The fame year 
he was chofen provoft of the merchants. He died at Paris 
on the 23d of Auguft 1540. He had by his wife four fons 
and two daughters. His works, of which a lift may be ieen 
in Moreri, make four volumes in folio, printed at Bafil 
in 1557. 

BUDGELL, (Eustace) efq; a very ingenious and po- 
lite writer, was born at St. Thomas near Exeter, about the 
year 1685, and educated at Chrift church college in Oxford. 
His father was Gilbert Budgell, dodorof divinity, defcended 
of an ancient family in Devonfliire ; his mother Mary, only 
daughter of Dr. William Gulftorf, bifhop of Briftol, wliofe 
fitter Jane married dean Addifoi), and was mother to the 
famous Mr, Addifon fecfetary of ftate. After fotoe years 
ftay in the univerlity, Mr. Budgell went to London, and was 
entered of the Inner Temple, in order to be bred to the bar, 
for which his father always intended him ; but inftead of the 
law, he followed his own inclinations, which carried him to 
the ftudy of polite literature, and to the company of thegen- 
tecleft per fons in town. During his ftay at the Temple, he 
^nU-a^ed a ftri£t intimacy and friendihip with Mr. Addifon, 

"^ . who^ 
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who was firft coufin to his mother ; and when Mr. Addifon 
was appointed fecretary to lord Wharton, the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, he made an offer to his friend Euftace of goingi 
with him, as one of the clerks of his office, which Mr. 
Budgcll readily accepted. This was in April 1710, when 
he was about twcnty-ftve years of age. He had by this time 
fead the claffics, the molt reputed hiftorians, and the beft 
French, Englifh, and Italian writers. It was now that Mr. 
Budgell commenced author, and became concerned with Sir 
Richard Steele and Mr. Addifon in writing the Tatler. The 
Spedators being fet on foot in 1 710-1 j, Mr. Budgell had 
likewife a (hare in them, all the papers marked with an X 
being written by him ; as was /indeed the whole eighth volume 
by Addifon and himfelf, without the affiftance of Sir Richard 
SeetheBee, Steele. Several little epigrams and fongs, which have a good 
ji"**^' deal of wit in them, together with the epilogue to the Dif- 
trefled Mother, which had a greater run than any thing oi 
the kind ever had befote, were alfo written by Mr. Budgoll 
near this time i all which, together with the known affection 
of Mr. Addifon for him, raifed his charader fo much, as to 
make him very generally known and talked of. Upon the 
laying down of the Spectator, the Guardian was fet up ; and 
in this work our author had a hand along with Mr. Addifon 
and Sir Richard Steele. In the preface it is faid, that thofe 
papers marked with an Afterifk were written by Mr. Bud- 
gell. 

Mr. Budgell having regularly made his progrefs in the fe- 
cretary of ftate*s office in Ireland, upon the arrival of his 
late majefty in England, was appointed under- fecretary to 
Mr. Addifon, and chief fecretary to the loids juftices of Ire« 
land. He was made likewife deputv clerk of the council in 
that kingdom ; and foon after choien member of the Irifh 
parliament, where he became a very good fpeaker. He ac- 
quitted himfelf in all thefe pvfts with great exa£lners and abi- 
lity, and with very fingular d.finterefiednefs. In the year 1 717, 
when Mr. Addifon became principal fecretary of ftate in 
Englan(', he procured for Mr, Budgell the place of accomp- 
tant and comptroller general of the revenue in Ireland, and 
might have had him for his under fecretary ; but it was thought 
more expedient for his majefty's fervice that he fhould con- 
tinue where he was. Mr. Budgell held thefe feveral places 
till the year 1718, at which time the duke of Bolton was 
appointed lord lieutenant. His grace carried over with him 
one Mr. Edward Webfter, whom he made a privy counfellor 
and his fecretary. A mifundeiftanding arifing on fome ac- 
count 
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count or other between this gentleman and Mr. Budgell, the 
latter treated Mr. Webfter himfelf, his education, his abili- 
ties, and family, with the utmoft contempt. Mr. Budgel! 
was indifcreet enough, (for he was naturally proud and full 
of refentment) to write a lampoon, prior to this, in which 
the lord lieutenant was not fpared ; and which he publifhed in 
fpi&e of all Mr. Addifon could fay againft it. Hence many 
difcontents arofe between them, till at length the lord lieute« 
nant, in fupport of his fecretary, fuperfedcd. Mr. Budgell, 
and very foon after got him removed from the place of ac- 
comptaiit-general. Mr. Budgell, not thinking it fafe to con- 
tinue longer in Ireland, fet out Tor England, and foon after 
h s arrival publifhed a pamphlet, reprefenting his cafe, in* 
titled, A Letter to the Lord ♦ * *, from Euftace Budgell^ 
cfq; accomptant-gencral of Ireland, and late fecretary to their 
excellencies the lords juftices of that kingdom : eleven hun- 
dred copies of which were fold off in one day, fo great was 
the curiofity of the public in that part cular. Afterwards in 
the Poftboy of Jan. 17, 1718-19, he publiflied an adver- 
tifement to jufiify his charader againft reports which had 
been fpread to\hi$ difad vantage; and he did not fcruple to 
declare in all companies, that his life was attempted by his 
enemies, which deterred him from attending his feat in par- 
liament. His behaviour about this time made many of his 
friends conclude him delirious; his paffions were certainly 
very ftrong, nor were his vanity and jealoufy lefs fo. Mr. 
Addifon, who had refigned the feals, and was retired into 
the country for the fake of his health, found it impoiSble to 
item the tide of oppofition, which was every where running 
againft his kinfman, through the influence and power of the 
duke of Bolton ; and therefore diffuadcd him in the ftrongcft 
terms from publifhing his cafe ; but to no manner of piir- 
pofe, which made him tell a friend in great anxiety, that 
** Mr. Budgell was wjfer than any man he ever knew, and 
** yet he fuppofed the world would hardly believe, that he 
«* afled contrary to his ad vice.*' 

Mr. Budgell's great and noble friend the lord Halifax, 
to vihom in 1713 he had dedicated a Tranflation of Theo- 
phraftus's Chara^ers, was dead ; and lord Orrery, who held 
him in the higheft efteem, had it not in his power to ferve 
him. Mr. Addifon had indeed. got a promife from lord Sun- 
derland, that as foon as the prefent clamor was a little abated, 
he would do fomething for him : but that gentleman's death, 
happening in 171 9, put an end to all hopes of fucceeding 
at court, where he continued neverihclcfs to make feveral at- 
tempts. 
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temptSi but was conftantly kept down by the weight of the 
duke of Bolton. In the year 1720, the fatal year of the 
South Sea, Mr. Budgell was almoft ruined, for he loft above 
20,000 1. in it. He tried afterwards to get into parliament 
at fevcral places, and fpent 5000 1, more in imfuccefsful at- 
tempts, which compleated his ruin. And from this period 
he began to behave and live in a different manner from what 
. he had done before; wrote libellous pamphlets againft Sir 
Rol^rt Walpole and the miniftry, and did manvunjuft things 
in regard to his relations, being diftrifted in his own private 
fortune, as indeed he was judged to be in his fenfes. In the 
year 1727, Mr. Budgell had a 1000 1. given him by the late 
Sarah dutchefs dowager of Marlborough, to whofe hu(band . 
the famous duke of Marlborough he was relation by his mo- 
ther's fide, with a view to his getting into parliament. She 
knew that he had a talent for fpeaking in public, that he was 
acquainted with bufmefs, and would probably run any lengths 
agaioA the miniflry. But this fcheme failed, for he could 
never get chofen. In the year 1730 he clofed in with the 
writers againft the adniiniftration, and wrote many papers 
in the Craftfman. He publi(hed alfo about the faine time 
many other pieces of a political nature. In the year 1733, 
he began a weekly pamphlet called The Bee, which he con- 
tinued for about a hundred numbers, that bound into eight 
volumes, 8vo. During the progrefs of this work. Dr. Tin- 
dal's death happened, by whofe will Mr. Budgell had 2000 1. 
left him ; and the world being furprized at fuch a gift from 
a man intirely unrelated to him, to the exclufion of the next 
heir, a nephew and the Continuator of Rapin's Hiftory of 
England, immediately imputed it to his making the will him-* 
fclf. Thus the fatyrifl : 

Let Budgell charge low Grub-ftreet on my quill. 
And write whate'cr he pleafe except my will. 

?OPB. 

It was thought he had fome hand in publilhing Dr. Tindal^s 
Chrifliantty as old as the Creation ; for he often talked of 
another additional volume on the fame fubjedt, but never 
publifhed it. However he ufed to enquire very frequently 
after Dr. Coneybeare's health, who had been employed by 
her late majefty to anfwer the firft volume, knd, rewarded 
with the deanery of Chrift Church for his pains; faying, 
•* he hoped Mr. Dean would live a little longer, that he 
** might have the pleafure of making him a bifhop j for he 

« in-^ 
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*^ intended very foon to publifh the other volume of Tindal, 
* • which wrould certainly do the bufinefs." 

After the ceflation of the Bee, Mr. Budgell became fo in- 
volved in law-fuits, that he was reduced to a very unhappy 
fituation. He got himfelf called to the bar, and attended for 
fome time in the courts of law ; but finding himfelf inca- 
pable of making any progrefs, and being diftrefled to the 
utmoft, he determined at length to make away with him- 
felf. Accordingly in the year 1 736, he took a boat a( So- 
mcrfet flairs, after filling his pockets with flones, and or- 1 

dered the waterman to (hoot the bridge ; and while the boat 
was going under, threw himfelf into the river, where he 
perifhed immediately. ' Several days before he had been vifi- 
bly difbaded in his mind, and almofl mad, which makes 
fuch an adlion the lefs wonderful. He waa never married^ 
but left one natural daughter behind him^ viho afterwards 
took his name, and was htely an adrefs at Drury-lane. 
The morning before-he committed this adl upon himfelf, he 
endeavoured to pcrfuade this lady to accompany him ; which 
£he however ver)' wifdy refufed. Upon his beauroe was 
found^a flip of paper, on which were written thcfe words: 

What Cato did> and Addifon approved. 
Cannot be wrong. 

Mr. Budgell as a writer is very agreeable and deferving ; 
not argumentative or deep, but very ingeniotis and ta» 
tertaining : . and his ftile is fo peculiarly elegant, that it 
may in that refped be almofl: ranked with Addifbn's» 
and Is certainly fuperior to that of moft Englifh writers. 

BUFALMACO (Boramico) an eminent Italian painter, 
who was as pleafant ip his convcffaiion, as he was ingenious 
in his compofitions. A friend, vdiofe name was Bruno, con- 
fulting him one day how he might give more expreiBon to 
1^18 fubje£l, Bufulmaco anfwered, thkt be had nothing to do^ 
but to make the words come out of the mouths of bb figures 
by labels, on which they might be written. Bruno,»think- 
ing him in earnefl, did fo, as feveral fooliib painters did af-* 
ter him ; who, improvins upon Brufio^ added anfwers ta 
queftions, and made their ngures enter into a kind of conver- 
fatioQ. Bu(almaco died in the year 1340. 

BULL, 
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BULL (George) bilhop of St. David'j, defcended from 
C^seBall, ^" ancient family in SomerfetOiire, and born at Wells in th^ 
Jkc. by Ro^ county, March 25, 1634. His father dying when he was 
lertNelfon, but four years old, he was left with an eftate of 200I. a year, 
*^ ^* to the care of guardians, by whom he was firft placed at a 
grammar fchool in Wells, and afterwards at the frce-fchool 
of I'iverton in Devonfliire. He was entered a commoner 
W«oa. in Exeter college, Oxford, July 10, 1648. Being now 
tranfpianted from the ftrideft difcipline to more manly libcny, 
he negleded his ftudies to purfue pleafure; b.t flill his ge- 
nius difcovered itfelf. As he had naturally a clofe ftrong way 
of reafoning, he (bon made himfelf mailer of logic, and 
gained the reputation of a fmart difputant. Refufmg to take 
the oath to the commonwealth of England, (a) he retired in 
January 1649, ^^^^ ^^^ tutor Mr. Ackland, to North -Cad- 
bury in Somerfet(hirc. In this retreat, which lafted till he 
was 19 years of age, he had frequent converfation with one 
of his fitters, whofe good fenfe and incomparable parts were 
directed by the moft folid piety. By her afFeflionate recom- 
mendation to her brother of that religion her own condu£t 
ft) much adorned, (he won him from every tinflure of light- 
nefs and vanity, and influenced him to a ferious iprofecution 
Kclion. of his ftudies. He now put himfelf, by the advice of 
his guardians, under the care, and boarded in the 
houfe of Mr. William Thomas, (b) reflor of Ubley 
in Somerfetfhire, from whom he received little or no real 
improvement ; but the acquaintance he made with his tutor's 
fon Mr. Samuel Thomas made fome amends : This gentle- 
man perfuaded Mr. Bull to read Hooker, Hammond, Taylor, 
and Epi-copius, with which he fupplied him, though at the 

(a) The kingly office being abo- law, and to be difabled from faing 

lifhed upon the murther of king in any.court. Nelfon's life of bUhop 

^harles I. it was declared, that for Bull. 

the time to come England (hould be (b) This gentleman then was ift 

governed as a commonwealth by par- great reputation for his piety, and 

liament ; and this oath was prepar- efteemed one of the chief miniders of 

ed, and ordered to be taken by the his time in the neighbourhood whei» 

fubjeds, that they would be true and he lived ; he Was always reckoned a 

faithful to the commonwealth of puritan, and clofed with the prefby 

England, as it was then edabliihed, terian meafures in 1 642, and was 

without a king or houfe of lords, appointed an afliftant to the com- 

Whoever refufed to take this engage- miffloners for cjeding fuch whom 

ment, was difqualified thereby from they called fcandalous, ignorant, aad 

holding any place or office in the infufficient minifters and fchoohnaf- 

church or in ftate 5 and they who ters. He lived to be cjc^ed himfelf 

had no employment to lofe, were to for nonconformity, and died Ui 

be deprived of the benefit of the 1667. Nelfon. 

hazard 
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hazard of his father's difpleafurc, who never found any of 
thofe books in his ftudy without difcovering vifible marks of 
his difpleafure, and eafily guefling from what q-jarter they 
came, would often fay, ' My fon will corrupt Mr. Bull.* 
About two years after he had quitted Mr. Thomas, he was 
by Dr. Skinner the eje£led bilhop of Oxford, ordained dea- 
con and prieft in one day, being at that time twenty^one 
years of age ; after which he accepted the benefice of St. 
George's near Briftol, worth about 30 1. a year. A little 
occurrence, foon after his com ng to this living, co tributed 
greatly to eftablifli his reputation as a preacher. One Sun- 
day, when he had begun his fermon, as he was turning over 
his bible to explain fome texts of fcripture, which he had 
quoted, his notes, which were wrote on feveral fmall pieces of 
paper, flew out of his bible into the middle of the church : 
many of the congregation fell into laughter, concluding that 
their young preacher would be nonplufled for want of mate- v 

rials ; but fome of the more fober and better-natured fort ga- 
thered up the fcattered notes, and carried them to him in the 
pulpit. Mr. Bull took them ; and perceiving that moft of 
the audience, confiding chiefly of fea-faring perfons, were 
rather inclined to triumph over him under that furprife, he 
clapped them into his book again, and (hut it, and then, 
without referring any more to them, went on with the fubjedt 
he had begun. Another time while he was preaching, aNelfon. 
quaker came into the church, and in the middle of the fer- 
mon, cried out, ^ George, come down, thou art a falfe pro- 
* phet and an hireling ;' whereupon the parifliioners, who ^^^^ 
loved their minifter exceedingly, fell upon the poor quaker 
^vith fuch fury, as obliged Mr. Bull to come down out of 
the pulpit to quiet them, and to fave him from the efFeds of 
their refentment : after which, he went up again and finiflied 
his fermon. The prevailing fpirit of thofe times would not 
admit of the public and regular ufe of the book of Common- 
Prayer; but Mr. Bull formed all his public devotions out of 
the book of Common- Prayer, and was commended as a per- 
fon who prayed by the fpirit, by many who condemned the 
Common-prayers as a beggarly element and carnal perform- 
ance. A particular inftance of this happened to him, upon 
his being fent for to baptize the child of a diflenter itj his 
parifh. Upon this oceaiion, he made ufe of the office of 
haptifm as prefcribed by the chur(;h of England, which he 
i had got intirely by heart, and which he went through with 
fo much readinefs, gravity, and devotion, that the whole 
I company were extrcamly afFe(S\ed. After the ceremony, the 
1 Vol. II. E e father 
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father of the child returned him a great many thanks, Im" 
mating at the fame time, with how much greater edification 
thofe prayed, who intirely depended upon the fpirit of God 
for his alfiflance in their extempore efFufions, than they did 
who tied themfelves up to premeditated forms ; and that, if 
he had not made the (ign of the cro^s, the badge of poperj, 
as he called it, nobody could have formed the Teaft objelSion 
to his excellent prayers. Upon which Mr. Bull (hewed him 
the office of baptifm in the liturgy, wherein was contained 
every prayer he had ufed on that occafion ; which with other 
arguments offered by Mr. Bull, in favour of the ConMnon- 
Prayer, wrought fo efFedlually upon the good old man, and 
his whole family, that froiji that time they became conftanC 
attendants on the publick fcrvice of the church. 

In 1658, Mr. Bull married a daughter of Mr. Alexander 
Gregory, minifter of Cirencefler, and the fame year was 
prefented by the lady Pool to the reflory of Suddington St. 
Mary near Cirenccfter. In 1659, being privy to the defigns 
in favour of king Charles, his houfe was chofe for one of the 
places of meeting. After the refloration in 1662, he was 
prefented by the lord chancellor to the vicarage of Sudding- 
ton St. Peters, at the requeft of his diocefan. Dr. Nicholfon 
biftop of Gloucefler. During the twenty feven years Mr. 
Bull was redor of Suddington, he compofed moft of his 
works, feveral trails of which are entirely loft through his 
own negleft in preferving them. In 1669, he publifhed his ' 
Harmonia Apoflolica. In 167^, came abroad his Examcn 
Cenfurae, &C. and Apologia pro Harmonia ; in anfwer to two 
authors who had written againfl his apoftolical harmony. 
About three years after, he was promoted by the earl of Not- 
tingham, then lord chancellor, to a prebend in the church of 
Glouccfter. In 1685, he publifhed his Defenfio fidei Nicena?. 
Five years after the publication of this book, Mr. Bull was 
prefented by Philip Sheppard, efq; to tfie living of Avening 
in Glouceflerfhire, worth 200I. a year. 

June the loth, the univerfity of Oxford, for the great fer- 
vices he had done the whole church, by his excellent defence 
of the Nicean faith, conferred on him the degree of doSor of 
divinity ; and the 2oth of the fame month,' he was inflalied 
into the archdeaconry of LlandafF, to which he was preferred 
by arcbbifhop Sancroft. He preached very warmly againft 
popery in king James the lid's reign, and after the fevolu- 
tion was put into the commiflion of the peace. In i694> 
while re«5lor of Avening, he publifhed his Judicium ecclefiae 

Caiho* 
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V CathoHcie (c). tits laft work was Prinritiva apofiolica tra* 
ditto dogmatis in ecclefia cacholice recepti de J. C. falvatoris 
jioflri divinatione; which with his other Latin work$ was 
printed in 1703. (o) April 29, 1705, he was promoted to 
the foe of St^. Davids. A few months after his confecration 
he went down to his diocefe, wher0 he conftantly after rc- 
fided till he left the world, February 17th, 1709. Of ele- 
ven children only two furvived him. All his works have been 
publifhed fince his d^ath by Mr. Nelfon, who gives him the 
feUowing character. He was tall of Mature, and in his younger 
years thin and pale, but fuller and more fanguine in the mid- 
dle and latter part of his age ; his fight quick and ftrong, and 
his confiitution firm and vigorous, till indefatigable reading, 
and nodurnal i^udies had impaired, and at length quite ex* 
tinguiflied the one, and fubjeded the other to many infirmi- 
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(c) Mr. Ndr(Dii>^':lbon after the 
publication of his work, Tent it as a 
prefent to Mr. BolTuet, biihop of 
Meaux. That prelate communicated 
it to fevera} other French bifhops, the 
reiult of which, was, that Mr. Nel- 
fon was defired, in a letter from the 
biOiop of Meaux, not only to return 
Dr. Bull his humble thanks, but the 
unfeigned congratulations alfo of the 
\<^hoIe clergy of France, then af- 
feonbled at St. Germains, for the great 
fervice he had done to the cathclick 
church, in fo well defending her de- 
termination, c6ncerning the neoeffity 
of Relieving the divinity of the fon 
of God. In that letter the biAiop of 
Meaux expreffes himfelf in the foU 
lowing terms : * Dr. BulVs perform- 

* ance is admirable, the matter he 
* . treats of could not be explained 
' with greater learning and judg- 

* m'ent, but there is one thing I 

* wonder at, which is, that fo great 
' a man, wh() fpeaks fo advatitage- 

* oufly of the church, of fatvation 

* Which it obtained only in unity 

* with her, and of the infallible af- 

* fiftance of the Holy Ghoft in the 

* council of Nice, whi< h infers the 
' fame afliftance for all others af- 

* fennbled in* the ftme church, can 
' continue a moment without ac- 

* knowledging her. Or, let him tell 
^ mc, fir, what he means by the 
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ttrm catholic church ? Is it the 
church of Rome, and thofe that 
adhere to her ? Is it the church of 
England ? Is it a confufed heap of 
' focieties, feparated the one from 
' the other ? And how can they be 
' that kingdom of Chrifl, not divi* 
' ded againlt itfelf, and which fhall 
' never perifh ? It would be a great 

* fatisfa^ion to me to receive fome 

* anfwer upon this fobjeft, that might 

* explain the opinion of fo weighty 

* aiid folid an author ?' Dr. Bull an- 
fwered the queries propofed in this 
letter ; but jul) as his anfwer came 
to Mr, Nelfon's hands, the bifliop 
died. However, Dr. Bulls Anfwer 
was publifhed, and a fecond edition 
printed at London, 1707, in xzmo, 
under the following title : The cor^ 
ruptions of the church of Rome, in 
relation to ecclefiaftical government, 
the rule of faith, and form of divine 
worfhip : In anfwer to the biihop of 
Meaux's Queries. 

(d) In one volume in folio ; un- 
der the care and infpe£t|on of Dh 
John Emeft Grabe, the author's age 
and infirmities difaBririg" him froiA 
undertaking this edition. The ing^ 
nious editor added many learned an- 
notations, and an excellent preface. 

All his works have been published 
together, in folio, flnce hUf death bjr 
Mr. Nelfon« 
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tics ; for his fi£^ht failed him intircly, and hi« ftrcngth to a 
great degree, fomc years before he died. But whatever bo- 
dily difpofitions he contra£ied, his head was always free, and 
remained unafF(£led to thelaft. In the temperature and com- 
plexion of his body, that of melancholy feemed to prevail, 
but never fo far as to indifpofe him for ftudy and converfation. 
The vivacity of his natural temper expofed him to fliarp and 
fudden fits of anger, which were of but (hort continuance, 
and fufficienlly attoned for by the goodnefs and tendernefs of 
his nature towards all his domefticks. He had a firmnefs and 
conftancy of mind, which made him not eafily moved, when 
he had once fixed his purpofes and refolutions. He had early 
a true fenfe of religion ; and though he made a fhort excur- 
iion into the paths of vanity, yet he was intirely recovered a 
confiderable time before he entered into holy orders* His 
great learning was tempered with that modeft and humble 
opinion of it, that made it (hine with greater luftre. His ac- 
tions were no lefs inftruftive than his converfation ; for his 
cxadl knowledge of the holy fcriptures, and the writings of 
the primitive fathers of the church, had fuch an influence up- 
on his pradice, that it was indeed an intire, and beautiftd 
image of the prudence and probity, fimplicity and benignity, 
.humility and charity, purity and piety, of the primitive 
chriftians. During his laft ficknefs, his admirable patience 
under exquifitc pains, and his continual prayers, made it evi- 
dent that his mind was much fuller of God than of his ill- 
nefs ; and he entertained thofe that attended him with fuch 
lively deicriptions of religion, and another world, as if be 
had a much clearer view than ordinary of what he be- 
lieved. 

Ward's Hvw BULL (John) was defcendcd from a family of that name 
feirlrs of^' '^^ Somerfetfhire, and born about the year 1563. Having 
Grefliam- early difcovered a genius for mufick, he was placed when very 
college, p. young, undcr Mr. William Blithcman, an eminent mafler in 
'^^' that fcience, and organifl in the chapel to queen Elizabeth. 

July 9, 1^86, he was admitted batchelor of mufick at Ox- 
ford ; which, according to Mr. Wood he had pradifed for 
fourteen years. Wood adds, * that he would have proceed- 

* ed in that univerfity, had he not met with clowns and ri- 

* gid puritans there, that could not endure church mufick/ 
He took the degree of doStor of mufick- at Cambridge ; and 
in 159 19 on the death of Mr. Blitheman, was appointed or- 
ganift of the queen's chapel. In the year following, he was 
incorporated dodlor of mufick at Oxford. Upon the cfta- 
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bliflbment of Grefham college. Dr. Bull was chofen the firft 
profeflbr of mufick there about the beginning of March 1596, Wood, 
by the recommendation of queen Elizabeth, and not being "^' ^"^"* 
able to fpeak in Latin, he was permitted to deliver his lec- 
tures altogether in Englifli : In 1601, his health being fo far 
impaired, that he was unable to perform the duty of his 
place, he went to travel, hav-ing obtained leave to fubftitute 
a deputy. He continued abroad above a year, during which 
interval, the remarkable occurrence related, of him by Mr. 
Wood probably happened. The ftory as he tells it is thus. 

* Dr. Bull took occafion to go incognito into France and 
ft Germany. At length, hearing of a famous mufician be- 
« longing to a certain cathedral (at St. Omers as 1 have heard) 

* he applied himfelf as a novice to him, to learn fomethjng 

< of his faculty, and to fee and admire his works. This 

< mufician, after fome difcourfe had pafled between them, 
« conduced Bull to a veftry, or mufick fchool, joining to the 
« cathedral, and (hewed to him a leflTon or fong of forty parts, 

. < and then made a vaunting challenge to any perfon in the 

* world to add one more part to them 5 fuppofing it to be fo 

< complete and full, that it was impoflible for any mortal 

< man to correal or add to it. Bull thereupon defiring the 

< ufe of ink and ruled paper, fuch as we call mufical paper, 

< prayed the mufician to lock him up in the fchool for two or 

* three hours ; which being done, not without great difdain 

* by the mufician ; Bull, in that time, or lefs, added forty 

< more parts to the faid lefllbn or fong. The mufician there- 

< upon being called in, he viewed, tried it, and retried it. 

< At length he burft out into a great extafy, and fwore by thfe 

* great God, that he that added thofe forty parts muft either 
« be the devil or Dr. Bull. Whereupon Bull making him- 

* felf known, the mufician fell down and adored him. Af- 

< terwards continuing there, and in thofe parts for a time, he 
« became fo much admired, that he was courted to accept 

< of any place or preferment, fuitable to his profeffion, either 

< within the dominions of the emperor, king of France, or 
« Spain, But the tidings of thefe tranfaftions coming to the 

* Englifli court, queen Elizabeth commanded him home/ 
That part of the ftory, relating to the forty parts, faid tabard, 
have been added by Dr. Bull, in two or three hours, has " 
been rejc£led by our beft artifts in mufick, as a thing wholly 
improbable. And the account they give of it as handed down 

to them by tradition, is this, that the leflbn or fong, when 
delivered to the dodor, confifted of fixteen parts, to which 
he added four others. This, confidering the fulnefs of th^ 
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piece before, and the fhortnefs of time in which be msiie 
thofe additions, is efteenaed by them an cjctraordinary per« 
formance« and what might juftly occafion the greateft fur- 
prize in the mufician upon the firft fight of it. 

After the death of queen Elizabeth, he became chief orga<v 
nift to king James I. December 20. ib97> he reiigned bis 
profeflbrihip of Grefbam- college, but for. what reafon is not 
known. The reign of queen Elizabeth brought forth a no- 
ble birth, as of all learned men, fo of famous compofers in 
church- muitck. This was very probably owing to the en* 
couragement given by that princefs to this art in common 
with others, as well by her example as favotn^ ; for ibe was 
not only a lover of mufick, but likewife (killed in it herfclf : 
but the efteem of th^t fcience began to fink very much in 
the following reign ; fo that feveral mafters, in publiihing 
their compoutionSy complain of the great want of court pa* 
trons at that time, and therefore dedicate their works to one 
Ward. another. This might probably induce Dr. Bull afterwards 
to leave England, upon finding kfs regard (hewn to his art 
here than had been formerly. In 1613, he went into the 
Netherlands, where he was received into the fervice of the 
archduke. Mr. Wood fays, ' he died at Hamburgh, or, asf 
^ others, who remember him, have faid, at Lubeck/ His 
eminent abilities in his profeffion, and the great regard which 
was (hewn to his compofitions, may in fome meafiire appear 
from the number and variety of his pieces that are yet pre- 
served, a lift of which may be feen in Mr. Ward's life of 
the do£ior. 

BULLI ALDUS (Ismabl) a very celebrated aftronomei* 
9nd philofopher, was born at Laon in the ifle of France, on 
the 28th of September 1605. He travelled in his youth for 
the fake of improving himfelf in natural knowledge ; and af- 
terwards publiflied feveral works, i. pe natura lucis, at 
Paris, in 1638. 2. Philolaus: divided into four books; in 
which he endeavours to eftablilh the Philolaic fyftem of the 
world, which Copernicus had revived. This was printed at 
Amfterdam in 1639, 3. Aftronomia Philolaica; opus lio- 
vum, in quo ^notus phmetarum per novam et veram hypothe-i 
fin demonftrantur, &c. Additur no v us methodu^ computandi 
eclipies folares, &c. Paris 1645. In the prolegomena to this 
work, he defcrihes curforily the rife and progrefs of aftrono^ 
my, He takes particular notice of Kepler, whofe fagacit]^ 
in cftablifliing the fyftem of the work! be greatly admires j 
yet complaiois of hicp, and juiUy, for ibm^limes de&ning 
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^geomctrical, and having recourfe to phyfical folutlons. Ric- 
ciolus in the Preface to his Almageft, tells iis, that Bullialdus ^^'"^s* 
had fcarcely publiflicd his New method of calculating eclipfes, °^' ^' 
vrhen he had the mortification to obfervc an ecJipfe of tbe^ 
fun, deviating confiderably from his own palculations. This 
eclipfe happened upon the2iftof Auguft in 1645. 4. Aftro* 
nomi«e Philolaicx fundamenta clarius explicata & aflerta ad- 
verfus Zothi Wardi impugnationem. Paris 1657. In the be- 
ginning of this work, he (hewed from four eftablilhed obser- 
vations of Tycho Brahe, that Ward's hypothefis could be 
brought to agree with the phaenomena of Mars. This was 
Seth Ward, bifliop of Exeter, and afterwards of Salifbury. 
Bulliaidus publifhed alfo another piece or two upon geome- 
try and Arithmetic. In the year 1661, he paid Hevelius a 
vifit at Dantzic, for the fake of feeing his optical and aftro- 
nomical apparatus; Afterwards he became a prefbytcr at Pa- 
ris, and died there upon the 25th of November 1694. 

• 

BULLEYN (William) a learned phyfician and botanift 
in the reigns of king Edward VI. queen Mary, and queen 
Elizabeth, was defcended from ^n ancient family, and born 
in the Ifle of Ely about the beginning of Henry the Vlllth's 
reign. He was bred up at the univerfity of Cambridge, a^Jj^^grit 
fome fay ; at Oxford according to others ; but the truth feems HibernicaV 
to be, that both thofe nurferies of learning had a fhare in 
his education. We know but little of this perfon, though 
he was famous in his profefSon, and a member of the col- 
lege of phyficians in London, except what we are able to col- 
led from his wprks. Tanner fays, that he was a divine as 
well as a phyfician j that he wrote a book againft tranfub- 
ftantiation; and that in June 1550, he was induced into the 
redlory of Blaxhall in SuiFolk, which he refigned in Novem- 
ber 1554. From his works we learn, that he had been a 
traveller over feveral parts of Germany, Scotland, and efpe- 
cially England ; and he feems to have made it his bufinefs, to 
acquaint himfelf with the natural hiftory of each place, with 
the produfls of their foil, efpecially vegetables. It appears, 
however, that he was more permanently fettled at Durham, 
where he prafliced phyfick with great reputation j artd, a- 
mong others of the moft eminent inhabitants, was ii\ great 
favour with fir Thomas Hilton, knight, baron of Hilton, to 
whom he dedicated a book in the laft year of queen Mary's 
reign* In the year 1660, he went to London; where, to 
his infinite furprife, he found himfelf accufed, by Mr. W'lU 
Ji^m Hilton of Biddick, of having murdered his Mother, the 
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baron aforefaid ; -who really died among his own friends, of 
a malignant fever. The innocent do<Stor was eafily cleared ; 
yet did not his enemy ccafe to thirft after his blood, but hired 
fomc ruffians to aflaflinate him. But this alfo proving inef- 
fectual, the fa d William Hilton arretted Dr. Bulleyn in an 
7>r. Bol- aftion, and confined him in prifon a long lime ; where he 
Icyn's pT«- wrote fome of thofe medical trcatifes, which (hall be men- 
p7^**u*% tioned juft now. He was a very learned, experienced, and 
pcfcnce,&c ^^'^ phyfician. He was very intimate with the works of the 
ancient phyficians anc^ natural id"?, both Greek, Roman, and 
Arabian. He was alfo a man of probity and piety ; and, 
though he lived in the times of popery, does not appear to 
have been tainted with its principles. He died upon the 7th 
of January 1576, and was buried in the fa. ne grave with his 
brother R'chard Bulleyn a divine, who died thirteen years be- 
fore, in the church of Giles Cripplegate. There is an in- 
fcription on their tomb, with (bme Latin verfes in praife of 
them, wherein they are faid to be men famous for their learn- 
ing and piety : of Dr. Bulleyn particularly it is faid, that he 
was always ready to accommodate the poor, as well as the 
rich, with medicines for the relief of their diftempers. 

He wrote, i. «^ The government of health." 1558, 8vo. 
2. ** Regimen againft the pleurify." 1562, 8vo. 3. *' Bul- 
** wark of defence againft all ficknefs, forenefs, and wounds, 
** that daily aflault mankind," &c. 1562, folio. This work 
confifts of, firft, ** The book of compounds,*' with a tabic 
of their names, and the apothecaries rules or terms ; fecond- 
ly, " The book of the ufe of fick men and medicines," 
before which is prefixed, a wooden print of an old man, in 
a fur gown, and a flat bonnet, his purfe or fcrip by his fide, 
fiipporting himfelf on his ftaff, and a death's head at his feet. 
Thefe are both compofed in dialogues between ficknefs and 
health. ,Then follows, thirdly, *« The book of fimples," 
being an Herbal in the form of a dialogue ; at the end of 
which are the wooden cuts of fome plants, and of fomc lim- 
becks or ftills ; and, fourthly, ** A dialogue between fore- 
** nefsand chirurgery, concerning impoftumations and wounds, 
•' and their caufes and cures." This tra<Sl has three wooden 
cuts in it ; one rcprcfenting a man's body on the forepart, 
full of fgres and fwellings ; the other, in like manner, behind; 
the third is alfo a human figure, in which the veins are feen, 
directed to, and named, which are to be opened in phlebo- 
tomy. 4. " A dialogue both pleafant and pitiful, wherein is 
*< fhewed a god!y regtmen ap:alnft the plague, with confola- 
•* lauons iind comfort againft death." 1564, 8vo. Some 
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other pieces of a fmaller nature are afcribed to Dr. BuITeyn ; 
but as they are of very little confequence, we do not think it 
worth while to be minute in our inquiries about them, 

BULLINGER (Henry) was bom at Brengarten, a vil- 
lage near Zurech, in Switzerland, the 1 8th of July, 1504. 
At the age of twelve he was fent by his father to Embrick, 
to be inlTrufted in grammar-learning. -After continuing here 
three years^ he went to Cologn. At this time his father to 
make him feel for the diftrefles of others, and be more frugal 
and modeft in his drefs, and temperate in his diet, with- 
drew that money with which he was wont to fupply him, fo 
that Bullinger was forced, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times, to fubfift on the alms he got by finging from door to 
door. At Cojlogn he ftudied logic, and comrhenced batchc- 
lor of arts at fixteen years old. He afterwards betook him- 
felf to the ftudy of divinity and canon law, and to the read- 
ing of the fathers. He had early formed a defign of turning 
Carthufian, but the writings of Melan£lhon, and other re- 
formers, made him change his refolution, and gave him a 
diflike to the doftrines of the church of Rome, from which, 
however, he did not immediately fcparate. In 1522, he 
commenced matter of arts, and returning home, he fpent 
a year in his father's houfe, wholly employing himfelf in his 
ftudies. The year after, he was called by Jonar abbot of 
Kapella near Zurich, to teach in his convent, which he did 
with great reputation, for four years. He was very inftru- 
niental in caufing the reformation of Zuevius to be received, 
A. D. 1526, in the abbey of Kapella. In IS27, he attended 
the lefiures of Zuinglius at Zurich, during five months. He 
was with Zuinglius at the famous difputation held at Bern 
in 1^28. The year following, he was called to be minifter 
of the proteftant church, in his native place at Bengarten, 
and married a wife, who brought him fix fons, and iive 
daughters, and died in 1564. He met with great oppofition 
from the papifts aud anabaptifts in his parifli. The viSory 
gained by the Romifh cantons over the proteftants in a battle 
fought 1521, forced him, together with his father, brother, 
and colleague, to fly to Zurich, where he was chofen paftor 
in the room of Zuinglius, flain in the late battle. He died 
September 17, 1575. Befides printed works, which fill ten 
volumes, he left many in manufcript. He greatly affifted 
the Englifli divines who fled into Switzerland from the per- 
fecution raifed in England by queen Mary. His confutation 
of the pope's bull excommunicating queen Elizabeth, has 
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been tranflatcd into Englifli.. The magiflrates of Zur»ch» by 
his perfualion, ere^^ed a new college in 153-^*. He alfa pre- 
vailed with them to ered, in a place that had formerly i^en 
a nunnery, a new fchool, in which fifteen youths were train- 
ed up under an able mailer, and fupplied with food, raiment, 
and other necefTaricSr In 15491 he by his influence, hinder- 
ed the Swifs from renewing their league with Henry IL of 
France i reprcfentine to them that it was r>eithcr juft nor law- 
ful for a man to fuSer himfelf to be hired to &ed another 
man's bootl, who generally was innocent, and fiocn whom 
himfelf had never received any injury. 

BUNEL (Peter) was born at Touloufe. He ftudied in 
the college of Coqueret at Paris, where he was diftinguifhed 
by his fine geniui. On his returning tp Touloufe, finding 
his family unable to maintain him, he went to Padua, where 
he was fupported by Eroilius Perrot. He was afterwards ta- 
ken into the family of Lazarus de Baif the French ^mbaiTa- 
dor at Venice, by whofe gcncrofity, he was qot only fubfifl-. 
ed, but enabled to ftudy the Greek tongue. Afterwards he 
ftudied Hebrew. George de Selve, bifliop of Lavaur, who 
fucceeded de Baif as ambaflador, retailed Bunel in bis fer- 
vice, and when his embafly was finiftied carried him with him 
to Lavaur. Upon the death of that prelate, which happened 
in 1541, Bunel returned to Touloufe, where he would have 
been reduced to the greateft indigence, had not iVlel&eurs de 
Faur, the patrons of virtue and fcience, extended their libe- 
rality to him unalked* One of thefe gentlemen appointed 
him tutor to his fons i but whilft he was making the tour of 

Meren. Italy with them, he was cut ofF at Turin by a fever, in the 
yearii>46, aged 47. Mr. Bayle fays, thai he was one of 
the politeft writers of the Latin tongue in the fixteenth cen- 
tury i but though he was advantageouily diflingui(hcd by the 
eloquence of his Ciceronian ftile,he was ftill more fo by the 
ftri(5lne(s of his nrK>rals, The magiflrates of bis native town 
of 7 ouloufe fet up a marble ftatue to his memory in their 
town-houfe. He left fome Latin epiflles written with the 
utmoft purity, which were firft publiflved by Charles Stephens 
ini52i, and afterwards by Henry Stephen* in 1581. Ano- 

IbM. thcr, Uit a riiore incorre<3 edition, was printed at Touloufe 

in 1687, with notes by Mr. Gravero, advocate of Nimes* 

Continuati- BUNYAN (JoHx) autbor of the juftly admired allegory 
hfe^Cork ^^ ^^^ Pilgrim's pro^refs, was born at Eliiow, near Bedford^ 
Vol. Ti.' ^' ^^ year 1628. His pareatSj thpvgh very {ncan^ took care to 
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give him that letrning which '^^^ fuitable to their con jition^ 
bringing him up to read and write ; he quickly forgot both^ 
abandoning himielf to all manner of wickednef^, but not 
without frequent checks of confcicnce. One day being at 
play with his companbns (the writer of his life tells us) a 
voice fuddenly darted from heaven into his foul, faying, 
« Wilt thou leave thy fins and go to heaven, or have thy 
* fins and go to helj.' This put him into fuch a coofterna- 
tion, that he immediately left his fport, and looking up to 
heaven, thought he faw the Lord Jefijs looking down upon 
him, as one highly difpleafed with him, and threatening him 
with fome grievous piinilhment for his ungodly praflices. At 
another time, whilft he was belching out oaths, he was fe« 
vcrely reproved by a woman, who was herfelf a notorious 
finner, who told him be was the ughe(l fellow for fw^aring 
that ever flie heard in all her life, that he was able to fpoil- 
all the youth of the town, if they came but into his compa^ 
ny. This reproof coming from a woman whom he knew to 
be very wicked, filled him with fecret fhame, and wrought 
inore with him than many that had been given him before by 
ihoCe that were fober and godly, and made htm, from that 
fime» very much refrain from it. His father brought him up 
to his own bufinefs, which was that of a tinker. Being a 
foldicr in the parliament army, at the fiege of Leicefler, in ' 
1645, he was drawn out to ftand centinel ; but another fol-fya^ 
dier of his company defired to take his place, to which he 
agreed, and thereby probably efcaped being (hot through the 
bead by a muflcet-ball, which took ofF his comrade. About 
the year 1655, he was admitted a member of a baptift con* 
gregation at Bedford, and foon after chofcn their preacher. 
in 1660, being convicted at the feflions of holding unlawful 
aflTemblies and conventicles, he was fentenced to perpetual 
baniftment, and in the mean time committed to goal, from^^'^- 
which he was difcharged after a confinement of twelve years 
and an half, by the compaffionate interpofition of Dr. Barlow, 
biibop of London. During his imprifonment, his own hand 
minifired to his neceflities, making many an hundred grofs of 
Jong'tagged thread laces, which he had learned to do fmce 
bis confinement. At this time he alfo wrote many of 
his trafts. Afterwards, being at liberty, he made it a gfeatjj^j. 
p^rt of his bufinefs to travel Jnto feveral parts of Kngland, 
to vifit and confirm the brethren, which procured him the 
q>ithet of bifhop Bunyan. When the declaration of James 
jL for liberty of confcience was puhliflied, he, by the con- 
fribtftioiis of hi$ followersj^ built a me^ting-houfe In Bedford, 

^nd 
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and preached conftantly to a numerous audience, iie died 

^^' in London of a fevcr^ on the 31ft of Auguft, 1688, aged 

fixty. He had by his wife four children, one of whom 

BoBjiii. named Mary, was blind. This daughter, he faid, lay 

nearer his heart whilft he was in prifon, than all the reft^ 

and that the thought of her enduring hardfliip would be 

fometimes almoft ready to break his heart, but that God great* 

jcrxKz. II. ly fupported him by thefc two texts of fcriptures, * Leave thy 

and Chap. « fathcrlefs children, I will preferve them alirc ; and let tby 

**• "• • widows truft in me. The Lord (aid, rerily it fball go 

* well with thy remnant ; verily I will caufc the enemy to 

* entreat thee well in the time of evil.' His works are col- 
le(9ed in two volumes in folio, printed at London in 1736-7, 
The continuator of his life, in the fecond of thofe volumes, 
tells us that ^ he appeared in countenance * to be of a flern 
^ and rough temper; but in his converfation mild and af- 

* fable ; not given to loquacity, or much difcourfe in com* 

* pany, unlefs fome urger^t occaAon required it; obferving 

* never to boaft of himfelf or his parts ; but rather ieem 

* low in his own eycSy and fubmit himfelf to the judgment 

* of others ; abhorring lying and fwearing ; being juft in all 

* that lay in his power to his word ; not feeking to revenge 

* injuries, loving to reconcile differences, and making friend- 

* fhip with all. He had a (harp quick eye; accompanied 

* with an excellent difcerning of perfons, being of good 

* judgment and quick wit As for his perfon, he was tall 

* of ftature, ftrong boned, though not corpulent : fomewhat 

* of a ruddy face, with fparkling e\'esy wearing his hair on 

* his upper-lip, after the old Britifh fa(hion ; his hair reddifh, 

* but in his latter days time had fprinklcd it with grey ; 

* his nofe well-fet, but not declining or bending, and his 

* mouth moderate large ; his forehead fomething high, and 

* his habit always plain and modeft.' 

BURNET, (Gilbert) bifliop of Salifbury, was born 
at Edinburgh, Sept. 18, 164.3. His father was the younger 
brother of an ancient family in Aberdeenfliire, and bred to 
the civil law, in which, though he made no (hining figure at 
the bar, his riiodefty depreffing too much his abilities, he 
raifed himfelf to fo great a reputation, that at the reftoration 
' of king Charles II. he was, in reward of his conftant attach* 

, ment to the royal party, appointed one of the lords of feflion 
at Edinburgh. His mother was fifler to the famous Sir Alex- 
ander Johnftoun, and a warm zealot for prefbytery, Mr. 
Burnet being out of employment, by reafon of his refufing 

to* 
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to acknowledge Cromwell's authority, took upon himrdf the 
charge of his fon's education, who at ten years of age was 
fent to the college of Aberdeen. His father, who ftill con- 
tinued to be his principal inAruAor, obliged him to rife tp 
his ftudies at four o'clock every morning ; by which means 
he contraded fuch a habit, as he never difcontinued till a 
few years before his death*, when age and infirmities rendered 
a greater proportion of reft neceffary to him. Thoigh his 
father had defigned him for the church, yet he would not 
divert him from purfuing his own inclination to civil and 
feudal law, to which ftudy he applied a whole year ; and 
received from it (he was often heard to fay) jufter notions Le Cicrc, 
concerning the foundation of civil fociety and government Ande^c 
than are maintained by fome divines. He altered his refolu- &mnderne» 
tion of profccuting this ftudy, and applied, with his father's tom. iii. 
warm approbatipn to that of divinity. In his hours of^'** 
amufement he ran through many volumes of hiftory, and, as 
he had a very ftrong conftitution and a prodigious memory, 
this clofe application was no inconvenience to him, fo that 
he made himfelf mafter of a vaft extent of learning, which 
he had ready for his ufe upon all occafions. At eighteen he 
was admitted a probationer or expe(flant preacher, and foon 
after an offer of a good benefice was made him, which he 
declined. In 1669, about two years after the death of his 
father^ he came into England, and, after fix months ftay at 
Oxford and Cambridge, returned to Scotland, which he foon 
left again to make a tour of fome months in 1664, in Hol- 
land and France. At Amfterdam, by the help of a Jewifh 
rabbi, he perfe<3ed himfelf in the Hebrew language ; and 
like wife became acquainted with the leading men of the dif- 
ferent perfuafions tolerated in that country, as Calvinifts, 
Armenians, Lutherans, Anabaptifts, Brownifts, Papifts, and 
Unitarians, amongfteach of which he ufed frequently (to de- 
clare, he met with men of fuch unfeigned piety and virtue, 
that he became fixed in a ftrong principle of univerfal cha- 
rity, and an invincible abhorrence of all feverities, on ac- J^*\*g°u*l** 
count of religious diflenfions. On his return 10 Scotland he of his Own 
was admitted into holy orders, by the bi(hop of Edinburgh, Times. 
in 1665, andprefented to the living of Saltoun. Thecondudl 
of the Scotch biftiopsfeemed to him unbecoming the epifcopal 
character, that he drew up a memorial of their abufes. In 
1668, he wais employed in negociating the fcheme of accom- ^ 
modation between the epifcopal and preft)yterian parties, and, 
by his advice, many of the latter were put into the vacant 
churches. The year following he was made divinity pro- OwnTimes* 

fefibr p. 280,281! 
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feflbr at Glafgow, where he continued four years and a half, 
equally hated by the zealots of both parties. In the frequent 
vifits he made to the dutchefs of Hamilton, he fo far gained 
her confidence as to be inftruded with the perufaf and ar- 
rangement of her papers, relating to her father's anti uncle's 
miniftry ; which put him upon writing Memoirs of the Dukes 
of Hamilton, and occafioned his being inWted to London by 
the earl of Lauderdale, who offered to furnifh him with fome 
anecdotes towards compiling thofe memoirs. During hh 
^a'h^'* ftay in London, we are told by his felf and fon, hfe was of- 
^ ' fered the choice of four bi(hopricks irt Scotland, which he 
refufcd. On his return fo Glafgow he married lady Mar- 
garet Kennedy, daughter to the earl of CafEles, a l^dy of 
great |:)iety and knowledge, highly edeemed by the prefby- 
terians, to whofe-fentimunts (he was ftrdngly incfined. As 
there was fome difparity in their age^, thai it might rctnaifi 
pad difpute, that this match was whoHy owing to incKna- 
tion not to avarice or amb tion, the day before their marriage 
our author delivered the lady a deed, whereby he renounced 
all pretenfion to her fortune, which was very confideraWe, 
and muft otherwife have fallen into his hands, (he herfdf hav- 
ing no intention to fecure it. In 1672, hepubtifiied, A Virt- 
dicaticn, &c. of the church and (rate of Scotland ; which 
at that junflure was looked upon as fo great a fervice, that he 
was again offered a bifhopric, and a promife of the ne« va- 
Ib. p. 682. ^^"^ arch-bifliopric, but did not accept of it, bccaufe he re- 
* marked, that the great defign of the court was to advance 
popery. In 1673, ^^ ^^^^ another journey fo London ; and, 
by the king's own nomination, after hearii^g him preach, 
was made one of his chaplains in ordinary. 

Upon his return to Scotland, he retired to his ftation at 
Glafgow, but was obliged the next year to return to cotn^t to 
Juftify himfelf agaifift the accufations Of duke Lauderdale, 
who had reprefented him as the caufe of the mifcarrtagcs of 
all the court meafures in Scotland. The kin]^ received him 
very coldly, and ordered his name to be ftruck out of the 
lift of chaplains ; yet, at the duke of York's intreaty, con- 
lb. p. C83. fented to hear what he could offer in his own juftincation, 
with which hefecmed to be fatisfied, Nevcrthelefs, as Lati- 
derdale had not dropt his refentment, Mr. Burnet, who was 
>^* told that his enemies had a defign to get him imprifoned, re- 
fi2;ncd his profeiror's chair at Glafgow and' refolved to fettle 
in LoM.Ioii. He preached in feveral churches, and had been 
a5lua!!v <h )Cc minikerof one, had not the eieftors been de^ 
terred t\jii\ it, by a meflage in the king's name. About this 

time 
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Imc the living' of Cripple-gate being vacant, the dean and 
hapten of St. Paul's (in whofe gift it was) hearing of his 
arcumftances anJ the hardfliips he had undergone, fent hijn 
n offer of the benefice, but as he had been informed of their 
Irft intention of conferring it on Dr. Fowler, he generoufly 
leclined it. In 1675, at the recommendation of lord Hollis, idem, ibid, 
Kk^hom he ha.i known in France, ambaflador at that court, he 
msLSj by Sir Harbottle Grimfione, matter of the rolls, ap- 
pointed preacher of the chapel there, notwithftanding the op- 
^ofifion of the court. He was foon after chofen a leflurer of 
St. Cfement's, and became one of the preachers that were 
moft followed in town In 1697, he publiflied his Hiftory 
of the Reformation, for which he had the thanks of both 
houfes of parliament. 

Two years after he printed the fecond volume, which met 
with the fame approbation as the firft. About this time he 
attended a fick perfon, who had been engaged in an amour 
with theearl of Rochefter. Themanner in which he treated her 
during her illnefs, gave that lord a great curiofiiy of being 
acquainted with him. Whereupon for a whole \^intcr, he 
fpent one evening in a week with Mr. Burnet, who dif- 
courfed with him upon all thofe topics, upon which fceptics 
and men of loofe morals attack the Chriftian religion. The 
happy efFed of tHefe conferences occafioned the publication 
of his account of the life and death of that earl. 

In 1682, when the adminiftration was changed in favour 
of the duke of York, being much reforted to by perfons of 
all ranks and parties, in order to avoid return'ng vifits, he 
built a laboratory, and went for above a year through a 
courfe of chemical experiments. Not, long after he refufed 
a living of three hundred a year offered him by the earl ofLife,p.69i. 
Eflex, on the terms of n t redding there, but in London. 
His behaviour at the lord Ruflel's trial, and his attendance on 
him jnprifon and at his execution, with the fufpicion of his 
being concerned in drawing up that nobleman's fpeech, having 
drawn on him the indignation of the court, he took a (hon 
tour to Paris, where unufual civilities were (hewn him by the 
king of France's exprefs dtreSion ; and he became acquaint- ^^j ^., 
ed with feveral eminent perfons ; butnot thinking it right to 
be longer abfent from the duties of his calling, he returned 
to London, and that very year, in purfuance of the king's 
mandate, was difcharged from his lefturefliip at St. Clements, 
and having, on the fifth of November 1684, preached a fer- 
mon at the Rolls chapel, feverely inveighing againft the doc- 
trines 
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trincsof popery and the principles of the papifts, he was, in 
Own Time* Deccn^l>er following, forbid to preach there any more. 
f. 696. ' On king James's acceffion to the throne having obtained leave 
. to go out of the kingdom, he firft went to Paris and Lved in 
great retirement, till contra£ling an acquaintance with briga- 
dier Stouppe, a proteftant gentleman, in the French fervice : 
he made a tour with him to Italy. He met with an agreeable 
reception at Rome. Pope Innocent II. hearing of our au- 
thor's arrival, fent the captain of the Swifs guards to ^ac- 
quaint him, he would give him a private audience in bed, to 
avoid the ceremony of kifling hU holinefs's flipper. But Dr. 
Burnet excufed himfclf as well as he could. 

One evening upon vifiting cardinal Howard, he found him 
diftributing fome relicks to two French gentlemen. Where- 
upon he whifpered to him in £hgli(b, that it was fomewhat 
odd, that a Clergyman of the church of England ihould be at 
Rome helping them ofF with the ware of Babylon. The 
cardinal fmiled at the remark, and repeating it in French to 
the gentlemen, bid them tell their countrymen how bold the 
heretics, and how mild the cardinals v^ere at Rome. Some 
difputes, which our author had at Rome, concerning reli- 
gion, beginning to be taken notice of, made it proper for him 
to quit that city, which, upon an intimation given him by 
prince Borghefc, he accordingly did. He purfued his travels 
through Switzerland and Germany. In 1688, he came to 
Utrecht with an intention to fettle in fome of the feven pro- 
vinces. There he received an invitation from the prince and 
princefs of Orange (to whom their party in England had re- 
commended him) to come to the Hague, which he accepted : 
he was foon made acquainted with the fecret of their counfels, 
and advifed the fitting out of a fleet in Holland fuiHcicnt to 
I-"e>p.693. fyppQj-t jj^eij. (jefigns and encourage their fr.ends ; this and the 
account of his travels, in which he endeavoured to blend po- 
pery and tyranny together, and reprefcnt them, as infeparable, 
with fome papers, reflecting on the proceedings of England, 
that came out in fingle flieets, and were difperfed in feveral 
parts of England, moft of which Mr. Burnet owns himfelf 
Hift. ibid, the author of, alarmed king James, and were the occafion of 
p. 726,727. j^jg writing twice againft him to the princefs of Orange, and 
infilling, by his ambaflador, on his being forbid the court, 
which, after much importunity, was done, though he conti- 
nued to be truftedand employed as before, the Dutch mini- 
fters confultinghim daily. But that which gave, he tells us, 
the crifis to the king's anger was, the news of Burnet's being 
to be married to a confiderable fortune at the Hague. To put 

an 
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M end to this frequent conferences with th^ niiniA^rSy d pfd- 
fecution for high treafon was fet on foot againft him hoth in 
England and Scotland : but Burnet receiving the news thereof 
before it came to the ftates^ he avoided the ftorm^ by peti** 
ttoning for, and obtaining without any diffieultyi a bill of 
natural ization, in order to his intended marriage with Mary 
Scot, a Dutch lady^ of confiderable fortune, who, with the 
advanuge of birth, had thofe of a fine perfon and undeN 
fianding. 

After his marriage with this lady^ being legatTy under th^ 
proteAion of Holland, he undertook, in a letter to the earl 
of Middleton, to anfwer all the matters laid to his charge | 
and added, that being now naturalized in Holland, his zU 
legtance was, during his ftay tn thefe parts^ transferred from 
his majefly to the States General ; and, in another letter, that 
if, upon non-appearance, a fentence (hould be pafied again A 
him, he might, to juftify himfelf, be forced to give an ac* 
count of the (hare he had in affairs, in which he might bd 
led to mention what he was afraid would not pleafe his ma- 
jcfty* Thefe expreflions gave fuch offence to the Engli(hj:jj^ ^^ ^.^ 
court, that, dropping the former profecution, they proceeded OwnTimfet^ 
-againft him, as guilty of high treafon 5 and a fentence of out- P« 726,727, 
lawry was palTed upon him ; and thereupon the king firft^ 
demanded him to be delivered up, and afterwards infifted 
en his being banilbed the feven provinces, which the States 
refufed; alledging, that he was become their fubjeft; and, 
if the king had any thing to lay to Dr. Burnet's charge, 
juftice (ho^ld be done in iheir courts. This put an ^nd to 
all farther application to the States, and Dr. Burnet, fecured 
from any danger, went on in ai&Aingand forwarding the im- 
portant affair of the revolution. He gave early notice of it 
to the court of Hanover, intimating, that the fuccefs of that 
proje^ mufl naturally end in a fucceffion in thjt illuAr oua 
houfe to the Britifh crown. He wrote alfo fev«ral pamphlets Hlft. iWd. 
in fuppoit of the prince of Orange's defigris, and affifled inp*757« 
drawing up his declaration, &c. and when he undertook the 
expedition to England, Dr. Burnet accompanied him as his 
chaplain. After his landing at Exeter he propofed and drew 
up the aflbciation, and was of no fmall fervice On feveral 
occafions by a feafonable difplay of pulpit eloquence, to . 
animate the prince's followers, and gain over others to his 
intereft. Nor did his fervices pafs unrewarded, for king WiU 
liam had not been many days on the throne before Dr. Bur^^ 
net wa$ advanced to the fee of Salifbury, in the room of 
Vol. IL f f . Dr. 
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Dr. Scth Ward, deceafed, being confecrated May the 31ft, 
1 689. He diftinguifbed himfelf in the hoafe of lords, by de- 
claring for moderate mcafures with regard to the dergjr, who 
fcrupled to talce the oaths, and for a toleration of the pro- 
tefhnt difTenters. A paflage in his pafioral letter to the clergy 
of his diocefe, concerning the oaths of allegiance and fupre* 
macy to king Wiillam and queen [Mary, dated May 15, 
1689, which feemed to ground their title to the crown on the 
right of conqueft) gave fuch offence to both houfes of par- 
liament, that they ordered it to be burnt by the hands of the 
^'^f^** common hangman. As foon as the fe^on of parliament in 
Hift!of£ns- i^8q was ended, he went down to his diocefe, where he was 
land, ▼ol. very exad in the difcharge of his fun<Aion, and was parti- 
6co.^* ^'^' cularly fcrupulous in conferring orders and admitting to li- 
vings. 

In 1698, he loft his wife by the fmalKpox ; and, as be 
was almoft immediately after appointed preceptor to the duke 
of Gloucefter, in whofe education he took great care, this 
Ikld. 719. employment and the tender age of his children induced him 
the fame year to fupply her lofs, by a marriage with Mrs, 
Berkeley, eldeft daughter of Sir Richard Blake, knight. 

In 1 699, he publiihed his expofition on the thirty-nine 
articles of the church of England. In 1704, he had the fa- 
tisfa£lion to fee his projedt for augmentiilg poor livings car* 
ried into execution. The laft five or fix years of his life he 
grew more abftradled from the world than he had been in the 
former part of it. He lived to fee a fucceffion take place, 
and that family eftablifhed, in whofe interefts he had been fo 
zealous, and died March 17, 1714-15, in the 72d year of 
his age, and was interred in the parifh church of St. Jameses, 
Clerkenwell. After his death his Hiftory of his own times, 
with his life annexed, was publifhed by his fon Thomas Bur- 
net, efq; His charadefr, as drawn by the marquis of Hallifax, 
is as follows, ^ Dr. Burnet is like all men who are above the 

* ordinary level, ieldom fpoke of in a mean ; he mufl either be 
^ railed at or admired. He has a fwiftnefs of .imagination 

* that no other comes up to ; and as our nature hardly allows 
^ us to have enough of any thing, without having too much, 

* he cannot at all times fo hold m his thoughts, but that at 

* fometimes they may run away with him ; as it is hard for 

* a vefTel that is brimful, when in motion, not to run over; 

* and therefore the variety of matter that he ever carries 

* about him, may throw out more than an unkind critic 
^ would allow of. His firft thoughts may fometimes require 

* more 
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* morc.fligeftion, not from a dcfeft In his judgment^ tut 

* from the abundance of his fancy, which furnifties too faft 

* for him ;* his friends love him too well to fee fmall faults,' 

* or if they do, think that his greater talents give him a pri- ' 

* vilege of ftraying from the ftrift rules of caution, and 

* exempt him from the ordinary rules of cenfure. He pro- 

* duces fo faft, that what is well in his writings calls for ad- 

* miration, and whatisincorrefldefervesanexcufe; he may, 

* in fome tilings, require grains of allowance, which thofe 

* only can deny him, who are unknown or unjuft to hinu 

* He is not quicker in difcerning other men's faults than he 
« is in forgiving them; fo ready, or rather glad, to acknow- 

* ledge his own, that from blemiflies they become orna- 
« ments. All the repeated provocations of his indecent ad- 
« verfaries have had no other effedl, than the fetting his good 

< nature info much a better light, fince his anger never yet 

* went farther than to pity them. That heat, which in moft 

* other men raifes fliafpnefs and fatire, in him glows into 

< warmth for his friends, and compaflioa for thofe in want 

* and mifery. As dtjll men have quick eyes, in difcerning 

< the fmailer faults of thofe that nature has piade fuperior 

* to them, they do not mifs one blot he makes ; and being 

* beholden only to their barrennefs for their difcretion, they 

* fall upon the errors, which af ife out of his abundance ; 
« and, by a miftake, into which their malice betrays them, 
•' they think that by finding a mote in his eye, they hide the 
« beams that are in their own. His quicknefs makes writing 
« fo eafy a thing to him, that his fpirits are neither wafted 

* nor fowered by it : . the foil is not forced ; every thing grows, 
^ and brings forth without pangs ; which diftinguifhes ai 
« much what he does from that which fmells of the lamp, 

* as a good palate will difcern between fruit which comes 

< from a rich mould, and that which taftes of the uncleanly 

* pains that have been bcftowed upon it. He makes many 

< enemies by fetting an ill-natured example of living, which 

* they are not inclined to follow. His indifference for pre* 

* ferment, his contempt not only of fplendor, but of all un- 
« jFieceflary plenty } his degrading himfelf into the loweft and 

* moft pamful duties of his calling; are fuch urlprelatical 
« qualities, that, let him be never fo orthodox in other 

.* things in thefe he muftbe adifTenter. Virtues of fuch a 
« ftamp are fo many herefies in the opinion of thofe divines 

* who have foftened the primitive injundions fo as to make 

F f :i. • them 
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^ them (bit better with the prefent frailty of- inankirtd. No 

< wonder then if they arc angry, fince it is in their own de- 

* fence ; or that, from a principle of felf-prefervatfon, they 

* (hould endeavour to fupprefs a ntan whofe parts are a (hame, 

< and whofe life is a fcandal to them/ A lift of his wri- 
tings may be feen at the end of the accoupt of his life pub- 
lifhed by his fon. 
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BURNET, (Thomas) d Aor of laws, a polite and 
AcnTbxoii. 'earned writer in the latter c;nd of the laft century, was born 
^i. u. coi. in Scotland, and admitted of Clare*hall in Cambridge, un- 
*^* der the tuition of Mr. John Tillotfoni afterwards arch- 

bilhop of Canterbury, in June 165 1, but upon the removal 
of Dr. Cudworth, from the maderfliip of Clare-hall, to that 
of Chrift college, Mr. Burnet tranfplanted himfelf to the 
latter, of which he was chofen fellow in 1657. He took the 
degree of mafterof arts in 1(558, was chofen fenior prodor 
of the univerfity in i66i. In 1685, a little before be entered 
into holy orders, he was chofen mafter of the Charter- 
boufe, by the intereft of the dut^e of Ormond lord fteward, 
to whofe grandfon, the earl of OfTory, he had been governor. 
Thofe bifhops, who were of the number of the ele^on, 
made exceptions to him, that though he was a clergyman, 
he went always in a lay habit. But Ormond being ^tisfied 
that his converfation and manners were worthy of a clergy- 
man in all refpe£b, infifted that thefe points were much more 
cficntial than the exterior habit. In this ftation he made a 
noble ftand againft an attempt of king James, to impofe one 
j^^ Andrew Popham, a papift, as a penfioner upon the founda- 
tion of that houfe. After the revolution, he was appointed 
chaplain in ordinary to king William, and alfo clerk of the 
dofet, b»'t from, the latter place, which he owed to arch- 
bifbop Tillotfon's intereft, the clergy, taking offence at 
'Hift.Cng. fomething in his Archeologiae Philofophicae, afterwards pro- 
lung Geo.l. cured hi^ removal. If Oldmixon is to be credited Dr. bur* 
^ •^^ net mifled the fee of Canterbury upon the death of Dr» Til- 
lotfon, by a reprefentation of fome bifhops, that his wri- 
tings were too fccptical. He died September the 27th, 17x51 
and was buried in the Charter- houfe chapel. 

Klaij Hift, BUPALUS, a famous fculptor of . antiquity, and fon, 

Nai. lib, grandfon, and great grandfon of a fculptor, was born in the 

%^> €• $• ifle of Chios, He had a brother named Athenis, of the fame 

-profeffion with himfelf i and probably they worked together, 

fince 
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fincc Pliny fpeaks jointly of them and their works. They 
fiouriihed in the fixtieth Olympiad, at the time with Hippo* 
nax, a poet of an ugly and contemptible figure, and of a 
very weak conftitution. They fet their fancies to work up- 
on him, and reprefented him in a ridiculous form : but thejr 
meC^ with their match ; for he attacked them with Co viole^it 
a fatire, that, as fome fay, they hanged themfelves through 
fpite and vexation. Pliny does not allow this ; but fays, on 
the contrary, that, after Hipponax had taken his revenge, 
they made feveral fine f^atues in feveral places. He men- 
tions a Diana of theirs at Jafus in Caria, that was not fo ad- 
mirable as the other Diana, which they made at Chios. This 
lafl was placed very high, and appeared with a frowning 
cpuntenance to thofe that came in, and with a pleafant one 
to thofe that went out. There were feveral flatues at Rome 
made by them : they wrought only in the white marble of 
tbe ifle of Paros. Paufanias mentions Bupalus as a good 
^archite<a, as well as fculptor j but fays nothing of Athenis* ^^ j^^ 

BURIDAN f John) a Frenchman, born at Belhune in 
Artois, one of |the moil renowned philofophers of the 
fourteenth century. He difcharged a profefTor's place in the 
univerfity of Paris with great reputatipn ; and wrote Com- 
mentaries on Artftotle's Logiclc, Ethicks, and Metaphyiicks, 
which were much efteemed. Some fay, that be was re<5tor 
of the univerfity of Paris in the year 1320. A ventinus re- 
lates, that he was a difciple of Ockam ; and that, beins ex- 
pelled Paris by the p^wer of the Realifts, which was lupc- 
rior to that of the Nominalifts, he went into Germany, where 
he founded the univerfity of Vienna. ** Buridan's Afs," has Lib.vHi.ffll. 
been a kind of proverb a long time in the fchools j though jj^obom 
nobody has ever pretended to explain it, or to determine wi^^ Thomafi- 

certainty, what it was. »!■» ^^^"^ 

' ari. p. »74. 

BURKITT (William) a celebrated commentator on 
the New Teftament, was born atHitcham in Northamptonr 
fiiire upon July the 25th, 1650. His firft fchoolmafter was 
Mr. GofFee of Bilfon, from whence after one year he waa 
fent to Stow- marker, and from thence to a fchool at Cam- 
bridge. After his recovery from the fmall-pox, which he 
catched there, he was admitted of Pembroke-hall, at the. age 
of no more than fourteen years ; and upon his removal from 
the univerfity^ when he had taken his degree, he becapie a 
chaplain in a private gentleman's family, where he continued 
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fon)c years. He entered young upon the Biiniftry, being 
ordained by bifliop Reynolds : and the firft employment which 
he had was at Milden in Suffolk, where he continued one 
ind twenty years a conftant preacher, (in a plain, praftical, 
and affedionate manner) firft as curate, and afterwards as 
Ircftor of that church. In the year 1692, he had a call to 
the vicarage of Dedham in Effex, where he continued to 
the time of his death, which happened in the latter end 
of O^ober 1703. He was a pious and charitable man. 
He made great collccflions for the French proteftants in the 
years i687f &c. and by his great care, pains, and charges, 
procured a worthy minifter to go and fettle in Carolina. A- 
mong other charities he bequeathed by his laft will and tefta* 
ment the houfc wherein he lived, with the lands thereunto 
belonging, to be an habitation for the lefturer, that fiiould 
"be chofen from time to time to preach the lecture at Ded- 
ham. He wrote fome books, and among the reft ^ Com- 
mentary upon the New Teftament in the fame plain, pradi* 
cal, and afTedionate manner, in which he preached. 

BURMAN (Peter) profeffor of hiftory and eloqueiKc in 
the univerfity of Leyden, is a perfon of whom we know 
very little 5 which ignorance of ours is owing intirely to his 
own mifconduil. It was in the very nature of Burman to 
be foulmouthed, quarrelfome, and ready as well as willing to 
abufe and rail at every body. This propenfity, joined to other 
bad qualities of the heart, and an immoral life into the bar- 
gain, made him fo univerfally abhorred and detefted, that at 
his death, which happened in the year 1740, no body was 
found who would write his eloge, or fay any thing about him. 
He was in his turn reftor magnificus of the univerfity of Ley- 
den ; and, as is cuftomary in foreign univerfities, made an 
orationj when he quitted the reflorfliip on the 8th of Fe- 
bruary 1 720. His oration was publifhed, and is remarkable. 
It is •' againft the ftudies of humanity, (hewing, that the 
** learned languages, hiftory, eloquence, and criticifm, are 
** not only ufeJefs, but alfo dangerous to the ftudies of law, 
*« phyfick, philofophy, and, above all, of divinity; to which 
<* laft poetry is a fpecial help.'* Theprofeflbr, obfervingthc 
great decay of the politer ftudies, and the contempt with 
whi(;h the men of fcience affe6ied to treat them, endeavoured 
to expofe their objediions, while he feemed to juftify them. 
He ridicules the barbarous ftile, in which ihoft lawyers, phy- 
ficians, and philofophers, write; but efpecially the jargon of 

di- 
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divines, who, as he intimates, Ihamefiilly licgfefted thcilucly 
of the original languages, and inveighed frequently againft 
the abufe of hiftory and criticifm in fuch a manner, as would 
in tfFaSt deftroy the ufc of them. The celebrated Dr, Bent- 
Icy, who both fpoke and thought highly of Burman, has 
pronounced this oratioh ** a very fine one in its way, all 
*• writ in Lucian's manner, a thorough irony and jeer." 
Thefe expreffions are to be found in the ^6th page of his '' 
•* Anfwer to the Remarks made upon his Propofals of print- 
*^ ing a new edition of the Greek Tfeftament." Dr. Mid* 
dleton, however, the author of thofe Remarks, and who 
"wrote, ** Further Remarks on the Propofals,'* repl.es to this 
enicomium of Bentley upon Burman, in this manner : <Mc 
^< ia indeed as thorough a jeer as ever yet appeared, and as 
** dull a one too, upon the church, the clergy, and every 
** thing ferious and facred in the pradice and principles of 
^^ both. It is juft, as he tells us, to let his audience know, 
*' that to make a profound theologue, there is no need of any ,,..,, , 
** flcill at aJl, either in languages, or hiftory, or eloquence*, works. Vol. 
«* or criticito/' II. p. 4«i. 

Among the many quarrels and altercations which Burman 
had, one was with the excellent le Clerc ; of which we will 
. give fome account, for the fake of illuftrating the temper and 
character of our profeflbr. In the year 1703, Mr. le Clerc, 
under the afllimed name of Theodorus Gorallus, publifhed an 
edition of the remains of Paedo Albinovanus and Cornelius 
Severus; and prefixed a preface upon the right method of 
interpreting the ancient authors. Now whether le Clerc here 
let drop any thing, which might feem to difcredit verbal criti- 
cifm, and fo increaied the difguft he had already given to 
that fort of men in his Parrhaiianae ; or whether he wasi 
thought tp have gone out of his province, and to have un- 
dertaken what he was not qualified to perform, we know 
not ; but offence was taken by Burman, and the fame year 
was publifhed a fatyrical piece, intituled, <* A Dialogue be- 
^^ tween Spudseusand Gorallus;" which as Mr. Clerc tells 
us, every body^ agreed to be written by him. Mr le Clerc Bibl. Choir. 
replied in a Ihort and general way to it, in the Preface to his Tom. xix. 
fecond volume of the Bibliotheque Choifcej but without P* 5^'* 
mentioning either the work or the iuppofed author. He was 
twice, he tells us, in Burman's company afterwards, at the ^ * •P-37^ 
houfes of common friends, but did not take the leaft notice. 
In the year 1709, Burman publifhed Petronius ; and in the 
Preface made an open and virulent attack upon le Cltrc, 

F f 4 upon 
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upon a i>retence that he had faid fomething againft Gnevios, 
•♦* Shall I," fays he, •• fuffcr any Gorallus of them all to go 
f' unchafufed^ who Uafphemoufly depreciates the literary 
f< merit of fuch a man as Grevius, qui Grevij merita in rem- 
^< publicam literariam deprimere facrilogo ore conatur ? Gre« 
^* vius« who taking me an orchin, of only ten years old, un« 
^* der his care^ fa(htoned me himfelf, and led me carefully 
«* through thofe trads of learning, which have been trod by 
frrfit.ad ♦* the princes in literature ?" Mr. le Clerc replied in form to 
fetton^ this preface, and vindicate^; his perfon and his writings from 
the reproachful imputations caft upon both. Before he en- 
ters upon this, he rallies Burnam pretty fmartly, for defend- 
Biblf Choir, ing Petroniut and his obfcenities fo zealoufly a^ he does. He 
Tom. xu, quotes the following paiTaf^es from his Preface: Cum foli fere 
^' ^ ^ eiTent Monachi, apud quos ulla adhuc erudicionis veftigia fu- 
pererantf quis non credat prurtentes illos nebulones, qui in 
publico magnam pietatts fpeciem mentiebantur, intra clauftr^ 
fua lafciviifimum quemque fcriptorem aifidue verfafle .?— tio- 
rum Qtioforum turpi diligeptise adlcribendum puto, quod non 
integer ad nos PetronioS pervenerit, fed ili£ tantum partes, quafi 
Monachis tentigine raptis lafciviae et libidinofas profer- 
viaff mamfeftiilimis Argu mentis blandiebantur. One may 
fee^ fays Mr. le Clei-c, that Mr Furman has profited exceed* 
ingly from the ftudy of Pctronius ; and that he is perfeiSly 
free from that hypocrify, which he imputes to the monks. 
His delicacy, adds he, i^ further obfervable in the promife he 
has n^ade the publick, in the fame preface; where he fays^ 
that ^^ he has a defign, if God fliall grant life and ftrength^ 
f' fi astatem i^ vires Deus dederit, not only to publiih ano- 
f4 ther volume of the verfes afcribcd to Petronius, but alfo 
f^ to enrich it with the Cataleda Scaligeri, &c." that is, fays 
Mr. le Clerc, Mr. Burman intends, with God's bieffing, not 
pnly to publifli a rolle<fiion of moil bawdy poems, among 
which are included the Friapeia, but alfo to enrich them with 
a commentary of his own. Thefe things, fays he, are very 
linbecon^ing a profeflbr of a chriftian univerfity, who oughk 
to preferve the youth about him from corruption. inlVead of 
throwing incitements in their way ; ^< not to mention his im* 
^' prudence in talking after this manner, at a time when an 
^^ action was commenced againft him by a young girl for 
<* having debauched her." 
ihld.p.3'^4- It may be proper to obferve here, that in the year 1734^ 
^as publifhed at Florence, a Latin perf jrlnance, intitled^ 
^(ir|fto|ii^tt^ia PetTQaio-Burmanniana : fyfc^ cornucopiae ob« 
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fenrationum erudltiffimarum et ante plane inauditanrni^ quat 
vir illuminadffimus, rerum omnium & multorum preterea 
idiorum peritiflimus, Petrus Burmannus, congeffit in Petroni* 
iim Arbitmm> fan^iflimum fcriptorem. Acceffit fpecimen 
Latinitatis novae, Romanis incognitar, e notis Petri Burmanni 
ad Petronium. Burman afterwards abufed Mr. Le Clerc, in a 
piece called, ** The lying Gazetteer/' &c. to which Mr. Ic 
Clerc made no other reply, than by infertingin thefecond part 
of the 2oth tome of his Bibliotheque Choifi^, printed in lyio, 
a (hort article intitled, '^ Reafons for not anfwering a libel of 
** Peter Burman." Burman's refentment was not vet fatiated ; 
for in the fame year, when Dn Bentley's Emendationts in Me* 
nandri & Philemonis Reliqiiias ex nupera editione J. Clerici^ 
were publi(bed at' Utrecht, he prefixed a moft abufive and 
fcurrilous preface, which begins in this mamier: ♦* Were 
*^ any prize to be propofed in the republic of letters forliim* 
*^ who fhould be found to exceed the reft in impudence and 
*< ignorance, le Clerc would infallibly carry it by univer&l 
^* confent, &c." Here is language, employed againft one of 
the greateft, the moft ufeful, the moft excellent of men, that 
ever adorned the commonwealth of learning : which movet 
our indignation the more, as we are intirely of opinion, that 
all the Burmans, which ever did, or ever (ball live, wiU n»- 
ver be worth one fingle le (Jlerc. 

To conclude, and to give the devil his due, Bummn, tho* 
not allowed by the criticks to be an adept in the Greek, had 
(kill and abilities as an editor of Latin daffies ; of which he 
publiihed Virgi], Ovid, Petronius, Quintilian, Suetoniuft 
Juftin, Velleius Paterculus, Phsedrus, &c. 

BURTON (Robert) known to the learned by the name 
of Democritus junior, was younger brother to William Bur- 
ton; who wrote the ^ Antiquities of Leicefter(hire/ and bom 
of an ancient and genteel family at Lindlev in that county, ^o^*^ 
upon February the 8th, i570. He was educated in Gram* AUu Omm 
mar learning in the irt^ fchool of Sutton Colfield in War-^ 
wick(hire ; and in the year 1593, fent to Brazen-nofe col- 
lege in Oxford. In 1599, he was eleded ftudentof Chrift- 
church, and for form's £ike, as Wood tells us, for he wanted 
not a tutor, was put under the tuition of Dn John Bancroft, 
afterwards bi(hop of Oxford. In 1616, he had the vicaragp 
of St. Thomas, in the weft fuburb of Oxford, conferred on ' 
Jiim by the dean and canons of Chrift-chiirch, to the pari(hi- 
p|l^$ pf whicb^ it is faid, that he ;Uway$ gave the (acrament 

in 
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in wafers; and this, with the tcQory of Segravo ia L«i^f- 
terfliire, given him fome years after by George, lord Berkep* 
ley, he held with fome difficulty (for the ftorm was gatherit^ 
over England, and the troubles were coming on) to the day 
of his death, which happened in January 1639. 

He was a man of general learning i a great philolpger, aa 
9\z& mathematiciaa, and (what makes the peculiarity of 
bis chaiader) a very curious calculator of nativities. He 
was extremely iludioifs^ and of a melancholy turn, yet an 
agreeable companion, and very humourous. The Anatoaiy 
of Melancholy, by Democritus Junior, as he calls himfelf^ 
(hews, that tfaefe feemingly different qualities were mixed to* 
geiher in bis compofition. This book was printed firft ia 
4to, afterwards in folio, in 1624, 16329 1638, and 1652^ 
to the great profit of the bookfeller, who, as Mr. Wood tells 
us, got an eftate by it. Some circumilances attending his 
death, occaiioned Arange fufpicions. He died in his chamber 
at Chrift'Church, at, or very near the time, which, it feeme, 
he had fome years before predi^ed from the calculation of 
his nativity, and this exadnefe made it whifpered about, tbait 
for the glory of aftrology, and rather than his calculation 
(hould fail, he became irKleed a felo de fe. This, hew^ 
ever, was certainly not notorious ; for he was buried 
with due folemnity in the cathedral of Chrift-church, and 
bad a fair monumeat erected to his memory, with his buft 
painted to the life : on the right hand of which is the cakuf- 
Jation of bis own nativity, and under it this infcripttoa made 
by himielf : ^ Paucis notus, paucioribus Tgnotus, hie jacet 
^ Democritus junior, cui vitam dedit, et mortem melancho- 
^ lia/ All this was put up by the direction of his brother 
William Burton. 

He left behind him a very choice coIteiSion of books, ma^ 
oy of which he bequeathed to the Bodleian library ; and aa 
h^undred pounds to Chrift church, the intereft of which was 
to be laid out yeady in books for their library. 

Wood, A. BURTON (Henry) was born at Birfall in Yorkfhin^ 
o. Vol. i. about the year 1579 ; and educated at St. John's college in 
Fafti>c.i9«. Cambridge, where he took both his degrees in arts. He was 
afterwaixis incorporated mafter of arts, at Oxford, and took 
the degree of batchelor of divinity. He firft was tutor to the 
fonso* lord Carey of Lepington, (created in 1625 carl of 
Monmouthj then derk of the clofet to prince Henry ; and^ 
after his death, to prince Charles, whom he was appointed 

to 
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td.atten<l into Spain in 1623 ; but for reafons unknown^ wa$ 
fet afide after part of his goods were Qiipped, ^nd upon that 
prince's acceiSon to the crown was removed from being his 
clerk of the clofet: Dr.Neile, bifliop of Durham, who had 
fcrved his fether king James ih that quality, being continued. 
Burton, highly difgufted at this treatment, took every op- 
portunity of cxpreffing his refentment, particularly by railing Clarendon, 
againft the bifliops. ^^^' i- p- 

s In April 1625. he presented a letter to king Charles, re- *^; *'^ 
monftrating to him againft Dr. Neile and Dr. Laud, his ma* 
jcfty*s continual attendants^ as popifhly affe£led -^ and for this. Wood, 
and fome other indircretions, was forbid the court* Soon 
after, he was pifefente^ to the redory of St. Matthew's, in iWd, 
Friday-ftreet, London. In December 1636, he was fum- 
moned to appear before Dr. Duck, one of thecommifEonersfor 
caufes ccclefiaftical, who tendered to him the oaths ex officio, 
to anfwcr to certain articles brought againft him for what he 
Jiad advanced in two fermons preached in his own church on 
the preceding fifth of November (a). Burton, inftead of 
anfwering, appealed to the king. Neverthelefs, a fpecial 
high-commiifion-court, which was called foon after at Doc- 
torVCommons, fufpended him in his abfence, both from his 
office and benefice. Whereupon he thought fit to abfcond, 
but publiflied his two fermons under the title of, * For God 
* and the Kingj* together, with an apology juftifying his 
appeal. On the firft of February, a ferjeant at arms, with 
other officers, by virtue of a warrant from the Star-Chamber, 



(a) The text they were preached 
Upon was. Proverbs xxiv. 21, 2*. 
In thefe two fermons and in his apo- 
fogy, he charged tht bifliops with 
dangerous plots to change the ortho- 
dox religion eftabliflied in England $. 
and to bring in Romifli faperAition 
in the room of it ; and blamed them 
for introducing feveral innovations 
into' divine wor/hip. The chief he 
mentioned, were, that m the epiftic 
the Sunday before Eafter, they had 
put out * Irt,' and made it, * At the 
* name of Jefus,' which alteration 
was direaiy againft the ad of par- 
liament. That two places were 
changed in the prayers fet forth for 
the fifth of November 5 namely, 
< Root out that Babylcnifti and An- 
8 



* tichriftian fe£t, which fay,' &c. is 
thus altered, * Root out that Baby- 

* lonifhandAntichriftianfeftofthem 

* which fay.' Next, • Cut off thoft 
' workers of iniquity whofe religion 

* is rebellion,* Sec. was, in the book 
printed in 1635, thus altered, * Cut 
' off thofe workers of iniquity, who 

* turn religion into rebellion.'— That 
the prayers for the navy is left out 
of the late book for the faft.— That 
the placing the communion-table 
altar- wife, at the upper end of the 
chancel, was done to advance and 
ufher in popery.— That the fecond 
fervice, as dainties, was faid there. 
—That bowing towards the alrar, 
was worlhipping the table, or God 
knows what, 

broke 
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broke open his doors, feized his papers, and took him inte 
cuAody. Next day, he was, by an order of the privy-coun- 
aip committed to the Fleet-prifon ; from which place he 
dated an epiftle to his majefty, another to the judges, and 
a letter to the true-hearted nobility. March 1 1 , he was pro- 
ceeded againft in the Star-chamber, for writing and publiib- 
ing feditious, fchifmatical, and libellous books, agnnft the 
hierarchy of the church, and to the fcandal of the go- 
vernment. To this information, he (and Baftwick and 
Prynne who were indided with him) prepared anfwers ^b). 
In the end of May 1637, a perfon came to the Fleet, to 
examine Mr. Burton upon his anfwer, but hearing that the 
greatefi part of it had been expunged, he refu(ed to be exa- 
amined, unlefs his anfwer might be admitted as it was put in ; 
or be permitted to put in a new anfwer. June 2, it was or- 
dered by the court, that if he would not anfwer to interroga- 
tories framed upon his anfwer, he would be proceeded againft 
pro confeflb. Accordingly, June the 14th, Burton, and the 
two others, being brought to the bar, the information was 
read ; and no legal anfwer having been put in in tinle, nor * 
filed on record, the court began, for this contempt, to pro- 
ceed to fentence. 7 he defendants cried out for juftice, that 
their anfwers might be read, and that they might not be con- 
demned unheard. Neverthelefs, becaufe their anfwers were 
not filed on record, the court proceeded to pafs fentence. 
Burton, and the others, to pay a fine of five thoufand pounds 
each, and that he in particular, ihould be deprived of his ec- 
clefi^lical benefice, degraded from his miniftcrial fun^ion, 



(b) Their counfel refufed to fign 
their anfwers, for fear of offending 
the Star-chamber. The defendants 
therefore pecicioncd the court, that, 
according to ancient precedents, they 
might fign their anfwers with their 
own hands ^ declaring, they would 
abide by the cenfurc of the court, if 
they did not make good what was 
contained therein. But this was rcT 
lufed by the court. Mr. Burton's 
anfwer was at length figned by Mr. 
Holt, a bencher of Gray*s-inn j who 
afterwards withdrew his hand, be- 
^ufe the other counfel, out of fear, 
would not fubfcribe it. However, 
|4r. Burton tendered it to the court, 
^tfir'tt^ it mij^ht h^ j^ccepied^ pr Mr, 



Holt ordei^ to new fign it. The 
court ordered, that it might be ro- 
ceired under the hand of Mr. Holt 
alone, which was accordingly done. 
After it had lain in court .near thrse 
weeks, upon the attorney-general's 
fuggeftion to the court, on the i9>li 
of May, ihat it was fcandalous ; it 
was referred to the two chief juAices, 
fir John Bramf^on and Or John Jincb, 
to confider of, and to expunge what 
was contained therein, as unfit to be 
brought into court, or otherwife im- 
pertinent and fcandalous. They ex* 
punged fixty-four whole (heets, that 
is, the whole anfwer except fix linec 
at the beginning, and about twen^- 
iov^ i(t the latter eii4. 

and 
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«!* degrees in the uirivcriity j be fet on the pillory, and both 
his ears cut ofF there ; confined to pjcrpetua,! dofe itnprifon- 
ment in Lancafter-caitle, debarred the accefs of his wife, or 
any other, except f)is keeper, and denied the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper. All which, except the fine, was executed accord*^ 
ingty. After twelve weeks imprifonment in the common* 
gaol at Lancafter, where great crowds pitying his misfortunes^ 
reforted to him ; fome of his papers being difperfed in Lon- 
don, he was removed, by an order of council, to Comet- 
caftle, in thelfleof Guernfcy, Oflober i637f where he wa« 
fiiut up almoft three years ; till in November 1640, the houfe 
of commons, upon his wife's petition, complaining of the 
fevericy of his fentence, ordered that he ihould be forthwith 
ient for to the parliament, in iafe cuftody. Burton, on hit 
arrival at Ix)ndon, prefented a petition to the houfe of com- 
mons, fetting forth his fufFerings* In confequence of which^ 
the houfe refolved, that the fentc^nce againfc him was illegal, 
and ought to be reverfed ; that he be freed from the fine of 
iSve thoufand pounds, and from imprifonment, and reftored 
to his degree in the univerfity, orders in the miniftry, and to 
his ecclefiafiical benefice in Friday- ftreet, [.ondon ; alfo have 
recompence for his imprifonment, and for the lofs of his ears^ 
which they fixed at Ax thoufand pounds ; but by reafon of 
the enfuing confufions in the kingdom, he never received that 
fum. He was, however, reftored to his living of St. Mat- 
thew's ; after this he declared himfelf an independent, and 
complied with all the alterations that enfued. But Woodp^ Tel, 
fays, that when he faw what ftrange courfes the parliament ^ «*• *9*« 
took, he grew more moderate. He died in the beginning of 
January 1647-8. Betides the tradis mentioned above, he wrote 
feveral others. 

BUSBEC (AuGRR Gislen) was the natural fon of the 
lord of Buibec, and born at Commines, a town in Flanders, 
in the year 1522 T he early proofs he gave of an extraor- 
dinary genius induced his father to fpare neither care nor ex- 
pence 10 get him properly infiruSed, and to obtain his le* 
gitimation from the emperor Charles V. Ke was fent to iludy 
at the liniverfities of Louvain, Paris, Venice, Bologna, and 
Padua. He was fome time at London, whither he attended 
the ambaflador of Ferdinand, king of the Romans. In 1554, 
he was appointed ambaflador at Conflantinople, but made a 
irery (hort fiay there* Being fent back the following year^ 

tUt 
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this iecond embafly proved longer and more fortunate^ for It 
laftcd feven years, am) ended \n a good treaty. He acquireid 
a perfeA knowledge of the ftate of the Ottoman empire, and 
the true means of attacking it with fuccefs ; on which fub^ 
jeA be compoM a very judicious difcourfe, intitied, < De re 
•^ militari contra Tuream inftttuendi confiKum/ Without 
needing any thing that related to the bufinefs of his em- 
baly, he laboured fuccefsftilly for the Republic of letters, eel- 
lefling infcriptions, (a) purchafmg manufcripts, fearching af- 
ter rare plants, and enquiring into the nature of animals. 
When he fet out the fecond time to Conftantinopte, he car- 
ried with him a painter to take draughts of the plants and 
animals that were unknown in the weft. The relation which 
he wrote of hit two journeys to Turkey is much commend- 
ed by Thuanus. He was defirous of paffing the latter part of 
his life in privacy, but the emperor Maximilian made choice 
of him to be governor to his fons, and when his daughter 

Eincefs Elisabeth was iDarried to Charles IX. king of France, 
uibec was nominated to conduft her to Paris. fl"his queen 
gave him the whole fuperintendance of her houfhold and of 
her affairs, and when file quitted France, on her hulband's death, 
left him there as her ambalTador. He was continued in that 

Siality ly the emperor Rodblph. He died on the 28th of 
Aober 1592. 

(a) The pabUc is obMged to BuC- correft copy than that of Bnlbec. 
becfortbcMonumemum Andranum, ' I brio^ with me/ fays BoAiec, 

which would be one of the moil cu« in one of his letters, ' a promifco- 

lious and inftnidive infcriptions of ' ous heap of ancient coins, tbebeft 

antiquity, if it was entire 5 for we * of which I intend to prefenctoniy 

■right there have a lift of the aaions * mailer j ^mA bcfides thefe, whole 

of Auguftus. Pairing through An* * cart-loads and ihip4oads of Greek 

cyra, a city of Galatia, Buibec cau* ' manufcripts t there are, I believe^ 

M aQ that remained legible of that ' not much fewer than 240, which 

inibription to be copied from the mar- * I have fent by fea to Venice, to be 

tie of a ruined palace, and (^nt it ' thence conveyed to Vienaa. I 

to Schottus the Jefuit. It niay be * have fearched every conier, that I 

feen in Grevius*s Suetonius. Gro- ' might get together, by dm iaft 

• siovius pubtiihed this Monumentum ' gleaning as it were, all that re- 

Afldramim at Leyden, in 1695, * mained of that fort of conuno* 

With notes, from a more full and * dity.* 



Wood, Ath. BUSBY (Richard) a very eminent fcoolmafter, was fon 

Oxon. edit, of Richard Bufby, of Weftminfter, gentleman ; and bom tt" 

H.Vol.^ai. ^^^^P? ^° Lincolnfhirc, Sepecmber 2a, 1606^ Having p^Ski 

' ' 'diDough the claffes of Weftminfter- fchool, as a king's fcho- 

lar, 
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l»r, he was, io 1624, elc<aed ftudcpt of Chrin:-church(A), wooa^ftiL 
He took the degree of batchelor of arts, 06t, 21, 1628 ; 
slnd that of mafter, June 18, 1631. On the firft of July, 
1639, he was admitted to the prebend and rcStory of Cud- 
ui^orth, in the church of Wells (b). December 13, 164O, 
he was appointed mafter of Weftminfter-fchool, and by his 
Ikill and diligence in the difcharge of this moft laborious and 
iinportant office for the fpace of fifty-five years, bred up th« 
grcatcft number of eminent men in church and ftate, that ever 
adorned at one time any age or nation (c). After the refto- 
I'ation, king Charles the lid, conferred on him a prebend of 
Weftminfter, into which he was inftalled July 5, 1660 j and 
the 'nth of.Auguft following, he was made treafurer and 
canon refidentiary of the church of Wells. He took the de- 
gree of doftor in divinity, Od:. 19, 1660. At the corona-- 
tion of king Charles 11. he carried the ampulla, and in the 
convocation, which ^et June 24, i66i, he was proSor for 
the chapter of Bath and Wells ; and one of thofe who ap- 
proved and fubfcribed the Common-prayer-book. This great 
man after a long and healthy life, the confequence of his 
chaftity, fobriety and temperance, died April 6, 1695, aged 
89, and was buried in Weftminfter- abbey, where there is 
a fine monument erefted to him, with a Latin infcription, of 
which the following is the fubftance : " You fee below a re- 
prcfentation of Bufby^s body, and outward appearance. If you 
would fee his inward qualifications, behold the lights of both 
univerfities, and of Weftminfter-hall, the chief men at court, 
in the parliament, and in the church. And when you per- 
ceive how large, and how plentiful a harveft of ingenious 
men was fown by him, confider how great was the fower." 
He was a perfon very fagacious in finding out every one's ge- 
nius and difpofition, and no lefs induftrious in employing them 
to advantage, and forwarding them fuccefsfully. He was a 
p^erfon, who fo formed and trained up the minds of youth h^ 
his kiftruflions, that they learned at the fame time both tp 

(a) At the univcrfity he was con- (b) He loft the profits of it dur- 

fidered as a complete orator, and a ing the civil wars, but found, meaof 

very good aftor, having afted with to keep his ftudent's place, and other 

^reat applaufe in the comedy called, preferments, 

< The Royal Slave,* written by Wil- (c) He extremely liked, and eveii 

liam Cartwright, which was played applauded, and rewarded wit in any 

before king Charles I, and his queen, of his fcholars, though it refle^ed on 

■ at Chrift-church, by the ftudents of himfelf, but in his fchoolUe wasex- 

that houfe, on the 30th of Auguft, tremely fevere» 
1636. . 

fpeak 



448 BUTLER. 

Ipeak and to be wife ; and whilft they were inftruSbed by htni 
as boys, they infenfibly grew up to be men* As many icho« 
lars as he fent out into the world, fo many faithful, and in 
general, brave champions, did church and ftate obtain* What- 
ever reputation Weftminfter-fchool enjoys, whatever advan^ 
Cage has thence accrued, is chiefly due to Bufby, and will for 
ever be due to him. So ufeful a man God blefled with long 
life, and crowned with riches. And he, on his part, chear* 
fiilly devoted himfelf, and his poiTeffions, to the promoting 
of piety. . To relieve the poor ; to fupport and encourage 
learned men i to repair churches; that, he thought, was truly 
enjoving his riches. And what he employed not upon thofe 

nufes in his life time, he bequeathed to the fame at his 
(a). He compofed feveral books for the ufe of his fchool. 

BUTLER, (Samuel) a celebrated poet of the laft cen- 
tury, was born . at Strenlham in Worcefterfliire. and bap- 
tized the 13th of February j6i2. Having difcovered an 
early inclination to learning, his father, Samuel Butler, a 
reputable country farmer (b), placed him at the free fcbool 
of Worcefter, under the care of Mr. Henry Bright > and 
having pafled through the feveral clafTes there, he was fent, 
for fome time,' to Cambridge, but was never matriculated in 
that univerfity. After refiding at it fix or feven years, he 
returned to his native country, and became clerk to one Mr. 
JefFcrys of Earl's Croom, an eminent juftice of the peace 
for that county, with whom he lived fcune years in an eafy 
and reputable ftation. Here he found fufficient leifure to 
apply himfelf to whatfoever learning his inclinations led him, 
which was chiefly hiftory and poetry ; adding to tbefe, 
for his diverfion, mufic and painting (c). He was after* 

(a) He gave 150I. towirda re- tber, tells w, that father Bvtler^i 
fMiiring and beaatifying Chrift* church bad a competent eAsrte of Hear three 
college and cathedral : and founded hundred pounds a year, ^ but inoJiof 
and endowed two le^r«i in the it in leafe lands, ImM of fir ThooMS 
fame college, one for the oriental RulTel, grandfather of fir Francis 
languages, and another for the ma- Rufiel^ baronet, lord of the manor 
thematicks ; giving, moreover, an of Strent>an\. 
hundred pounds, to repair the room (c) The anonymous author of hit 
in which they were to be read. He life tells us, he had feen (ortic pic- 
contributed alfo to the repair of Litch- tures, faid to be of Mr. Butier*'t 
field-church. As for his many other drawing, in Mr, JefFcry's family in 
benefadions they are not upon re- the year 17 10. His early iaelina* 
cord, becaufe they were done in a tion to that noUe art procured htoi 
private nnanner. afterwards the friend(hip of Mr. Sa- 
(b) Anthony Woorf, who had his muel Coopcf, one of the mod caai- 
information from Butler^s own bro- sent painters of that time. Life, p. $« 

. wardi 
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wards recommended to tfa^t great encourager of learning, 
Elisabeth countefs of Kent; in whofe houfe he had not only 
the opportunity of confulting all kind of books, but of con- 
'/crfing with the great Mr. Selden ; who often employed But- 
ler to write letters beyond fea, and tranflate f^r him* He 
lived fame time alfo with Sir Samuel Luke, a gentleman of 
an ancient family in Bedfordfhire, and a famous commander 
under Oliver Cromwell. Whilfl he refided in this gentle- 
maa's family, it is generally fuppofed that he planned, if he 
did not write, the celebrated Hudibras ; under which cha- 
fz&cT it is thought he intended to ridicule that knight. He 
fiudied the common law, but never praflifed it. After the 
reftoration of king Charles the fecond, Mr. Butler 'was made 
iccretary to Richard earl of Carbury, lord prefident of die 
principality of Wales, who appointed him fleward of Lud-> 
Jow-cafile, when the court was revived there ; and about this 
time be married one Mrs. Herbert, a gentlewoman of a very 
good family. Mr. Wood pretends, that Butler was fecre- 
tary to George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, when th^t 
Jord was chancellor of the univerfity of Cambridge ; and the 
life writer aiTures US', the duke had X great kind i^fs for our 
poet, and was often a benefadtor to him. But this is abfo- 
lutely denied by major' Richardfon Pack. * Mr. Wycherly 
« had always, (ays he, laid hold of any opportunity which 

* oSeredy to^reprefent to his grace the diike of Buckingham 

* *ow well Mr. Butler had deferved of the royal family, by 

* writing his inimitable Hudibras \ and that it was a reproach 
^ to the court, .that>a perfon of h^s loyalty and wit fliould 

* (uSer in obfcurity, and under the wants he did. The duke 

* feemed always to hearken to him with attention enough, 

* and, after fome time, undertook to recommend his pre* 

* tenfions to his majefty. Mr. Wycherly, in hopes to keep 
^ faim fleady to his word, (Stained of his grace to n^me a 
« day when he might introduce that modeft and unfortunate 

* poet to his new patron. At laft an appointment was made, 

* and the place of meeting was agreed to be the Roebuck. 
^ Mr. Butler and his friend attended accordingly ', the duke 

* joined them. But as the d — J would have it, the door of 

* the room where they fat was open, and his grace, who had 

* feated. himfelf near it, obferving a pimp of his acquaintance 
^ (the creature too was a knight) trip by with a brace of la- 

-^ dies, immediately quitted his engagement to follow another 

* kind of bufinefs, at which he was more ready than in doing 
<'*good offices to men of defertj though ho one was better 
« qualified than he, both in regard to his fortune and undcr- 

Voi, II. • G g ' *« flanding, 
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* ftandinz, to protcS them ; and from that hour to the day 
< of his death, poor Butler never found the Jcaft tSc£t of 
« his promifc.' He had promifes of a good place from lord 
Clarendon ; but they were never accomplifhed. Na one 
was a more generous friend to Mr. Butler than the carl of 
Dorfct and Middlcfex ; who, being himfelf an excellent poet, 
knew how to fet a juft value upon the ing«:nious performances 
of others ; and we are told, he owed it to that nobleman, 
that the court tafted his Hudibras (c). It foon became the 
chief cntenainment of the king, who often pleafantly quoted 
it in converfation It is faid bis maiefty ordered Butler the 
fum of three thoufand pounds : but the order being written in 
, figures, fomebody through whofe hands it pafled, by cutting 
off a cypher, reduced it to three hundred. It palled all the 
offices without any fee, at the folicitation of Mr. William 
Longueville of the Temple, lord'Danby being at that time 
high treafurer. When Mr. Longueville brought this order 
to Mr. Butlef, calling to mind that he owed more than that 
fum to different perfons, defifed Mr. Longueville to pay 
iiway the whole gratuity, which that gentleman did accord* 
Ingly, and Butler did not receive a {hilling of the king's 
bounty. Thi^ feems to have been the only court favour he 
ever received. 

The integrity of his life, the acutenefs of his wit, and 
eafipefs of his converfation, rendered him highly acceptable 
to all men : yet he prudently avoided multiplicity of ac- 
quaintance. He died on the 25th of September, 1680 (d). 

He was a very modeftman, and did not (bine in conver- 
fation till he had taken a chearful glafs, but was no drinker. 
He faw but little company, except what he was in foiiie 
meafure forced into ; his Hudibras having gained him fuch 

(c) * The fird part came oat in gentlewoman of a very good family. 

1663, in o^avo: afterwards came Anthony Wood » fays flie was a wi- 

^ut the fecond part ; and both were dow, and that ' Butler fupported 

printed together with feveral addi- himfelf by her jointure : for though 

Cions and annotations. At length in his riper 7ears he had Audied the 

the third and lad part was published, common law, yet he made no ad- 

but without any annotations^ as ap- vantage by the pra^ice of it. Wood, 

pears by the copy printed in 1678. ubi fupra. But^tbe life- writer af- 

The poAhumout works of Butler fures us, (he was not a widow, and 

^ were publidied in three volumes in that though ftie had a competent for- 

i2mo, but Mr. Charles Longueville, tune, it wa^ of little or no advaotagt 

who had all his genuine remains, to Butler, being moft of it vnibr- 

laid many of the pieces in that col- tunarely loft by being put out on 

. kAipn were fpurious. bad fecurities. Life, p. 6. 

[p) He married Mrs. Herbert, -a 

reputa- 
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reputation, that moft perfons of diftin£lion at that time were 
extremely delirous of his company, and yet not one of them 
contributed to the advancement of his fortune. He was not 
profufe in his difpofition ; his circumftances indeed 'were al- 
ways fo narrow that be never bad an opportunity of being fo« 
. He lived for fome years in Rofe-ftrect, Covent Garden, and 
probably died the/e. Mr. W. Longuevillc would fain have 
buried Butler in Wcftminfter-abbey, and fpoke in that view 
tp fome of thofe wealthy perfons who had admired him fa 
much in his life time, offering to pay his part, but none of 
them would contribute ; upon which Mr. Longueville buried 
him with the greateft privacy (but at the fame time very de- 
cently) in Covent Garden church yard, at his own expence $ 
himfelf and feven or eight perfons more following the corps 
to the grave. Mr. Charles Longueville, member of parlia- 
ment for Eaftlow, fon to the gentleman above-mentioned» 
communicated . thefe fa(Sls to the authors of the General ^ 
Didionary in 1735 j and was firmly perfwaded that notwith- 
fianding the many difappointments Butler met with, he never 
was reduced to any thing like want and beggary, and that he^ 
did not die in any perfon's debt. 

BUXTORF, (John) the name of two learned profeffors 
of Hebrew at Bafil, the father and fon, who are allowed a 
place among thofe of the firft rank for Rabbinical learning. 
The firft work that Buxtorf the father compofed was, his 
^reat didionary, intitled. Lexicon Chaldaicum, l^almudi* 
cum et Rabbinicum, printed at Bafil in 16391 ^^^ *^ abfo- 
lately neceflary for underftanding the RaSbins, being more 
extenfive than that of R. David of Pomis, printed at Venice 
in 1587. He wrote alfo a fmall dictionary of Hebrew and 
Chaldaic words in the bible, which is very methodical. 
There is nothing more compleat than his Treafury of the 
Hebrew grammar. He alfb printed a great Hebrew bible at 
Bafil in 1618, with the Rabbins, the Chaldaic paraphrafes, 
and the Maflbra, after the manner of the great "bible of Ve- 
nice : but father Simon thinks it incorred. To this bible is 
commonly added the Tiberias of the fame author, which 
Js a commentary upon the Maflbra; where he explains at 
Jarge what the Rabbins think of it, and expounds in Latin the 
f^rms of the Maflbra, which are very difficult. He follows 
Rabbi Elias the Levite in his expofition of thofe terms. He 
has alfo publifhed Synagoga Judaica, where he expofes the 
ceremonies of the Jews : which, though it abounds in learn- 
ing; does not greatly (hew the judgment of the compiler, 
S wh0 



452 JJ U X T O R F. 

wbo infifts too much upon trifles^ merely for die Qikt of rtii* 
deling the Jews ridiculous. The fmall abridgment of Leo 
iof Modena upon this (ubje^ traoflated by father Siaion> 
is far better. We have befides fome other books of the iame 
juithor^ among which is hit fiibliotheque of the Rabbins, a 
xuriouswock: but there have been fince his time a great 
jnany difcoveries made on that part of learning. They who 
*faave a mind to write Hebrew may make ufe t>f the collec*^ 
'tion of Hebrew letters which he has published under the title 
xi( loftttutio Epiftolaris Hebraica. U^ died at Bafil of the 
V {blague in i6a9» aged 65 years. 

I 
BUXTORF, (John) the ion, had no leTs (kill in the 
Hebrew and the Rabbins than his father, as appears by the 
-great number of works he has compofed on thofe heads. He 
;tranflatedfome Rabbins, and among others the More Nevo- 
:chifn of .Rabbi Mo&s -, and the book, iodtled, Cofri. He 
-alio writ upon iheHebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriac grammars* 
His Hebrew Concordance is much eileemed ; aid beii^ heir 
' ef his Other's opinion as well as Jewiih literature, be has 
defended the antiquity of the points and vowels of the He- 
brew text againfi Lewis Capellus, in a book,^ intitled, Trac« 
tattts de pundorum, vocalium & accentuum in Ubris veteris 
teftamenti Hebraicis origine, antiquitate, & authoritate, 
printed at Bafil in 1648. There is a great number of paf- 
iagesof the Rabbins cited in this bodk. He has alfo Written 
• another book much more valuable againft the critiqmes of 
the faki Ludovicus Capellus, with this title, Antltritica; 
ieu vtndidae veritatis Hebraicae adverfusXudovici Capelli 
criticam, quam vocat facram, printed at Bafil in 1653. He 
has alfo compofed Teveral diiTertatioos upon different matters 
relatiii^ to the Jewiib literature, in which be excelled. He 
' died in the year 1664. 

Many learned men, who admire the Rabbinical excellency 
of thefe two great men, are. notalWays fatisiied with tbdr 
judgment. They believe thefe authors too much led by the 
, Rabbies ; and that Capellus, though not ib great an Hebri- 
cian, has written more judiciouily upon.this argument. They 
add, that the ilrong fancy which a great part of the German 
and Geneva divines have for the Hebrew points, proceeds ip 
good meafure from the regard they had for the two Buxtorf's, 
whofe opinions they blindly followed, nt>t being able to jgp 
to the bottom of fo difficult a diiquifttion. Fadaer Simoa 
has fpoken but ilightlyof them. *^ The two Buxtoxfs» hp 

*' he, 
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** he, whohavc got much reputarioti, efpcclally among the 

*«' proteftants, have in moft of their works only fhcwn thcm- 

« felves extremely prejudiced in faVbur of the Rabbfns, WFth- 

<* out having confalted any other authors." But JBuxtorf ^'?^-^ 

the father rccetveft the higheft encomiums from all the learn- ofoid'^ft. 

cd of his time. In particular, Gcrard Voffius, In the fii . 

ncral oration which he made for Erpenius, fays, that ** Eu- 

<* rope had not a more knowing and learned man, nor one 

" who was better verfed in the Rabbins, and in fuch books 

" as^ related to the Talmud, than Buxtorf/' Jofeph Scali- 

ger goes farther, and fays, that Boxtorf *• ought to be confi- 

** dered as the matter of the Rabbins. He declares him to 

" be the only man who underftood the Hebrew language 5cal»p.apa4 ^ 

" thoroughly j and that notwithftanding his grey beard, he f^^.'^^' 

" would gladly be his fcholar;" which was the higheft com- & mone 

pliment that could be paid to fo young a man as Buxtorf then.^uxtorfiifc- 

Was. Ifeac Caufabon entertained exaftly the fanle opinion of^!^^ 5&e- 

him as Scaliger, and adds, that •< thete is a great deal of can- mor. Phi^f. 

<* dor, arid an air of honefty^ which runs through all his T.i.p. 314. 

<« writings.'* 

BZOVIUS, (Abraham) a learned Polander, is faid to Bayie'tDia. 
have compofed 10 many books, that it would take fome pages - 
to contain the titles of them. The chief of his works is a 
continuation of Baronius's Annals. He began at the year 
1 1 18,' where that cardinal had ended; and eompofed twehrc 
volumes of Annals of the church.*' . He was defcended from 
a good family, and born in the year 1567. His parents dy* 
ing when he was a child, he was educated by his grandmo- 
ther on the mother's fide, in the city of Profovitz ; and he 
made fo good ufeof the inftruflions of one of h's uncles, that 
at ten years of, age he could write Latin, compofe mufic, 
and make verfes. After this, he went to continue his ftu- 
dies at Cracbw, and there took, the habit of a Dominican. 
Being fent into Italy, he read \fome leftures of philofophy at 
I Milan, and of divinity at Bologna. After he returned mto 
' his own country, he preached in Pofnania, and in Cracow, , 

with the applaufe of all his hearers ; and taught philofophy 
and divinity. He was principal of a college of his own or- 
der; and did feveral confiderable fervices to that and to his 
country. Afterwards he went to Rome; where hd was re- 
ceived with open arms by the pope, and lodged in the Vati- 
can. He deferved that reception, Mr. Bayle tells us ; for he 
IxpH^ted Baronii|s clof^ly m his m^nn^r of turning all things 
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to favour the power, and raife the glory of the papal fee* 
His inconfiderate and violent zeal occafloned him to take 
ftepsof which be had reafon to repent. He had very much 
abuTed the emperor Lewis of Bavaria, and razed him ignomi- 
nioufly out of the catalogue of emperors. The duke of Ba- 
Taria was fo incenfed at this audacioufnefs, that, not fatif- 
ficd with cauling an apology to be wrote for that emperor, 
he brought an a£lion in form againft the annalift, and got 
him condemned to make a publick retra<£btion. Bzovius did 
not get ofF for this difgrace: he was feverely treated inth^ 
apology of Lewis of Bavaria, publiihed by George Herwart ; 
who affirms, that Bzovius had not a£ted in his annals like a 
man of honefty, or wit» or judmient, or memory, or any 
other good quality of a writer. Bzovius would probably have 
continued in the Vatican till his death, if the murder ^one 
of his fcrvants, and the lofs of a great fum of money, which 
was carried off by the murderer, had not ftruck him with Aich 
a terror, as obliged him to retire into the convent of Minerva. 
Here he died in the year 1637, at the age of feventy. The 
letter which the king of Poland writ to the pope in the year 
1633, does our Dominican much" honour ; for in h the king 
fupplicates Urban VIII. moft humbly to fufFer the good old 
man to return into Poland, that he might employ him ia 
compofing a hiftory of the late tranfa£tions there. He de- 
clares, that he (hall efteemhimfclf much indebted to hisholi- 
nefs, if he will be pleafed to grant him that favour, which he 
fe eameftly requefis of him. 
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